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Though his work was almost entirely ignored
during his lifetime, Vincent van Gogh is un-
doubtedly one of the most iconic figures in
Western art. Much of what we know about his
artistic process and personal struggles comes
from his writings, excerpted here. 

Even still, there remains much myth and
mystery surrounding his turbulent story, and
his paintings, drawings and prints have been
widely examined and debated. Each multi-
million-dollar auction sale, stolen masterpiece
and uncovered forgery has added to his fame.
Largely self-taught, Van Gogh credited his
artistic development to his intense study and
faithful reproduction of works by other master
artists.

“It interests me enormously to make copies
… I set myself to it by chance, and I find that it
teaches.”

Coni Preacher, art teacher at Pineview Ele-
mentary School, has challenged her students to
become scholars of Van Gogh by re-creating
some of his most beloved works. Using art sup-
plies purchased with an art education grant
from the Council on Culture & Arts, students
were able to explore Van Gogh’s world. Kinder-
gartners and first-graders focused on his sun-
flowers, second- and third-graders dove into
“The Starry Night,” fourth-graders concentrat-

ed on “Irises,” and fifth-graders studied his
self-portraits and chair still life.

“Each artist paints differently, and there’s a
reason why they paint that way,” Preacher said.
“If you want to understand the way an artist
paints, re-create what he was doing. You also
need to know a little bit about what he was go-
ing through.”

“As we advance in life it becomes more and
more difficult, but in fighting the difficulties the
inmost strength of the heart is developed.”

Van Gogh famously struggled with mental
illness, and Preacher showed extreme sensitiv-
ity when broaching the subject with her stu-
dents. “Some classes picked up on it quickly.
Some classes, that part went right over their
heads. I told them, ‘Everybody gets sad some-
times, for all kinds of reasons. Sometimes peo-
ple are sad for weeks and go to the doctor. They
need help to overcome being sad. Sometimes
people turn to art, like Van Gogh did. It’s really
important to find what makes you happy and
that’s what you need to do.’ ”

“In my view, I am often immensely rich, not
in money, but because I have found my metier,
something I can devote myself to heart and soul
and that gives inspiration and meaning to my
life.”

AMANDA KARIOTH THOMPSON
COUNCIL ON CULTURE & ARTS

CONI PREACHER

“The Starry Night” art room door reinforces the theme. 

AMANDA THOMPSON

Kayla Godwin and her classmate create paintings inspired by
Van Gogh’s “Irises.” 

AMANDA

THOMPSON

Coni Preacher
helps a student

with his Van
Gogh-inspired

painting.

PINEVIEW STUDENTS EMBRACE THE
ARTIST AND ARTISTIC PROCESS

See Van Gogh, Page 3C
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Movies

TAKE IT TO THE BANK: After their pensions
are swallowed up by greedy corporate suits,
three retirees (Alan Arkin, Morgan Freeman,
Michael Caine) take revenge by knocking over
the bank responsible for their loss in a remake
of the 1979 comedy-drama “Going in Style.”
It’s rated PG-13 and opens Friday at AMC 20
and Governor’s Square.

THE SALVATION INVESTIGATION: An award-
winning investigative journalist (Mike Vogel)
and avid atheist applies his research skills to
the New Testament after his wife (Erika Chris-
tensen) undergoes a religious conversion in
“The Case for Christ.” It’s rated PG and
opens Friday at AMC 20.

THE SWITCH IS ON: Thanks to a cosmic occur-
rence, a high school-age boy and girl switch
bodies and then try to find each other in the
Japanese animated fantasy “Your Name.” It’s
rated PG and opens Friday at AMC 20.

INTO THE WOODS: Smurfette (voice of Demi
Lovato) discovers a mysterious map and
recruits her fellow blue pals for a journey
through the Forbidden Forest in the animated
adventure “Smurfs: The Lost Village.” It’s
rated PG and opens Friday at AMC 20 and
Governor’s Square.

