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WILD
creations

“I wanted to do something different
than teaching and making art,” reflects
mixed-media artist Linda Hall, about an
important crossroads in her career. “I
found out that Wakulla Springs was hir-
ing an AmeriCorps member to drive
boats and take care of the ecology of the
parkland. That is what put me in the
center of the natural world, and it was a
huge influence on my love and my con-
cern for nature.” 

Hall drove boats down the river for
two years. She witnessed animals shed-
ding winter coats, building nests and
mothering offspring. This intimacy with
the cyclical nature of the environment
and coastal wildlife left a lasting mark,
both on her mindset toward ecological
preservation and her art.

Her exhibition “Beyond Gone,” at the
Gadsden Arts Center & Museum ex-
plores this close relationship, and hu-
manity’s impact on the environment as
well. 

“I’ve been distressed about the politi-
cal situation and this is a way of letting
go of despair and moving past it,” says
Hall. “We have to cherish what we have
and love it because it is leaving. It’s a
make-believe world that is intentionally
false with big flowers and colors. It is
kind of like creating a hopeful world that
doesn’t exist.” 

Artist Linda Hall riffs 
on the natural world 

in ‘Beyond Gone’

Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

Linda Hall has
always had a
fascination
with bears.
DAVID MOYNAHAN

See HALL, Page 3C
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Don Morrow, retired from a 33-year
career in land conservation with the
Trust for Public Land, will speak at the
next meeting of the Apalachee Audubon
Society on Thursday, Jan.16.

Since retiring 4 years ago, Don has fo-

cused much of his birding at St. Marks
National Wildlife Refuge where he birds
once or twice every week throughout
the year. He conducts shorebird surveys
year-around as well as seasonal duck
surveys.

The data he collects helps track the
health of bird populations that use the
Refuge. This data also provided the in-
formation for Don’s publication,

“CHECKLIST: The Birds of St. Marks
National Wildlife Refuge,” which can be
purchased at the Refuge’s gift shop.

Spending consistent time and mak-
ing observations in the same place year
after year has enabled Don to have a bet-
ter understanding of the ebb and flow of
bird life, the comings and goings of mi-
gratory birds and the changes in behav-
ior of its resident birds. In his talk, Don

will describe the birding year at St.
Marks and share a month by month look
at the birds one might expect to see
there.

If you listen closely to what Don has
to say, you may learn some special se-
crets to birding St. Marks. For instance,
if you want to see or hear an American 

Take stock of the year in birding at St. Marks
Donna Legare and Don Morrow
Special to Tallahassee Democrat
USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See BIRDING, Page 3C
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woodcock, be at the entrance gate at
sunrise. If you are looking for a feeding
guild of chickadees, warblers, wood-
peckers and more, try walking along a
short trail just off the first parking area
on the right across from Stoney Bayou
Pond No. 1.

You might also run into a vermilion
flycatcher in the same vicinity along the
Lighthouse Road. Those kinds of tips.

I would like to share the following es-
say recently written by Don Morrow:

As a Big Bend birder, I have seen a lot
of changes in birding opportunities
since I first moved here in 1983. Some
things are obvious and visible. The
area’s population has doubled, resulting
in more roads, homes, businesses and
less habitat for birds. Fortunately, as we
have grown, we have had the wisdom to
set aside key sites as publicly accessible
open space; Lake Overstreet, Piney Z
and others. I have always seen bird pro-
tection as a simple matter of land pro-
tection. You save habitat; you save
birds. Problem solved.

However, other invisible changes
have been happening during my 36
years here that are causing me to re-
think my simple idea that saving land is
enough. The average global temperature
has increased by half a percent and the
rate of that temperature increase is get-
ting faster and is forecast to continue to
do so. As the climate changes, the Big
Bend will see changes that cannot be
fixed by preserving more land.

A recent paper by the National Audu-
bon Society, Survival by Degrees: 389
Bird Species on the Brink (https://
www.audubon.org/climate/survivalby-
degrees/) details some of the ways that
temperature increases that we could see
by mid-century will affect the Big Bend.

We will lose coastal marshes to sea
level rise. We can expect to see an in-
crease in the frequency and magnitude
of spring droughts even as we experi-
ence heavier than normal rain and
flooding at other times of the year. We
are already experiencing some of these
effects. All of this will have an impact on
our local birds.

The Audubon report has an interac-
tive tool that allows you to see at the
state or even ZIP code level which spe-
cies of birds will be affected. Some of the
impacts on familiar birds are unsettling.
Nine species that we think of as “our
birds” will be lost as they shift their

breeding range further North.
I have brown thrashers in my back-

yard. These long-tailed cousins of the
local mockingbirds are also mimics.
They are rufous-brown above with
brown-streaked breasts. They can out-
sing any mockingbird and one was re-
ported to have learned over a thousand

songs. I am not sure that my local pair is
that accomplished, but I still enjoy lis-
tening to them sing in the spring, but

with even moderate temperature rise,
they will be gone.

And it’s not just the thrashers that
are at risk. Eastern towhee, red-headed
woodpecker, fish crow and yellow-
throated warbler are all in jeopardy. An-
other two dozen local species will also
be affected and may see their numbers
decline. Baltimore orioles will no longer
winter in Tallahassee.

Climate change is coming, but we can
take steps to blunt its effects by de-
creasing our carbon footprint. It doesn’t
mean that our community needs to stop
growing or that we tear buildings down.
Some steps are easy and even economi-
cal. Others may require more effort. We
still need to save land, but climate
change means that we need to do more.

I don’t want to lose the brown thrash-
er’s song.

Birding 
Continued from Page 1C

St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge. LILLY ANDERSON-MESSEC

Don and Ann Morrow birding at St.
Marks NWR. SPECIAL TO THE DEMOCRAT

If you go
What: The Birding Year at St. Marks
National Wildlife with Don Morrow at
Apalachee Audubon Society meeting

When: 7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 16; re-
freshments, 7:15 – 8:30 meeting and
program

Where: FSU King Life Science Building,
319 Stadium Drive; and easy parking –
see map at www.apalachee.org

Hall sees many similarities between
her work in the Munroe Family Commu-
nity Gallery, on display through Feb. 29,
and the feminine, natural, unusual and
beautiful pieces Alexa Kleinbard ren-
ders in 2D in her concurrent exhibition,
“Twilight in the Garden.” “Beyond
Gone” involves a variety of pieces from
Hall, including many works from her
animal series. Made with recycled,
handmade textiles, Hall says the origi-
nal impetus for her large-scale animal
forms and masks came about after her
mother’s death. 

Hall was compelled to make exultant,
empty forms and embellish them with
glitter, beads and embroidery. These
forms then transform into “containers
of spirit.” Rather than constructing real-
istic taxidermies, she felt these empty
suits and headdresses should stay open
and fluid. Hall has held parades where
people have donned papier-mâché
masks and outfits, but the focus is al-
ways on a more symbolic body. 

“It is like a spirit could come into
them and they could leave,” describes
Hall. “It is what is left behind after
someone leaves. To me, they are evi-
dence that there was a life that was
there, which is why some of them are
laughing, some of them have their
mouths open or are covered in glitter,
but it is about the absence of what was
inside.” 

While she has an affinity for raccoons
and dearly loves her cat, Hall says the
bear is an animal that continues to re-
turn as a source of inspiration. Hall is
fascinated by how it mysteriously
emerges from the woods, and how its
imposing form and stance on its hind
legs inspires awe. 

“To me it is the essential of what is
wild,” says Hall. “I made a bear that is
open down the middle, so you could
contemplate being inside of it.” 

Hall has always longed to tell tales
with images. Her eighth grade British
literature class first sparked this inner
storyteller. That is around the time she
began painting murals on her bedroom
wall — tipis aflame and wild jungle
scenes. She attended Florida State Uni-
versity for art and was profoundly im-
pacted by professors Mark Messersmith
and Jim Roche. 

Messersmith’s rich color palette ap-
pealed to her eye, while Roche motivat-

ed her to trust her intuition. Roche also
planted the idea that art did not have to
fit neatly into art history in order to be
valid. Hall took this to heart as she start-
ed painting murals around town, as well
as making pieces on wood and nailing
them to telephone poles. 

“Making art public has been a strong
thread of my work,” says Hall. “I don’t
think art only belongs in the institution.
It is not only the rich and well educated
that get to have an artful experience. Ev-
eryone should.” 

Hall first started working with fabrics
out of a need to craft with materials that
would have been familiar in her moth-
er’s, grandmother’s and great-grand-
mother’s hands. She was drawn to
clothing and linens imbued with histo-
ry, and after she returned to Tallahas-
see, she continued making series’ of
works that involved second-hand tex-
tiles.

Her materials come from antique and
thrift stores, but often people in the
community will also give her old hand-
me-downs in need of a second life. 

Hall works in her studio in Smokey
Hollow, a neighborhood rich in its own
history. She holds each piece in her
hands, finding energy in the quiet. Hall
says each work takes anywhere from 20
to 30 hours to embellish, wax, bead, dye
and paint. She teaches herself to attach
paper to quilts, cross-stitching and lay-
ering until the piece resonates and in-
forms her it’s finished. 

Though they may not speak in a tra-
ditional sense, while hanging work for
“Beyond Gone,” Hall said a passerby and
musician commented that her work was
“making sounds.” She hopes other mu-
seumgoers will feel similar relation-
ships to her imaginary environments,
by extension, find connections to the
wild outside and within. 

“Art in the big sense tries to free
things from passing,” says Hall. “It is a
way to make them tangible for a minute
and to come away with something that
is very much alive and sincere. I know
I’m not going to live forever, but I have a
lot to say and a lot of stories to tell. I’m
lucky enough to do it and get into the
studio everyday, make the work and
have faith that it resonates with people.
That is what keeps me going.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature

writer for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella
agency for arts and culture (www.talla-
hasseearts.org).
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Linda Hall’s creations of recycled, handmade textiles will be on display in her
Almost Gone exhibit at Gadsden Arts Center. LINDA HALL

Linda Hall says each work takes
anywhere from 20 to 30 hours to
embellish, wax, bead, dye and paint.
LINDA HALL

If you go
What: Beyond Gone 

When: 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday
through Feb. 29 

Where: Gadsden Arts Center & Mu-
seum, 13 N. Madison St, Quincy 

Cost: $5 adults; free for Gadsden Arts
Members and children 17 and under 

Contact: For more information, call
850-627-5023 or visit https://
www.gadsdenarts.org/. 

“Beyond Gone” involves a variety of
pieces including works from Linda
Hall’s animal series and those many
with recycled textiles. LINDA HALL
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