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The Florida State University College of Music
University Chamber Orchestra and Chamber Choir
presents “St. John Passion,” a premier work by Jo-
hann Sebastian Bach based on the Passion Story
from the Gospel of St. John, 7:30 p.m. on April 9 at
the Ruby Diamond Concert Hall. 

This performance is part of the University Mu-
sical Associates Concert Series, a selection of 12 to
15 ticketed performances that take place over the
course of an academic year showcasing choirs, or-
chestras, bands and jazz ensembles. 

“Bach’s setting continues to move audiences
with its beautiful melodies and interplay of solo
arias with group chorales and orchestral offerings,”
said Greg Jones, associate dean for the College of
Music. “Eric Rieger and Evan Jones from the FSU

voice faculty lead an emotional telling of Christ’s
story as we approach Palm Sunday and Easter Sun-
day in the religious calendar.” 

“St. John Passion” first premiered on Good Fri-
day in 1724 at St. Nicholas Church in Leipzig, Ger-
many. 

“This is a monumental setting of the Christian
passion story,” said Michael Hanawalt, associate
professor of choral conducting and music educa-
tion at FSU and the conductor for this event. “In
John’s gospel, Christ is portrayed as being inherent-
ly divine, unencumbered with the vices of human-
ity.” 

This is contrasted with Bach’s portrayal of hu-
mans, which are at times depicted as being angry 

The University Chamber Choir works in collaboration with the University Chamber Orchestra during
rehearsals for "St. John Passion." PHOTOS BY FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY

‘Emotional telling’ 

The full University Chamber Choir joins forces in multiple chorales in "St. John Passion."

See PASSION, Page 2B

Anna Prentiss
FSU Communications

FSU Chamber Orchestra, Choir give
voice to Bach’s ‘St. John Passion’

Mothers In Crisis has been planning
for this month for the past year and it
started with a bang as we traveled to De-
troit to kick it off. Mothers In Crisis used
to have a Detroit chapter in 1994-1997.

Our former Detroit Chapter presi-
dent, Pam Morgan received a HOPEE
(Helping Others Practice Enduring Em-
powerment) Award this year. She host-
ed us and planned several outreaches
including one to City Hall where we had
a rally and a prayer walk.

It has been approximately 25 years
since I’ve been to Detroit as we would go

annually for women’s empowerment
conferences. It felt like deja vu as it
snowed a little the first time we went
out. I remembered how when it snowed
the last time I was there, we were so ex-
cited until we jumped out of the van and
ran around it.

Well, wouldn’t you know that was my
instinctive response when I saw the
snow as we walked out of the hotel to get
in the van. I immediately ran out into
the snow and began to share about the
Hope Pass It On Campaign as we cap-
tured it on video. Although it was cold, I
didn’t even feel it and I knew we were off
to a good start.

We went to a treatment program for
women and shared care packages with
them that included inspirational ma-
terial and we shared our stories to give 

Pass along positivity during hopeful month of April

Pam Morgan and Rosalind Tompkins in Detroit, Michigan. PROVIDEDSee TOMPKINS, Page 2B

Rosalind Tompkins
Guest columnist

Much like the show “In Living Col-
or” provided a platform for the co-
medic Wayans family, Adam Allen
founded his company Phi Entertain-
ment to create a space for area talent in
Tallahassee to get in front of the right
producers and people to launch their
careers.

His vision for the upcoming 2022
Performing Arts Conference at Florida
A&M University’s Lee Hall Auditorium
aims to do just that. Allen put together
two days of panels, presentations, and
networking along with an emerging
artists showcase for April 15-16. 

“I wanted to give up-and-coming
Tallahassee talent a place to put their
stuff out there,” says Allen. “I think
there’s a need for that here. We have a
lot of talented people that come
through Tallahassee, but everyone
thinks they have to move to Atlanta,
Miami or somewhere else. I wanted to
create that hub and the right type of
company here to broadcast their tal-
ents on a professional level.” 

Allen earned his degree in Criminol-
ogy from FAMU and has made a career
working in the attorney general’s office
as well as in juvenile detention cen-
ters.

His advocacy for the arts runs deep
however, and stems from his mother
who is an English and drama teacher.
Allen played in his high school band
while he was still a middle schooler.
He’d attend plays with his mom and
could read and write percussion music
from a young age. 

The art of stepping

When it was time to go to college,
Allen experienced stepping and danc-
ing for the first time as an extracurric-
ular at FAMU. Being from a small town
that didn’t offer these electives, he was

Adam Allen
aims to
elevate
local talent

See ALLEN, Page 2B

Adam Allen founded his company Phi
Entertainment to create a space for
area talent in Tallahassee to get in
front of the right producers and
people to launch their careers.
PROVIDED

Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts
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and vengeful, said Hanawalt. Bach’s
“turba” choruses portray a crowd hate-
fully calling for Christ’s crucifixion. 