AT THE HOP: Acrobatic dancers perform some
astonishingly physical moves during Lindy Hop
competitions around the United States when
the Harlem-born dance craze undergoes a
resurgence of popularity in documentary
“Alive and Kicking.” It opens Friday at All
Saints Cinema and is not rated. Visit
www.tallahasseefilms.com.

Special events

BUTCHER-ING THE ENVIRONMENT: Interna-
tionally renowned landscape photographer
Clyde Butcher, who lives near the Everglades,
speaks about his adventures in photographing
Florida’s swamps, sand dunes and waterways
during a live talk titled “Where Water, Earth &
Heaven Meet” from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Thursday
at the Museum of Florida History, 500 S. Bro-
nough St. Butcher’s photo exhibit “Preserving
Eden” is currently on display at the museum.
The lecture is free and open to the public. A
book signing follows Butcher’s remarks.

WORD UP THIS WEEKEND: The Banditos
band and the Grammy-nominated singer Eric
Paslay kick off the third annual Word of
South festival starting at 6 p.m. Friday in
Cascades Park. The celebration of music and
literature runs through Sunday and concludes
with a concert by the critically acclaimed duo
Shovels and Rope. Artists making appearances
during Word of South 2017 include pop star
Lisa Loeb, Joan Osborne (doing a Bob Dylan
tribute), rootsy singer-poet Minton Sparks,

novelist Padgett Powell (“Edisto”), Florida-
centric writer Tim Dorsey (“Clownfish Blues”),
The Lost Bayou Ramblers and nationally syn-
dicated columnist Kathleen Parker. Tallahassee
talent taking part includes Pulitzer Prize-
winner Robert Olen Butler, National Book
Award-winner Bob Shacochis, writer-columnist
Diane “D.K.” Roberts, poet David Kirby and
many more. The festival is free and open to
the public. For a complete rundown, visit
www.wordofsouthfestival.com.

DINE ON SWINE, DRINK WINE: Chow down
on fine Southern cuisine, sip vino, enjoy cock-
tails, sample craft beers and dance the night
away to the sounds of the Tobacco Rd Band
when the Pink & Swine benefit serves it all
up at 7 p.m. Friday at Goodwood Museum &
Gardens, 1600 Miccosukee Road. Tickets are
$75 advance general admission and $100 for
VIP (which allows revelers to enter early at 6
p.m.). Proceeds benefit the FSU Dedman
School of Hospitality and the Tallahassee 

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

GO FROM WORD OF SOUTH LIT TO WORM GRUNTIN’ GRIT
Get a jump on your weekend entertainment plans every

Wednesday, and pick up the Limelight section on Friday

NEIL COKER AND MARK HINSON
DEMOCRAT WRITER AND SENIOR WRITER

See Extra, Page 7C
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S C H O O L  &  FA M I LY

Lately, it seems adults are more
eager to observe a lesson in my class-
room than the students on my roster.

From administrators performing
unannounced classroom walk-throughs,
to colleagues offering their time as
peer observers, to my evaluator sitting
and taking notes for my formal obser-
vation, a procession of grown-ups can
be found strolling through the door.
Even principals from other schools
have been known to visit on occasion.

Hopefully, they take notice of the
ubiquitous essential question on the
whiteboard, abundant vocabulary
words on the walls and pervasive stu-
dent projects decorating bulletin
boards. With any luck, my young schol-
ars will all be awake, on task and not
spraying themselves with perfume or
secretly folding paper airplanes to fly
across the room.

In addition to a formal evaluation, a
minimum of two observations are nec-

essary: one informally done by an ad-
ministrator and at least one completed
by a peer evaluator. Teachers form
their own collaborative teams, often by
grade levels, for the purposes of foster-
ing school spirit, sharing work product
and getting ideas from one another.

Rumor has it that this new stream of
evaluations and classroom visits is
meant to help teachers, but I’m not
convinced.

With classroom walk-throughs, the
principal or assistant principal might
stroll in and stay five to 10 minutes. But
don’t stop what you’re doing. Ignore
them as if they were just flies on the
wall. Sure.

