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TLHLife

Enjoy more access to your kitchen with custom pull-out shelves for your existing cabinets.

50% OFF INSTALLATION*

ACCESS EVERYTHING YOU NEED,

Schedule Your Free Design Consultation (850) 354-6988
*Limit one offer per household. Applies to purchases of 5 or more Classic or Designer Glide-Out™ shelves. Expires 3/31/2018. Lifetime warranty valid for Classic or Designer Solutions.

Movies

ON THE ROAD TO DAMASCUS: Fol-
low the back-story of The Messiah’s
most influential follower and prolific let-
ter-writer (James Faulkner) after he is
tossed into a Roman prison in the reli-
gious drama “Paul, Apostle of Christ.”
It’s rated PG-13 and opens Friday at
AMC 20 and Governor’s Square.

LOVE IN THE DARK: A lonely, gui-
tar-plucking teenager (Bella Thorne)
with a rare genetic condition that makes
her deadly allergic to sunlight begins a
nocturnal relationship with a hunky boy
(Patrick Schwarzenegger) from the
neighborhood in the romantic tearjerker
“Midnight Sun.” It’s rated PG-13 and
opens Friday at AMC 20 and Governor’s
Square.

A HERO WILL RISE: After squander-
ing his talents working for the criminal
underworld, a rebellious young pilot
(John Boyega) gets serious when gigan-
tic, destructive monsters show up to de-
stroy major cities in the action pic se-
quel “Pacific Rim: Uprising.” It’s rated
PG-13 and opens Friday at AMC 20, the
IMAX Theatre and Governor’s Square.

GARDEN CRIMES: In England, an
ace, miniature detective (voice of John-
ny Depp) is called in to track down kid-
napped garden ornaments in the ani-
mated comedy-adventure “Sherlock
Gnomes.” It’s rated PG and opens Fri-
day at AMC 20 and Governor’s Square.

CINEPHILES, REJOICE: Think of it
as Sundance South when The Tallahas-
see Film Festival 2018 screens 90 new
films (shorts, features, documentaries
and more) starting Friday and running
through Sunday at various venues
around the city. It all kicks off with di-
rector Onur Tukel’s satirical political
comedy “The Misogynists,” starring
Dylan Baker, at 7 p.m. Friday at the Stu-
dent Life Cinema, 942 Learning Way on
the Florida State campus. Tukel will be
on hand to field questions after the
movie is over. Tickets are $10. An after-
party follows at Proof Brewing in Rail-
road Square Art Park. VIP passes are
also available for the run of the festival.
For a complete rundown of films and
visiting directors, visit tallahasseefilm-
festival.com.

Theater

HOLDING ON TO ‘HOPE’: An old
friend named Sister Sunny, who be-
lieves she is a faith healer, visits a grief-
stricken buddy from college days when
Tallahassee playwright Bev DeMello’s
original work “Prisoners of Hope” runs
at 8 p.m. Friday and Saturday; 2 p.m.
Sunday at The Studio Theatre at Thea-
tre Tallahassee, 1861 Thomasville Road. 

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

FAMU alum
K. Michelle is
back to sing 
Get a jump on your
weekend entertainment
plans every Wednesday,
and pick up the Limelight
section on Friday

Mark Hinson
Tallahassee Democrat USA Today Network - Florida

See LIMELIGHT, Page 3C

Like many of us, Amy Rodgers has a
garage filled with boxes and bins. Unlike
many, Amy’s boxes are filled with items
that will be distributed to Tallahassee’s
homeless over the coming weeks. “I
have families that volunteer to help me
now,” she says. “It’s quite an operation.”

The operation is the
Backpack Project, an ini-
tiative that began two
years after Rodgers saw a
need for homeless resi-
dents of Tallahassee to
have hygiene and per-
sonal items that are often
taken for granted.