“The result is a highly dramatic and
varied work that tells the passion story
in a diverse and compelling way,” Hana-
walt said. 

The UMA has served as the patron
group for the FSU College of Music per-
formance programs for more than 30
years, supporting concerts and perfor-
mances by students and faculty on
campus as well as prestigious confer-
ences, competitions and other events
outside of Tallahassee. The UMA also
helps bring in guest artists who are
world-class performers and scholars. 

“For all, this reflective and stirring
music offers a chance to experience live
in the exquisite Ruby Diamond Concert
Hall, the power and beauty that makes
Bach so relevant, even centuries after
his time,” Jones said. 

For more information or to purchase
tickets, visit tickets.music.fsu.edu. 

Passion
Continued from Page 1B

If you go
What: Florida State University College
of Music University Chamber Orchestra
and Chamber Choir presents “St. John
Passion”

When: 7:30 p.m. Saturday, April 9

Where: Ruby Diamond Concert Hall,
FSU Campus

Tickets: $7-10; visit
tickets.music.fsu.edu

Singers of the University Chamber Choir rehearse a chorus from "St. John
Passion." FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY

immediately inspired and took over the
step team as a sophomore. As a chore-
ographer, he began creating routines for
FAMU, FSU, and TCC, working with 14
groups total. Allen would practice for
four to five hours each night. 

“Stepping is making rhythmic sound
with your hands and feet, and you have
to be coordinated and in sync with other
people when you’re making beats and
patterns,” says Allen. “Once I see some-
thing I like, I’ll study it. Once I study it,
I’ll make it mine. If I see something, I can
do it.” 

This self-starting attitude earned
him 157 first place wins out of the 164
competitions that he participated and
led teams. It was his involvement with
two organizations in particular — dance
group B Phi P and step team G-Phi —
that the name for his company, Phi En-
tertainment was born.

Allen’s background in percussion
helped him in crafting winning routines
while he set work throughout Florida. It

was through connecting with so many
groups that he identified the need for a
larger platform that could help young
artists to showcase their work. 

Entertainment ambition

Allen began assembling his ideas for
Phi Entertainment in 2012 and got the
company off the ground in 2019. His
goals and visions were to make an en-
tertainment company that could host

variety shows in the style of Dean Mar-
tin and Flip Wilson. Each performance
would include everything from comedy
and dance to inspirational acts and
singing.

He was in the midst of recruiting art-
ists for a 25-city tour planned across
Florida and Georgia when the 2020 pan-
demic derailed Phi Entertainment’s
plans.

During the COVID-19 lockdown, Allen
was inspired to shift his variety show
concept to a streaming platform and is
now planning a launch of both a live and
online version of the production. 

A platform for young people

Beyond providing a platform for
emerging artists, Allen is hopeful that
Phi Entertainment and the performing
arts conference will reach the young
people most at risk within Leon and
Gadsden counties. 

“The past couple of months we’ve
had a lot of violence between young
people,” says Allen. “We can talk to
young people all day and they might not
listen, but I feel like if we can put them in
front of celebrities to say, hear this mes-

sage that will have better impact on
them. I want to educate through enter-
tainment.” 

Guests at the conference will include
celebrities like multiplatinum recording
artist Mr. Servon, Sirius XM and Rock
the Bells Radio’s DJ Epps, actor J.D. Wil-
liams and actress Lakensha Clark-Du-
vall.

Allen wanted to provide an opportu-
nity for artists to network with profes-
sionals in the field while also speaking
with producers and talent agents.
Whether attendees choose to go for one
day or two, Allen is hopeful that the con-
ference will bring the community to-
gether to celebrate all of the talent Talla-
hassee has in the performing arts. 

“The conference is not one-dimen-
sional,” says Allen. “We want to put our
talented people in front of the right eyes.
The performing arts brings us all togeth-
er, and that’s what we need most right
now in the world today.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella
agency for arts and culture (www.talla-
hasseearts.org). 

Allen
Continued from Page 1B

If you go
What: 2022 Performing Arts
Conference 

When: April 15-16 

Where: Lee Hall Auditorium, 1601 S
Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd 

Cost: General Admission, one-day $40
and two-day $80; VIP $60 and two-day
$80 

Contact: For more information, call
850-597-8497 or visit
phientertainment.net/performing-
arts-conference. 

them hope.
The women were very appreciative

as well as the staff. After that we went to
Belle Isle Park and walked along Detroit
River. It was beautiful although we
could not stay long because of the cold.

We then went to Coleman A. Young
Municipal Center where we encoun-
tered a huge bronze sculpture created by
Marshall Fredericks titled, “The Spirit of
Detroit.”

The inscription on the wall behind
the sculpture is from 2 Corinthians 3:17
which reads, “Now the Lord is that Spir-
it: and where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is liberty,” along with the seals of
both the City of Detroit and Wayne

County.
We passed out postcards, stress

balls, Practice of Hopeology booklets,
and other information about April Na-
tional Month of Hope.