My heart starts beating a little faster
each time an administrator opens the
door. These visits seem to happen the
moment when I’m interrupted by a
child asking to take a makeup test that I
suddenly can’t locate anywhere. Or
when an anxious student insists that
she’s experiencing a feminine “emer-
gency” and urgently requires a bath-
room pass. Those pearls of wisdom, on
the tip of my tongue five minutes ago,
vanish like fairy dust.

One day, as I was circulating the
room, I stopped to assist a distracted
student who was busy completing

homework for another class. After
opening her textbook to the correct
page, explaining my assignment, and
providing individualized assistance for
several minutes, I turned to the door to
notice an administrator leaving. I never
heard him come in and feared I’d sure-
ly be dinged with a “needs improve-
ment.”

Don’t get me wrong. I appreciate
new suggestions and ideas. Especially
from co-workers who understand the
challenges of integrated classrooms
and who also deal with the same cli-
entele. After a recent peer observer
visit, my colleague remarked how I was
in perpetual motion and had the group
engaged. Feedback is good. Positive
affirmation is priceless.

How does one effectively measure
good teaching in a few random mo-
ments of a busy classroom? Luckily, on
that earlier walk-through, the evaluator
had noted that I had been “adjusting
instruction as needed.” Maybe I can
locate one of those old-fashioned cow
bells for the door to alert me when
company is coming.

Educator, parent and author of the
newly released coming-of-age novel,
“The Dorm,” Terri Friedlander can be
reached at www.terrifriedlander.com.

Parade of peer observations in
the classroom can be unsettling

Terri
Friedlander
TLH BLOGGER

Springtime has sprung, and the win-
ners have claimed the bragging rights
that come with being a parade winner.

After the Saturday parade, judges in
the 49th annual Springtime Tallahassee
parade were spirited away by limo to
the Hotel Duval and sequestered in a
seventh floor room.

Then the number crunching began.
Deciding which krewes, businesses

and organizations win Tallahassee’s
premier festival is a meticulous proc-
ess. Judges rank floats and parade
entries numerically on criteria ranging
from historical authenticity, how well
they hit the theme, color coordination
to whether they were able to fire up the
crowd.

In the more than 100 entries, here
are the ones who won the day.

Springtime Tallahassee Krewe
Float Award

Winner: Spanish Krewe
Runner-up: War & Reconstruction

Krewe
President’s Award — Businesses

Category
Winner: Barrett, Fasig and Brooks
Runner-up: Proof Brewing Co.
General Chairman’s Award—Festi-

val Category
Winner: Krewe of Bowlegs – Black-

hawk
Runner-up: Krewe of the Knights of

Sant’Yago
Andrew Jackson’s Award—Cities/

Non-Profit Category
Winner: City of Tallahassee Parks,

Recreation & Neighborhood Affairs
Runner-up: Iskcon-Festival of Chari-

ots

Board of Director’s Award—March-
ing Band Category

Winner: Governors Charter Acad-
emy Marching Band

Runner-up: Leon High School March-
ing Redcoats

Belles & Gents’ Award—Schools
and Churches Category

Winner: Unitarian Universalist
Church of Tallahassee

Runner-up: Lively Technical Center
Judges’ Choice Award—Clubs and

Miscellaneous Organizations
Winner: Tallahassee Supersquads
Runner-up: Big Bend Pop Warner
Best In Parade—“Living It Up in the

City” Award
Winner: Barrett, Fasig and Brooks

Here’s who won the day at Springtime 
DEMOCRAT STAFF REPORT

JOE RONDONE/DEMOCRAT

The city celebrated with its annual Springtime Tallahassee parade through the streets of downtown on Saturday. 

Happy 1st
Birthday

Jaxon Talley Copeland, April 11, 2016.
Son of Courtney and AJ Copeland.

First Birthdays
Send in a JPEG format photo to TLH-First-
Birthdays@tallahassee.com. Include the
child’s full name, date of birth and par-
ents’ names, address and phone number.
Photos are published Wednesday around
the child’s first birthday. Photos are pub-
lished within one month of the birthday.
Call 599-2171.

