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TLHLife

Leon High School senior Madeline
Feiock has responded to the age-old
student question: When will I use this
in the “real world”? The answer, imme-
diately.

What started as a public policy as-
signment for class became a passion
project for Feiock. Each year students
are tasked to come up with an idea that
affects their community. 

Feiock did her research and found
what she wanted to change. Recogniz-
ing that 18-year-olds have the lowest
voter turnout, Feiock is empowering
her classmates to use their voices by
making it easier for them to register to
vote. 

Feiock is one of the 2020 Trailblaz-
ers to be honored by The Oasis Center
for Women & Girls at an awards lun-
cheon on Friday, Feb. 28.

While high school students can
pre-register to vote in Florida, most
don’t. Feiock discovered that the op-
portunity to do so was narrowly of-
fered or promoted. She set out on a
mission to increase the number of stu-
dent voters in Leon County Schools. 

“Voting is your voice,” said Feiock.
“People my age need to make sure our
voice isn’t lost when electing our lead-
ers.”

With support from her mentors and
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for voting
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Leon High School senior Madeline
Feiock had the idea to host a school
district-wide high school voter
registration drive. The drive was
announced at a press conference
held at the Supervisor of Election’s
office. TORI SCHNEIDER/TALLAHASSEE

DEMOCRAT

The State Archives of Florida has a
whopping collection comprising about
50,000 cubic feet of records document-
ing Florida’s history and culture from
the 16th century to the present.

Recently, more than 50 elementary
and secondary educators got an in-
depth tour through some of the collec-
tions’ historically significant docu-
ments, private manuscripts, photo-
graphs and other materials when they
attended the “Examining African Amer-
ican History in Florida” seminar. 

Hosted by Leon County Schools and
the State Archives, the all-day seminar
focused on several different topics in-
cluding the activism of Mary McLeod
Bethune, Zora Neale Hurston’s docu-
mentation of Florida railroad workers,
African Americans in antebellum Flori-
da, and the integration of Florida’s
schools. 

Talia Cotton attended the seminar
and said “I am an African American

woman and my mother actually inte-
grated schools. I’m one generation from
that. My great-great grandmother was a
slave. I talked to my great-grandmother
about what her mother went through.
My students are so disconnected, and I
want them to see a more holistic view.” 

Cotton teaches 10th grade English at
Rickards High School and is a GED Prep
Instructor at TCC. Her students are cur-
rently studying rhetoric and she said
“seeing these documents and some of
the arguments that the slave owners
had for slavery, they weren’t sensible,
but it made sense if you were in their
shoes. I thought that was interesting. I
can definitely see myself using these
specific documents in my class.” 

By examining the resources available
through the archives, Cotton believes
researchers can construct a more com-
plete narrative of those who have been
historically marginalized. “African
Americans have been so silent because
we didn’t write the laws and we did not
have our voices heard,” she said. “If you
leave us out, you’re neglecting an expe-

rience. All cultures matter and if you
don’t see them in your history books,
you’re missing something.” 

Jenna Martin echoed that sentiment
and said “this is our story; the many dif-
ferent strands of us as Tallahasseeans,
as Floridians, as Americans. Black his-
tory is American history.” Martin teach-
es fourth and fifth grade at The School of
Arts and Sciences (SAS) on Thomasville
Road. She recognizes the cross-curricu-
lar potential for the content she gained
in the seminar. “I foresee using it not
only in a thematic social studies context
but in a writing context as we are work-
ing on details and elaborations.” 

This gets to the heart of what State
Archives Historian Dr. Josh Goodman
and Education Officer Katrina Harkness
hoped teachers would gain when they
designed this seminar in partnership
with Leon County Schools.

Goodman explained “When you read
the letters and cookbooks, reports and
speeches, and all the various kinds of 

Teachers examine black history treasures 
Amanda Karioth Thompson
Council on Culture & Arts

Talia Cotton was one of more than 50
educators at a seminar on black
history: “I am an African American
woman and my mother actually
integrated schools. I’m one generation
from that.” AMANDA THOMPSON See HISTORY, Page 4C

It’s about time for the National MagLab’s Open House. ❚ By that we mean not only that the region’s

biggest science fair is just around the corner — this Saturday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. — but also that it is,

quite literally, about time.

In honor of its silver anniversary,
the National High Magnetic Field
Laboratory has designed this week-
end’s event around the theme of
time. Among more than 100 hands-
on activities will be some honoring
science past — from old-time gadgets
to posters on scientists of yore — and
others foretelling future science
feats, such as time travel and the next
generation of world-record magnets
now under construction at the lab. 

