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TLHLife

An oversized novelty check and a television crew
were at the ready as Hartsfield Elementary School
students filed into the music classroom for a big an-
nouncement. A few months earlier, those same stu-
dents created a 30-second video celebrating music
for the “Let’s Hear Your Voice” contest. With building
anticipation and cameras rolling, they learned that
they had won.

For the past three years, WTWC-TV NBC 40 has
invited Leon County music teachers and students to
participate in the contest and share why they think
music education is important.

Though Hartsfield’s music teacher Arnekua Jack-
son had complete confidence in the abilities of her
students, she was concerned about the numbers.
“Competing against schools that could be twice the
size of ours, I really didn’t know if we had a chance
but we tried.”

With an enrollment of under 500 students, Harts-
field is one of the district’s smaller elementary
schools. The contest winner was decided by public
vote and when accounting for the school’s size, their
accomplishment is that much more remarkable. “Ev-
eryone rallied behind us. Our community was sharing
the video on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram and
we won,” said Jackson. Getting to that point took in-
spiration and collaboration.

Jackson worked in partnership with pre-K teacher
Nikki Glenn and together they composed a compel-
ling melody and lyrics. “I love writing poetry and mu-
sic,” said Glenn “and when she told me about the idea,
I knew we had to go for it.” In addition to the demands
of her own classroom, Glenn regularly offers her as-

Hartsfield Elementary School wins the Let’s Hear Your Voice contest. AMANDA THOMPSON

‘Magical
kids’ 

Choral trophies from past festivals on display in the music room AMANDA

THOMPSON

Amanda Karioth Thompson
Council on Culture & Arts

See VIDEO, Page 5C

Hartsfield Elementary
students’ voices ring 
out in winning video

In order to survive the dreary days
of winter, we always have in our minds
the glowing anticipation of spring be-
ing just around the corner. This
change in seasons brings longer days,
green foliage and flowering plants,
softball and baseball season, and of
course the granddaddy of all spring-
time rites – High School Prom.

Going to prom is a special time
when young people become all abuzz
as to what gowns or tuxes they will
wear, who will be their date, how will
they be chauffeured, where will they
dine, and most notably, will they
dance?

However, for some, prom is not that
far away. Friday, Feb. 9, will mark the
4th annual Night to Shine Prom in Tal-
lahassee. This, very special event, al-
lows people with special needs the op-
portunity to experience all the pomp
and enchantment of an age-old tradi-
tion.

The stage is already being set for
this year’s extravaganza at the Pavil-
ion at the Center of Tallahassee. There
will be chauffeured limousines, mu-
sic, food, socializing, photographs, as

well as the crowning of the king and
queen of the prom, and of course,
dancing. 

The Night to Shine Program is
sponsored by the Tim Tebow Founda-
tion. It is a vastly growing event that is
currently found in all 50 states and at

least 10 other countries. The program
is designed to give those with special
needs an opportunity to experience
the joys and excitement of attending a
school prom.

A special Night to Shine Prom brings joy

Guests take to the dance floor during the Night to Shine special needs prom
at Genesis Church sponsored by the Tim Tebow Foundation in 2016. JOE

RONDONE/DEMOCRAT FILES 

John Waldon
Special to Tallahassee Democrat
USA TODAY NETWORK - FLORIDA

See PROM, Page 2C

The year is young but
it’s already time to start
thinking about summer
and Summer Camp. The
Tallahassee Democrat
will publish the annual
Summer Camps guide on
March 4. To get listed, go
to tallahassee.com/
camps and click on Sub-
mit Your 2018 Summer
Camp. The deadline for
submitting information is
Feb. 16.