She and her sons, aged 4 and 7, began
using gallon ziplock bags to collect toi-

letries such as combs, razors, and de-
odorant, that could easily be handed to
people who were living on the streets. “I
handed a bag to someone and realized
they didn’t have anywhere to put it.
That’s when I realized I needed back-
packs,” Rodgers said. “I started asking
for specific items and started a Face-
book group. It’s grown from there.”

The viral growth of the project is
what landed Rodgers on this year’s list

of Tallahassee’s 25 Women You Need to
Know. Now in its 12th year, the program
is the Tallahassee Democrat’s way of
honoring women who lead. Meet the
women every day during the month of
March in print and on tallahassee.com.

“Amy is a compassion powerhouse,”
says friend Melinda Stuart-Tilley.
“Shortly before Hurricane Irma hit, Amy

25 WOMEN YOU NEED TO KNOW

Amy Rodgers stuffs backpacks for homeless
Heather Fuselier
Special to Tallahassee Democrat
USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See 25 WOMEN, Page 2C

Rodgers

The acclaimed Latin band Orkesta Mendoza has performed in thea-

ters and auditoriums all over the world but rarely in school cafete-

rias. More than 320 Fort Braden elementary and middle school

students were treated to a live concert by the Tucson-based musicians as

part of an educational outreach program offered by Opening Nights Per-

forming Arts at Florida State University. 

The band was founded in 2009 by Sergio Mendoza who said “we’ve

done maybe two of these kinds of shows before. It’s something we don’t do

very much. It’s fun and it was a good group of kids. They made it really easy

on us.”

Bandmate Sean Rogers agreed and added “the set we
played is the same music we play for adults. Those kids are
smart and they know if you’re dumbing it down for them. We
just go up there and be ourselves and talk to them and play
the music that we play for anyone. I think they get that.”

June Moberly, the school’s ESOL Coordinator, believes
they did. ESOL stands for English for Speakers of Other Lan-
guages and Moberly works closely with many Fort Braden
students to help develop their vocabulary while encouraging
them to maintain their native language at home as much as
possible. “We have a significant number of students who are
Hispanic. It’s about 25 percent of our student body so we
were super excited to host a Latin band. I was pumped,” Mo-
berly said.

The students were too and eighth-grader Desmond Nel-
son enjoyed the change of pace. “We definitely don’t see this
every day. They introduced these new types of songs like
Mariachi and a bunch of other types.”

Students were on their feet for an exciting violin solo. AMANDA THOMPSON

Cultural
connections 
Latin band sparks excitement at Fort Braden

Amanda Karioth Thompson Council on Culture & Arts

See BAND, Page 4C
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*Bowen, IrvingHunter 76 - 07-Mar Stephenson-Nelson Funeral Home
Daniels , Karen 72 Tallahassee 18-Mar Life SongFuneral Home
*Dudley Sr., Frankie Lane 80 Tallahassee 18-Mar Beggs Funeral Home
*Holt, Nira JeanWimberley 84 McMurray, PA 14-Mar Beinhauer Family Funeral Homes
Platt , Barbara 75 Tallahassee 14-Mar Life SongFuneral Home

* Additional information in display obituaries
Obituaries appear in print and online at www.legacy.com/obituaries/Tallahassee

TODAY’S OBITUARIES AND DEATH NOTICES
Name Age Town, State Death Date Arrangements

- - March 4, 1942 –
March 7, 2018

This wonderful Hus-
band,Father and Friend
leaves behind his wife
of 35 years Judith Reina
Bowen, son James Paul
Bowen,daughter Kelly
Bowen McCombs and
their spouses Sharon
Bombard Bowen and
Leith McCombs and
grandchildren Dan-
iel Bowen Savannah
Bowen, Tully Mc-
Combs and Shay Mc-
Combs. He is survived
by his brothers Ronald
Emory Bowen and Fred
Anderson Bowen. He
was predeceased by his
brother James William.

