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Library Story Time programming is a space
where families can enjoy reading picture books aloud
and singing songs along with their local librarian. For
Christine Earp, library services coordinator

for the Lake Jackson Branch, taking her own chil-
dren to Story Time programming was always some-
what of a challenge. h “My children have had a big
impact on how I do my job,” says Earp. “I have a
fully neurodivergent family and I have firsthand
experience seeing the differences between an
autistic individual and neurotypical individual,
and the things that keep them away from a
place like the library. My first son would run
around a lot at Story Time which was
hard, and my second son who is
autistic did the same thing and was
even less engaged.”

Christine Earp implemented the first Sensory Story Time at the library, followed by a month-long “Celebration of Autism and Neurodiversity” in 2021 that provided
programming during April, which is Autism Awareness Month. PROVIDED

‘‘DDiivveerrssiittyy iiss
strength’
Library’s programs like 
Sensory Story Time help kids with autism 

Amanda Sieradzki Council on Culture & Arts
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Unity. Stronger Together. A team is
stronger than the individual. These are
all truths, when we stand together as
human beings in groups, communities,
companies, or as countries anything is
possible.

Confronting social issues, war, pov-
erty, storm damage, hunger we can ac-
complish a great deal more together vs
as individuals.

I had a chance to meet with the Inter-
national Rescue Committee this year
(thanks, Ron Sachs, for the intro) as
they assist refugees from Afghanistan

get settled in our com-
munity.

Churches, families,
and local businesses
have helped them get
settled in with all the
basics as they literally
left their country with
nothing but the clothes
on their back. Not just
one person or group as-
sisted here, a commu-
nity effort was needed
to help these people try
and get their lives back
on track.

In the Ukraine, their
President (such an in-
spiring leader), their
people, their situation, it is all heart-
breaking. It is also inspiring how they

have stood up for
themselves. Prayers
for a peaceful end to
that situation but it
could get even more
grim.

Big Brothers Big
Sisters inspire 

Back in Florida,
this month I partici-
pated in the Big
Brothers Big Sisters
of the Big Bend An-
nual Big of the Year
Awards event. The
group honors the BIG
sister and brother of

the year as well as a Little (young per-
son) of the year.

One of the speakers was Brent Harts-
field, he told the story of being a big
brother to a young man for 16 years. He
told the story of being named the BIG of
the Year in the USA getting to visit Presi-
dent Obama in the White House as part
of the honor. Thank you Brent, job well
done sir with this group whose job it is to
bring people together.

Here in our region when Hurricane
Michael hit you saw citizens like Tom
and Stephanie Derzypolski pack up
trucks of food and other supplies and
head to Calhoun County where the dev-
astation was extreme. They had the
support of hundreds of their fellow citi-
zens in this mission.

More recently Monique and the team
at Second Harvest were another 

From Launch Tally to volunteering, good things happen together

Blake Dowling
Guest columnist

Blake Dowling models Launch
Tally gear. PROVIDED

See DOWLING, Page 5B

See STORY TIME, Page 2B

If you go
What: Celebration of Autism
and Neurodiversity 

When: Events throughout April 

Where: Leon County Public
Library 

Cost: Free and open to the
public 

Contact: For more information,
visit https://leoncountyfl.gov/
Celebration
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* Discounts vary by merchant, location and offer; subject to availability. Offers may change without notice.          
   Total savings vary based on the number of discounts and coupons redeemed and value of offers.

1) Register and enter codes at: www.diningdealsusa.com

2) Enter today’s code before Monday, March 28 at 11:59 p.m.

3) Redeem today’s bonus code for coupon redemptions   
 that interest you. Coupons cover restaurants, travel,   
 family fun, automotive, shopping and more!
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Actor Alan Arkin is
88. Actor James Caan is
82. Singer Diana Ross is
78. Singer Steven Tyler
of Aerosmith is 74. Actor
Martin Short is 72.
Country singer Ronnie
McDowell is 72. Coun-

try singer Dean Dillon is 67. Country
singer Charly McClain is 66. Actor
Jennifer Grey is 62. Actor Billy War-
lock (“Baywatch”) is 61. Actor Eric Al-
lan Kramer (“The Hughleys”) is 60.
Actor Michael Imperioli (“Life on

Mars,” “The Sopranos”) is 56. Guitarist
James Iha of Smashing Pumpkins is
54. Country singer Kenny Chesney is
54. Actor Leslie Mann (“Knocked Up,”
“This Is 40”) is 50. Actor T.R. Knight
(“Grey’s Anatomy”) is 49. Rapper Juve-
nile is 47. Actor Amy Smart (“Road
Trip,” “Felicity”) is 46. Actor Bianca
Kajlich (“Rules of Engagement,” “Bos-
ton Public”) is 45. “Face the Nation”
moderator Margaret Brennan is 42.
Actor Keira Knightley is 37. Rapper J-
Kwon is 36. Actor Carly Chaikin (“Mr.
Robot,” “Suburgatory”) is 32.

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Chesney

Today is Saturday, March 26, the
85th day of 2022. There are 280 days
left in the year. On this date: 

1812: An earthquake devastated Ca-
racas, Venezuela, causing an estimated
26,000 deaths, according to the U.S.
Geological Survey. 

1827: Composer Ludwig van Beetho-
ven died in Vienna. 

1945: During World War II, Iwo Jima
was fully secured by U.S. forces follow-
ing a final desperate attack by Japanese
soldiers. 

1962: The U.S. Supreme Court, in

Baker v. Carr, gave federal courts the
power to order reapportionment of
states’ legislative districts. 

