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TLHLIFE

When Becca Gilbert returned to Talla-
hassee nine years ago, she felt like she
was facing a blank slate.

“I had to get to know people and dis-
cover my place here,” she said. It didn’t
take long for her to fill that slate with the
names of new friends, volunteer roles,
and accolades, including being named as
one of Tallahassee’s 25 Women You
Need to Know.

A native of Charleston, South Caroli-
na, Gilbert’s career has taken her from
Florida State University, where she grad-
uated with a degree in Music Business, to
working on Music Row in Nashville and
then to the fast-paced and cut-throat
music industry of Los Angeles, all before
the age of 25. 

“I had made it to the major leagues in
music,” she reflects, “but as much as I
loved it, it was also toxic and unsustain-
able. I learned that I could do anything by

the grace of God. But, it was not who I
am.” 

After five years, she married her hus-
band and moved to Omaha, Nebraska,
where he was stationed with the Air
Force. She was soon working in market-
ing, blending community involvement
with charitable causes, fundraising, and
the business world, and earning the
Chamber of Commerce Ambassador of
the Year designation two out of three
years. “I’m very thankful for everything I
have been able to experience,” she said.

In 2013, Gilbert and her family re-
turned to Tallahassee, and chief among
her professional priorities was finding an
employer that was involved in the com-
munity. “I had to start all over again to
establish a network. But this is such a
welcoming community that it didn’t take
any time at all,” she reflects.

She found a home in an unlikely place:

a CPA firm. As the head of Marketing &
Business Development for Thomas
Howell Ferguson, Gilbert weaves her
business acumen with her natural gifts
of relationship building.

In addition to bringing humor, levity,
and a fun personality to the firm’s com-
munications and partnerships, she has
encouraged the firm to apply for — and
win — awards, serve on community
boards and committees, and participate
in the annual Working Well Corporate
Cup Challenge, an athletic competition
to support workplace wellness, which
the firm has won twice. “Landing at
Thomas Howell Ferguson was a God
thing,” she says.

She makes friends wherever she goes,
a trait she inherited from her father.
“He’s a pastor,” she says, “and we’re just 

25 WOMEN YOU NEED TO KNOW

Becca Gilbert: ‘Life is hard. We can help each other’
Heather Fuselier
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Becca Gilbert - Director of Marketing
and Business Development, Thomas
Howell Ferguson, is one of the 25
Women You Need to Know for 2022.
PROVIDED

See GILBERT, Page 3C

The late Amos Lawrence Lewis Sr.
worked deftly with his hands — hyper-
focused and detail oriented no matter
the medium with which he chose to ex-
press himself.

He was an artist who loved captur-
ing the eye with bright, bold colors. In a
series of collages he created, he ren-
dered a self-portrait square by square
with yellows, blues, blacks, and
browns. 

Working from photographs of his
children and wife, Maggie B. Lewis-
Butler, he captured their likeness with
precision and care. Lewis-Butler, a re-
tired teacher, Leon County School
Board member, and widow of Lewis,
fondly recalls her late husband asking
her to sit still for one of his sculptures.
While Lewis passed away in 1995, Lew-
is-Butler says his fervent commitment
to his students and his legacy in art
education lives on. 

Working from photographs of his
children and wife, Maggie B.

Lewis-Butler, Amos Lewis captured
their likeness with precision and care.

TALLAHASSEE 

If you go
What: Indelible Marks 

When: 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday,
now through April 11 

Where: City Hall Art Gallery, 300
South Adams St. 

Cost: Free and open to the public 

Contact: For more information, please
visit coca.tallahasseearts.org. Works
can also be seen virtually in COCA’s
online gallery at
cocaonlinegallery.zenfolio.com.

Amos
Lewis
‘considered
everyone
an artist’
Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

See LEWIS, Page 3C

Along with noticing that most people
under driving age can’t read cursive
anymore, or that quick-reaction multi-
plication tables are out of the reach of
that same demographic, there is anoth-
er concerning trend afoot. This one
might be called, “Whatever happened
to history?”

