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Nestled in the trunk of her car, im-
pressionist painter Natalia Andreeva
recorded the vast Alaskan wilderness
that surrounded her. She captured the

mountainside in vibrant
shades and hues of blue
and green, her swoop-
ing brushstrokes outlin-
ing the topography.

The remoteness of
the location meant
bears and other wildlife
were stalking nearby, so
Andreeva took safety

precautions with that particular plein
air — outdoor painting —adventure. 

“I thought it would be better for me to

not wander too far because I was alone,”
says Andreeva, who has had several
close encounters during her many years
of painting in nature from South Africa
to the Smokey Mountains.

“Once I went with a couple of artists
in canoes to paint, and after a while I
saw a water moccasin by my boat. I’d

never encountered anything like that in
the studio.” 

‘Painting in the Shade’ in Havana

Last year, Andreeva participated in
Havana Main Street’s “Painting in the
Shade” event and won first place for her

painting of the downtown’s historic mu-
seum. Her second image of a 100-year-
old red barn is the cover image for this
year’s second annual plein air event
which will take place from Thursday,
May 19, to Saturday, May 21. 

Artists are invited to paint through-
out the community and showcase their
work in a “Wet Room Gallery” at the Ha-
vana Springs Annex. Guests may pur-
chase an artist’s “dry” work at any time,
but the new, “wet” work will only be
available at the closing night gala event.

Andreeva is most looking forward to
the “quick draw” event on Saturday that
invites anyone to complete a painting in
two hours. 

“It’s a challenge, but I encourage 

Old and New by Natalia Andreeva, one of the “Painting in the Shade” artists. NATALIA ANDREEVA

‘Absorb nature at its best’ 
Painting outside is a passion for Natalia Andreeva

Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

Natalia
Andreeva 

See ANDREEVA, Page 2C

If you go
What: Painting in the Shade 2nd Annual Plein Air Event 

When: 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Thursday, May 19-Saturday, May 21 

Where: 7th Avenue and Main Street, Havana 

Cost: Artist registration fee $35 

Contact: For more information, call 850-755-2999 or visit havanamainstreet.com.
For more on Natalia Andreeva and her studio workshops, please visit
andreeva.com. 

In her vivid first novel, “Not to Keep,”
Cedar Key writer Rebecca Johnston
homes in on five Florida Cracker kids liv-
ing in the Suwannee River-Gulf area of
Florida in the 1910s. While their child-
hoods are rich with swimming and ex-
ploring wild creatures — the wars the
boys go off to later bring no joy.

Will, whose twin brother is named
Mil, narrates the story in a Panhandle di-
alect. Will lies on his deathbed and de-
clares to his niece hearing the story:
“Anne, there are things to be fixed which
can’t be fixed, but I aim to try.” History
can heal, the words imply. 

In this historical novel, Johnston’s
storytelling brings people together rath-
er than using the rugged individual
trope regarding life, turning the redneck
meme on its head. 

On one adventure, these curious kids

use a chicken as decoy and stab an alli-
gator in the head. The swamp monster
dies. But the gator proves too large to
stuff into any car. Will explains that the
group “had to cut the thing up inta
smaller pieces.” 

Meanwhile, the team of five has
tricked the game warden by starting a
rumor about them stealing crabs from
their community and the Cedar Keys
about 20 miles southwest. 

And because “those were hungry
times” in rural Panhandle Florida, a
town-wide gator cook off feeds resi-
dents that night with meat to take home.
“No one was talkin,’” Will says referring
to the game warden, “and the evidence
was all eaten or burned and buried.”

The kids live their fierce, joyous lives
until World War I comes along. Like
many, the boys think of it as “a grand ad-
venture.”

And their families? “Boy, were our
mamas proud.” When the boys enlist,
the pastor calls them “emissaries of

God.”
Just before they leave for war, Rosie

and Ricky (one of the boys) get married
because Rosie has gotten pregnant.

War changes everything. The boys
find that training camp is ill-prepared.
Three of four target practice rifles are
wooden toy guns. 

Serious injury and death come to the
boys in France and Italy. When half of
them return with brain, skin and limb
damage, the town whispers about all of
them, the dead and the still living, as if
they were not all heroes.

