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TLHLife

Many, many, many years ago in a
small village somewhere far from here, a
woman looked for a place to deliver her
child. Though she was far from her
home, that woman at least had a hus-
band who stood by her side. 

The stable where the baby was born
was humble, and the first well-wishers
might have baa-ed or brayed, but slowly
a support system assembled bringing
gifts and comfort. Through their eyes,
the woman might have seen a future she
could have never imagined.

In many ways, Debra Harris’ Making
Miracles offers what that night in a sta-
ble offered Mary. And more. Making
Miracles, is more than a temporary shel-
ter. It is a home. Here, women who are
pregnant or have a child under one year,
whose husbands or partners do not play
the part of a “Joseph,” whose lives lack
the stability to begin the raising of a
healthy child — here, in this home they
find a family, and the knowledge and
discipline to make one of their own.

The rented house on a quiet neigh-
borhood street on the West side of Talla-
hassee is as tranquil as any home with a
couple of toddlers dancing through its
rooms. At the moment, there is a preg-
nant 34-year old woman and two young
mothers with children one and three
years old who reside here.

The women each now are employed,
pay for day-care, travel by bus to their
jobs and are learning, one step at a time,
the daunting responsibilities of not only

growing up to assume adult responsibil-
ities, but how to manage and love their
babies.

And all of it is the vision of one wom-
an who has known her own struggles,
and is over-seen by another who fled a
past much like the young women here.

Full circle on relationships 

Harris is the 55-year-old founder of
Making Miracles. Sharon Giles, 65, is

the House Mother. Each of them ac-
knowledges their own mistakes as
young women. Abusive relationships,
early motherhood, drugs, alcohol, even
incarceration — a repeating cycle of bad
choices in which Harris says women of-
ten find themselves because they sim-
ply cannot discern a “door in the wall”
for an exit.

Harris says that her own story began
in New Orleans, where she was born one
of seven children to a woman on her
own who eventually was diagnosed
with schizophrenia. The children, sent
off to foster homes, suffered in their own
individual worlds. Abuse, both physical
and mental, occurred there. Even when
their grandmother gained custody, the
abuse rained down.

For a few years, with their her mother
on medication, the children were gath-
ered together again—the family even 

Lesa Hart hugs and kisses her adopted daughter Paris Hart, 2, at the Making Miracles group home Monday, Dec. 9. Hart adopted Paris after mentoring her birth
mother at Making Miracles. TORI LYNN SCHNEIDER/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

‘A door in the wall’ 
This home is
Making Miracles
happen all year
Marina Brown
Special to Tallahassee Democrat
USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Debra Harris holds up a collage featuring photos of women she has helped at the
Making Miracles group home. TORI LYNN SCHNEIDER/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

How to help
Donations can be made to Making Mir-
acles by contacting:

Debra Harris at 850-727-3304 or Har-
ris_debra@yahoo.com 

or P.O. Box 12953 for donated funds 

Visit www.makingmiraclesgrouphome.
org.

See HARRIS, Page 4C

Henry Detweiler is no stranger to live
musical performances. Both his parents
are musicians, so he’s gathered a few
tips on being a good audience member.

“For starters, when you’re in an audi-
torium, you should not talk because
then you’re going to be more focused on
talking than the music,” said the Gil-
christ Elementary School second grad-
er. 

Figuring out when to applaud can be
a challenge and Henry offered a helpful
suggestion. “Try to follow along when a
whole group claps. That’s always what I
do. Not like when only one person claps.
Don’t start clapping then because it’s
probably not a spot when you clap.”

Engaging with arts ‘makes everything sparkle’
Amanda Karioth Thompson
Council on Culture & Arts

Dancers from Pas de Vie brought
additional artistry to the concert.
AMANDA THOMPSONSee ARTS, Page 2C

Local vocalist Avis Berry led a holiday
favorites sing-along. DAVID S WATSON
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“The Cleaning Lady”

Call For a Free Estimate850-510-4225
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$10 OFF
your first service with us

One time cleanings welcome
Attention to detail
Residential
Commercial
Friendly & reliable staff

Full Service House Keeping
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SU | DO | KU Dave Green

Enter a numeral
from 1 through 9 in
each cell of the
grid. Each row,
column and region
must contain only
one instance of
each numeral.