Chaires-Capitola Volunteer Fire Department 
recruiting volunteers for fire, medical, mechanical

The Chaires-Capitola Volunteer Fire Department is
recruiting volunteer firefighters. The VFD is ad-
justing its schedule so people can volunteer for fire,
medical or mechanical for certain days of the week
instead of doing all three 24/7. 

Volunteer fire departments respond to many kinds
of emergencies in rural communities, not just fire.

Training and equipment will be provided at no cost
because you are serving the neighbors in your com-
munity. 

For those who live on the east side of Leon County,
the Chaires-Capitola Volunteer Fire Department has
training classes starting in May. To learn more, stop
by Station 12 across from Chaires Elementary any
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. Or visit chairescapitolavfd.com.

FAMILY BRIEFS

Art making provides a source of joy for fourth-
grader Akaria Owens, and she dedicated her full at-
tention to the Van Gogh project. “I love doing art and
I love making pictures. I stay focused and I don’t talk
to my partners or anything. I take my time so it’s not
messy. When I was painting, I was like, ‘Wow, this is a
very good picture, so far.’ ”

“I’m doing my very best to put all my energy into it,
for I long so much to make beautiful things. But beau-
tiful things require effort — and disappointment and
perseverance.”

Fourth-grader Kayla Godwin shared similar senti-
ments and said, “Art is the subject I like the best. I’ve
tried it and tried it and I get better and better.” While
working on her Van Gogh-inspired painting of irises,
Kayla paid close attention to the artist’s choices. She
took some artistic license, though, and incorporated
tulips, her favorite flower. “To be able to create art, it
means you’re expressing your feelings and you can
change it up and make it your own.”

“I try more and more to be myself, caring relatively
little whether people approve or disapprove.”

In order to capture and retain her students’ atten-
tion over the weeks of study, Preacher employed a
variety of strategies, and some of them required con-
siderable personal commitment. “My niece dyed my
hair blue and I doused it with glitter so it looks like
‘Starry Night.’ I painted my shoes with sunflowers, I
wear a Van Gogh T-shirt and socks, I even had my
nails done with ‘Starry Night.’ ”

“What would be of life if we didn’t have the courage
of doing something new?”

Preacher went above and beyond the traditional
instructional conventions because she feels it’s impor-
tant for her students to be familiar with art history’s
masters, Van Gogh in particular. “These are impor-
tant cultural things to know,” she said. “These things
are out there’ and you’re seeing them and you just
don’t know it. Everything is so merchandised, it’s
everywhere, it has affected everything and it’s going
to get in your head whether you realize it or not. That
artist has some importance’ and you need to know
why.”

“What am I in the eyes of most people — a non-
entity, an eccentric, or an unpleasant person — some-
body who has no position in society and will never
have; in short, the lowest of the low. All right, then —
even if that were absolutely true, then I should one
day like to show by my work what such an eccentric,
such a nobody, has in his heart.”

Van Gogh was a prolific writer, and more than 800
of his letters were published in 1914, 24 years after his
death. Widely recognized for their literary merit, they
clearly highlight his poetic sensibilities. As a culmi-
nating activity, Preacher asked her students to re-
flect, in writing, on what they learned and created. In
response to her recreation of Van Gogh’s “Chair,” one
fifth-grader penned her own poetic analysis. “An
empty house; one room has creaks and one colorful
chair to sit in. A clock, still working. Nobody’s home;
just a chair and a clock, sitting there, alone.”

“It’s as interesting and as difficult to say a thing
well as to paint it. There is the art of lines and colors,
but the art of words exists too, and will never be less
important.”

However her students choose to express them-
selves, Preacher embraces each individual’s unique
qualities. “It is your artwork and your artwork is
different from somebody else’s artwork, and that’s
OK because that’s what was inside of you.” Van Gogh
was unapologetic about expressing himself creative-
ly. It took a while for the world to catch up but now,
more than a century later, we recognize the bravery
in his artwork, which serves to inspire and connect us
all.

“I want to touch people with my art. I want them to
say ‘he feels deeply, he feels tenderly.’ ”

Van Gogh
Continued from Page 1C
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