
Tallahassee Democrat - 03/18/2019 Page : B01

Copyright © 2019 Tallahassee Democrat. All rights reserved. Use of this site signifies your agreement to the  Terms of Service  and  Privacy Policy/Your California Privacy Rights  , updated March
2007. 03/18/2019
March 18, 2019 10:26 am (GMT +4:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 80% from original to fit letter page


L
u Vickers’ childhood in rural Chattahoochee was filled with stories. The

small town shares a strange past with the state’s mental hospital, but

more than that, Vickers always had her young ears open for local gossip

while she used her imagination to craft stories.

Now a published author and writing professor at TCC, Vickers says that paying

attention to the world around you is the greatest advice she can give students.

“I love going to antique stores and places where people know each other,” says

Vickers. “You hear these Southern voices starting to tell crazy stories. Listening to

people can give you ideas and I think that’s imperative if you want to be a writer or

an artist.”

It was spying a billboard for Weeki Wachee
Springs State Park that set her on the path to
becoming a writer on Florida history because
she was inspired to go see the park. Though
Vickers started out as a fiction writer, meeting
a group of older mermaids who called them-
selves “The Tails of Yesteryear” encouraged
her to temporarily put her novel aside and
write non-fiction. 

She went on to publish books on Cypress
Gardens in addition to “Remembering Para-

dise Park: Tourism and Segregation in Silver
Springs.” The accompanying photographs of
the latter and most recent book are on display
at the TCC Fine Art Gallery through March 25. 

“You just have to give yourself to a project
like this,” says Vickers. “My insatiable curios-
ity about things helped push me along.” 

Vickers met Paradise Park’s official pho-
tographer Bruce Mozert through her past 

Children at Paradise Park, open for only 20 years during segregation. BRUCE MOZERT 

A segregated history
PARADISE PARK SPRINGS TO LIFE IN BOOK, TCC EXHIBIT 

Bruce Mozert’s photographs from Paradise Park
are part of a the display at the TCC Fine Art
Gallery through March 25. BRUCE MOZERT

Amanda Sieradzki Council on Culture & Arts

See HISTORY, Page 3B
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ONLY $99

Completed by 3/31/2019.Promo Code SPRING

CALL ABOUT OUR
AIR DUCT CLEANING

Residential only; cannot be used for water restoration services. Must present promo code at time of service. Valid at participating locations only. Combined living areas,
L-shaped rooms and rooms over 300 sq. ft. are considered 2 areas. Baths, halls, large walk-in closets and area rugs are priced separately. Offer does not include protector.

FL #CAC1816408

There’s Spring Cleaning... And Then
There’s Professional Spring Cleaning.

656-1777

When Kathy Bell left Tallahassee, she
was a recent college graduate off to At-
lanta to work in the male-dominated,
high-tech field of personal computer
sales. When she returned in 1995, she
had earned her stripes as a corporate
trainer and manager.

She was different, and so was the col-
lege town she remembered. Luckily for
Tallahassee, this time she chose to stay.

You might recognize Bell’s name from

the engineering firm she
owns with her husband.
They purchased Coloney
Bell in 1995, and she
joined its corporate team
as CEO in 1999.

Her name may ring a
bell (pun intended) from
her time as the chairman

of the board of the Tallahassee Chamber
of Commerce, where she has been a
fierce advocate for local business own-
ers.

This year, she is also one of Tallahas-
see’s 25 Women You Need To Know.

Now in its 13th year, the program is the
Tallahassee Democrat's way of honor-
ing women who lead. Look for their pro-
files during March in print and see
videos on tallahassee.com.

“Leadership just happens,” Bell says
with calm commitment to the task.
“When you engage and commit your
time, energy, emotions, and finances to
an organization, you need to mean it.
You need to be ready to handle whatever
happens.”

She speaks from experience. During 

Presenting the 25 Women
The 25 Women You Need to Know and 5
Young Women to Watch is presented by
Moore, a nationally ranked communica-
tions and marketing agency.