Yesterday’s
solution

Note: Puzzles in-
crease in difficulty
from Monday
through Sunday.

Singer Jimmy Buffett is 73. Coun-
try singer Barbara Mandrell is 71.
Actress Sissy Spacek is 70. Blues
musician Joe Louis Walker is 70.
Actress CCH Pounder is 67. Singer
Annie Lennox is 65. Singer Steve
Wariner is 65. Siinger Mac Powell of
Third Day is 47. Country singer Ale-

cia Elliott is 37. Singer-guitarist Lukas Nelson of
Lukas Nelson and Promise of the Real is 31.

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Buffett

Aries (March 21-April 19). The beautiful out-
comes of the day are a direct result of the energy you
bring to the task at hand. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Your imagination
keeps returning to a scenario, and for good reason.
This may involve an attraction, and you’ll likely find
out that it’s mutual. What you seek is seeking you.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Moments of reflection
add to the wonder of the day, as do the courageous
feelings that stir when you think about the future. 

Cancer (June 22-July 22). You’re feeling open
and expressive. Sing out loud, talk to people you
don’t know, be a hero to those who need help. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You are more interested in
people than in things, and yet you appreciate the
care taken in the exchange of gifts.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Santa Claus visits peo-
ple once a year, and there are people you see on just
about that same schedule. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Never are the delusions
of childhood so prevalently recalled as in the expe-
rience of Christmas. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Food will bring people
together, spark conversations and contribute to a
feeling of satisfied well-being. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You pose chal-
lenges to yourself that make the day more interest-
ing to you.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Just as a night of
legend was made brilliant by a spectacular star,
your time will be lit up by a dazzling culmination of
elements including smiles, music and rituals.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Children want the
Christmas day to last as long as possible. The trick
to elasticizing the day is to pour your soul into it.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). The giving spirit over-
takes, resonating with your highest self.

ASTROLOGY HOLIDAY MATHIS

Today is Wednesday,
Dec. 25, the 359th day of
2019. There are six days
left in the year. This is
Christmas Day.

On this date in:
A.D. 336: The first

known commemoration
of Christmas on Dec. 25
took place in Rome.

1776: Gen. George
Washington and his
troops crossed the Dela-
ware River for a surprise
attack against Hessian
forces at Trenton, New
Jersey, during the Amer-
ican Revolutionary War.

1926: Hirohito became
emperor of Japan, suc-
ceeding his father, Em-
peror Yoshihito.

1931: New York’s Met-
ropolitan Opera broad-
cast an entire live opera
over radio for the first

time: “Hansel and Gretel”
by Engelbert Humper-
dinck.

1973: “The Sting,” star-
ring Paul Newman and
Robert Redford as a pair
of 1930s grifters, was re-
leased by Universal Pic-
tures.

1977: Comedian Sir
Charles Chaplin died in
Switzerland at age 88.

1989: Ousted Roma-
nian President Nicolae
Ceausescu (chow-SHES’-
koo) and his wife, Elena,
were executed following a
popular uprising. Former
baseball manager Billy
Martin, 61, died in a traffic
accident near Bingham-
ton, New York.

1990: The World Wide
Web, the system provid-
ing quick access to web-
sites over the Internet,
was born in Geneva,
Switzerland, as computer
scientists Tim Berners-
Lee and Robert Cailliau

(KAH’-yoh) created the
world’s first hyperlinked
webpage.

1991: Soviet President
Mikhail S. Gorbachev
went on television to an-
nounce his resignation as
the eighth and final lead-
er of a communist super-
power that had already
gone out of existence.

1999: Space shuttle
Discovery’s astronauts
finished their repair job
on the Hubble Space
Telescope and released it
back into orbit.