You know. History — the things that
happened in our pasts. The people,
their actions, their beliefs, how one
thing influences another, the glimpses
into motivations of people both like us
and dissimilar. History—perhaps pre-
dictor of the future; at least a means of
understanding how we’ve gotten to
where we are.

Tallahassee Community College has
a plan to put the spotlight on history
again with a Tallahassee History Festi-
val and Expo from 10 a.m.- 2 p.m. Sat-
urday, March 26, at Kleman Plaza.

TCC’s Vice President for Academic
Affairs, Anthony Jones, says that “His-
tory has taken a hit at the college level
over the last eight or 10 years. Previous-
ly, to receive an Associates of Arts de-
gree, it was necessary to complete two
semesters of History.”

Now, since 2017, a student must only
take either one course in History or in
National Government, and pass an ex-
am based on U.S. Immigration and Nat-
uralization standards to satisfy a Civics
Literacy requirement. But you don’t
have to know about European history,

American history, African-American
and indigenous people’s history, or
even know whether we landed a man
on the moon.

Putting the fun into history

And that is something that, among
many others, President Jim Murdaugh
of TCC hopes to rectify — not through
draconian insistence on historical 

Mission San Luis is a living history museum on West Tennessee Street that illustrates Tallahassee’s Spanish colonial and
Apalachee history. HALI TAUXE/DEMOCRAT

Uncovering 
history 

MYSTERIES 
OF THE PAST
AWAIT FRESH
INTEREST AT

HISTORY
FESTIVAL

Marina Brown
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Mastodon cast made of individual bones by local historians. The original is in a
museum in Gainesville. It stands around 14 feet tall and will be on display in
Kleman Plaza during the TCC History Festival. PROVIDED

If you go
What: TCC’s Tallahassee
History Festival and Expo

Where: Kleman Plaza,
Downtown Tallahassee

When: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday,
March 26

See FESTIVAL, Page 3C
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alike. If there is someone famous in the
room, they have to meet us,” she laughs.
“I just love to meet people, and the ener-
gy just feeds my soul.” 

As members of Generations Church,
Gilbert is drawn to working with chil-
dren. “I want children to know that there
is always someone that they can come
to, and that I can be their safe place.”

She laughs when she talks about
changing diapers for 17 babies. “It’s like a
NASCAR pit-stop! We have one person
that chases down the next kid and gets
them ready, while the other teacher is
changing another kid. We’ve been
known to change 17 kids in 20 minutes
flat!”

Gilbert thanks her husband for the
inspiration to lead with a servant’s
heart. “In the military, they serve.
Through thick and thin, no matter what.
He has really taught me how to have a
servant’s heart and be there for people.”

She spent two years on the board of

2-1-1 Big Bend, where she began to un-
derstand the needs of the community.
That experience led her to volunteer as a
loaned executive for the United Way of
the Big Bend’s fundraising campaign.
“It’s important to me for people to have a
safety net,” she explains. “Life is hard.
We can help each other.”

She loves Tallahassee as a place
where she can just be herself. “The way
people treat each other here is really im-
portant,” she says. “All are welcome.”

Gilbert leads with grace and grit.
“There are times when I have had to pull
through with grit. And I try to show
grace.” She wants Tallahassee to be
known as a place where people can
come and experience kindness and hos-
pitality, where children have food to eat,
and where people feel safe. 

If you meet Becca Gilbert in person,
buckle up. 

She’s moving fast, getting big things
done, and challenging everyone around
her to do their best and have fun along
the way. “I have had so many phenome-
nal experiences because of the people
around me to help. I want to be that for
others.”

Gilbert
Continued from Page 1C

“He thought it was important to ex-
pose Black students to art education,”
says Lewis-Butler, who remembers Lew-
is giving her a pair of hand-crafted ani-
mal earrings to wear to her science class.
“He was able to teach history, science,
and math as a part of art education. He
believed everyone had the ability to cre-
ate art, and that everyone could be an
artist. Through art education, you could
discover your passions.” 