1973: The soap opera “The Young
and the Restless” premiered on CBS.

1979: A peace treaty was signed by
Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Be-
gin and Egyptian President Anwar Sa-
dat and witnessed by President Jimmy
Carter at the White House. 

1988: Jesse Jackson stunned fellow
Democrats by soundly defeating Mi-
chael S. Dukakis in Michigan’s Demo-
cratic presidential caucuses. 

TODAY IN HISTORY

recruitads@localiq.com
1-855-288-3272 
localiqrecruitment.com

For your hard to fill 
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Let us help you 
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media for 
the greatest 
EXPOSURE!
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out on the 
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Offer & 
Save Big!

You’ve Got 
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NEW CUSTOMERS TOMORROW!

In 2019, Earp began working on in-
creasing services for neurodivergent in-
dividuals. With the support of her man-
ager and the library’s administration,
she formed a team that focused on de-
veloping new, more inclusive program-
ming for all.

The Leon County library system part-
nered with FSU’s Center for Autism and
Related Disabilities (CARD) on training
librarians and other staff members to
earn “autism-friendly business” status
for the local library branches. 

Sensory Story Time 

One year later, Earp implemented the
first sensory Story Time at the library,
followed by a month-long “Celebration
of Autism and Neurodiversity” in 2021
that provided programming during
April, which is Autism Awareness
Month.

This year, Earp is excited to offer sev-
eral major events centered on providing
resources for families and the commu-
nity, including a month-long art exhibit
at four locations, free screenings for
families, and a resource fair.

“I have an amazing team of people
that are working on all of this and have
taken my little seed of a dream and
turned it into a garden,” says Earp. 

Growing up, Earp loved surrounding
herself with books. She most enjoys the
peaceful environment provided by the
library and dabbles in all genres, but
tends to favor stories that thematically
focus on the “rise of the underdog.”

It was after reading, “What Color is
Your Parachute” by Richard Nelson
Bolles that she decided to go back to
school and become a librarian. 

New ways to reach autistic
children

After Earp earned her master’s de-
gree in library science, she worked in
adult services and youth programming
before transitioning into her current role
as library services coordinator. She says
her favorite part of the job is serving the
community at large, whether it’s assist-
ing a student with a school project or
helping a patron fill out an online form. 

“It’s all about the people,” says Earp.
“We’re their resource and this library be-
longs to them. Our whole day is centered
around how can we best serve our com-
munity.” 

This mission is what drove Earp to
find new ways to reach autistic and neu-
rodiverse patrons. In her own research,
she found that simple adjustments to
programs like Story Time could make
great impacts in terms of inclusivity. She
first introduced Sensory Story Time as a
virtual program during the height of the
COVID-19 pandemic. 

While other Story Times would in-
clude visual slideshow on the Zoom plat-
form, Earp minimized visual clutter that
could be overstimulating and replaced it
with calming colors.

She created a schedule that she would
introduce at the beginning of Story Time
to aid in transitions for attendees who
might have difficulty going from reading
a book aloud to a finger puppet play. 

Making ‘an impact on someone’s
life’

Earp says FSU’s Project Pals training
course was instrumental for her whole
staff to understand best practices when
creating Sensory Story Time. She has

been delighted to see the growth and
change in attendees over the past year
and a half as the program has transi-
tioned from virtual to in-person.

“I have one family who attended for
about six months and saw dramatic
changes in their daughter from the very
beginning,” says Earp. “The first time I
saw her at the program she did not make
eye contact with me at all. Now she
shows me her dolls and tells me stories
about her day and is fully engaging.
When you can make an impact in some-
one’s life like that, it’s amazing.” 

The more inclusive programming has
also had an impact on Earp’s own son—
though he has outgrown attending Story
Times as a participant, he loves being a

youth volunteer and assisting with
younger patrons. 

“He loves being a helper,” says Earp,
who implemented the “stay and play”
program for patrons who would like to
have 30-minutes of extra transition after
the structured Story Time. “It’s a time
where parents and caregivers can infor-
mally chat and there’s parallel play with
kids of all ages. It’s an opportunity for
older children to interact with younger
children in a really inclusive and accept-
ing environment.” 

Celebration of neurodiversity

The library’s month-long celebration
of Autism and Neurodiversity will kick
off with “Artists & Autism: Celebrating
Neurodiversity” at Able Artists Gallery in
Railroad Square on April 1 featuring a
performance by “The Electric People”
band.

The festivities will continue with the
library’s part of the exhibit opening on
April 2. Earp says patrons can also look
forward to the return of the “STEAM”
sensory adventure packs which will in-
clude new crafts available for pick-up
throughout the month. Earp hopes pa-
trons of all abilities and backgrounds will
feel welcome to attend all events. 

“Diversity is strength,” says Earp.
“These programs are for everybody and
this is everyone’s library. We want every-
one who comes to have a pleasant expe-
rience.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature writ-
er for the Council on Culture & Arts. CO-
CA is the capital area’s umbrella agency
for arts and culture (www.tallahas-
seearts.org). 

Story time
Continued from Page 1B

Christine Earp at Story Time. The Leon County library system partnered on training librarians and other staff members to
earn “autism-friendly business” status for the local library branches. PROVIDED PHOTOS

Christine Earp prepares for Story Time. The Leon County library system
partnered with FSU’s Center for Autism and Related Disabilities (CARD) on
training librarians and other staff members to earn “autism-friendly business”
status for the local library branches.
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