2003: Sixteen people
were killed by mudslides
that swept over camp-
grounds in California’s
San Bernardino Valley.
Pakistani President Per-
vez Musharraf ( survived
a second assassination
bid in 11 days, but 17 other
people were killed.

2006: James Brown,
the “Godfather of Soul,”
died in Atlanta at age 73.

TODAY IN
HISTORY

Wednesday

Christmas Day Worship Service:10-11 a.m. Epiph-
any Lutheran Church, 8300 Deer Lake South. 

Christmas Ladies Night: 10 p.m., The Moon, 1105 E
Lafayette St.

Thursday

A Night of Comedy with Erica Rhodes: 7:30-8:30
p.m., Temple Israel of Tallahassee, 2215 Mahan Drive.
Tickets $15-$20. Wine & schmooze hour starts at 6:15
p.m.

Friday

Grand Chanukah Service and Celebration: 6-
8:30 p.m., Temple Israel of Tallahassee, 2215 Mahan
Drive. Bring your menorah to light with the congrega-
tion, nosh on some latkes, and spin a dreidel. Please
RSVP by Dec. 26.

CALENDAR

What’s going on, Tallahassee?
Let us know what’s on your schedule. Use the online
link to submit: Eventful.com/Tallahassee. Email Mar-
tha Gruender at mgruender@tallahassee.com.

For good measure, he added “try not to kick the seat
in front of you.”

Henry and nearly 2,200 other elementary-aged stu-
dents and their teachers recently attended the Young
People’s Concerts presented by the Tallahassee Sym-
phony Orchestra (TSO).

For more than 20 years, TSO has offered the pro-
gram to help introduce kids to a variety of musical con-
cepts and TSO conductor Darko Butorac quizzed stu-
dents about strings, woodwinds, brass, and percus-
sion. 

Amanda Stringer, TSO chief executive officer, was
impressed with the knowledge the kids brought with
them. “There weren’t any wrong answers to the instru-
ment questions. I think that speaks well to both the
classroom music teachers and what a great job they’re
doing in the schools.”

Audience members represented 25 different groups
from public, private, charter, and home schools in Le-
on, Wakulla, Jefferson and Thomas counties. With a
focus on equity, 1,700 students from Title 1 schools
were provided with free tickets to the concerts. For
students from non-Title 1 schools, admission was just
$8 per child, less than the price of a movie ticket. 

The students are bussed to Ruby Diamond Concert
Hall for a holiday inspired performance designed just
for them. This year, the concert included Vince Gua-
raldi’s “A Charlie Brown Christmas” and Duke Elling-
ton’s jazz version of the well-known “Dance of the Sug-
ar-Plum Fairy.” Local vocalist Avis Berry led the audi-
ence in a sing-along that featured favorites like “Deck
the Halls” and “Jingle Bells.” 

Ginny Stewart is a second-grade teacher at Gilchrist
and she looks forward to the Young People’s Concert
every year. “I’ve been taking part in it ever since it
started,” she said. “I’m a huge advocate.”

“Students need to have musical experiences like
this. It helps them think outside the box of what’s pos-
sible. Music makes you smarter and builds your brain.
Any time you engage with the arts, it makes everything
sparkle,” she said. 

TSO General Manager, Mary Kelsay agreed and
added “our mission is to engage, enrich and inspire all

people at all stages of life and elementary school stu-
dents are a huge part of that. If you reach them early,
they’re more likely to pursue music, learn more about
music and be curious. We’re trying to make that im-
pact.” 

Amanda Karioth Thompson is the Assistant Direc-
tor for the Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is the cap-
ital area’s umbrella agency for arts and culture
(www.tallahasseearts.org).

Ruby Diamond Concert Hall was in full holiday swing. AMANDA THOMPSON

Arts
Continued from Page 1C

Darko Butorac conducting the Tallahassee Symphony
Orchestra. DAVID S WATSON

Audience members represented 25 different school
groups from all over the area. AMANDA THOMPSON
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