Irv served on the
Board of the Florida
State University Foun-
dation the Board of the
FSU Alumni Associa-
tion and the Board of
the Florida Chamber
of Commerce. In lieu
of anything else, please
honor Irv’s memory by
doing an act of kind-
ness for someone in
need.

Irving Hunter
Bowen MCMURRAY, PA - Nira Jean Wimberley Holt of

McMurray, PA, passed away peacefully Wednesday,
March 14, 2018, at the age of 84.

She was predeceased by the love of her life Wil-
liam Edward Holt, her husband of 63 years; parents
Erastus and Tommie Wimberley; sister Gilda W. Ivey
and brother William Bruce Wimberley.

Nira was born in Quincy, Florida, and moved with
her husband and growing family to the Pittsburgh
area in 1956. A natural beauty, Nira won numer-
ous beauty contests as a young woman, but it was
her smile that could light up a room, her southern
charm, and warm, outgoing demeanor that earned her so many friends
over the years. Her greatest joys and passions in life, however, came from
being a wife and homemaker, raising three children, and later as a loving
and much involved grandmother and great-grandmother.

Nira was a woman of deep faith and conviction who lived her life teaching
her children and others how to love and respect each other and God. She
was a devoted member of the Peters Creek Baptist Church for 60 years,
where she led some of the most creative Sunday School classes, sang in the
church choir, served as a deaconess, and generously made herself available
to anyone in need. Her zest for life and love of nature were evident in ev-
erything she did, whether it was leading Girl Scouts troops, gardening, or
enjoying wildlife and the outdoors through fishing, hiking, traveling, and
playing tennis. She was also a longstanding member of her church’s bible
study club, a member of the garden club, and was a talented seamstress
who taught her young daughters how to sew and made beautiful clothing
for them and herself.

Nira is survived by three children, William Edward Holt, Jr., and her
daughters Deborah René Holt (Philip) Campbell and Mary Rebecca Holt-
Ulam; grandchildren Jamie Holt (Nii) Addo, Audrey Holt (Brian) Swan-
son; Matthew Campbell, Graham Campbell, Andrew Campbell; Timothy
(Lindsay) Ulam II, Amanda Ulam (Richard) Dunavent, Devin Ulam; five
great- grandchildren; many special nieces and nephews; and sister-in-laws
Barbara Coppins Holt and Joann Nason Wimberley.

The family will hold a Celebration of Life on March 24, 2018, at 2 p.m., at
Peters Creek Baptist Church, 6300 Library Road, South Park, PA 15129. In
lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be sent to St. Jude Children’s
Research Hospital, stjude.org/Donate, or Peters Creek Baptist Church. Please
add or view tributes at www.beinhauer.com.

Nira Jean Wimberley Holt

TALLAHASSEE - Frankie Lane Dudley Sr. passed
away at home, with his loving family by his side.
He was born in Columbus, Georgia on Septem-

ber 12, 1937 to Frank and Ruby Lane
Dudley. Frankie retired from the United
States Air Force in 1976, after serving in
the Vietnam War. During his time in the

USAF he was a Training Instructor at Lackland
Air Force Base in San Antonio, Texas.

Frankie is survived by his loving wife Nelda Joy-
ner Dudley, one son Frankie L. Dudley Jr.(Sheila),
two step-daughters Debbie Lane(Patrick) and Ann
Crosby(Charley), one brother Michael R. Dudley
(Glenda);10 grandchildren and 13 great grand-
children. He was preceded in death by his parents,
his first wife of 42 years Paula Marie Dudley, and
a daughter Kelli Marie Dobbs.

Funeral Services for Frankie will be held on
March 22, 2018 at 3:00PM at Beggs Apalachee
Chapel 3322 Apalachee Parkway, with a visitation
taking place 1 hour prior to the service. Burial will
be at Tallahassee Memory Gardens Cemetery with
Military Honors. The family requests in lieu of
flowers donations be made to Big Bend Hospice
1723 Mahan Center Blvd Tallahassee, FL 32308.

