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“My grandmother told me, ‘Your gifts
will open up doors for you,’” reflects vo-
calist and musician Adrian Morris. “I
may have slept on a gift that had been
there for a while.” 

Growing up, Morris was an avid foot-
ball player, surrounded by music—
whether it was hearing his mother sing
or his siblings and cousins play various
instruments. Although music was al-
ways in his home, Morris didn’t pursue
his own vocal talents until college when
he won his school’s talent show. 

Morris sang Gerald Levert’s “My For-
ever Love” and fondly remembers the
crowd’s enthusiastic response. Morris
always looked up to Levert, who was
part of the R&B group, The O’Jays, as
well as musical group LeVert. Morris
won a second talent show singing Le-
Vert’s “All Seasons,” and realized what
path he wanted to take in life. 

“I’ll be paying a tribute to Gerald Le-
vert in the Soul of Southside festival,”
says Morris, who will perform both as a
featured soloist and with Tallahassee
Nights Live. 

Festival celebrates diverse history

The Soul of Southside Arts and Hu-
manities Festival is an intergenerational
festival that celebrates the rich and di-
verse history that exists in Tallahassee’s
Southside.

This year’s festival features neigh-
borhood history tours, a “drive by” fish
fry, and all-day music festival that cul-
minates with a musical headliner act
and light show honoring Southside
neighborhood trailblazers and commu-
nity icons.

Events will kick off on May 14 and
continue through May 22 in and around
Lake Anita. 

Morris participated in last year’s fes-
tival with Tallahassee Nights Live and
enjoyed the energy the event brought to
the community. While the COVID-19
pandemic did not allow him to perform
as much as he would have liked, Morris
is ready to take the stage at this year’s
event and share original and cover mu-
sic. 

“It’s been a while since I’ve done a so-
lo show here in town,” says Morris. “I’m
going to bring all the different talent and
energies I’ve come across during my
time at Tallahassee Nights Live.”

Morris on ‘A Change is Gonna
Come’

After realizing that music was his
true calling in the early 1990s, Morris
transferred to Florida A&M University
and delved deeper into songwriting and 

Adrian Morris will perform both as a featured soloist and with Tallahassee Nights Live at the Soul of Southside Festival May
14-22. PROVIDED

‘A natural healing’ 
Singer Adrian Morris
feeds on energy of
Southside festival

See SOUTHSIDE, Page 2C

If you go
What: Soul of Southside Arts and
Humanities Festival 

When: May 14-22 

Where: Anita Favors Plaza at Lake
Anita, 116 W Van Buren St 

Cost: Free and open to the public 

Contact: For more information,
visit sosfesttlh.com

Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

I watched from afar as the interna-
tional fundraising conference hosted by
the Association of Fundraising Profes-
sionals was held this week in Las Vegas.
Over 2,800 fundraisers from around the
world were on hand to discuss the latest
fundraising trends and techniques.

Here are a few helpful takeaways I
gleaned from friends, clients, and col-
leagues in attendance. 

Disabilities and inclusion

10% of the nonprofit workforce is
comprised of people with a disability
according to Race to Lead 2019, Building
Movement Project. This is a reminder to
nonprofit leaders that diversity, equity,
and inclusion includes disability. 

Raises and burnout

Labor shortages and burnout were on
the mind of attendees and speakers.
Speaker @cheriankoshy said, “if you
have not given your staff a raise this
year, you have effectively given them a
pay cut. Inflation and extra work have
taken a toll on nonprofit employees over
the last two to three years.”

Speaker @TycelyWilliams added,
“no one needs to be a martyr for their
mission. Nonprofit professionals don’t
deserve harassment, unequal pay, belit-
tling comments, or to be underpaid.”
These sentiments are important con-
siderations as executive directors and
boards identify ways to support their
staff and prepare budgets for the next
fiscal year.

Rethinking special events

We have all seen the impact of the
pandemic on special events which re-
main a bit in flux. One speaker encour-
aged nonprofits to take advantage of
this opportunity to get rid of events that
don’t work.

I applaud this idea and believe now is
the time to eliminate broken, low per-
forming events. Doing so will provide
more time to focus on growing one,
maybe two, highly successful events,
cultivate individual relationships, and
earn the right to ask for bigger gifts. 

Introductions and burnout

Conference sessions typically begin
with a speaker introduction. That’s why
I appreciated this poem from @Rhy-
mesforGood about the importance of a
well-prepared introduction.

Don’t joke about names…Its dismis-
sive and RUDE.Listen, make effort, And 

Here are top takeaways from fundraising conference

See NONPROFITS, Page 2C

Notes on Nonprofits
Alyce Lee Stansbury

Guest columnist
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Dear Abby: My fiance, “Rowan,” and
I are getting married this year. It is my
second marriage and his first. Rowan
has a young son I’ll call “Sean” from a
previous relationship. I have a good re-
lationship with Sean, and expressed to
Rowan that I’d love to include Sean on
our honeymoon, so we can have a prop-
er first family vacation. (Rowan’s custo-
dy agreement states that no unmarried
parties may live together when their
child is present in the home.)

Rowan was enthusiastic about it,
since I’ll finally be able to have proper
bonding time with Sean in a home envi-
ronment overnight. But when I bring
this up with anyone else, they say I am
selfish for wanting to play “Mom” and
include my soon-to-be stepson on a va-
cation that’s supposed to be for just me
and my fiance.

We want to share this time with his
son and have a fun family vacation. Are
we doing the wrong thing? Should we
leave Sean out? Why, with so many dif-
ferent family dynamics, is wanting to
include Rowan’s son regarded as self-
ish? 

Unselfish in the South
Dear Unselfish: You and Rowan

should listen to your hearts instead of
listening to unsolicited advice. Wanting
to include Sean on the trip is the oppo-
site of selfish, and it is your and your fi-
ance’s privilege to decide.

Dear Abby: My husband’s daughter
has decided that her children should
not call me “Grandma,” because I’m not

their biological grandmother. She says
her mother is their grandma and not me,
even though her father and I have been
together since before the birth of her
children.

Eight years later, she told them not to
call me Grandma. I am so hurt about it I
can no longer bring myself to go over to
their house. 

Please tell me how I can deal with be-
ing so blatantly disrespected by my
husband’s daughter. I seem to be good
only for birthday presents and Christ-
mas gifts. 

Slighted in California
Dear Slighted: I subscribe to the phi-

losophy that the more love there is in
this world, the better. I would take it a
step further and add that the more lov-
ing grandparents there are in a child’s
life, the better. 

Your stepdaughter’s announcement
to the children at this late date that you
are not their grandmother seems spite-
ful and hurtful. That said, there’s noth-
ing positive to be gained by shunning
the children if you love them. What they
call you is less important than the rela-
tionship you have with them. If you con-
tinue staying away as you have been do-
ing, you will only drive a deeper wedge
between you.

Dear Abby is written by Abigail Van
Buren, aka Jeanne Phillips, and was
founded by her mother, Pauline Phillips.
Contact Dear Abby at www.DearAbby-
.com or P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA
90069.

DEAR ABBY | ABIGAIL VAN BUREN

Couple’s honeymoon plan
draws unwanted feedback

CELEBRITY CIPHER | LUIS CAMPOS

work to include. If you’re introducing
folks,Work in advance! Practice will
help youIt’s not happenstance. 

A few winces and nodding heads re-
sulted from a speaker who encouraged
fundraisers to not try and do “all the
things.” Ultimately, doing a few things
exceptionally well may be the best way
to strengthen your organization and
avoid staff/volunteer burnout. 

Listen for the donor

Another session offered two compel-
ling reasons to start a planned giving
program: (1) the average age of U.S. do-
nors is 62 years old; and (2) 10,000 peo-
ple a day turn 65. If your organization
has been in existence for more than 10
years, consider if now may be a good
time to launch a legacy giving program. 

I liked this approach from @Toron-
toKrishan who said when you meet with
a donor, you’re not there to sell the gift.
You’re there to listen to the donor, hear
their story, and FIND the gift. This re-
minded me of fundraising icon Jerald
Panas who always said the best fund-
raisers know how to “listen the gift.” 

Data and email

My colleague @EphraimGopin, who
traveled over 7,000 miles to attend the
conference, reminded fundraisers
about the importance of data hygiene

for nonprofit email practices. The num-
ber of subscribers is important, but the
quality of the list is more important.

Speaker @tclaybuck added, “It don’t
mean a thing if it ain’t got that swing,
and that swing is your story. But your
story doesn’t mean a thing if you don’t
have the accurate data to send it out.”
Investing in data management is a hall-
mark of successful fundraising pro-
grams. 

These highlights are only a fraction of
the topics, keynote speakers, and re-
sources shared during the conference.
Now is the time to start planning and
budgeting for next year’s conference
which will be held in New Orleans on
April 16-18, 2023. 

Notes on Nonprofits Live

Join me and Felina Martin at noon
Tuesday, May 10, on Facebook for Notes
on Nonprofits Live. Our topic is “Grow,
Merge or Close” and our guest will be
Jan Baskin, Founder and CEO of Busi-
ness Enhancement Services.

Jan is an expert in helping nonprofits
evaluate their business model and navi-
gate successful merges and acquisi-
tions. We will discuss the differences
between mergers, acquisitions, collabo-
rations, and partnerships and I invite
you to join us. 

Notes on Nonprofits is produced by
Alyce Lee Stansbury, CFRE, President of
Stansbury Consulting, and includes re-
sources, responses to reader questions,
guest columns, and timeless topics from
the vault. Send your questions and feed-
back to notesonnonprofits@gmail.com 

Nonprofits
Continued from Page 1C

singing. He joined the Fat Cat Players,
whose popular song “Sundress,”
charted on the U.S. Billboards and sent
him on a tour around the globe. Morris
has shared stages with Destiny’s Child,
The O’Jays, the Isley Brothers, and
more. 

During his tours in cities that span
from Bosnia to Italy, Morris most en-
joyed giving performances for U.S.
troops as a part of USO tours. He and his
fellow performers would board a Black
Hawk helicopter and travel to remote lo-
cations to share their music with over
10,000 troops.

At the end of each show, Morris sung
Sam Cooke’s “A Change Is Gonna Come.” 

“I usually end the show with that song,
and will probably do so at Soul of South-
side,” says Morris. “It’s a special song to
me because it helped me get through
things. I had a soldier one time break
down crying because it helped him get

over his daughter’s passing. It’s a power-
ful song that helps so many people.”

When it comes to his own songwrit-
ing process, Morris says inspiration
may strike anywhere. A hook or concept
will find its way into his ear, and he’ll ei-
ther grab his phone or a piece of paper to
record his ideas before they’re gone. 

‘Collaborating with others’

Morris says many of his friends who
are producers or musicians will also
send jingles or tracks. With microphone
in hand, he’ll record tracks on a comput-
er program and sort through his ideas in
the moment. One of his favorite tracks,
titled “Wife,” was inspired by his own
wife and featured the late saxophonist
Marques Adams. 

“A lot of times I’m collaborating with
others so I’m feeding off of their energy,
and what they bring to the table might
make me write faster or better,” says
Morris. 

Morris says one of his long-time cre-
ative partners, has been musician, radio
DJ, and Tallahassee Nights Live foun-

der, Darius “Doc D” Baker. The Fat Cat
Players first connected Morris with
Baker, and together they bring new
music to the area each month. Morris
says Baker has pushed him to be a bet-
ter musician and is grateful for his con-
stant support and friendship over the
years. 

That energy is what lives at the
heart of the Soul of Southside Arts and
Humanities Festival. Morris says that
beyond bringing new music and art
into the community, he’s excited to be
a part of a festival that shines a light on
the Southside. 

“I’ve been in Tallahassee since 1992
and I’ve never been a part of anything
like it,” says Morris. “I think it’s going
to continue to bring about a certain
healing. It’s something about music
and art, it’s a natural healing, and it’s
very important to bring everybody to-
gether.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture &
Arts. COCA is the capital area’s um-
brella agency for arts and culture
(www.tallahasseearts.org). 

