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TLHLife

Boy was it hot last summer! Hot, humid, and long. I loved

it. Summer was fun for me growing up in Milwaukee. But it

was way too short. Not here. Summer starts in May and

runs through September. Perfect. ❚ But the climate is

changing. It’s getting hotter. By hotter I don’t just mean

more extreme heat. I mean more hot days and more hot

nights. This is a global warming story on the scale of our

city, Tallahassee. Climate change up close if you will. Let

me explain.

The Earth is warming because of the
greenhouse effect that we are contribut-
ing to. Not every year is warmer than the
one before, but there is a steady upward
rise in temperatures. Yet the upward

rise is measured in fractions of degrees.
In fact, Leon County has warmed by a

mere half of one-degree Fahrenheit over

Aiden Slaughter, 9, pours water over his head at the Cascades Park splash pad to cool off last summer. TORI SCHNEIDER/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

CLIMATE CLOSE-UP
Get ready for more sweaty weather this year

Hot days and nights in Tallahassee over time. SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

James B.
Elsner
Special to
Tallahassee
Democrat
USA TODAY
NETWORK –
FLORIDA

See CLIMATE, Page 4C

Teamwork is a way of life at Spring-
wood Elementary School. One of the
best places to see it in action is in the
subject areas of art and music. Though
art teacher Sammantha Sanchez has
only taught for two years, she knows
veteran music teacher Mary Register is
eager to share her wisdom acquired
through nearly 20 years in the class-
room. 

“Me and Mary spend every minute
together,” said Sanchez. “I couldn’t do
half of what I do without her. I tend to
vibe off people and we’re on the same
page. The connection was made imme-
diately, and the kids can tell that too.”
Register agrees and added, “I love when
we do things together. When we feed off
each other, it makes everything better.” 

This kind of cross-disciplinary and
collaborative approach proves to be
beneficial modeling behavior for the
students. Register especially sees the

effects with her Ritmos percussion en-
semble. Spanish for rhythm, Ritmos
comprises fourth and fifth grade music
students. In addition to their regular
music studies, they work for 12 weeks to
learn material which culminates in a
performance for family and friends. 

“This group is very driven and very
helpful to each other,” said Register. “I
love the teamwork that comes out of it.
A lot of the parts have three different
layers to the rhythms. Sometimes, I
would teach the rhythm and I would ask
them to go work it out among them-
selves.” 

Similarly, Sanchez hosts an extra-
curricular Art Club “that allows me to do
more in depth things with them,” she
said. She’s also impressed with the co-
operative attitude she sees among her
students.

Recently, the Art Club and Ritmos
collaborated on a special performance
and art showcase honoring the school’s 

Amanda Karioth Thompson
Council on Culture & Arts

Teamwork adds to the special glow at Springwood

The stage is set for an illuminating performance at Springwood Elementary.
SAMMANTHA SANCHEZ See SPRINGWOOD, Page 4C
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mascot. The production, titled “Black
Light Owls at Night,” took place entirely
in the dark and featured nocturnal
sights and sounds made possible by
various special effects. 

One of the crowd’s favorite numbers
made use of the school’s new set of Fire-
Stix. These light enhanced drumsticks
were purchased by Register using an art

education grant awarded by the Council
on Culture & Arts. These FireStix give
visual evidence of rhythmic accuracy
and teamwork, improve student en-
gagement, and motivate them to prac-
tice and persevere. 

Rounding out the performance were
several other optical tricks including
glow in the dark cups and artwork cre-
ated with UV reactive blacklight paint.
Fifth-grader Sadeana Brown is a mem-
ber of the Art Club and she enjoys it be-
cause “we get to have fun and be cre-
ative and focus on the task.”

She explained her process using the
special paint. “It just looks like white
paint but when you put it on, it goes
clear a little bit. When you put the UV
light on it, it shines and looks pretty.” 

By taking part in the Art Club activ-
ities, Sadeana has come to realize “art’s
one thing I’m passionate about. It helps
me be more confident in my work. Ms.
Sanchez encourages us to encourage
each other and be positive about our
artwork.” 

