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D
espite his surly disposi-

tion, appalling manners

and repellent personal

hygiene, Shrek has be-

come one of the world’s most beloved

movie stars. The original “Shrek” film

was released in 2001 and was an im-

mediate success, winning an Academy

Award for best animated feature. This

anti-fairy tale inspired numerous se-

quels and spin-offs amounting to one

of the highest-grossing film franchises

in history.

Catapulted beyond the silver
screen, “Shrek The Musical” pre-
miered on Broadway in 2008 and was
nominated for eight Tony Awards. It
was only a matter of time before the
show was adapted for young per-
formers and “Shrek The Musical Jr.”
has delighted audiences ever since.
This condensed version provides
plenty of hilarity and hijinks as stu-
dents from Fairview Middle School
recently learned.

“I love Shrek,” said Tim Peck, Fair-
view’s chorus and guitar teacher. “It’s
a really funny show and there are so
many different characters the kids
can play and relate to really well.” As
the production’s director, Peck said
he selected it because “middle school
is a really difficult time and this show
helps us realize that we can be our-
selves and we can accept ourselves.”

Song lyrics like “let your freak flag
fly” and “what makes us special,
makes us strong” highlight the
show’s essential message encourag-
ing self-confidence and inclusivity.
In theater, “we get to step into some-
body else’s shoes and, by extension,
we recognize that differences are not
a bad thing,” said Peck.

“The lessons students learn here
they will absolutely take with them.
They’re going to make different
choices when they’re around people
who are different than them and 

Applause for Sydney McCray (Fiona), Haniah Edwards (Gingy), Aiden Kingry (Shrek) and the rest of the “Shrek” cast at Fairview. PHOTOS BY AMANDA THOMPSON
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Enjoy more access to your kitchen with custom pull-out shelves for your existing cabinets.

50% OFF INSTALLATION*

ACCESS EVERYTHING YOU NEED,

Schedule Your Free Design Consultation (850) 354-6988
*Limit one offer per household. Applies to purchases of 5 or more Classic or Designer Glide-Out™ shelves. Expires 3/31/2018. Lifetime warranty valid for Classic or Designer Solutions.

Movies

VIGILANTE MAN: After his wife (El-
isabeth Shue) and daughter (Camila
Morrone) are brutally attacked by thugs

and left for dead during a home inva-
sion, a Chicago surgeon (Bruce Willis)
takes justice into his own hands out on
the streets in the remake of “Death
Wish.” It’s rated R and opens Friday at
AMC 20 and Governor’s Square.

SEEING ‘RED’: A prima ballerina
(Jennifer Lawrence) with the Bolshoi

Ballet has her career cut short by a sus-
picious accident and is forced to become
an undercover agent for corrupt spies in
the Russian government in the thriller
“Red Sparrow.” It’s rated R and opens
Friday at AMC 20 and Governor’s
Square.

GIRL POWER: Three young Palestin-
ian women — a party-hearty attorney, a
closeted lesbian bohemian and a de-
voutly Muslim computer nerd — try to
carve out their places in socially conser-

vative Tel Aviv when The Tallahassee
Film Society presents “In Between.” It’s
not rated, subtitled and runs Friday
through Sunday at All Saints Cinema.
Visit www.tallahasseefilms.com.

Theater

ALL IN THE ‘FAMILY’: Bring the
whole crew along when the darkly 

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

Judah & The Lion roars at The Moon
Get a jump on your weekend entertainment plans every
Wednesday, and pick up the Limelight section on Friday

Mark Hinson
Democrat senior writer

See LIMELIGHT, Page 3C

Comfortable
in their skin
Fairview students bond over ‘Shrek’ production
Amanda Karioth Thompson
Council on Culture & Arts

Piper Greisl played Pinocchio, a
character she identified with in
Fairview Middle School's production of
"Shrek." See SHREK, Page 8C
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TALLAHASSEE - TALLAHASSEE, Fla. _ Robert
Dempsey, a World War II veteran who served as a top
law enforcement official in New York and Miami and
helped modernize the Florida Department of Law
Enforcement in the 1980s, passed away peacefully
Monday morning, Feb. 26.

Dempsey died in Tallahassee following a brief
illness. He was 92.

While law enforcement was his career, he was a
devoted family man, lovingly referred to as ‘Papa’
by his grandchildren.

A true self-made man, Dempsey loved his family
and put them before everything else. He was known to fix anything, and
handle everything. He was a gentleman who opened doors, held out chairs
and stood when a lady entered the room. He believed in hard work and
commitment. He lived his life on his own terms with honesty, integrity
and personal responsibility. He loved learning and could quote poetry and
prose at will. He earned success but never forgot where he came from. He
was generous. He valued his children and grandchildren as his greatest
accomplishment. He never asked anyone for anything and lived his life
without complaint. He often said how lucky he was and what a wonderful
life he had had.

Born Jan. 4, 1926 in New York City’s impoverished lower east side, Demp-
sey became determined to build a better life for himself. He enlisted in
the Navy at age 16 during World War II and served on the USS Denebola.
Shortly after returning from the service, he married his teenage sweetheart,
Catherine Giglinto, and they started a family that would grow to five sons
and a daughter and eight grandchildren.

When he returned from his service with the Navy, he went to night school
to earn his high school diploma and then joined the New York City Police
Department. With the GI bill, he earned an accounting degree from New
York University in 1954 and a law degree from St. John’s University School
of Law in 1961. He also received a master’s degree in public administration
from the John Jay College of Criminal Justice in 1971.

