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SPECIAL
‘SAUCE’

The scent of freshly cooked gumbo wafted

through the recording studio where musician Bill

Wharton was working on his first national record

release. He dipped into the kitchen and saw Shir-

ley Neal — swamp blues master Kenny Neal’s wife

— stirring up a big pot. Wharton asked if he could

add his “Liquid Summer” hot sauce into the bub-

bling mix, and the rest was history.

If you go
What: Bill “Sauce Boss” Wharton at

Word of South 

When: 2-3 p.m., Saturday, April 13 

Where: Lyric Stage, Cascades Park 1001
South Gadsden 

Cost: Free 

Contact: For more information please
visit https://www.wordofsouthfesti-

val.com/. For more information on Bill
Wharton please visit www.sauceboss-

.com and www.planetgumbo.org. 

Bill Wharton mixes it up
with memoir, album and
gumbo at Word of South 

See WHARTON, Page 3C

Amanda Sieradzki Council on Culture & Arts

Florida blues musician Bill Wharton aka The Sauce Boss will be plying his book and his music at Word of South on Saturday.
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TLHLife

CARPET CLEANING
3 ROOMS

ONLY $99
Completed by 4/30/2019.Promo Code PETResidential only; cannot be used for water restoration services. Must present promo code at time of service. Valid at participating locations only. Combined living areas,

L-shaped rooms and rooms over 300 sq. ft. are considered 2 areas. Baths, halls, large walk-in closets and area rugs are priced separately. Offer does not include protector.
FL #CAC1816408

CALL ABOUT OUR
AIR DUCT CLEANINGClean Air Quality is cleaner

and safer for you and your pets.
CARPET | TILE & GROUT

HARDWOOD
UPHOLSTERY | AIR DUCT

TD-TLH0006321-02

656-1777

To steal from the late, great Hunter S.
Thompson, “when the going gets weird,
the weird turn pro.” 

Well, the going these days is unde-
niably weird, with us all having to be-
lieve six impossible things before break-
fast and worry democracy will disinte-
grate before lunchtime, so why not
channel this anxious energy into story-
telling? It’s a way of “turning pro,” as the

good Dr. T. recommended, making order
out of the fragments shored against our
collective ruin, controlling the chaos (a
little, anyway) through writing.

It works for me. It might work for you.
And where better to sharpen those nar-
rative skills than Seaside, Florida on the
still-glorious — despite Hurricane Mi-
chael — Gulf coast? 

The Longleaf Writers Conference
takes place in that paradise of pastels
this year from May 11 to 18. Revel in
words. Learn to tell the story you want
to tell. Meet other writers.

Here’s the commercial part: you pay
some money and you get to study with

authors of your choice. You also get to
hang out on the beach with them, buy
them drinks and ask them personal
questions.

Star FSU graduate Matt Bondurant
leads the field. His best-selling novel
“The Wettest County in the World,”
based on his moonshining Virginia kin-
folk, was made into a 2012 movie called
“Lawless,” starring the likes of Jessica
Chastain, Tom Hardy and Shia LeBoeuf. 

Bondurant’s teaching a fiction work-
shop. So is Wendy Rawlings, an award-
winning short story writer and novelist.
Seth Brady-Tucker, who’s won multiple
prizes in multiple genres, will run a

prose workshop. Ann Fisher-Wirth, au-
thor with Maud Schuyler Clay of the
gorgeous verse-and-photography vol-
ume Mississippi and an Environmental
Studies scholar, will work with poets,
and (full disclosure, here) I will be work-
ing with nonfiction writers.

There’s a slew of fancy special
guests, too, including literary agents,
who can talk to you about your project
and its prospects, poet-essayist-mem-
oirist Brian Turner and Rebecca Mak-
kai, whose novel “The Great Believer”
was a 2018 National Book Award final-

Watch the words roll in at Seaside conference
Diane Roberts
Guest Columnist

See ROBERTS, Page 2C
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The easiest way to
sell your home fast.

NEED TO SELL YOUR HOME

FAST? We are here to help!
We understand what you are
going through, your challenges
and your fears. When you talk
to us, we will work diligently
to understand your real estate
problem and offer you an
effective solution. Cash offers
in as little as 7 DAYS!

NO MATTER WHY you want to sell your
house, we are interested in buying it!

WE BUY HOUSES IN
ANY SITUATION:

- Going through a divorce
- Unwanted inherited property
- Relocating to another area
- Facing foreclosure troubles
- Costly damages or repairs

NO HASSLE
NO REPAIRS

SELL YOUR HOME FOR CASH

CASH OFFERS IN AS LITTLE AS 7 DAYS
FIND MORE INFO AT HIGHESTCASHOFFER.NET

Ready to get

started? Call us now!

(850) 792-1932

TD-GCI0164823-04

Tallahassee

Orchid

Society
53rd Annual

Orchid Show and Sale
Plant sales, Local Art, Chiles High School Art,

Bonsai, Potting Supplies

April 13th 10am to 5pm

April 14th 10am to 5pm

Doyle Conner

Agricultural Center

3125 Conner Blvd

Tallahassee, FL 32399

Free Admission
www.tallyorchid.org

Or 850-320-6566 for more info
TD-GCI0166504-01

SM

April11-13
Info&Registration

www.fdoa.org
(850) 201-2944

“Active L
eisure fo

r Life”

#Active4
Life

FREE!!Thank yousponsors!