Frankie Lane Dudley Sr.

Obituaries

Death leaves a heartache no one can heal,
love leaves a memory no one can steal.

From a Headstone in Ireland

OBITUARY POLICY
The Tallahassee Democrat does not charge for a standard 
death notice. An extended obituary is available for a 
charge. The Tallahassee Democrat reserves the right 
to republish all obituaries. Obituaries and photographs 
submitted to the Tallahassee Democrat may be published, 
distributed, re-purposed and otherwise used in print, 
electronic and other media platforms. Deadline for 
publication for the following day is 2:30 p.m. 
After that time no new submissions, changes or 
cancellations may be made.
LOBBY HOURS: Monday - Friday 8:30am - 5:00pm
CALL CENTER HOURS: Monday - Sunday 8:30am - 6:00pm
Email obituaries to obitstd@tallahassee.com.
For more information on placing an obituary, 
please contact the obituary team at 888-516-0060.

The musicians explained that Maria-
chi is a traditional form of music that
originated in the Mexican state of Jalis-
co. From the stage, they asked where
students were from and numerous an-
swers rang out including Mexico, El Sal-
vador, Cuba, Puerto Rico, and Colombia. 

That moment was poignant and re-
minded Desmond, a native-born Amer-
ican, “that no matter what kind of cul-
ture you come from, no matter your
race, you can understand someone’s
culture more through their music. You
can relate to people more. In our coun-
try, we’re not really just one thing; we’re
kind of all mixed up and that’s a good
thing.” 

Moberly was hoping the perfor-
mance would resonate with students in
that way. “I am a true believer in the arts.
They go across culture, ethnicity, socio-
economic levels. It’s truly a language
that everyone can understand and ev-
eryone has the opportunity to embrace
it. I saw almost all the kids connecting
with their peers. I think that speaks vol-
umes.” 

Arts experiences like this offer stu-
dents and faculty members a more

three-dimensional perspective of oth-
ers and can change perceptions and
stereotypes, breaking down barriers.

“If you don’t speak Spanish in your
home and if you’re not of Hispanic eth-
nicity, I don’t know the likelihood that
you’d be watching Latin television or
listening to Latin music,” Moberly
pointed out. “If a child, for whatever rea-
son, has never been exposed to different
music, when they are, it’s enlightening.
It throws the door wide open.” 

Moberly and the rest of the Fort Bra-
den faculty and staff make a conscious
and consistent effort to celebrate their
students’ differences while highlighting
how much they have in common.
“Sometimes when kids and adults pro-
vide a negative response to someone
who they perceive as different it’s be-
cause there’s a level of fear or unfamil-
iarity. We put up armor and for some
people that armor can look unkind. But
with a program like this, everyone is
having a good time, everyone is enjoy-
ing the music because that’s something
that we can all get into.”

For sixth-grader Andrea Ruiz, who
lived in Colombia before moving to Tal-
lahassee, the concert offered a nostalgic
and welcomed taste of home. “I hear
Hispanic music all the time in my family
but I haven’t been able to hear an actual
band in front of me and be able to con-

nect with that in the past four years. I
miss it a lot. My friend and I were danc-
ing together and having a lot of fun. She
doesn’t even speak Spanish but it didn’t
matter,” she laughed. 

“The arts are a way to feel what other
people are feeling or understand things
that you haven’t experienced,” said An-
drea. “To be able to make people feel

what they’ve been through, everything
that they’ve felt in their life, artists can
show that.”

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the
Assistant Director for the Council on
Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency for arts and cul-
ture (www.tallahasseearts.org).

Orkesta Mendoza performs for students at Fort Braden school. AMANDA THOMPSON

Band
Continued from Page 1C

Summer camp is all about transfor-
mation. Camp counselors become role
models. Bunkmates learn healthy con-
flict-resolution. Even the shy kids make
new friends.