Fifth-grader Jose Valencia has simi-
lar sentiments about his engagement
with Ritmos. This is his second year in
the ensemble and he was eager to stick
with it because “I thought I could do
even better from last year.” His favorite
part about Ritmos is “seeing Ms. Regis-
ter and my friends all get along.” 

The cooperative atmosphere and

connectivity experienced by the stu-
dents is reinforced by global content.
They learn and perform traditional
rhythms from Africa to Japan and ev-
erywhere in between. Through art and
music, Springwood students are able to
relate to one another and the world
around them, fostering acceptance, cu-
riosity, and empathy. 

Jose shared, “when I play instru-
ments from all across the world, the mu-
sic calls out to me and I would like to
play it every day. It makes me comfort-
able and emotional. I would like to go
visit places all around the world when I
grow up.”

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the
Assistant Director for the Council on
Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital
area’s umbrella agency for arts and cul-
ture (www.tallahasseearts.org). 

Art teacher Sammantha Sanchez (seated right) joins in the fun at Springwood Elementary. AMANDA THOMPSON

Springwood
Continued from Page 1C

the past 100 years. This compares with
an average of about two degrees of
warming across the country.

Why is this temperature rise relative-
ly small? The answer lies with humidity.
Humidity causes the fresh morning air
to quickly reach a temperature at which
clouds and rain form. Clouds and rain
limit how hot it will get during the after-
noon. Clouds shield the sun and the rain
cools the air (evaporation). And, there is
certainly plenty of humidity in this city.

But this small change in temperature
makes a big difference in the number of
hot days. We define a hot day in the city
as one during which the warmest tem-
perature exceeds 100° F (37.8° C). Simi-
larly, we define a hot night as one during
which the coolest temperature fails to
drop below 77° F (25° C). We choose 100
degrees because triple-digit heat makes
the news. Nighttime heat above 77° F is
similarly extreme.

The official record from the Tallahas-
see airport shows an upward trend in
the number of hot days at a rate of 2%
per year and a more pronounced up-
ward trend in the number of hot nights
at a rate of 4% per year.

Increasingly frequent hot days and
hot nights result from more and longer
hot events: a string of consecutive hot
days and hot nights. Climate change
here in Tallahassee means more days at
this limit. Longer hot spells. Hot spells
with daytime temperatures exceeding
100° F for several or more days in a row.
Said another way: the increasing up-
ward trend in the number of hot days
implies we now have fewer ‘nice’ days
when the daily high temperature stays
between 84 and 94° F in favor of more

days above 95° F and warmer.
There were quite a few 100-degree

days recorded during the 1930s. But dur-
ing those years the thermometer mea-
suring the temperature was located
downtown, near the present-day Cas-
cades Park, not at the airport. When ad-
justed for the fact that it is almost al-
ways hotter downtown than at the air-
port (because of the urban heat island
effect), we find that the 1930s are not
comparable to the number of hot days
we are experiencing today.

Finally, perhaps you’ve seen the cli-
mate stripes — a plot that shows the av-
erage temperature each year as a series
of colored vertical stripes.

Here I do the same except instead of
actual temperature I use the number of
hot days and hot nights in Tallahassee.
The stripes go from light orange on the
left to dark orange on the right indicat-
ing an increasing number of hot days.

About half of all Americans believe
that they have felt the effects of global
warming in their own lives, up by 15 per-
centage points since 2015. It’s not just
your imagination. It really is getting hot-
ter here. But we live by days not by de-
grees. We notice the number of days not
the fraction of degrees. Today was hot,
yesterday was not.

We experience climate change here
in Tallahassee by the number of hot
days and by the number of hot nights.
Due to climate change both are increas-
ing. So, get ready for more sweaty.

James B. Elsner is Dr. James Elsner is
the Earl and Sophia Shaw Professor and
Chair of Geography at Florida State Uni-
versity where he teaches applied spatial
statistics and climatology. He can be
reached at jelsner@fsu.edu or on Twit-
ter @JBElsner This is a “Greening Our
Community” article, an initiative of
Sustainable Tallahassee. Learn more at
www.SustainableTallahassee.org.
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