All Ages & All Abilities!

CALL TODAY 386-7327
2522 Capital Cir NE
www.FunSeas.com

Want to learn the latest in Luxury Travel?
Come meet the Representatives from

luxury travel night
Thursday, April 11th @ 6:30 pm (doors open @ 6 pm)
Space is Limited!MUST have an invitation to attend.
RSVP to 386-7327 or www.FunSeas.com/luxury

to receive your invitation
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“I made a big pot of
gumbo onstage using my
hot sauce and a recipe in-
spired by [Shirley] for
New Year’s Eve 1990,”
says Wharton. “Over
200,000 bowls later, here
we are.” 

Previously, Wharton
had only carried a few of
his hot sauce bottles with
him to performances to
make some money on the
side. Now cooking is an
immersive part of his
show, and the moniker
“Sauce Boss” has stuck
for good. For his upcom-
ing Word of South Festi-
val appearance audi-
ences can get a taste of
the famous gumbo while
enjoying excerpts from
Wharton’s new album
and memoir, “The Life
and Times of Blind Boy
Billy.” 

“You share yourself
with your audience,” ex-
plains Wharton. “Having
food there is just another
kind of expression as far
as I’m concerned. It’s
evolved into this mixed
media performance that I
think of as a soul-shout-
ing picnic of rock and roll
brotherhood.” 

Sixty years in music
has given Wharton sever-
al lessons in community
building. He started out
as a drummer in his ju-
nior high school band.
Around the same time he
taught himself to play the
guitar. Wharton moved
from his hometown Or-
lando to Tallahassee
where he continued per-
fecting his slide guitar
blues. 

Wharton topped the
roots blues music charts
for 12 weeks, and has gar-
nered recognition from
Jimmy Buffett and news
outlets like CNN and
NPR’s “All Things Consid-
ered” and “Morning Edi-
tion.” A force in both culi-
nary and music worlds,
Wharton has also been
featured in “GQ,” “Living

Blues” and “Gourmet
Magazine.” Eating was al-
ways a passion of his,
with the principles be-
hind sharing food stem-
ming from his mother’s
nurturing. 

“She was a great cook,”
says Wharton. “She
showed me what hospi-
tality is all about. It has to
do with understanding
what people need. Com-
ing from a big family, we
learned that we had to
take care of each other
and share.” 

His memoir is dedicat-
ed to his mother. It was a
project he meditated on
for a while, however after
experiencing health is-
sues, Wharton decided it
was time to write his sto-
ry down. He was shocked
by the 10,000 words that
flowed out of him in just
three days. 

Compared to song-
writing, Wharton says the
process was easier since
the stories originated
from his banter with the

audience at perfor-
mances. The book en-
gages all five senses as a
mixed media experience,
much like Wharton’s live
shows. Part songbook,
part cookbook, part
memoir, you can listen to
the songs as you read and
follow along with making
the recipes.

“I’ve got my grandfa-
ther’s South Carolina bar-
becue hash and pulled
pork recipe in there,” says
Wharton. “I also have my
mother’s recipe she called
salmon haystacks, which
won a Betty Crocker com-
petition when I was a tod-
dler. These are recipes
that mean a lot to me and
they’re part of my DNA.” 

The book begins with
an autobiographical song
titled “Killer Tone,” which
Wharton considers a time
capsule and retrospective
of everything Sauce Boss.
It was an exciting process
to put down his life expe-
riences, and one that he is
ready to share with audi-

ences at Word of South.
Two more standouts
from the set will be “Blind
Boy Billy” and “Pleasures
of the Deep.” 

Wharton refers to the
tunes as “artistically put-
ting my affairs in order.”
They give him vindica-
tion and a positive outlet
for expressing the ups
and downs of his life. It’s
this exchange of energy
that he is in constant pur-
suit of when he is cooking
and playing onstage. It’s
also a part of his motiva-
tion in taking food and
music to share with all
audiences, including
homeless shelters with
his nonprofit Planet
Gumbo. 

“There are so many

ences will always leave
with full bellies and hap-
py souls. He feels fortu-
nate to live and contrib-
ute to Tallahassee’s mu-
sic scene, and is looking
forward to connecting
over a warm bowl of blues
at Word of South. 

“Part of being a musi-
cian or an artist is that
you are willing to bare
your soul, you rip open
your ribcage and show
everyone your heart,”
says Wharton. “Music is a
discipline like a yoga…pe-
ople connect and they
connect in this way that is
really psychic. Everyone
is all experiencing the
same thing at the same
time. That experience can
really give the conscious-
ness a lift.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is
the feature writer for the
Council on Culture &
Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency
for arts and culture
(www.tallahas-
seearts.org).

beautiful people all over
the world who are in dire
straits,” says Wharton. “I
just want to be an exam-
ple, not so much a
preacher, but an example
of when you give to peo-
ple that really need it that
both parties get immea-
surable good from it.”

No matter the venue,
Wharton hopes audi-

Wharton
Continued from Page 1C

“The Life and Times of
Blind Boy Billy”
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

“Having food there
is just another kind
of expression as far
as I’m concerned.” 

Bill Wharton 
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