Ready, set,
Summer Camp!
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Finding work
shouldn’t be work.
Introducing the rst personalized JOB NETWORK.
Create a pro le to see which jobs you’re perfect for.

jobs.tallahassee.com
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A Special Thank You To:
Amaryllis Garden Circle

Staff of Capital Health Plan Urgent Care

Capital City Woman’s Club

Saint Paul’s United Methodist Church (Seekers Sunday

School Class, Ed Wynn Sunday School Class & New

Horizons Sunday School Class)

Tallahassee Heights United Methodist Women

Abbey Funeral Home &
Tallahassee Memory Gardens

would like to say Thank You to the

Tallahassee community for making

Operation Stocking For Soldiers 2017

a huge success!!

Abbey Funeral Home
Tallahassee Memorial Gardens

4037 North Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32303
(850) 536-5890 Fax

abbeyfh@comcast.net
(850) 562-1518 Office
www.abbeyfh.com

sistance to Jackson in the
music room. “I like to get
in where she needs the
help. I like to be her back-
bone and her support. I
try to be there for her and
the kids.”

The spirit of coopera-
tion did not end there.
Jackson was prepared to
shoot the video on her
phone but at the last min-
ute, she got a call from
Susan Mayfield, a media
production specialist for
Leon County Schools.
“She said ‘I’m going to
come by your school and
shoot your video.’ I was
like, now? With profes-
sional equipment? We
only had an hour and a
half to shoot but it turned
out great,” laughed Jack-
son.

Fifth-grader Zavion
Arnold agrees and he said
his favorite part of filming
the video was the staged
kickball game in front of
the school. He also admit-
ted that “usually, in my
other classes, I’m bored
but when I come to music
I get to sing, dance and be
happy.” His classmate
Karlee Parker also loves
music class and said, “I
feel like I learn more in
music than I do in other
subjects.”

Karlee added that
“learning music will push
you. Some people are shy
but music has helped my
confidence tremendous-
ly. The music that we
sing, it makes our hearts
more open and it helps
our minds and it keeps us
off of the anger and all the
stuff that’s going on in
our world. It calms us
down. I think making
music is really cool and I
love Mrs. Jackson be-
cause she loves us and
she wants the best for us.
She really encourages
me.”

Hartsfield’s new prin-
cipal, Dr. Rhonda Black-
well-Flanagan, has a
background in the per-

forming arts and she
knows that Jackson is
making a difference in the
lives of her students.
Committed to the culture
of creativity that already
exists within the school,
Blackwell-Flanagan said
“I believe so much in the
power of the arts in kids’
lives. We put the seeds in
people like Karlee.”

Jackson hopes the
video communicates that
message and she’s look-
ing forward to putting the
cash award to good use.
Provided by local busi-
nesses like Direct Auto
Exchange and others,
$1,100 will go towards her
annual chorus competi-
tion trip.

“We’ll be going on a
tour to Orlando and Palm
Beach and we’ll perform
at local schools there.
We’ll also be competing
at Universal Studios this
year for the choral festi-
val,” said Jackson.
There’s an extra prize for
Jackson who will receive

two tickets and airfare to
see a taping of the popu-
lar television show “The
Voice” in Los Angeles.

When reflecting on
what she’s learned in her
years as a music educator
and as a result of this
contest, Jackson said the
most important thing is
to “never put limitations
on children. You can nev-
er say what a child can’t
do. This school and my
students have broken
barriers like never before.
I call them magical kids.
Anything I put in front of
them, they achieve it.
They never cease to
amaze me. We have stu-
dents of every culture, ev-
ery creed, and we all have
a heart for the arts here.”

Amanda Karioth
Thompson is the Assis-
tant Director for the
Council on Culture &
Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency
for arts and culture
(www.tallahas-
seearts.org).

Video
Continued from Page 1C

SAN VIGILIO DI MAREBBE, Italy – Diaper bags and
baby backpacks are in just as much demand as skis,
boots and poles on the U.S. Alpine team this season.

So is a good night’s sleep.
Four members of the men’s squad — two skiers and

two coaches — welcomed newborns into their families
in the offseason. Add in Andrew Weibrecht’s daughter,
Adalina, who was born two years ago, and it often
makes the team hotel resemble a day care center.