25 WOMEN YOU NEED TO KNOW 

Kathy Bell embraces collaboration, speaking up
Heather Fuselier
Special to Tallahassee Democrat
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

Bell

See BELL, Page 2B
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book projects. Co-author Cynthia Wil-
son-Graham, an advocate and educator,
was instrumental in installing a histori-
cal marker for the exclusively African
American park and shared her research
with Vickers.

Hooked on learning more, she em-
barked on writing a book about this
tourist destination that was only open
for 20 years. 

“I felt it was important to get these
stories down,” explains Vickers, who
says many first-hand accounts were
disappearing as people passed away.
“I’d seen the photos and spent a lot of
time researching the history of African
Americans traveling after slavery.” 

Vickers’ own family did not do much
traveling. She read constantly and made
up her own stories in middle and high
school, a love of language and words be-
ginning at a young age. As a student in
Florida State University’s creative writ-
ing program, Vickers’ mentor, Jerome
“Jerry” Stern gave her invaluable advice
on parsing out the five or more stories
she might have in a piece and focusing
on just one.

As a teacher at TCC, she takes the
same prompts she gives students to en-
courage her own practice and travels as
much as she can. Vickers’ won a Nation-
al Endowment for the Arts grant for fic-
tion writing, and has had work featured
in the Florida Flambeau and the Tampa

Bay Times.
Though she didn’t set out to tell sto-

ries of Florida’s landmark sites or forgot-
ten past, she feels a particular passion
for preserving sites like Paradise Park in
the words of the people who were there. 

“I let this book be an oral history,”
says Vickers. “It’s written in a style simi-
lar to feature writing as it’s very people-
oriented. Then I make connections that
people might not have made on their
own.” 

Her favorite passage opens with a
quote from author Zora Neale Hurston,
who talks about a river running under-
neath the ground and coming back up to
the surface. It reminded Vickers of Para-
dise Park as a sister spring to Silver
Springs State Park, hidden under the
water. Though many claimed they didn’t

know it existed, she believes that white
privilege and willful ignorance played a
significant role in its obscurity.

Pouring over microfilms and online
news archives, Vickers found few men-
tions of Paradise Park.

The majority of her book consists of
hours of interviews that she transcribed
and worked into each chapter. The book
is laid out to cover how African Amer-
icans traveled post-emancipation —
how they were accepted in some areas
until segregation set in and how thriv-
ing black communities disappeared af-
ter desegregation.

“People talked to me about how much
they lost,” says Vickers. “An attorney,
Dorsey Miller, said when you have inte-
gration that means melding together,
but that’s not what happened. They just

shut stuff down…Paradise Park got
closed and bulldozed.” 

Mozert’s photographs inspired much
of Vickers’ writing.

She described a picture of four young
women as having “not a trace of shame
on their faces,” later learning they were
four Ph.D. students and including their
story as an insert in the book. Vickers
says that many images may not have
been seen outside of family albums but
that their exposure paints a fuller pic-
ture of the time period.

Because of this reality, she felt it was
even more important to have the pho-
tographs shared on a larger scale. The
exhibition at the TCC Fine Art Gallery
features 50 of Mozert’s prints. Speakers
will activate the space this month with
their own recollections of the park and
black travel, featuring activist and cre-
ator of the FSU Civil Rights Institute Do-
by Flowers and author Tameka Bradley
Hobbs. 

“It was a safe place to go where you
could just be yourself,” describes Vick-
ers, who is insistent that the boat driv-
ers, park workers and attendees of Para-
dise Park are recognized and heard. “So
many people don’t know the story about
African Americans and vacations. It’s
not been written a lot about…Paradise
Park was a safe haven and loved by so
many people.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella
agency for arts and culture (www.talla-
hasseearts.org).

History
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Lu Vickers, center, pictured with mermaids of yesteryear. COURTESY OF LU VICKERS

should do better in ensuring everyone is
able to achieve upward mobility. I be-
lieve our community has the means and
resources to drastically reduce poverty,
but I also believe it is going to take a
commitment from all sectors to join in
taking strategic action to address it.

Our goal should not be ensuring
equal outcome measures because dis-
parities in income will always exist; our
goal should be to achieve equal access to
opportunities — a supported approach
by the FL Chamber Foundation. Ad-
dressing poverty must lead with a holis-
tic approach — that supports the whole
person — rather than the band-aid solu-
tion.

