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The Grove Museum’s new executive direc-
tor, Amanda Hamon has worked in museums
for over 20 years. As the museum gears up to
celebrate its fifth anniversary with Grove Day
2022 on Saturday, March 12, Hamon is ready to
open a new chapter of community engage-
ment and partnerships. 

“I see museums as town squares for conver-
sation where people can share ideas and de-
velop new ways of thinking,” says Hamon. “It’s
about understanding the value of places and
objects. We can be a very
text-based society when it
comes to lifelong learning
and knowledge, but there are
so many different ways to en-
gage with learning. I think
that architecture, buildings,
and objects are all a part of
those stories.”

Hamon has been digging
up history and marveling at
its rare objects and fossils
since she was a young girl. A
Kansas native, she grew up
among scientists. She ac-
companied her parents on
field research trips since she was in a bassinet.
Hamon’s father was a paleontologist and
served as the curator for the Natural History
Museum at University of Kansas. 

‘I grew up in museums’

Out in the open spaces of
Wyoming and Nebraska, a
young Hamon emerged from
her tent each summer day to
comb through fistfuls of dirt.
One year she accompanied her
father on a trip to Germany to
dig in the Solnhofen Limestone

and uncovered a prized ammonite shell the
size of a grapefruit. 

“My dad really gave me a love for objects
and researching and discov-
ering things,” says Hamon.
“He was an amazing person
and I’d have to give him credit
for this museum path that
I’ve taken. I grew up in mu-
seums.” 

Hamon’s path to museums
was through art history. She
earned her degrees in art mu-
seum education and art his-
tory from the University of
Kansas, and is currently
earning her Ph.D. at Florida
State University in museum
education and visitor-cen-

tered curations. 
In her past positions she’s served in both

education and administration for art mu-

For Grove Day, new museum director opens conversation
Amanda Sieradzki Council on Culture & Arts

If you go
What: Grove Day 2022 

When: 10 a.m.-4 p.m.,
Saturday, March 12 

Where: The Grove Museum,
902 North Monroe St. 

Cost: Free admission 

Contact: For more
information, visit
https://fb.me/e/11S5c9dX5

‘Museums tell stories’

The Grove Museum will be celebrating its fifth anniversary with Grove Day 2022 on Saturday, March 12. PROVIDED

Grove Day is set for March 12 at the Grove
Museum off Monroe Street, and will feature
plenty of fun and games on the grounds.
PROVIDEDSee GROVE DAY, Page 2C

Hamon

Facebook put me on, as the flick “Ani-
mal House” called it, double-secret pro-
bation.

I can’t “go live” for 54 days. I can’t ad-
vertise for 54 days. 

Whew. OK, I promise I will never do
what I have never done in my 11 years on
the social media mega-monster. Got it.

Then I was told that my Facebook
posts will be moved lower in my feed for
54 days.

Why?
Well, I don’t know. Facebook didn’t

feel the need to tell me what offense I
committed. What rule I broke. Which line
I crossed.

I keep my Facebook page — or is it
called a Meta page now, I get confused —
rated PG-13. No foul words. Never pub-
lish the no-no of nudity. Do not put up
anything in public that my mother would
be embarrassed by. (She’s dead but you
get the point.)

I have friends who get thrown in so-
called Facebook Jail all the time and can’t
post anything for 30 days because they
publish rude stuff. I try to not to anger the

The
Great
Facebook
Outage
JOHN COLE/

THE

SCRANTON

TIMES-

TRIBUNE

Going Facebook live is out
when you’re on probation

Mark Hinson
Guest columnist

See FACEBOOK, Page 3C
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Daniel Hsu, piano
Sunday, March 13

Opperman Hall
4:00 p.m.

Also available as
livestream or video.