Many people wonder what they can
do during the National Month of Hope
and the answer is pass on positive and
encouraging words and acts that bring
hope to others as you become more
hopeful yourself.

Mothers In Crisis will be participat-
ing in events and sharing hope all
month long so stay connected by going
to makeahopeconnection.com or listen
to Think Hope Podcast
blogtalkradio.com/thinkhope.

Rosalind Y. Tompkins received a doc-
torate of humanities degree from the
Five Fold Ministry Theological Univer-
sity in 2012. Find out more at
makeahopeconnection.com.

Tompkins
Continued from Page 1B

When was the last time you thought
about how much Jesus suffered phys-
ically – and emotionally – in the days
before His crucifixion?

In Mark 14 (AMPC), Jesus (the night
before He would die for our sins), was
“struck with terror,” and His soul was
“overwhelmed with grief – so that it al-
most kills Me!” Dreading what lay
ahead, He pleaded, “Father, if you are
willing, remove this cup from me. Nev-
ertheless, not my will, but yours, be
done” (Luke 22:42 ESV).

He prayed with so much anguish
that “His sweat became like great clots
of blood” (Luke 22:44 AMPC). 

His emotions were real. Raw. In-
tense.

A short time later, Jesus was be-
trayed by Judas (one of His own disci-
ples) and arrested. His closest friends
deserted Him, afraid they’d also be ar-
rested (Mark 14).

Read (and think about) how the
guards mocked Jesus and spat upon
Him – repeatedly. How they wove a
crown of thorns and shoved it on His
head. How they struck Jesus, causing
the thorns to penetrate deeper into His
scalp. Notice how the guards punched
Jesus (God!) with their fists and
slapped His face again and again. How
false witnesses lied about Him. 

“And when they had bound Jesus,
they took Him away [violently] and

handed Him over to Pilate” who had Je-
sus scourged (Mark 15:1, 15 AMPC).
They beat Him with a whip containing
sharp pieces of bone and metal de-
signed to rip as much flesh as possible.

And then they crucified Jesus. They
pounded nails through His hands (or
wrists) and feet and hung Him, naked,
on a cross. He hung there, in excruciat-
ing pain, for hours until He died. For us
– for you. (Luke 23).

It’s hard to perceive the extent of the
agony and humiliation Jesus endured
under such brutality.

In His humanity, Jesus, the Son of
God, our Savior, felt each slap, each in-
sult, each thorn, each swing of the
whip, each nail. He endured the suffer-
ing of hanging on the cross and strug-
gling for every breath as He scraped His
raw back up and down on the rough
wooden cross. Though He was God in
the flesh, His “God-ness” didn’t spare
Him a second of the torture. 

Not even the worst moment. When
our wretched, putrid sins was placed
on Jesus, God (the Father), turned His
face away. “My God, my God,” Jesus
cried in agony, “why have you forsaken
me?” (Mark 15:34 ESV). We’ll never
know how incredibly alone He felt at
that moment.

Jesus did nothing to deserve the
shame, suffering and sorrow He en-
dured. And we did nothing to deserve
His willingness to endure that shame,
suffering and sorrow. But I’m eternally
thankful He did. Aren’t you?

Sheryl (Hamilton) Boldt is a sales ex-
ecutive for Wave 94 and author of the
blog, www.TodayCanBeDifferent.net.
Connect with her at SherylHBoldt.
Wave94@gmail.com.

Good Friday time
to reflect on the
suffering of Jesus

Sheryl H. Boldt
Guest columnist

Residents of Tallahassee’s Wood-
gate neighborhood will gather on Sun-
day, April 10, to enjoy ice cream togeth-
er and to pick up sunflower seeds to
plant in their front yards.

The idea was launched by a few
neighbors who thought this project
would be the perfect combination of
both showing the neighborhood’s sup-
port for Ukraine, while also contribut-
ing to the beautification of Woodgate.

“Our Woodgate neighborhood sun-
flower planting is such a meaningful
way to reflect honor and solidarity with
the people of Ukraine,” explains long-

time Woodgate resident Chris Inger. “In
addition to wishing Ukrainians hope
and peace for their future, our neigh-
bors and visitors can enjoy the delight
of the sunflowers.”

The sunflower distribution event
and ice cream social will be held at 1625
Hedgefield Court from 6:30-7:30 p.m.
on Sunday.

Woodgate neighborhood is located
one mile south of I-10, off Thomasville
Road. The 

neighborhood began in 1970 with
about 70 homes; today, there are nearly
300. Woodgate was selected for the
City of Tallahassee’s 2020 Best Neigh-
borhood Program Award for its “Neigh-
bors Helping Neighbors” Program.

Woodgate neighbors
plan to plant sunflowers
in support of Ukraine
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Laurie Matheny planted mammoth sunflower seeds at the end of April 2021 in
her Southwood neighborhood. ALICIA DEVINE/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT


