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Happy Mother’s Day

If there was a day for

everything you have given

to me as a mother, it would

be Mother’s Day every day.

Thanks for always helping

me to remember what is

important in life…and today

it is you! You’re the best!

ONLY

$1500

Sunday, 
May 8th, 2022

Hurry! Deadline is 
Monday, May 2nd, 2022

Please call 850-599-2210 opt. 7, 
email TCLASS@gannettnj.com 

to place your ad today!

TD-GCI0862193-01

recruitads@localiq.com • 1-855-288-3272 • localiqrecruitment.com

Engage Job 
Seekers Now!

Tap into the power of our network to 
promote your open positions!

We’re the RECRUITMENT MARKETING 
EXPERTS who can help you acquire 

the talent you need by providing 

INTELLIGENT SOLUTIONS.

Let’s Talk, TODAY!

Get in front of our local 
news audience and beyond.

Online, in print, and on social media.

GET GREAT EXPOSURE FOR YOUR MUCH-NEEDED HIRING BOOST!

The bearded iris’ scalloped edges and
ballooning petals can bloom in a multi-
tude of colors, but artist René Lynch
most appreciates the flower’s captivat-
ing structure. She’s used her brush and
watercolors to capture the rounded
edges of her favorite flower, and many
more like it, for the past 11 years.

During a trip to Florence, she spent
hours photographing irises in one par-
ticular garden and still uses those pho-
tographs as inspiration today. 

“I’ve always been attracted to really
beautiful colors,” says Lynch. “I’ve al-
ways really enjoyed flowers. I love being
outside and being a part of that world.” 

Lynch will showcase her many floral
paintings at LeMoyne Art’s 22nd Annu-
al Chain of Parks Art Festival on April
23-24. She is one of 150 selected fine art-
ists that will exhibit alongside local her-
itage re-enactments, family activities
and live entertainment. 

While last year’s festival attendance
was kept smaller due to COVID-19 pre-
cautions, this year’s event is predicted
to draw a much larger crowd. Lynch is
looking forward to sharing her abstract
paintings as well as connecting with art
aficionados.

‘Excited to get out’

Last year she was able to sell some of
her favorite works — a pair of white pop-
pies with bright yellow, yolk-like cen-
ters. 

“I’m excited to get out and see peo-
ple,” says Lynch. “It’s such a wonderful
weekend to buy some beautiful art and
support our local artists.” 

Lynch’s home features an assort-
ment of local and international art-
works that she’s collected over the
years. Among her favorites are by Quin-
cy painter Bill McKeown, watercolorist
Susan Allen, and late painter Kathleen
Carter. 

It was Carter that inspired Lynch to
expand beyond her watercolor florals
and botanicals and experiment with
making more abstract work in oils and a
cold wax medium. Unlike watercolors,
which are quick to dry and more easily
controlled, Lynch says oils presented a
new challenge.

“It’s like diving into the deep end of a
pool and not knowing how to swim,”
says Lynch. “I had no experience with
the materials. Oils are a lot more compli-
cated to work with.” 

Tropical influence

Lynch’s experience in art first began
with exposure to her mother’s paintings
of landscapes and portraits, as well as
collage and mixed media. She says her
mom was a major influence in her own
decision to go back to school for art. 

Twenty-three years ago, she quit her
job at a tech company and pursued inte-
rior design at Florida State University.
Shortly after, she moved with her hus-
band to Kauai, Hawaii for one year and
immersed herself in the tropical, lush
landscape. Her temporary studio took
up one corner of their living room, but
she also made time to work outside sur-
rounded by her favorite subject matter—
flora and fauna. 

After moving back to Tallahassee,
Lynch was lucky enough to design her
own spacious home studio where she
continues to paint today. One of the wa-
tercolorists she most admires is Joseph
Raffael, an American contemporary
realist painter who used large scale can-

vases to display nature in all its eye-
catching vibrance. 

“His work will blow you away with the
outstanding detail,” says Lynch. “When
you look at it closely, you can’t believe
that when you stand back it’s a rose or a
dahlia or a koi fish. They’re so abstracted
and I would love to go more towards that
way of working in my watercolors. I think
the oil work is going to help me do that.”

Going with the flow

Using the principles of art and design
from her background in interior design,
Lynch begins with a compositional idea.
When using watercolors, her creative
process often starts with a photograph
of a flower. She looks for reference pho-

tos that have high contrast, shadows,
and color. 

Lynch will then make a thumbnail
sketch before deciding whether to scan
or enlarge the sketch to transfer onto
paper. Her process in oils is much more
free form as she decides which direction
she’ll end up going in for her less pre-
dictable abstract paintings. She says
one of her strengths as an artist is hav-
ing the ability to let go, both in the cre-
ative process and beyond. 

“I get most of my joy in the process,”
says Lynch. “I can pour my heart and
soul into something but when it’s done,
I’m not emotionally attached to it any-
more. I find that I can really let my work 

Artist’s peonies bloom in Chain of Parks fest
Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

Rene Lynch in her studio. She’ll have work at the Chain of Parks Art Show on April
23-24. INGA FINCH

Kelly’s Koi, watercolor, 24x24, by Rene
Lynch. 

Peony Promise, watercolor, 18x18, by
Rene Lynch. PHOTOS PROVIDED BY RENE

LYNCH

If you go
What: LeMoyne Arts’ Chain of Parks Art
Festival 

When: April 23-24 

Where: Park Avenue Chain of Parks 

Contact: For more information, visit
www.chainofparks.com

See LYNCH, Page 4C
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Dear Abby: I have a person in my life
who I considered to be my best friend. Be-
fore he moved out of state, we agreed we
would contact each other every two
weeks to stay in touch and, for a short
while, we did. However, I began to realize
as time passed that I was the only one
making calls and sending texts or emails.

My wife and I planned a special vaca-
tion to visit this friend. While there, my
wife shared with him that after losing
both my parents within a very short
time, I’m not the same. She told him I
had been struggling with depression
and my personality had been affected.
He promised he would call more often to
check on me, but he never did.

In the few times that I’ve spoken with
him since our vacation – again, with me
doing the calling – he has never asked
me how I’m doing. My wife calls him a
fair-weather friend and says he is self-
centered, and I should just put him out
of my life. I loved my friend more than a
brother. What do you think I should do? 

Friend for Life in Texas
Dear Friend: Please accept my sym-

pathy for the losses you have experi-
enced. Your wife may have a point in her
estimation of this friend. He certainly
hasn’t proven himself to be emotionally
supportive or willing to do any of the
heavy lifting in your relationship since
he moved away. Think carefully: Could
he have always been this way, and the
distance has just made it obvious? If
that’s the case, continue to accept him
for who he is and appreciate what little

he is capable of giving when you talk,
text, email, etc. However, if his emotion-
al distancing is new behavior, then for
your own sake, develop a better support
system to help you through this difficult
period.

Dear Abby: I frequently get together
to play cards with a small group of wom-
en from my gated community. The new-
est member, however, never stops talk-
ing and becomes surly if she doesn’t
win. We all find her annoying and try to
avoid playing at her table. When we
gently told her the nonstop chatter and
constant complaints are distracting, she
told us she has no intention of changing.
“Take me as I am, or don’t associate with
me,” she has said. Since we don’t want to
give up the games or play behind her
back, we HAVE to associate with her. In
a social setting, she is more bearable
and, at heart, is a good and generous
person. Advice? Annoyed in Florida

Dear Annoyed: This good and gener-
ous motor-mouthing poor sport has giv-
en you your marching orders. Do noth-
ing behind her back. Tell her once more
– directly – that her constant talking
during the games is distracting, and that
if she persists, she will no longer be wel-
come to join you for cards. And yes, it
may end your social relationship.

To My Readers: For those of you who
celebrate Easter, I wish you all a very
meaningful and memorable day. Happy
Easter, everyone. Love, Abby

Contact Abby at www.DearAbby.com
or P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles, CA 90069.

DEAR ABBY | ABIGAIL VAN BUREN

Longtime friend is distant 
when he’s needed most

CRYPTOQUIP

PREVIOUS
SUNDAY’S
ANSWER

I am convinced that two major fac-
tors separate players who do well from
those who struggle to break average:
Winning players have solid fundamen-
tal skills; they keep their avoidable er-
rors to a minimum.

Many types of errors exist: faulty
hand evaluation, hasty play, convention
abuse, aberrations from a loss of focus.
One error I often see in learning players
is missing easy inferences. When you
have a problem as declarer, such as lo-
cating a missing queen, you invariably
will have helpful clues from the bidding
or the opening lead or from the way the
defenders are operating.

In today’s deal from a matchpoint
event, West leads a club against South’s
four hearts, and East takes the king and
tries to cash the ace. Declarer ruffs and
draws trumps.

Say declarer leads a diamond toward
dummy next, and West plays low. De-
clarer can recall the bidding: East
opened, West issued a single raise. De-
clarer might play dummy’s jack, reason-
ing that if he misguesses – East has the
queen but not the ace – East will have
the king of spades for his opening bid,
and the contract will be made despite
the misguess.

But instead of wondering how the
East-West honors might lie, South
should try to find out for sure. South
should draw trumps with the A-K and
lead the queen of spades for a finesse: a
“discovery” play. When the finesse
wins, South can make a useful overtrick
by guessing right in diamonds. Once
East has shown up with the king of
spades, West is likely to have the ace of
diamonds for his raise to two clubs. So
South leads a diamond to dummy’s
king.

East dealer
Both sides vulnerable

BRIDGE | FRANK STEWART

Two ways to win

Can’t wait for your answers? 
Find all the puzzle answers at answers.usatoday.com

 NORTH
 Q 10 9
 K J 6 4
 K J 6 3
 9 5

WEST EAST
8 2 K 7 6 3
3 2 8
A 9 7 5 Q 10 8
Q 10 8 4 3 A K J 7 6

 SOUTH
 A J 5 4
 A Q 10 9 7 5
 4 2
 2

East South West North
1  1  2  3
Pass 4  All Pass

Opening lead — 4

©2022 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

Aries (March 21-April 19).
You don’t expect people
to think and behave like
you do. This makes you
easy to be around. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20).
Dramatic outbursts are
indicative of wounds that
happened in the past.