Carla King Richardson waits for cheese to be added to her grits during the sunrise brunch offered during the final day of
the Inaugural Soul of Southside Festival on May 22, 2021. ALICIA DEVINE/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

Southside
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Today is Monday, May 9, the 129th
day of 2022. There are 236 days left in
the year. On this date in: 

1860: Writer J.M. Barrie, the creator
of Peter Pan, was born in Kirriemuir,
Scotland.

1914: President Woodrow Wilson,
acting on a joint congressional resolu-
tion, signed a proclamation designat-
ing the second Sunday in May as
Mother’s Day. 

1945: With World War II in Europe
at an end, Soviet forces liberated
Czechoslovakia from Nazi occupation.
U.S. officials announced that a mid-
night entertainment curfew was being
lifted immediately. 

1951: The U.S. conducted its first
thermonuclear experiment, nick-
named “George,” as part of Operation
Greenhouse by detonating a 225-kilo-
ton device on Enewetak Atoll in the Pa-
cific.

1962: Scientists at the Massachu-
setts Institute of Technology succeed-
ed in reflecting a laser beam off the
surface of the moon.

1965: Russian-born American pia-
nist Vladimir Horowitz performed
publicly for the first time in 12 years
with a recital at Carnegie Hall in New
York.

1974: The House Judiciary Commit-
tee opened public hearings on whether
to recommend the impeachment of
President Richard Nixon. (The com-
mittee ended up adopting three arti-
cles of impeachment against the presi-
dent, who resigned before the full
House took up any of them.) 

1980: Thirty-five people were killed
when a freighter rammed the Sun-
shine Skyway Bridge over Tampa Bay
in Florida, causing a 1,400-foot section
of the southbound span to collapse. 

1994: South Africa’s newly elected
parliament chose Nelson Mandela to
be the country’s first Black president. 

2012: President Barack Obama de-
clared his unequivocal support for
same-sex marriage in a historic an-
nouncement that came three days af-
ter Vice President Joe Biden spoke in
favor of such unions on NBC’s “Meet
the Press.” Presumptive Republican
presidential nominee Mitt Romney re-
peated his opposition to gay marriage,
telling reporters in Oklahoma City, “I
believe that marriage is between a
man and a woman.” 

TODAY IN HISTORY

Actor-turned-politician Glenda
Jackson is 86. Guitarist Sonny Curtis
of Buddy Holly and The Crickets is 85.
Producer-director James L. Brooks is
85. Singer Tommy Roe is 80. Singer-
guitarist Richie Furay (Buffalo Spring-
field, Poco) is 78. Singer Clint Holmes is
76. Actor Candice Bergen is 76. Actor
Anthony Higgins (“Raiders of the Lost
Ark”) is 75. Musician Billy Joel is 73.
Bassist Tom Petersson of Cheap Trick
is 72. Actor Alley Mills (“The Bold and
the Beautiful,” “The Wonder Years”) is
71. Actor Amy Hill (“Magnum P.I.”) is 69.
Actor Wendy Crewson (“Revenge”) is
66. Actor John Corbett (“My Big Fat
Greek Wedding,” “Northern Exposure”)

is 61. Singer David Gahan of Depeche
Mode is 60. Actor Sonja Sohn (“Body of
Proof,” “The Wire”) is 58. Rapper Ghost-
face Killah of Wu-Tang Clan is 52. Gui-
tarist Mike Myerson of Heartland is 51.
Actor Chris Diamantopoulos (“Epi-
sodes,” “24”) is 47. Singer Tamia is 47.
Trombonist Dan Regan of Reel Big Fish
is 45. Singer Pierre Bouvier of Simple
Plan is 43. Actor Rosario Dawson is 43.
Musician Andrew W.K. is 43. Actor Ra-
chel Boston (“Witches of East End,” “In
Plain Sight,” “American Dreams”) is 40.
TV personality Audrina Patridge (“The
Hills”) is 37. Actor Grace Gummer
(“American Horror Story,” “The News-
room”) is 36.

BIRTHDAYS


