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Seventeen-year-old violinist and pianist Jo-
vey Osagie loves Franz Liszt. The Hungarian
composer tops out at number one on his list of
musical inspirations. Osagie aspires to not only
perform, but also compose, in the same manner
as a man who would be nearly 150 years his sen-
ior today. 

“I love him so much because he’s so real,” says
Osagie. “When you listen to his music it makes
you think about life in a different way.” 

Osagie is a junior at Lawton Chiles High
School. He participates in his school’s orchestra
as well as locally with the Bach Parley String
Academy and the Tallahassee Youth Orchestras.
With the TYO, Osagie will be performing for their
concert with guest artist Howard Levy on Feb.
24. 

Classical music is as tangible as a vivid tap-
estry for Osagie — its notes captivate his imagi-
nation. After trying out the bass and organ, Osa-
gie picked up the violin in fifth grade and has 

‘Music in your head’ 
Chiles junior enjoys energy of Tallahassee Youth Orchestra concert 

Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts If you go

What: Tallahassee Youth Orchestra with
Guest Artist Howard Levy 

When: 3-4:30 p.m., Sunday, Feb. 24 

Where: Ruby Diamond Concert Hall, 222 S
Copeland St 

Cost: $10 adults, $5 children, free for FSU
students and children under 2 years old 

Contact: For more information, visit http://
www.tallahasseeyouthorchestras.com/. 

With the TYO, Jovey
Osagie will be
performing for their
concert with guest
artist Howard Levy
on Feb. 24. COURTESY

OF JOVEY OSAGIE

See ORCHESTRA, Page 3B
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We learned this forest had an old road
used during WWII to train soldiers how
to drive in the dark. The road now made
a good nature trail. Beth explained that
this was a Beech, Magnolia, Spruce Pine
forest.

As we entered, the forest opened up
making it very easy to see all around.
Since few homes were nearby and the
natural canopy protects it, this forest
has very few invasive plants. It made a
very open forest floor.

We saw red partridge berries and a
Smilax pumila commonly called sarsa-
parilla vine. It is not thorny and was
used for medicine and root beer! Beth
indicated this shows it is a never
plowed, healthy forest.

On the forest floor we also found lots
of mockernut hickory nuts. Wetter areas

have pignut hickory nuts in shells that
are very hard to open. These nuts have a
shell that look like a pig’s snout! Up-

lands also had hop hornbeam while the
lower areas had similar hornbeam also
called “musclewood” with bark like
muscles. We found 100 foot tall white
oaks with rounded leaves and red oak
leaves with sharp pointed edges.

One fern is always green, called the
Ebony spleenwort. Another evergreen
fern is called Christmas fern, partly be-
cause the leaves look like Santa’s sleigh!
Wet areas had a lot of dormant netted
chain ferns whose spores under the
leaves look like chains.

Jack-in-the-Pulpit flowers have
bright red fruits by summer. We saw
Crane fly orchids with one leaf that is
purple underneath and is pollinated by
night moths!

Forest treasures abound along Lost Creek trail

A hike in Lost Creek Forest near
Thomasville, Georgia.
SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

Joseph Barnett
Guest Columnist

Ten years ago an industrial complex
was proposed at Lost Creek Forest in
Thomasville, Georgia. But five weeks
later, the county with a lot of concerned
citizens’ help, voted unanimously to
save this rare forest.

When his daughter Twitty told ailing
conservationist and author Theo Titus
the good news, he just cried. Now his
granddaughter Mary Kitchens helps to
conserve the forest. 

On a recent Sunday afternoon Wendy
and I were lucky to attend a “Friends of
Lost Creek Forest” tour by Beth Grant. See BARNETT, Page 3B
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pursued the instrument in tandem with
the piano ever since. Though he’s only
been playing for six years, Osagie knew
immediately that music would be his
path. 

“Every year there’s something new to
learn,” says Osagie, who enjoys the
community that surrounds playing pi-
ano and violin in Tallahassee. 

He’s grateful for mentors Dr. Valerie
Arsenault of the Tallahassee Bach Par-
ley and Chris Miller at the TYO and
Chiles High School. Osagie says that
they teach more than “tonality, phrasing
and dynamics” by encouraging him to
become a better overall musician. His
biggest challenge is overcoming the
feeling of playing catch-up to peers who
have been playing the instruments
longer. 