Gemini (May 21-June 21).
You’ll take care of your
loved ones. What’s mean-
ingful is the emotional
support you provide
without realizing you are.

Cancer (June 22-July 22).
Be thorough, pay atten-
tion to the details and
follow the rules. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22).
You might find it tempo-
rarily appropriate to act
like a parent toward
someone who is not your
child. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
You make demands of
yourself because you

HOROSCOPES | HOLIDAY MATHIS

believe you can accom-
plish something remark-
able – and you’re right. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23).
No matter what happens,
it’s who you’re with that
matters most. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Forget about the scale of
things for now and focus
on their gravitational pull. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Your observations go

right to the heart of the
matter, so don’t hesitate
to lead the way.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). You’ll go boldly for-
ward and give your all to
relationships.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb.
18). Put a cap on spend-
ing, especially to those in
your personal life. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March
20). You’re socially aware
and it works to your ad-
vantage. 

Unscramble these Jumbles, 
one letter to each square,
to form six ordinary words.

Now arrange the circled letters 
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

PRINT YOUR ANSWER IN THE CIRCLES BELOW
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
By David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek

©2022 Tribune Content Agency, LLC  
All Rights Reserved.

Insert numbers 1-9 in each box
with every row, column and 3x3
box containing the digits just
once. Difficulty level ranges from
Bronze (easiest) to Silver to Gold
(hardest) RATING: GOLD

LAST SUNDAY’S ANSWER

SUDOKU | CREATORS

Answer:
JINGLE
ABSURD

HAPPEN
INFLUX

MUMBLE
OUTAGE

The former airline pilot purchased 
the farm so he could —

LAND HIMSELF
A JOB

LAST SUNDAY’S ANSWER
Sunday, April 3

1968: Civil rights leader Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. delivered what turned out
to be his final speech, telling a rally of
striking sanitation workers in Mem-
phis, Tennessee, that “I’ve been to the
mountaintop” and “seen the Promised
Land. I may not get there with you. But
I want you to know tonight that we, as
a people, will get to the Promised
Land!” (About 20 hours later, King was
felled by an assassin’s bullet at the
Lorraine Motel.)

TODAY IN HISTORY

Actor Olivia Hussey
is 71. Rapper Afrika
Bambaataa is 65. Actor
Joel Murray (“Dharma
and Greg,” “The Artist”)
is 60. Actor Leslie Bega
(“The Sopranos”) is 55.
Actor Henry Ian Cusick

(“Scandal,” “Lost”) is 55. Actor Jenni-
fer Garner is 50. Singer Victoria
Beckham of the Spice Girls is 48. Actor
Tate Ellington (“Quantico”) is 43. Ac-
tor Charlie Hofheimer (“24: Legacy”)
is 41. Actor Dee Dee Davis (“The Ber-
nie Mac Show”) is 26.

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Garner

go out into the world and stop judging it
and worrying about it.” 

One of the biggest lessons she’s
learned in her decades dedicated to art
has been to go with the flow rather than
forcing a painting to work. When all else
fails, she will just paint over a piece with
gesso—a white-out-like art media—and

start over again.
“Art keeps my sanity,” says Lynch. “As

human beings we all feel a need to create
something, and art is a great place to ex-
press yourself. I can make a big mess and
feel better when I’m done or complete a
piece that I’ve been struggling with. I al-
ways feel better after being in the studio.”

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella
agency for arts and culture (www.talla-
hasseearts.org).

Lynch
Continued from Page 2C

HARDCOVER FICTION
1. “Run, Rose, Run” by Parton/Pat-
terson (Little, Brown)
2. “Sea of Tranquility” by Emily St. John
Mandel (Knopf)
3. “The Candy House” by Jennifer Egan
(Scribner)
4. “What Happened to the Bennetts”
by Lisa Scottoline (Putnam)
5. “The Paris Apartment” by Lucy Foley
(Morrow)
6. “The Recovery Agent” by Janet Eva-
novich (Atria)
7. “Lover Arisen” by J.R. Ward (Gallery)
8. “The Lincoln Highway” by Amor Tow-
les (Viking)
9. “Shadows Reel” by C.J. Box (Putnam)
10.“The Diamond Eye” by Kate Quinn
(Morrow)

HARDCOVER NONFICTION
1. “The Mothers and Daughters of the
Bible Speak” by Shannon Bream
(Broadside)
2. “Half Baked Harvest Every Day” by
Tieghan Gerard (Clarkson Potter)
3. “Atlas of the Heart” by Brené Brown
(Random House)
4. “Time Is a Mother” by Ocean Vuong
(Penguin Press)
5. “Recessional” by David Mamet
(Broadside)
6. “Nowhere for Very Long” by Brianna
Madia (HarperOne)
7. “Bittersweet” by Susan Cain (Crown)
8. “Forever Boy” by Kate Swenson (Park
Row)
9. “Glucose Revolution” by Jessie In-
chauspe (Simon & Schuster)
10.“Life Makeover” by Dominique
Sachse (Thomas Nelson)
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