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Jennifer Thrasher drew five evenly spaced horizontal lines on the
board for her newly formed middle school choir. “I asked them, ‘what is
this?’ On that first day, nobody could verbalize the name of it but you
could tell there was some kind of recognition,” she recalled.

Her students had been introduced to the music staff in elementary
school but it was clear that Thrasher had work to do if she wanted
Woodville School’s Mustang Choir to succeed. 

“The staff is the most foundational thing we use in music,” explained
Thrasher whose main goal is music literacy. School began in August and
since then the choir has shown significant growth.

They’ve even completed a public performance tour for residents in
the HarborChase, Miracle Hill, and Miracle Village care facilities. “It was
the most amazing choral experience. The students nailed it, absolutely
nailed it,” beamed Thrasher. 

Singers place a finger in their ear to check that they are singing in tune with the other voices. AMANDA THOMPSON

Musical
literacy 

Woodville’s Mustang Choir gains
confidence with each performance 

David Ceballos works on a music exercise. AMANDA THOMPSON

Amanda Karioth Thompson Council on Culture & Arts

See MUSICAL, Page 3C
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TLHLife

The year is young but
it’s already time to start
thinking about summer
and Summer Camp. The
Tallahassee Democrat
will publish the annual
Summer Camps guide on
March 4. To get listed, go
to tallahassee.com/
camps and click on Sub-
mit Your 2018 Summer
Camp. The deadline for
submitting information is
Feb. 16.

Ready, set,
Summer Camp!

Movies

COME ON UP TO THE HOUSE: An
eccentric heiress (Helen Mirren)
builds a sprawling mansion with hun-
dreds of rooms on a remote piece of
property outside San Francisco to ac-
commodate a host of angry ghosts in
the spooky movie “Winchester.” It’s
rated PG-13 and opens Friday at AMC
20.

TAKING A TREK: A high-function-
ing, young, autistic woman (Dakota
Fanning) sneaks away from her group
home in San Francisco with her pet
pooch so she can hand-deliver her
“Star Trek” script to Paramount Pic-
tures in Hollywood as part of a contest
when The Tallahassee Film Society
presents “Please Stand By.” It’s rated
PG-13 and opens Friday at All Saints
Cinema. Visit www.tallahasseefilm-
s.com.

Opera

TURMOIL AND ‘TOSCA’: Giacomo
Puccini’s tragic tale of revenge, torture
and murder in Italy during the Napo-
leonic times will hit the big screen
when The Metropolitan Opera in
Manhattan broadcasts its latest pro-
duction of “Tosca” at 1 and 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday The Movies at Governor’s
Square. It’s not rated, runs 200 min-
utes and is subtitled. “Tosca” is also
being shown on Jan. 31. Tickets are
$25.80, $23.65 and $19.35. Visit
www.fandango.com.

Theater

HAVE A BLAST WITH THE BARD:
Throw some of Shakespeare’s most
well known characters and familiar
plot lines in a blender, set on high and
step back to watch the frenzied fun
when The Reduced Shakespeare
Company presents “William Shake-
sepeare’s Long Long Lost First Play
(abridged)” at 7:30 p.m. Friday and

Saturday at Fred W. Turner Auditori-
um on the Tallahassee Community
College campus. The production is
part of the Opening Nights arts festi-
val. Tickets are $50 and $35. Visit
openingnights.fsu.edu or call 850-
644-6500.

Art

JULIE BOWLAND IS BACK: For-
mer Tallahassee artist Julie Bowland,
who now teaches art at Valdosta State
University, is back on her old stomp-
ing grounds when an exhibition of her
boldly colorful landscapes titled “Vi-
brant Realities” opens with a recep-
tion from 5 to 8 p.m. Friday at Venvi
Art Gallery, 2901 E. Park Ave. It’s free
and open to the public. Visit
www.venviartgallery.com.

SEEKING ‘INSPIRATIONS’: Raku
potter Nancy Jefferson, photographer
Charles Badlands, digital artist Robert
Burke, painter Linda Van Beck and
graphite artist Jan Wiley have new
works on display when “Contempo-
rary Inspirations” opens with a re-
ception from 6 to 9 p.m. Friday at the 

LIMELIGHT EXTRA

Bowland back with ‘Vibrant Realities’
Get a jump on your weekend entertainment plans every
Wednesday, and pick up the Limelight section on Friday

Mark Hinson
Democrat senior writer

See LIMELIGHT EXTRA, Page 2C



Tallahassee Democrat - 01/31/2018 Page : C03

Copyright © 2018 Tallahassee Democrat. All rights reserved. Use of this site signifies your agreement to the  Terms of Service  and  Privacy Policy/Your California Privacy Rights  , updated March
2007. 01/31/2018
January 31, 2018 9:00 am (GMT +5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 79% from original to fit letter page


TALLAHASSEE.COM ❚ WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 31, 2018 ❚ 3C

CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE

(850) 270-0075

TD-0000289494

Finding work
shouldn’t be work.
Introducing the rst personalized JOB NETWORK.
Create a pro le to see which jobs you’re perfect for.

jobs.tallahassee.com

TD-GCI0031721-03

Seventh-grader Fantasia Pasley is
proud of what the group accomplished
on the choir tour. “We did very well and
everybody was giving us compliments.”
When thinking back to the residents she
met, Fantasia added “some people don’t
have the voice to do it and we’re sup-
porting them with our voice to make
them feel better. It boosts my confi-
dence up to sing in front of other peo-
ple.” 

To build the choir’s music library,
Thrasher applied for and received an
Arts Education Grant from the Council
on Culture & Arts. Kia of Tallahassee
provided the grant funds and the choir
included the car dealership in their per-
formance tour.

“I felt that bringing our kids out there
so they could see the generosity was es-
sential. They’re people who value the
arts and they know it’s important. We
had to thank them,” said Thrasher.

