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TLHLife

H
ungry for science?

Good! Because the National High Magnetic Field Laboratory is of-

fering a sumptuous science smorgasbord at its annual Open House.

This year’s event, slated for Feb. 23 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., is centered

around the theme of science and food. So not only will visitors see the only magnet

lab in North America (and the largest and highest-powered such facility in the

world); they will also be able to sample more than 100 hands-on activities connected

with the science of all things edible and potable.

“Bring a hearty appe-
tite,” said MagLab Public
Affairs Director Kristin
Roberts, organizer of the
event. “From chemistry
to physics and from biol-
ogy to engineering, we’ve
got a balanced diet of ac-
tivities in store for sci-
ence fans of all ages.”

Along with the peren-
nially popular demos
(Liquid nitrogen ice
cream! Pressure-pro-
pelled potatoes!) that
MagLab visitors have
come to expect from the
region’s biggest science
event, this year’s menu
includes lots of new,
fresh and filling items.

They include a game
that challenges visitors
to identify microscopic
images of foods; demon-
strations on how to cre-
ate weird foods like fruit
jelly “caviar” and vegeta-
ble foams; information 

The MagLab open house last year attracted hundreds of people curious about science in their everyday lives. This year’s
event starts at 10 a.m. Saturday. ASHLEY WHITE/DEMOCRAT 

Feast on science 
Bring your appetite to MagLab Open House

Kristen Coyne Special to Tallahassee Democrat | USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

There will be lots of games and demonstrations at
FSU’s MagLab Open House on Saturday. JACKSON

TARPLEY/DEMOCRAT FILES 

If you go
When: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 23 

Where: National MagLab, Innovation Park, 1800 E.
Paul Dirac Drive 

What: More than 100 hands-on activities for science
fans of all ages 

Cost: Open House is free and fun for everyone, but
donations of canned goods (for Second Harvest of
the Big Bend) are welcome. 

For more info: nationalmaglab.org/openhouseSee SCIENCE, Page 4B

More than a decade before “The
Star-Spangled Banner” officially be-
came America’s national anthem, “Lift
Every Voice” was dubbed “The Negro
National Anthem” by the NAACP.

Originally written as a poem by
James Weldon Johnson in 1900, “Lift
Every Voice” was set to music five years
later by his brother John Rosamond
Johnson. Since then, it has been re-
corded and performed by numerous
artists including Anita Baker, Dionne
Warwick, Stevie Wonder, and Beyoncé
in 2018 at the Coachella Valley Music
and Arts Festival. 

The latest group of artists to make it
their own are students from Godby
High School. In celebration of Black
History Month, the song will open an
arts extravaganza called “The Power of
the Black Artist.” The program will be
split into three parts. 

The first part honors the past by
highlighting artists from the Harlem

Renaissance. The second focuses on
the present by showcasing artists be-
tween the Civil Rights Movement and
today. The last looks to the future by
featuring all original work from both
current students and alumni. 

A collaboration between the school’s
band, dance, chorus, and drama pro-
grams, the production is packed with
examples of black artists who have

brought about positive change. This
show will give Godby arts students an
opportunity to join their ranks. 

Treveon Miller is an 11th-grade actor
and vocalist. He’s been performing
since he was a child and his favorite
part of this production is “Lift Every
Voice.”

Students express ‘Power of the Black Artist’

Godby’s production called “The Power of the Black Artist” is a collaboration
between the school’s band, dance, chorus, and drama programs. SPECIAL TO THE

DEMOCRAT 

Amanda Karioth Thompson
Council on Culture & Arts

See ARTIST, Page 4B

Special Events

COMMUNITY UNITY: FAMU pre-
sents the annual Harambee Festival
honoring African and black traditions
and inspiring unity in the community
from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday at Cas-
cades Park. There will be food and
craft vendors, live music and dance
performances, cultural presentations
and more. It’s free. Visit https://
www.facebook.com/
events/198315383968417.

Reading

GET LIT: Acclaimed author and
FSU alum Kent Wascom joins Nation-
al Book Award winner Bob Shacochis
for a reading and conversation about
Wascom’s latest novel “The New In-
heritors” at 6 p.m. Saturday at Mid-
town Reader, 1123 Thomasville Road.
It’s free but get there early to claim a
seat. Call 850-425-2665.

Music

LOS LOBOS LOPES IN: Just anoth-
er band from East L.A.? No así, mis
amigos! Not when you’re talking about
Los Lobos, one of the best pure rock ’n’
roll bands in the world. From the
band’s debut “How Will the Wolf Sur-
vive” to the masterpiece “Kiko & the
Lavender Moon” to the band’s latest
studio album “Gates of Gold,” Los Lo-
bos has kept it real - no B.S., no fa-fa
fooling around - for more than 40
years. Think that’s amazing? Wait till
you hear them shred through their
huge catalog of hits at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday at The Moon, 1105 E. La-
fayette St. Tickets are $25 general ad-
mission, $35 reserved. Visit
www.moonevents.com.

PURE BLISS: Opening Nights sa-
lutes one of the greatest clarinet play-
ers of all time when The Julian Bliss
Septet performs “A Tribute to Benny
Goodman” at 7:30 p.m. Thursday in
Opperman Music Hall. Band leader
Bliss, one of the world’s finest contem-
porary clarinetists, and his tip-top
septet will explore the rich, lively and
lovely Goodman oeuvre at Thursday’s
concert. Tickets are $55 general ad-
mission, $27 for FSU students. Visit
https://openingnights.fsu.edu/
events/julian-bliss-septet/.

HOLY TOLEDO!: FSU’s Union Pro-
ductions presents Bandcamp champ
Car Seat Headrest with Naked Giants
at 8 p.m. Thursday at The Moon, 1105 E.
Lafayette St. The band started as a solo
project by Will Toledo, who self-pro-
duced and released 10 albums on the
Bandcamp platform before signing
with Matador Records and expanding
to a four-piece in 2015. Toledo’s early
material is ripe for rediscovery, which
is why the band recorded a reimagined
and fleshed-out version of the 2011 CD
“Twin Fantasy” last year. With tour
mates Naked Giants, Car Seat Head-
rest performs the new version on this
round of dates. Tickets are $20 general
public, free for FSU students. Visit
www.moonevents.com.

GATHERING MOSS: Two mighty
blues minds meld to spark a bonfire of
sound when Chicago guitar-slinger
Nick Moss and his band welcome spe-
cial guest and harmonica maestro
Nick Gruenling to the stage at 9 p.m.
Friday at Bradfordville Blues Club, 7152
Moses Lane. Tickets are $25 advance,
$30 at the door; this one is expected to
sell out. Visit www.bradfordvilleblues-
.com.

IN THE GRIND: It’s a blast from the
late ‘80s-early ‘90s when Alice in
Chains tribute band Grind and Stone
Temple Pilots tribute band Core team
up for a show at 8 p.m. Friday at Fifth &
Thomas, 1122 Thomasville Road.
Tickets are $8 advance, $10 day of
show. Visit www.fifthandthomas.com
or https://850tix.com/events/grind-
core.

LIMELIGHT EXTRA 

Explore
Harambee
Fest; catch
banjo champ
Get a jump on your
weekend entertainment
plans on Wednesday, and
pick up the Limelight
section on Friday

Kati Schardl
Special to Tallahassee Democrat
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

See LIMELIGHT, Page 3B
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Doak Campbell
Stadium

JEFFERSON ST

Dates, fees and amenities are subject to change. Limited time only. See office for details.

· Walk or bike to class

· Fully furnished apartments and townhomes

· Amenities for a fit and healthy lifestyle

· Academically oriented environment

· Individual liability leases

· Roommate matching available

OpenHouse
February 22nd | 8am–8pm

You’ve never lived like this.

AmericanCampus.com/Tallahassee

Apply by February 24th and
save $250 with zero down!

TD-0000297342

on how magnetic levita-
tion and nuclear magnet-
ic resonance are used for
food quality control and
safety; and an introduc-
tion to one of the world’s
largest pressure cookers
(and what MagLab engi-
neers use it for).

More interested in
adult beverages? Sorry —
there won’t be any for
sample or sale. But visi-
tors can learn about the
chemistry of aging beers
age and how to know
when wine-bound
grapes are ready to har-
vest. The latter demo is
sponsored by the FAMU
Center for Viticulture
and Small Fruit Re-
search, one of dozens of
Open House community
partners. Other partners
include Florida State
University’s Department
of Nutrition, Food & Ex-
ercise Sciences, Keiser
University’s Culinary
Arts Department and the

Florida Department of
Agriculture and Con-
sumer Services.

With such a vast, all-
you-can-learn science
buffet to feast upon, visi-
tors may find they need a
break. When the mind is
stuffed but the belly
empty, food trucks will
offer lunch stuff and oth-
er goodies.

In addition, visitors
can kick back and watch
some fun science enter-
tainment planned for the
event, including an ani-
mation on crystals pro-
duced by the MagLab
and FSU’s School of Mo-
tion Picture Arts and a
live mini-musical about
the stuff scientists study
in the lab’s world-record
magnets. 

This year it will be
easier than ever to visit
Open House activities
elsewhere in the MagLab
neighborhood, thanks to
a trolley sponsored by In-
novation Park.

Trolleys will run from
11 a.m. to 4 p.m., with
stops at the MagLab, the
FAMU-FSU College of

Engineering, the Center
for Advanced Power Sys-
tems, the High Perfor-
mance Materials Insti-
tute, the Florida Center
for Advanced Aero-Pro-
pulsion and the Ma-
gLab’s Applied Super-
conductivity Center. 

Every year hundreds
of MagLab staff and
community partners vol-
unteer at Open House to
get people of all ages ex-
cited about science. This
year’s event is also made
possible by sponsors
Prime Meridian Bank,
Jimmy John’s, Duke En-
ergy, Quantum Design,
Valic, the Tallahassee-
Leon County Office of
Economic Vitality and
Publix. 

“Everyone is welcome
to Open House!” said
MagLab Director Greg
Boebinger, who each
year uses the occasion to
dye his beard into a mul-
ti-colored marvel. “Come
early for the best access
to popular activities and
a chance to chat with our
world-class scientists
and staff.” 

Science
Continued from Page 1B

Chorus teacher Krys-
tena Hutchins has ar-
ranged an ending that
Treveon finds especially
moving. “When my
friends and I start sing-
ing, the words hit me and
make me evaluate and
think about what we’re
singing.” Throughout the
preparations for this pro-
duction, Godby’s arts
faculty members have
put an emphasis on not
only learning the materi-
al but also understand-
ing the context sur-
rounding the material. 

Cheryl Wimberley, di-
rector of dance studies
said, “I’ve had the stu-
dents really delve into
dance history. I want
them to take what they
know right now from
YouTube and modern
dance and I want them to
dig a bit deeper. It’s im-
portant for them to know
how it all connects.” 

Jazmine Gant is eager
to do just that. She’ll be
performing a piece origi-
nally choreographed by
African-American danc-
er and choreographer,
Alvin Ailey.

Much like Ailey, Jaz-
mine finds dance to be an
intensely spiritual and
emotional form of ex-
pression. The 10th-grad-
er said, “I dance because
it’s my way out. When
I’m going through hard
times, I dance. Dance is
everything to me, it
comes from my soul and
when I’m dancing, I’m
the best me I can be.”

Godby’s band direc-
tor, Timotheus Harper, is
also committed to creat-
ing opportunities for his
students to shine. Cater-
ing to their strengths, he
arranges music specifi-
cally for them.

Harper explained for
this performance, “we’re
targeting jazz because
jazz has so much to do
with cultivating what
music is today. The kids
are really excited to be
playing this kind of liter-
ature because usually

they’re playing marching
band or concert band
music. It’s cool for them
to be opening up this
realm of music they
haven’t put their fingers
on yet.”

French horn and
trumpet player, Alantis
Austin agrees. As a
ninth-grader, he’s eager
to learn more about the
genre. “I feel like it helps
connect me with my
past. Playing music, like
in jazz clubs during seg-
regation, that was a big
part of African-American
history,” said Alantis.
“It’s one thing when
you’re being taught
about what happened,
like a teacher in front of
you talking, but when
you’re actually playing
and performing, it gives
you more of a sense that
you’re a part of that his-
tory.” 

“The Power of the
Black Artist” is open to
the general public at 7
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 28,
at the Godby High School
auditorium. Tickets are
$5 and only available at

the door on a first come,
first served basis. Audi-
ence members will enjoy
works by Duke Ellington,
Billie Holiday, Ella Fitz-
gerald, Langston
Hughes, Alvin Ailey, Bob
Marley, James Brown,
Nina Simone, Aretha
Franklin, Tupac Shakur,
and many more. The pro-
gram content is appro-
priate for all ages. 

Amanda Karioth
Thompson is the Interim
Executive Director for the
Council on Culture &
Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency
for arts and culture
(www.tallahas-
seearts.org).

Artist
Continued from Page 1B

If you go
What: The Power of the
Black Artist”

When: 7 p.m. Thursday,
Feb. 28

Where: Godby High
School auditorium

Tickets: $5 available at
the door on a first come,
first served basis 
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