We must commit to enhancing ac-
cess to jobs, child/youth care and devel-
opment, legal resources, education and
training, healthy and nutritious foods,
health care, affordable housing, reliable
transportation and livable wages to
name a few. But we must also look at the
data to know what exacerbates this is-
sue locally.

One of the most consistent areas is
that the quality of an individual’s health
is negatively affected by lower socioeco-
nomic status, particularly impoverish-
ment. 

Poverty is associated with a host of
health risks, including elevated rates of
heart disease, diabetes, hypertension,
cancer, infant mortality, mental illness,
undernutrition, lead poisoning, asthma,
and dental problems leading to shorter
life expectancies.

This research is consistent with the
2018 ALICE Report, which notes trends
on the rise impacting the economic
landscape specifically highlighting

It’s been a whirlwind of a year. One
can see the dark circles and the fatigue
batter my face. And I have certainly felt
the effects of aging these last 11 months.
I know this because every time I run into
someone I haven’t seen in a while they
always ask, “are you OK?”

I used to take it personally, however
as I have reflected on why they might
have been asking me, I realized it’s be-
cause the weight of this work — to be
read as the weight of our community’s
growing economic segregation and
need for human services — is evident
and worn outwardly.

To understand the weight of this is-
sue, you must first understand what’s
reality in our community.

You must know and accept that 43%
of all households in Leon County are at
or below the ALICE threshold (including
those living in poverty) according to the
2018 ALICE Report. ALICE, an acronym
for Asset Limited, Income Constrained,
Employed, represents households that
earn more than the Federal Poverty Lev-
el, but less than the basic cost of living
for the county. Consequently, this pop-
ulation struggles to afford basic needs.

Economically segregated

While Tallahassee is ranked one of
the top 100 best places to live, we are
also one of the most economically seg-
regated communities in the country.

22% of our local children are food inse-
cure and more than 1,000 of our neigh-
bors are homeless on any given night. 1
in 6 individuals suffer from a mental or
behavioral issue and nearly 20% of
adults in our community cannot read or
write well enough to complete a job ap-
plication.

What’s more, the remaining 57% of
our community not designated as AL-
ICE – most are only one health emer-
gency or car repair away from a signifi-
cantly different financial position.
These are not stories we tell ourselves to
create concern, these are realities that
should give each of us pause in under-
standing the magnitude of poverty and
its effects in our beloved city.

In addition to the growing demand on
human services to address the adverse
effects of poverty, we must also recog-
nize the enormous economic con-
straints it places on our community as
well. 

Poverty affects us all. Social prob-
lems in the form of inequality, home-
lessness, crime, educational failure,
health inequities, food insecurity and so
on, carry a variety of social conse-
quences, but also have staggering eco-
nomic implications.

Collective approach to solutions

I do not think there is an easy solu-
tion, but I do believe in the power of
community building and the power of
leveraged resources.

I believe in a collective approach to
addressing this complex issue because
we are all affected by poverty in differ-
ent ways. I believe Tallahassee can and

health inequality, among others despite
being excluded as a focus area in the
new UWBB funding direction.

Investing in stronger community

Knowing what limits our neighbors
from achieving economic stability, we
can begin to refine our methods and out-
comes to be more supportive of the
needs in our community. I encourage us
all to have the courage to put our people
first and increase our investments and
supports for human services that en-
sure a strong network and infrastruc-
ture to reduce poverty and its preva-
lence in our community. 

We must advocate and support fund-
ing processes and systems that align the
greatest community needs with all out-
come areas to reduce poverty. I encour-
age you to take a bold look at where your
personal and professional resources go
and ensure that the work is being done
in alignment with what will not only ad-
vance our community but your business
and our economy.

I know the work of my UPHS mem-
bers is vital. I know that without them,
thousands upon thousands of our
neighbors would be in dire straits.

My immense gratitude to our City
and County partners and the Communi-
ty Human Service Partnership for their
ongoing financial support of human ser-
vices by enhancing the delivery of ser-
vices to those in need throughout Talla-
hassee-Leon County.

Amber Tynan is the executive direc-
tor of United Partners for Human Ser-
vices.