Osagie constantly pushes himself to
learn quickly with sights set on his
dream colleges on the horizon. He prac-
tices for a few hours each day, but more
than focusing on just the notes on the
page, Osagie enjoys diving into the his-
tory behind the music he plays. 

“If the information is out there I will
find it,” laughs Osagie. “Learning more
about these composers and people who
wrote these pieces of music inspires me
to want to do more.” 

In addition to Liszt, Osagie admires
the compositions of Maurice Ravel. He
appreciates Ravel’s beautiful melodies
and harmonies and finds similar joy in
Liszt’s overtures as well. 

When listening to Liszt’s “Years of
Pilgrimage,” Osagie embarks on a jour-
ney all his own. He feels the uprising,
tragedy and heroism implicit in each
note. For Ravel, it’s more like swimming
through a carefully composed emotion
heightened with anticipation. Osagie
likens the experience to wandering
through a subliminal field. 

“Liszt is known to be a grandfather to
all kinds of classical music,” explains
Osage. “His music has so much energy
and story behind it. When played well, it
can inspire people.” 

Osagie tries to honor these compos-
ers within his performances. He refrains
from embellishing, but instead tries to
attune himself to exactly what a com-
poser wanted from a piece. As a bur-
geoning composer himself, he under-
stands how personal music can be to an
individual’s experience and wants to
maintain that integrity in his own play-
ing. 

He looks to the past for inspiration.
Seated at a piano, he will allow these
great composers to guide his own origi-
nal creations. Sometimes he uses day-

to-day activities or personal stories to
translate into a piece. A finished com-
position takes Osagie months to com-
plete, and he currently is building a
growing list of works-in-progress. 

“As a composer you get used to the
idea of having the music in your head,”
describes Osagie. “It’s like singing a
song out loud but at the same time
you’re recalling all the different voices
and instruments that are going on.” 

Osagie sees violin and piano train-
ing as comparable to an athlete pre-
paring for any sport. He grows his
muscle memory and becomes in-
volved in every aspect of the music.
Recently, he was selected to perform in
the Florida Music Educators Associa-
tion All-State Orchestras, a statewide
competition that surrounded him with
like-minded students. 

The experience motivated him to
want to play better as he fed off the en-
ergy of a hundred other high school
students with similar musical dreams.
He’s especially grateful for the oppor-
tunity to play with the TYO, and the
impact it’s had on his life. 

“We’re a tight-knit community and
it’s a feeling of camaraderie among ev-
eryone in the orchestra,” says Osagie.
“Everyone is trying to get to the same
goal of playing better music and be-
coming better musicians. It’s like a
family. If you need anything people are
quick to help you.” 

For the TYO performance with
guest artist Howard Levy, a multi-in-
strumentalist and founding member
of Bela Fleck and the Flectones, Osagie
is interested to see how the renowned
harmonica player pairs with the or-
chestra. He also hopes that the audi-
ence will be moved by the music and
find an urge similar to his own — to go
out and seek more information. 

Ten years down the line, Osagie
says he wants to have achieved more
than he ever thought possible. Wheth-
er that leads to a doctorate degree in
music or becoming a music educator is
something he is leaving up to the pas-
sage of time. Though he found music
later than some of his peers, Osagie re-
minds any young person interested in
playing any instrument that “starting
anywhere is a very good place to start.” 

“When you’re performing it is all
about sharing the gift of music,” says
Osagie. “There’s a real connection you
have with people when you listen to
music. It connects us in ways that we
can’t express. When you enter music
like I have, you realize that you aren’t
alone.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture &
Arts. COCA is the capital area’s um-
brella agency for arts and culture
(www.tallahasseearts.org).

Jovey Osagie is a junior at Lawton Chiles High School who is in the orchestra as
well as the Bach Parley String Academy and the Tallahassee Youth Orchestras.
He’ll perform on Feb. 24. COURTESY OF JOVEY OSAGIE. 

Orchestra
Continued from Page 1B

Near Yamacraw Creek, Beth
showed us where the creek changed
direction and filled in causing a now
dry “oxbow” lake. On the shore were
two palmetto plants side by side. They
looked alike but the saw palmetto real-
ly had saw tooth stems and the blue
stem palmetto was smooth. A nearby
palm had needle-like spines at the bot-
tom of the trunk and was called a “nee-
dle palm.” 