“The team life is shifting gears,” said Steven Ny-
man, the captain of the downhill squad.

Nyman’s girlfriend, Charlotte Moats, gave birth to
the couple’s first daughter, Nell, in June. Later that
month, Ted Ligety’s wife, Mia, had a son named Jax.

Giacomo, the third child of head coach Sasha Rear-
ick, and Trudi Anne, the daughter of tech coach Forest
Carer, were also born recently.

All four babies were born within about a month.
“It was funny last winter, all of the ladies were on

tour and none of them were partying,” Rearick said.
“Nobody kind of knew and then near the end of the
season everybody knew.”

Now, it’s like team parenting.
“That makes it easier actually in a sense that every-

one is going through the same thing and you can share
the stories and talk about how each other’s babies are
sleeping and all that stuff,” Ligety said.

The biggest challenge for skiers bringing their fam-
ilies along to World Cup races in Europe is keeping
them fresh amid all of the crying and mid-night feed-
ings.

“It’s tough,” Rearick said. “You do your work, you do
your job and you come home when you want to sup-
port your wife, you want to take care of your child, but
it’s also the time where you have to really rest.

“In order to compete with the best you have to be
super fresh in the mind and physically fit and sleep-
ness nights or even just a few hours in the afternoon
where you would just lay low, it’s easy to get distract-
ed,” the coach added.

At races, separate rooms are recommended for ath-
letes and their families. Family members also will not
be able to stay with the team during next month’s Pye-
ongchang Olympics.

But the advantages of taking family members on
the road far outweigh the disadvantages — especially
for a team that competes so far from home for most of
the season.

Nyman’s daughter played a significant role during
his recovery from left knee surgery entering this sea-
son.

“It’s been awesome. Just watching her grow, watch-
ing her learn, being there with me. Helping me kind of
throttle back down after I train,” Nyman said. “I prob-
ably would have over trained and pushed too much
and wouldn’t have been as far ahead now with my

knee. So she’s been a good regulator for me.”
Not that there haven’t been complications.
Like when Nyman’s girlfriend and 6-month-old

daughter had a connection canceled in Amsterdam
following a trans-Atlantic flight and had to take a train
to Munich instead.

“The travel was an extra 10 hours, which was too
much,” Nyman said. “But the kid actually stayed
awake, which helped adapt with the time change.”

Nyman and Moats were planning on naming their
daughter Sella after the Sella Pass in Val Gardena,
where Nyman has won three World Cup downhills. But
when they were told that Sella translates from the Ital-
ian to “saddle” they had second thoughts.

“We didn’t name her until a month after she was
born because we couldn’t figure out the name,” Nyman
said.

Unable to come up with another name, however, the
couple went to the county office in Salt Lake City and
named the baby Sella. Then they had second thoughts
and went back an hour and a half later and changed

the name to Nell.
“We should have taken a picture of it but we never

did,” Nyman said of the original birth certificate.
At races, mothers observe the competition from the

finish area with their babies in backpacks clothed in
thick snowsuits — with plenty of equipment in tow.

“Just having a bag full of any-scenarios tools,” Ny-
man said. “Got to be prepared and think ahead.”

Hospitality tents can quickly turn into changing
stations.

“Three wins deserves a screaming baby in the VIP
tent,” Nyman said in Val Gardena.

The Americans are not the only downhillers with
babies or children.

Erik Guay of Canada, who won gold in super-G and
silver in downhill at last season’s world champion-
ships, has four daughters.

Peter Fill of Italy, the World Cup downhill champion
the last two seasons, has boys named Leon and Noah.

“Since my boys were born I’ve skied faster,” Fill said.
“I’m not sure why but it has helped me a lot.”

With 4 babies on tour, the US
Ski Team resembles a nursery
Andrew Dampf 
Associated Press

The United States’ Steven Nyman, left, holds his daughter Nell, and head coach Sasha Rearick holds his son,
Giacomo, as they pose for a photograph in Kitzbuehel, Austria,. AP
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