‘Indelible Marks’ at City Hall

The “Indelible Marks” exhibition at
the City Hall Art Gallery this spring cele-
brates Lewis’ ceramics, painting, print-
making, collage, and mixed media sculp-
tural works alongside another pillar of
the art and education community, edu-
cator and artist Leon “Uncle Junior”
Hicks.

While Lewis taught in the Florida
A&M University art department before
teaching art at FAMU’s Developmental
Research School for 25 years, Hicks’
teaching career also began at FAMU. 

For five decades, the master engraver
taught at Concord University, Lincoln
University, Lehigh University, and 25
years at Webster University where a
scholarship was created in his name, and
Hicks continues to teach and mentor
emerging artists in Tallahassee at the
age 89. 

Venvi Art Gallery owner and director
Brinda Pamulapati witnessed Hicks’
passion for teaching firsthand when she
took her son to his engraving class at
Railroad Square just prior to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic lockdown. Hicks creat-
ed a personal engraving kit for each stu-
dent, and filled it with the tools they
needed to learn several beginning tech-
niques, as well as copper plates for prac-
tice etchings. 

“His work is evergreen and he is pas-
sionate about teaching,” says Pamulapa-
ti. “He’s been very innovative and for-
ward thinking. It will take the art world a
long time to catch up with him.” 

Hicks’ work has been exhibited and
collected nationally and internationally.
He earned a bachelors’ degree in paint-
ing/sculpting from Kansas State Univer-
sity, and a master’s degree in painting
and an MFA in printmaking at the Uni-
versity of Iowa. He has also studied art
history at Stanford University, La Romita
School of Art in Italy, and Atlanta Univer-
sity. 

Embedded within Hicks’ engravings
are his life and upbringing in the south.
In his piece titled, “Thomasville Georgia,
The Big Oak” etched branches reach sky-
ward in a cloud of delicate markings.
Hicks’ “My Hometown” and “Virtual-
scapes” in City Hall’s art gallery are sur-
realist juxtapositions of lines and archi-

tecture that challenge the eye to under-
stand perspective and gravity in new
ways. 

Both Hicks and Lewis share this sen-
sibility when it comes to stunning detail,
as well as the importance of capturing
the imagination for not just the viewer,
but also their students. 

Lewis ‘considered everyone an
artist’

Lewis’ daughter, Sha Lewis Gadson
can remember her father’s studio being
an explosion of materials and works. She
never knew boredom as her home was
always rotating new, original artwork on
the walls.

She remembers her father being a
stickler for the height a work should be
hung —always at eye level for the viewer
so they never had to strain to look. Even
the family’s van sported an original
painted tire cover with the FAMU rattler
at the center. One of Gadson’s favorite
memories of her father was creating a
kite with him for a local contest.

“I never considered myself an artist,
but he considered everyone an artist,”
says Gadson. “He believed we have art in
us, and art education was a way to get
students interested in learning, period.
Through art education you could learn
various skills like commitment, collabo-
ration, and teamwork.” 

Hunger for knowledge

Gadson says her father would have
students work on several team projects
throughout the school year to learn how
to overcome challenges and conflict.
Lewis earned a bachelor’s degree from
FAMU and a master’s degree in art edu-
cation from FSU. He was a celebrated art
educator, recognized with many awards
including several from the NAACP on lo-
cal, state, and national levels.

One of his former students, Leon
County Commissioner Bill Proctor, spoke
at one of his art shows remarking on how
the late Lewis was able to instill in him a
strong sense of discipline through art. 

A culinary whiz as well as an educator,
Lewis enjoyed crafting dazzling hors
d’oeuvres in much the same way that he
approached paint on a canvas. His piece,
“Hunger” features three African-Ameri-
cans holding a bowl together. Both Lew-
is-Butler and Gadson describe the art-
work as being representative of Lewis’
most indelible philosophy. 