Life in the 1920s proves difficult for
the remaining bunch in the swamps of
northern Florida. Rosie runs a restau-
rant, and the men who’ve returned with
the monster of war on their backs have a
difficult time getting and keeping jobs.

Horrifying Florida events occur, too,
like the Rosewood Massacre. And again,
the story is not told from a “redneck” 

Cedar Key writer’s first novel dips into North Florida history
Mary Jane Ryals
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

In her first novel, “Not to Keep,”
Rebecca Johnston’s storytelling brings
people together. PROVIDEDSee NOVEL, Page 2C
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Today is Sunday, May 15, the 135th
day of 2022. There are 230 days left in
the year. On this date in:

1948: Hours after declaring its inde-
pendence, the new state of Israel was
attacked by Transjordan, Egypt, Syria,
Iraq and Lebanon.

1967: The U.S. Supreme Court, in its
unanimous In re Gault decision, ruled
that juveniles accused of crimes were
entitled to the same due process af-
forded adults. 

1970: Just after midnight, Phillip La-
fayette Gibbs and James Earl Green,
two Black students at Jackson State
College in Mississippi, were killed as
police opened fire during student pro-
tests.

1972: Alabama Gov. George C. Wal-
lace was shot and left paralyzed while
campaigning for president in Laurel,
Maryland, by Arthur H. Bremer, who
served 35 years for attempted murder.

1988: The Soviet Union began the
process of withdrawing its troops from
Afghanistan, more than eight years af-
ter Soviet forces entered the country. 

TODAY IN HISTORY

Actor-singer Anna
Maria Alberghetti is
86. Counterculture icon
Wavy Gravy is 86. Sing-
er Lenny Welch is 83.
Actor-singer Lainie Ka-
zan is 80. Actor Gunilla
Hutton (“Petticoat
Junction,” “Hee Haw”) is

80. Actor Chazz Palminteri (“Analyze
This,” “Mulholland Falls”) is 76. Musi-
cian Brian Eno is 74. Actor Nicholas
Hammond (“The Sound of Music”) is
72. Musician Mike Oldfield is 69. Actor
Lee Horsley (“Matt Houston”) is 67.
Rapper Melle Mel of Grandmaster
Flash and the Furious Five is 61. Actor
David Charvet (“Melrose Place”) is 50.
Actor Russell Hornsby (“Grimm”) is
48. Actor David Krumholtz
(“Numb3rs”) is 44. Bassist David Har-
tley of The War On Drugs is 42. Actor
Jamie-Lynn Sigler (“The Sopranos”)
is 41. Actor Alexandra Breckenridge
(“The Walking Dead,” “American Hor-
ror Story”) is 40. Guitarist Brad Shultz
of Cage the Elephant is 40. Guitarist
Nick Perri (Shinedown) is 38.

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Palminteri
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perspective. Will’s black friend Josh, an-
other former soldier, nearly gets killed in
the hanging of black men in the town.
Josh and Will remain good friends. 

Next, an experience of the Bonus
Army in Washington, D.C., is jaw-drop-
ping in its violence to and negligence of
WWI soldiers. These war veterans go to
DC to try to get a Veterans Administra-
tion started. They are chased away vio-
lently.

Sadly, as we all know, the next world
war comes along. The remaining mem-
bers of the little group head to Florida’s
Southernmost Keys to work for the WPA.
The former soldiers are boarded too near
the water. The notorious 1935 hurricane
hits. Earnest Hemingway makes an ap-
pearance in this section, taking some of
the surviving former soldiers under his
wing. 

Though so much haunts these North-
west Panhandlers, Johnston, the writer,
uses an honest narrator in Will, who
keeps things real. He implores his niece,
“I need you to see how things were, even
back before your mama.”

Johnston is a Hemingway scholar
and is working on her Ph.D. at the Uni-
versity of Exeter. She is an English pro-
fessor at Sante Fe College in Gainesville
and lives in Cedar Key with her husband
and daughter.

Her research on the novel’s setting
and era is woven within the trees,
springs and local color. Fiction readers
as well as historians and librarians will
want this innovative book in their col-
lections.