“Every MagLab open house is
unique,” said Kristin Roberts, direc-
tor of public affairs for the MagLab.
“Of course, we’ll have our perennial
favorites, like the potato cannon and
maglev train. But we’ll mix in a lot of
new stuff inspired by this year’s
theme, while also celebrating our 25
years in Tallahassee.”

And what a quarter century it has
been.

“We crunched some numbers re-
cently and they’re pretty amazing,”
Roberts continued. “We’ve had a
huge impact internationally — more
than 25,000 scientists have come 

Children gather to learn how butter is made at last year’s MagLab open house. The theme for Saturday’s event is
time. ALICIA DEVINE/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

TIME MACHINE 
MagLab crunches the numbers for 25th year of open house 
Kristen Coyne Special to Tallahassee Democrat | USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Kaiden David-Richards, 8, left, and Adrian David-Richards, 3, learn about
extracting DNA from fruit at last year’s MagLab open house. ALICIA

DEVINE/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRATSee MAGLAB, Page 4C
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advisers, she drafted a resolution to pre-
sent to her classmates. She proposed
assigning two days per year, one day in
each semester, for high school students
to pre-register to vote beginning at age
16, which would automatically make
them eligible to vote when they turn 18.

After Feiock’s plan passed at the
school level, she presented her resolu-
tion at the District 1 meeting for the Flor-
ida Association of Student Councils,
which includes North Florida schools
from Escambia County in the west to
Madison and Taylor Counties in the
east. 

The resolution passed again at the
Florida Association of Student Councils
statewide meeting, for which Leon High
School serves as treasurer. 

With this incredible momentum, she
set her sights on real change. 

Feiock reached out to the Supervisor
of Elections Mark Earley, earned sup-
port from Superintendent Rocky Hanna
and presented the resolution before the
Leon County School Board in Septem-
ber of 2019. 

“I was just thinking that it would be a
great thing to establish a concrete date
for students to register to vote,” Feiock
said. “It’s honestly amazing that it’s go-
ing to happen.” 

The school board unanimously
adopted the “Madeline Resolution,” and

pledged to put it forward to organiza-
tions at the state level, making it avail-
able for schools across Florida to im-
plement for their students. 

With her graduation on the horizon,
Feiock is looking forward to continuing
her passion for the democratic process
in college. She offers solid advice to
other girls looking to make change.

“Arrange face-to-face interactions
so that people can see your passion,”
said Feiock. “If you’re wanting to
change the world or your community,
make the extra effort to meet in person
and be sure to follow up.” 

Madeline Feiock will be recognized
for her many accomplishments, her
drive and her spirit, as a Girls Can Do
Anything honoree at the 2020 Trail-
blazer Luncheon, hosted by The Oasis
Center for Women & Girls, and spon-
sored by Comcast NBC-Universal and
the Brennan-Hendon Family. Tickets
for the Feb. 28 event are available at
www.theoasiscenter.net. 

Feiock faced a lot of personal uncer-
tainty and doubt through this process,
but understood that great things take
time. When she would get frustrated
she would remind herself to take a step
back and reset. She resolved to be pa-
tient and persevere. 

“Everything is hard,” said Feiock,
“but that doesn’t mean it’s impossi-
ble.” 

Samantha Cavasin is studying
Public Relations at Florida State Uni-
versity and interning with The Oasis
Center for Women & Girls. 

Feiock
Continued from Page 1C

documents that are in our collection,
you are, in a sense, having a conversa-
tion with that person from the past.
You’re hearing directly from their per-
spective what their world was like and
what they were feeling, what their
hopes were and what their fears were.” 

Harkness elaborated “there are all
these details in history that make it
really exciting, that are the voices of
the people who lived in this time. All
those things that make it real would be
lost forever if we didn’t work to pre-
serve them.” 

More than anything, Goodman and
Harkness wanted the seminar attend-
ees to understand that the State Ar-
chives was a valuable teaching tool for
them. “Not only is our collection open
to the public, we’re ready to bend over
backwards to make it as easy to access
as possible,” said Goodman. “Educa-
tors are not just an afterthought in our
customer base, they are the very peo-
ple we would like to see use these col-
lections creatively in the classroom.” 

Anyone can come to the State Ar-
chives to do research on historical pro-
jects relating to the state, their com-
munity, or their family. There is a re-
search and reading room that’s open

for that purpose.
Goodman recognizes “not everyone

is able to make it to Tallahassee or has a
project that’s serious enough that they
want to come in and do research. We en-
courage those folks to take a look at
FloridaMemory.com where we have dig-
itized our greatest hits, so to speak.” 