“Parents often notice a big difference
when their child comes back from camp.
They say their kids are more mature, re-
sponsible and confident in themselves,”
said Neva Baltzell, state camping pro-
gram coordinator for Florida 4-H, the
youth development program of the Uni-
versity of Florida Institute of Food and
Agricultural Sciences Extension. 

“The culture of acceptance and sup-
port at our camps makes this growth
possible,” she said.

Here are 10 big ways camp can
change a child’s life for the better:

1. They’ll dare to try something
new.

At camp, most kids are in unfamiliar
territory, Baltzell said. “4-H has camps
for everything from marine biology to
archery to cooking. Trying new things
can be a bit daunting for some, but get-
ting over that hurdle can give them the
courage to try more new things,” she
said.

2. They’ll learn to unplug.
Smartphones, tablets and video

games are usually not part of camp ac-
tivities. “Knowing how to communicate
with people in person is becoming more
and more valuable. Putting away de-
vices gives kids a chance to interact
face-to-face and build social skills,”
Baltzell said.

3. They’ll make new friends.
“Unlike the social scene kids might

find at school, many campers don’t
know each other, so new friendships
quickly blossom,” said Sarah Hensley,
youth curriculum and evaluation state
specialized UF/IFAS Extension agent
with Florida 4-H.

New friends may not share the same
backgrounds, so camp exposes kids to a
diversity of experiences and helps them
see beyond what they’ve grown up with,
Hensley said. According to a 2017 sur-
vey of 4-H campers, 96 percent reported
making new friends. Forming relation-
ships and feeling like they “fit in” is cru-
cial to the development of young chil-
dren and camp is a place where that
happens.

4. They’ll learn to live with room-

mates.
“Everyone has to learn to live among

other people — whether their bunk-
mates, co-workers or the neighbors next
door,” Baltzell said. Camp cabins are a
perfect place to work on respecting oth-
ers and keeping the peace.

5. They’ll practice empathy.
A recent survey of 4-H campers

showed that 93 percent of participants
said they “learned to ‘consider how oth-
ers feel’ as a result of attending camp,”
Hensley said. With adult supervision,
youth can practice working out conflicts
by putting themselves in another’s
shoes.

6. They’ll get in touch with nature.
From kayaking to hiking in the

woods, campers gain an appreciation
for the environment and are more likely
to be inspired to conserve it for future
generations, Hensley said.

7. They’ll learn independence and
responsibility.

For many children, summer camp is
the first time they’ve been away from
their parents for an extended time.

Campers have to make more decisions
for themselves and think through the
consequences of those decisions, Balt-
zell said. Ninety-five percent of campers
say that they learned to be “responsible
for their actions” while attending 4-H
camp. 

8. They’ll find a mentor — or be-
come one.

“At 4-H camps, 14 to 18-year-olds act
as camp counselors to the younger kids.
Counselors get hands-on leadership
training, and the younger kids look to
the counselors as role models,” Baltzell
said.

9. They’ll work as a part of a team.
“Campers quickly learn how to solve

problems as a group,” Hensley said.
“Whether they’re trying to build the per-
fect s’more or paddle a canoe, youth
learn the power of cooperation.”

10. They’ll be accepted for who they
are.

“One of the 4-H mottos is ‘Making the
best better,” Baltzell said. “4-H members
accept others as they are, and create a
safe, inclusive community. 4-H mem-
bers always cheer each other on, and
that attitude really comes through in the
camp setting.”

To learn more about the 4-H program
and camping opportunities, contact
your local UF/IFAS Extension office or
go to SolutionsForYourLife.com.

10 reasons to consider summer camp
Samantha Grenrock
UF/IFAS

Looking for a summer camp?
Check out all the local listings online for everything from Brush and Palette’s Art
Attack day camps to Warner Soccer Camps at tallahassee.com/camps. Pick up the
March 4 Summer Camps issue at the Tallahassee Democrat lobby. 
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