Mary Jane Ryals is a novelist and poet
from Tallahassee who studied English/
Creative Writing in the PhD Program at
Florida State University. Her novels in-
clude “Cookie and Me,” and “Cutting
Loose in Paradise” and she’s working on
a third novel set in the Cedar Key area.

Novel
Continued from Page 1C

Rebecca Johnston’s first novel, “Not to Keep,” is about five Florida Cracker kids
in the early 1900s. PROVIDED

everyone to try it out,” says Andreeva,
who advises newcomers to start with a
smaller canvas. “My only warning is
that plein air is really addictive. Once
you start doing it, you do it again and
again. Sometimes you meet people you
would never know any other way and
you can absorb nature at its best.” 

Painting around the world

Andreeva has treasured every double
rainbow, early morning sunrise, and an-
imal—deer, butterflies, foxes, spotted
wasps and bobcats—she’s painted over
the years.

While Tallahassee has been her
home since 2004, Andreeva first be-
came an artist in Novosibirsk, Siberia.
She studied the classical art canon in
Moscow, Russia, and honed her skills in
depicting nature, still life, portraits and
figures with a blend of expressionism
and impressionism. 

She holds Signature Membership
Status in the American Impressionist
Society and believes nature has been
her greatest teacher.

For five years, Andreeva has run a lo-
cal studio in Tallahassee. She hosts bi-
weekly life drawing and paint along
days as well as workshops and seminars
with internationally recognized visiting
artists. 

“I have workshops with other plein
air artists that I’ve met in my journey,
and if someone would like to take those
workshops, they’re always welcome,”
says Andreeva. “We have live drawing
sessions twice a week at my studio with
a group of artists and we’re always open
to new members.” 

‘Painting from life’

Much how a musician spends hours
on their craft, Andreeva says continual
practice with a canvas and brush have
been instrumental in strengthening her
skills as an artist. She was drawn to im-
pressionism because she enjoys “paint-
ing from life.”

The rougher, un-polished look is not
an exact rendering of her surroundings,
but rather captures her observations in
those fleeting moments as a landscape
shifts and changes. 

Timing is all too important with plein

air, and Andreeva keeps a close eye on
the sun, which notably changes posi-
tion every seven minutes and can ma-
nipulate how light and shadow fall on
any given subject or landscape. Some-
times the subjects that first drew her in-
terest in the first place will disappear
once she gets started. 

“If I want to paint some boat or car
they move away, so I basically try to
paint a characteristic of that subject
that I absorbed in the few first minutes,
and even though it will be gone, I kind of
have it,” describes Andreeva.

“I also like to paint animals, birds, or
even people sometimes, which is anoth-
er variable and element where you have
to very quickly get the idea of their
shape and form. Because it’s a visual art
you like to have some sort of precision,
but you don’t have much time to have it
all.” 

Challenging conditions

Plein air painting has challenged An-
dreeva in both her style and preparation
for this kind of painting. When working
in hot, humid environments, the paint

feels sticky, which can change the tex-
ture of work. Bugs buzz around her
head, and sometimes in urban environ-
ments people will be curious and ap-
proach her with questions. 

When hiking out to locations, Andre-
eva packs light, brings water, and wears
sunscreen. As she scoped out locations
for this year’s Havana plein air event,
Andreeva was drawn to the police sta-
tion’s brightly colored building.

She hopes that more events like
these, and the subsequent paintings
that are made during “Painting in the
Shade,” will not only archive Havana’s
history, but draw more people into town. 

“I have traveled and painted all
around the world and didn’t see [Ha-
vana] right under my nose,” says Andre-
eva of the hidden gem, just 20 minutes
from Tallahassee. “I hope people enjoy
seeing what I saw and that it gives them
some incentive to go out and appreciate
what’s around them.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella
agency for arts and culture (www.talla-
hasseearts.org). 

Natalia Andreeva's image of a 100-year-old red barn is the cover image for this
year’s second annual plein air event which will take place from May 19 to May 21,
in Havana. NATALIA ANDREEVA

Andreeva
Continued from Page 1C