Beth found a squaw root attached to
an oak root “stealing” carbohydrates,
as those plants have chlorophyll.
Squaw root was used by Native Amer-
icans for menstruation issues. Here is
the highest concentration of the en-
dangered Florida Milkvine with its
maroon flowers.

We didn’t see many mushrooms but
did see some beautiful “turkey tail”
mushrooms, a type of “shelf” fungus.
Some trees had smooth reddish
Christmas lichen some call “bubble
gum” lichen.

Many types of native blueberries
grow in the Southeast. We saw many
“Elliot’s blueberry” also called “May-
berry.” More varieties of grapes, like
Muscadine and Fox, grow in Florida
than Napa valley. Deep in the forest
they aren’t as overgrown as they are
along roadsides.

There are olive trees, cherry trees,
and lots of holly and horse sugar that is
the host plant for the King’s hairstreak
butterfly.

We heard some woodpeckers and
many trees had rows of tiny holes from
the red bellied sapsucker. It makes
holes causing sap to flow and catch
bugs and then it goes back to eat the
bugs. One hiker found a shell from a
native snail. Beth showed us lots of lit-
tle “hills.” But if we looked closely there
were often rotting trees attached. They
were “tip over” mounds where a tree
uprooted and fell down!

Lost Creek Forest is on Airport Road
in Thomas County. Take Pavo Road,
Highway 122 about 5 how about 5 miles
north-east, turn left on Airport Road,
and you will find us on the left about
halfway down the hill. Wear sturdy,
closed-toed shoes and preferably long
pants. Bring water, snacks, and bug
spray.

For more information on Lost Creek
Forest, go to lostcreekforest@weeb-
ly.com or facebook.com/friendsoflost-
creekforest. Birdsong Nature Center’s
website is birdsongnaturecenter.org.
Wolf Creek Trout Lily Preserve has a
website and Facebook page.

Joseph Barnett retired from the Na-

vy-Marine Corps in 1999. He is now a
Tallahassee periodontist.

Barnett
Continued from Page 1B

Upcoming Friends of Lost
Creek events
Sunday, Feb. 24, 2-4 p.m.: Bringing
Nature Home, Birdsong Nature Center,
Meridian Road. Beth Grant has com-
piled Dr. Doug Tallamy’s slide shows on
his book, explaining how everyone can
make a difference for biodiversity by
growing native plants. Then come to
Birdsong’s plant sale on March 16 and
visit Beth at the Butterfly section. 

Saturday, March 2, noon-3 p.m.: Mush-
room Stroll, Jennifer Rogers, Master’s
student chemical oceanography at FSU.
Her current research topics focus on
carbon transport in the Arctic in Robert
Spencer’s biogeochemistry laboratory.
She is deeply passionate about the
environment and ecology and enjoys
mushroom identification as a hobby.
This walk will be an introduction to
mushroom identification. We will search
for specimens and examine key features
that help with identification. Learn
some of the common fungi that can be
seen in the area this time of year, talk
about the different roles fungi play in
the ecosystem, their importance and
their history. 

Saturday, March 9, 1-3 p.m.: Birds and
Herps, Peter Kleinhenz, President Apa-
lachee Audubon; Interpretive Writer
and Planner at Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission. Look and
listen for birds, seek out reptiles and
amphibians, and learn about their for-
est lives. 

Saturday, March 16, 9 a.m. -1 p.m.:
Birdsong Plant Sale featuring thou-
sands of native plants from trees to
wildflowers. Beth Grant will have a sec-
tion with native plants that feed adult
pollinators as well as native larval host
plants that caterpillars eat. 

Saturday, May 11, 1-5 p.m.: Florida
Milkvine. Lost Creek Forest has the
largest population in Georgia, and pos-
sibly in the world, of this endangered
plant that is found in only three South-
ern states. Beth Grant and possibly
Scott Davis, noted milkweed and milk-
vine expert, will lead a leisurely walk in
the forest, sharing information on this
plant, which should be in bloom. His-
torically, the pollinator for these plants
was a tiny fly. However, since we have
not seen any seedpods in over 10 years
of looking, it is likely the pollinator is
not present. We will attempt to hand-
pollinate them. We may also see some
attractive moth caterpillars that use
milkvines as their host plants.
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