“It was symbolic of being hungry for
knowledge,” says Gadson. “It was a rep-
resentation of not just hunger for food,
but food also as knowledge. My father
believed that through education you had
choices. As a Black person, it was impor-
tant for us to be hungry for it all.”

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature writ-
er for the Council on Culture & Arts. CO-
CA is the capital area’s umbrella agency
for arts and culture (www.tallahas-
seearts.org). 

Amos
Lawrence
Lewis Sr.,
Maggie B.

Lewis-Butler,
Amy

(daughter) and
some of his

grandchildren
TALLAHASSEE

Lewis
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knowledge, but by showing the young
and older citizens of Tallahassee alike,
that history in all its guises, can be
stimulating and even fun.

Jones says that beginning in 2020,
Murdaugh had gathered representa-
tives from a cross-section of faculty,
administration, students, and the
community to discuss Barriers to Equi-
ty and Inclusion.

Meeting once a month, the conver-
sations were candid and aimed toward
positive action. As it developed, it
seems the template to highlight the
subject may have already been in
place.

Under Murdaugh, TCC already pre-
sented a Science Festival every Octo-
ber that focuses on STEM subjects
(science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics.) Why not a History Fes-
tival — one that could showcase par-
ticularly North Florida history, but in
that “all history is related,” Native
American, African American, and Eu-
ropean history as well?

Raising history questions

Bob Holladay, a professor of History
at TCC for the last 17 years, and Presi-
dent of the Tallahassee Historical So-
ciety, says that he knows that not only
have subjects in the humanities been
slipping through the cracks in recent
years, but that politics and history
seem to collide more often. He doesn’t
sound surprised.

“History is 95% interpretive. Objec-
tive history doesn’t exist. The most we
can ask for is fairness in understand-
ing,” Holladay said. “History is not
math. It should be controversial and
raise more questions than it answers.”

David Proctor, TCC’s Program Chair
for History and Anthropology, along
with Dr.Teresa Paliwoda of the English
Department, are Co-Directors of the
up-coming History Festival.

Proctor agrees that, “History is a flu-
id topic. It can be contested and it can
be interpreted in various ways. But
first it’s necessary to get the whole, ev-
idence-based and scholarship-based
story.” He says he sees history in gener-
al as “big and broad,” where no one

narrative can be employed all of the
time. Proctor and the other committee
members are eager to open the doors to
those discoveries.

Museum displays and presenters 

With what Holladay says will be
over 50 participants, on March 26 from
10AM until 2PM, Kleman Plaza will be
filled with booths, perhaps a stage,
likely “personalities” in historical at-
tire. New and antiquarian book sellers
will be on hand. The historical societ-
ies from Wakulla and Tallahassee will
be there.

Displays from the Florida History
Museum, the Dale Mabry Museum
Project, Mission San Luis, Riley House,
the Grove, the Florida Trust for Histori-
cal Preservation, the Daughters of the
American Revolution, Camp Gordon
Johnston, and the Tuskegee Airmen,
among many others, will be present.
Dr. A.J. Brickler will speak about his
famous relative, Harriet Tubman.

Holladay’s hope is that Murdaugh’s
innovative idea for a Festival of History
will get young and old thinking — won-
dering what was going on years and
years ago, questioning the choices that
were made, and evaluating the out-
comes.

Tallahassee Community College in-
vites everyone for a delightful day
wading into the past, while remember-
ing that today is tomorrow’s history
and that we should care.

Florida Memory Collection View
showing naval planes in flight during
the grand opening of Dale Mabry
Field in Tallahassee on Nov. 10-11,
1929. View showing naval planes in
flight during grand opening of Dale
Mabry Field in Tallahassee, Florida.
(November 10-11, 1929) FLORIDA MEMORY

COLLECTION 

Festival
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