Though textbooks are very important
for giving students an overview, they of-
ten compress the historical record into
one linear story. History books, no mat-
ter how well researched, have to narrow
their scope and leave out meaningful
details. “Having an archive like ours al-
lows you to inflate that history. It gives
history a sense of dimension,” said
Goodman. 

“Archivable records document where
we come from, good, bad or indifferent.
They tell us a lot about who we are now
and where we are now, and I think they
inspire us about where we’d like to go
from here.” 

Visit the State Archives at the R.A.
Gray Building, Second Floor, 500 South
Bronough St. Hours are 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Monday - Friday. Visit the Florida Mem-
ory digitized collection at FloridaMemo-
ry.com. 

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the
Assistant Director for the Council on
Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency for arts and cul-
ture (www.tallahasseearts.org).

Dr. Josh Goodman shows secondary teachers a digitized historic photograph.
AMANDA THOMPSON

History
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here from all over the world to discover
new things using our magnets, cranking
out more than 9,600 papers. But we’ve
also had a big impact in our own com-
munity, welcoming some 700 school
groups and more than 116,000 Open
House visitors.”

Headquartered at Florida State Uni-
versity, the lab is funded primarily by
the National Science Foundation and
the State of Florida. The state gets more
than $6.50 in economic activity for ev-
ery dollar it invests in the MagLab. But
the free Open House is another, more
personal way for hundreds of lab scien-
tists and staff to give a special thank-
you to its home community for its sup-
port. 

Several of the lab’s Innovation Park
neighbors will hold open house events
in concert with the lab’s, including the
High-Performance Materials Research
Institute, the FAMU-FSU College of En-

gineering, the Florida Center for Read-
ing Research and the Aeropropulsion,
Mechatronics & Energy Center. 

Organizations from across the com-
munity will also stage demos high-
lighting their own science, from the
Tallahassee Astronomical Society to
Challenger Learning Center.

It’s a lot of ground to cover, but
Open House visitors can hop on a free
trolley traveling between buildings
and find sustenance from a variety of
food trucks on site.

Letting Zhang, 6, looks at a rat’s skull under a magnifying glass. This year’s
MagLab open house is Saturday. ALICIA DEVINE/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

MagLab
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If you go
What: MagLab Open House 

When: 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, Feb.
22. Come early to avoid the biggest
crowds.

Where: National MagLab, 1800 E. Paul
Dirac Drive, Tallahassee

Cost: Free! Visitors are asked to bring
a canned good to donate to the Sec-
ond Harvest of the Big Bend.
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LICENSED THERAPIST
Professional counseling work in providing individual, group, marital
and family therapy and related indirect client services. Provides crisis
intervention. Makes appropriate referrals and consultations both within and outside the agency. Prepares
and maintains client records.

SOCIAL SERVICES SUPERVISOR
Under the direction of the Inpatient Director, manages and coordinates the inpatient functions and duties
of the Social Services Department in accordance with established policy, plans, and procedures. Provides
direction to and oversight of department functioning to ensure appropriate implementation of schedules,
unit and departmental meetings, education and training plans, and the provision of admission/discharge
coordination. Provides oversight of clinical groups and activities on the units. Coordinates and provides
counseling to clients as appropriate.

COUNSELOR – MASTER’S LEVEL
The Master’s Level Central Receiving Facility (CRF) Counselor ensures that the receipt of the appropriate
legal Baker Act/Marchman Act documents required for involuntary and voluntary admissions and
provides guidance and assistance to Law Enforcement and community providers in ensuring their correct
completion. Counselors ensure that all preliminary assessments are completed quickly and efficiently.
Counselors initiate contact with family and/or significant others for additional information, if appropriate.
The Counselor initiates/coordinates the admission or transfer to TMBHC, CRMC, EPH, Detox or PATH.

APALACHEE CENTER FOR HUMAN SERVICES
IS HIRING FOR THESE POSITIONS:

Please visit https://apalacheecenter.org/careers-opportunities/ to apply and to view
other available positions. Questions? Please call Stephanie Luckie at 850-523-3212

ANIMAL SERVICES SPECIALIST

Refer to www.mywakulla.com for experience and qualification information.

Highly robust benefit package offered.

To apply, send a Wakulla County employment application to:
Human Resources, P.O. Box 1263,Crawfordville, Florida 32326.

Contact Deborah DuBose at 850.926.0919 for more information.
Veteran’s preference provided. AA/EO Employer.
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

The Wakulla County Board of County Commissioners is seeking

qualified applicants for a full-time Animal Services Specialist

within the Board of County Commissioners.

This advertisement will close on
Wednesday, March 4, 2020 at 5:00 p.m.
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