Leon County School administrators
also got a concert. “We pulled everyone
out of the building, they loved it. Super-
intendent Hanna came out. He sang
with us and it was nice to see everyone
just enjoying the music. To take the stu-
dents from ‘anyone know what a music
staff is’ to that tour was awesome.”

The tour’s success was due to the
persistence of Thrasher and her stu-
dents. They have dedicated themselves
to the artistic process, which is accom-
panied by critique. “They can expect
truth from me. They might not always

like it but it’s going to be the truth,” said
Thrasher. “If you want to improve, you
have to know where your weaknesses
are and how to strengthen them. How to
overcome them and know that you can.” 

Eighth-grader David Ceballos appre-
ciates that philosophy. “I like getting
other people’s opinions about how I’m
doing and what I’m doing. It makes me
better, it makes us better and we’re all
reaching towards a certain goal.”

David’s classmate ReAnnah McDuf-
fie agreed. “Mrs. Thrasher won’t lie to us
which helps us figure out what’s wrong
so we can fix it. I know I can trust her
and the rest of the choir too because
we’re all in this together. It helps me

build a sense of trust and not just in here
but outside of choir too.”

Trust is based on respect, a priority
for Thrasher. “We’re going to be respect-
ful above all. Hopefully, they know that
this choir room is a safe space for them.
They are putting themselves out there.
It’s a very vulnerable thing. Your voice is
your most personal quality. That’s who
you are and if you’re singing and some-
body laughs at you or condescends,
you’re going to shut down.”

In addition to finding a supportive

place for self-expression, seventh-grad-
er Khani Moulton has learned that mu-
sic provides solace when he needs it
most. “I lost my grandmom last year and
now I’ve been able to deal with it a little
bit. She used to be in the church choir
and when I’m in choir, I can remember
her,” he said.

Love and loss are common themes in
music and the choir is currently working
on “Pie Jesu” by Mary Lynn Lightfoot.
The piece was written in tribute to the
children who died in the 1995 Oklahoma
City bombing and it will be sung by the
Mustang Choir for this year’s Music Per-
formance Assessment. Thrasher said
she chose this song because “everyone
has had some kind of loss and we can all
understand.”

These choir students weren’t alive at
the time of that tragedy, yet through the
music, they’re connected to it and to
anyone affected by violence.

“Our kids, not just at Woodville but
across our world, are dealing with so
much, Thrasher said. “Things that no
adult should have to. Music can offer a
way to cope and move forward. It in-
spires us to rise above. It allows us to say
things and have them heard in a way
that just scripting them couldn’t. We’ve
got a message that we want to be able to
share and sing.” 

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the
Assistant Director for the Council on
Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency for arts and cul-
ture (www.tallahasseearts.org). 

Musical
Continued from Page 1C

Jennifer Thrasher provides accompaniment for a vocal warm-up at Woodville
School. AMANDA THOMPSON

There’s a song on the pop charts that
reminds me of a handful of students.

“You just want attention,” croons
Charlie Puth in a molten voice.

At home, parents cope with children
acting like this daily so it’s not surpris-
ing that similar behaviors carry into
school.

No matter the age group, every edu-
cator has their share of jokers vying to
be the center of attention.

Some randomly get out of their as-
signed seats and wander around the
room in the middle of a lesson, knocking
over backpacks or slapping others as
they pass. When redirected to sit down,
the wannabe comedians reply that they

needed to throw something in the gar-
bage pail or grab a tissue.

Still others, typically of the male gen-
der, will purposely and loudly burp or
‘pass gas’ in an effort to amuse and dis-
rupt the lesson.

Invariably, the teacher’s momentum
goes flying out the window.

It’s as though these pranksters live
for the laughter of their peers who seem
to enjoy every dumb antic. And when
the serious kids can’t hide their amuse-
ment, that really amps up the jesters.

Some silly student behaviors leave
me at a loss for words. And often that’s
the correct response-No response.

Easier said than done.
Recently, when describing how to

budget money, I asked how much a
cashier at Panera Bread earns. Some
were spot on about minimum wage,
saying they had earned an allowance or
worked hourly as a babysitter.

In the midst of the discussion, a boy

already in the lead as ‘class clown’ called
out, “Mrs. Friedlander, how much mon-
ey do you make?”

There was no pretending not to hear.
The entire class had turned their focus
on me.

“Teachers don’t get paid by the hour,”
I replied, desperate to hide my irritation.

“Just tell us. How much do you
make?” he persisted.

Pulling him aside for a private pep
talk, redirecting him in any way, or shut-
ting him down was not happening.

Instead, I wrote the average teacher’s
salary on the board and turned the inap-
propriate question into a competition of
converting that yearly amount into an
hourly wage.

A few days later, out of the blue, the
same boy announced that he had been
banned from playing varsity sports be-
cause of an altercation with another
player.

More comments from other kids and

more unnecessary information being
loudly spoken across the room.

For the hundredth time, I pointed to
the rules poster on the wall, the first of
which reads: “When I’m talking, you’re
not.”

That afternoon, I phoned home
again. His mother sounded equally ex-
asperated and asked me to contact the
coach who said other teachers had also
expressed similar frustrations.

We’re now managing the attention
seeking behaviors with a nonverbal cue
of an index card with two colors. One
side is red meaning the behavior needs
to stop and the other side is green mean-
ing he’s being “good.”

Despite occasional lapses, the red
days are on the decline.

We’ve got each other’s attention.
Educator, parent and author of the

new coming-of-age novel, The Dorm,
Terri Friedlander can be reached at
www.terrifriedlander.com.

Get attention of attention-seeking disrupters
Terri Friedlander
Blogger 
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USA TODAY NETWORK – FLA.
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