Dempsey began his law enforcement career in 1951 with the New York

City Police Department, earning the rank of lieutenant and moving up to
director of the department’s legal division. He left in 1972 to become director
of the Dade County Public Safety Department’s legal division in Miami and
was promoted to the agency’s assistant director in 1978.

In September 1982, then-Gov. Bob Graham named Dempsey FDLE com-
missioner and he served until March 1988 when he resigned so he and wife
could be with their son Jimmy in New York, who was battling cancer.

Under his leadership at FDLE, Dempsey helped the state implement the
Integrated Approach to Combating Organized Crime, working with other
state agencies to seize felons’ business assets through civil lawsuits and to
press criminal prosecutions.

His innovative and outstanding leadership in Florida’s criminal justice
community was apparent statewide to the many local, state and federal agency
partners. However, his lasting impact was also great within the department.
His legacy includes his lasting influence on the team of men and women
who served as members of FDLE.

Dempsey was married 55 years to his beloved wife Catherine, who died in
2002. They had six children: Robert L. Dempsey who died in 1985; Gerard
Dempsey (wife Joan); James Dempsey (wife Margaret); Brian Dempsey
(wife Linda); Lorraine Yeomans (husband Adam) and Louis Dempsey (wife
Lily). He is also survived by eight grandchildren: Alison Dempsey, Robert
T. Dempsey, Cole Yeomans, Emma Dempsey, Matthew Yeomans, Grace
Dempsey, Catherine Yeomans and Leah Dempsey. He is survived by his wife
Barbara Jorgenson, whom he married in 2009.

A visitation will be held at 5:00 PM on Thursday, March 1, 2018 at Culley’s
MeadowWood Funeral Home, 1737 Riggins Road, Tallahassee. A funeral
service will follow beginning at 6:00 PM. Burial will be at 2:00 PM, Saturday,
March 3, 2018 at Hollywood Memorial Gardens, Hollywood, Florida.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations to Florida Sheriffs Youth
Ranches in memory of Robert Dempsey at

https://www.youthranches.org/ways-to-give/online-donation

Robert R. Dempsey

GREENSBORO - 
William Floyd Mar-
low, Junior was born 
September 24, 1974. 
Husband of Kim Mar-
low, and son to Paula 
Marlow-Toole and the 
late Floyd Marlow, Sr. 
He left this earth on 
February 26, 2018. He 
was an avid fisherman 
and enjoyed spending 
time with his fam-
ily and friends. He is 
survived by his wife, 
Kim, mother Paula, 
sister Stephanie Ed-
wards-Griffin (Shane), 
Mother-in-law Joan 
Swafford, son Josh Hov-
ers (Gena), daughter 
Ashley Wallace (Char-
lie), nephews Derrin-
ger Edwards (Whitney) 
and Alex Gonzalez, 
grandchildren Steven, 
Wyatt, Clayton, Har-
low, Bristol (Ms. B) 
and Fisher, great niece 
Kaybrie Edwards, and 
many cousins and ex-
tended family. Visita-
tion will be on Thurs-
day, March 1, 2018 at 
Charles McClellan 
Funeral Home,15 S. 
Jackson St., Quincy, FL. 
(850) 627-7677, from 
5:00-8:00pm. Services 
will be at Floyd’s home, 
210 Hall Ln, on Friday, 
March 2, 2018 at 11:00 
am followed by burial 
at Providence Baptist 
Church Cemetery.

William Floyd 
Marlow, Jr
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make choices that are
healthy for themselves
too. We can protect the
value that the students
feel within themselves
and the value they see in
others.”

Eighth-grader Piper
Greisl internalized that
concept and said her ta-
keaway from the show is
“even though we’re all
very different, we should
accept that, no matter
what.” She identified
with her character Pinoc-
chio despite their clear
differences. “He’s kind of
awkward and I’m kind of
awkward myself. He’s
also a little sarcastic and
I’m sometimes sarcastic
so I connected with him
in that way.”

Sydney McCray also
felt a kinship with her
character, Fiona.
“Through the whole
show, Fiona is persistent-
ly showing this hopeful
feeling; conveying to the
audience that she really
believes deep down in-
side, her dream will come
true,” said the eighth-
grader.

Fiona was hiding a
shameful secret though
she ultimately learns to
embrace her true self.
“This is how I want ev-
erybody to feel; comfort-
able in their own skin and
confident in themselves
and who they are,” Syd-
ney said.

With dreams of her
own and confidence to
spare, Sydney explained,
“both my parents are
singers and artists so be-
ing around that environ-
ment exposed me to dif-
ferent elements of mu-
sic.” She added “the arts
shape kids into real peo-
ple. They enhance your
hobbies into more than
that; essentially creating
an eventual career. Per-
forming is just what I was
meant to do.”

Peck is proud of his
students for their dedica-
tion to their craft, charac-
ters and each other. Both
on stage and backstage,
these middle schoolers
demonstrated teamwork,
tenacity, and mutual re-
spect, all essential re-
quirements for a suc-

cessful production as
well as a successful life.

“These youngsters are
confident enough,
through this experience,
to stand up and say we
are going to fight for our
differences, we are not
going to be put aside. We
can listen to each other
and we all deserve equal
representation.”

Amanda Karioth
Thompson is the Assis-
tant Director for the
Council on Culture &
Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency
for arts and culture
(www.tallahas-
seearts.org).

Many familiar fairy tale characters make an
appearance in the show. AMANDA THOMPSON

Shrek
Continued from Page 1C
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