The face of poverty: Stark reality hits hard
Amber Tynan
Guest Columnist

Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Horrie Culpepper, Jr., who died at age
73 in 2003, was known about town for
several reasons. While a childhood ill-
ness left him partially impaired, it did
not stop him from a life of excitement
and serving others.

Maybe there really are guardian an-
gels. For many Tallahassee accident vic-
tims of the 1950s through the 1980s,
Horrie Culpepper could have fluttered
over them just long enough to save their
lives.

The only child of Horrie and Lucille
Culpepper, owners of Culpepper Con-
struction Company, was stricken with
encephalitis at an early age. While never
completely overcoming the effects of
this disease, it did not stop him from be-
coming an Eagle Scout, photographer,
HAM radio operator, and, most of all, an
emergency services volunteer.

His passion

Horrie’s real joy was patrolling in
“Rescue One,” as he referred to his fully
outfitted first-responder vehicle. Over
the years it was either a Jeep or Chev-
rolet Suburban. 

State troopers, police officers, deputy
sheriffs, and firefighters of that era
would always recognize the arrival of
Rescue One.

With various antennas swinging
back and forth and spotlights sweeping
the area, Horrie would arrive, offer to

help, and eagerly await an assignment
even if it was something as simple as
brewing coffee on one of the appliances
that he carried onboard. Laid out neatly
in the back were pry bars, gloves, hel-
mets, flashlights, oxygen tanks, and
flares that he was always eager to pro-
vide. Incredibly, he had the first “Porta-
Power” unit in Tallahassee; even before
the fire department.

With this hydraulic device, firefight-
er/rescue personnel could pry open
doors and bend the twisted metal of
crashed vehicles enabling them to ex-
tract the injured persons.

Radio scanners with every police and
fire frequency sat by his bed at night so
he could monitor the action. Rescue
One, of course, was outfitted with the
same radios so he could maintain an
awareness of the situation that he was
responding to.

At one traffic crash, he ripped out a
piece of the seat from his vehicle so a
state trooper could use it as a backboard
while removing an injured person from
a car. But his care and concern didn’t
end there. People that he had assisted at
an accident scene would often get a visit
from him if they were hospitalized.

As Tallahassee grew from a small
town to a city, and security increased at
law enforcement facilities, Horrie began
to visit the various fire stations more
frequently.

On one occasion in 1970, he was vis-
iting the fire department airport divi-
sion when a twin-engine Cessna
crashed on landing at the Tallahassee
Municipal Airport. Horrie’s photo of the
crash is now on file at the State Library
and Archives of Florida.

A common fixture around Tallahas-
see, Horrie was considered eccentric by
some and perhaps a little frightening or
intimidating by others because of his di-
rect approach.

However, he was not in the least bit
mean-spirited and only wanted to be
accepted and valued. “He certainly kept
me on my toes,” reflected Virginia
Thorne, a family member and his trust
administrator. While his behavior could
be challenging, his energy was always
directed toward helping people.

Remembrances

As a young police officer in the early
‘70s, I was always grateful for his well-
intended assistance. And then there
were his stories! Because of his late-
night ramblings, he was always encoun-
tering situations that he enjoyed talking

about; maybe embellishing a little.
Many of his stories focused on his

“Cherokee Princess,” his imaginary girl-
friend, based on a real person, who was
always up to something.

And then there was the “C B Bandit;”
his conjured petit criminal who prowled
the night listening in on private conver-
sations on his citizens band radio while
plotting his next crime. Horrie could
have been a writer for the old radio
“Dragnet” series.

As our beautiful city continues to
grow and change, I reflect on the charac-
ters that made our home so unique and
the lessons we learn from them. For
Horrie, it was humility, being productive
and service to others.

David Brand is a retired police officer
who works for a nonprofit that repre-
sents the interests of law enforcement.
He lives in St. Teresa Beach, Florida.

Remembering Horrie Culpepper and Rescue One

Cessna 320
photo taken by
Horrie
Culpepper
after it had
crashed at the
Tallahassee
Municipal
Airport.
HORRIE CULPUPPER

David Brand
Guest Columnist
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