Tickets: 850-445-1616
www.theartistseries.org
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Today is Sunday, March 6, the 65th
day of 2022. There are 300 days left in
the year. On this date in: 

1857: The U.S. Supreme Court, in
Dred Scott v. Sandford, ruled 7-2 that
Scott, a slave, was not an American cit-
izen and therefore could not sue for his
freedom in federal court.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Aries (March 21-April 19). You’ll
come to a situation in which you may
seek authority, as you seem to need it
to pass through the gate. There is no
universal ticket; only you can autho-
rize yourself.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). No mat-
ter how hard you try, you won’t be able
to see yourself as well as the person
sitting across from you. Ask for a little
insight. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). You crave
honesty and will find a vivid mess of a
person more interesting than the one
doing everything correctly.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). When
you like someone, you want to help
and support them in any way they
need. But when you love someone, you
want to dazzle them. This will take
planning. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). No, you’re
not imagining it; People look to you to
solve a problem. In today’s case, this
has to do with charming or entertain-
ing them.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Things
get interesting when they are deliv-
ered through mysterious or artful
methods. The same discourse that
causes eyeballs to glaze over is made
fascinating by the right messenger.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Solving
new problems often takes a while. It’s
not so today; you’ll get lucky early on
with a good and graceful option.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). The be-
ginning of projects and relationships
establishes the tone and rhythm of
what follows. You’ll have more influ-
ence when you get in on things early.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Ever
since you went looking for your happi-
ness and didn’t find it, you’ve won-
dered what happened. It’s waiting in-
side a job you can take on to help
someone.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Emo-
tional and karmic tabulations can be
much trickier than run-of-the-mill fi-
nancial debt. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). You’re
sly as a spy. You’re paying attention to
more than you appear to be. Sights in
your periphery will inform. You’ll learn
something crucial as you pretend not
to notice it at all.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). If you
knew it was impossible to lose any-
thing that was essentially yours,
would you relax? Take a risk?

seums, and most enjoys the opportuni-
ty to engage with visitors. Her focus on
facilitating experiences has led to dy-
namic 
dialogues that can focus on anything
from art to science to literature, all as a
means for deepening an appreciation
for history. 

‘Listening and responding’

“Often museums have a reputation
for telling you what is right or correct or
what you should know, but really mu-
seums tell stories and ways of thinking
about things,” says Hamon. “Museum
education is about helping people to un-
derstand what they bring to those sto-
ries and that the questions they ask are
meaningful and valid. It’s about listen-
ing and responding to what you hear
and learn to help them discover more
and have those conversations.” 

What drew Hamon to The Grove Mu-
seum was the interpretive plan that
looks at history from a holistic perspec-
tive. She was inspired by the virtual pro-
gramming the museum undertook in re-
sponse to the COVID-19 pandemic, and
how the museum staff worked with one
another to recognize the people in the
community who have brought forward
information and stories to contribute to
the historic home’s history. 

In her first seven months as execu-
tive director, she has gotten a chance to
do a little bit of everything — from plan-
ning gallery events and managing col-
lections to maintaining the 10.5 acres
and its programming. 

“I’m so fortunate to have a staff that
is so passionate and dedicated to the
work that we do,” says Hamon. “Grove
Day has always been a wonderful, fun
day of activities at the museum, and it’s
going extra special this year with perfor-
mances and music that brings the site to

life.” 

Special events for Grove Day

Lofty Pursuits, Frother’s Daughter
and Caribbean Cuisine will provide re-
freshments along with giveaways of free
ice cream and drinks for the first twenty
people in line at Lofty Pursuits and
Frother’s Daughter respectively. The
morning will begin with a children’s per-
formance by The Runaway Biscuits that
will include entertainment and audi-
ence interaction for all ages. 

Misty Penton, Bio Archeologist, Mus-
cogee/Creek Storyteller and Tradition
Keeper, and Education Director of the
Fred George Museum will share stories
of the native plants and animals on site
alongside “Backyard Discovery: Ar-
chaeology.”

Former Grove executive director,
Johnathan Grandage, will provide na-
ture walks throughout the afternoon.

“We’re happy to have him here that
day because he deserves a lot of credit
for laying the foundations for all the
work we’re doing at the museum,” adds
Hamon. 

While the outdoor toys, games, and
blankets will all be provided for visitor
use on Grove Day, Hamon hopes to let
the community know that these are
year-round resources. She emphasizes
that the Grove Museum belongs to the
state of Florida and the Tallahassee
community, and is looking forward to
the next chapter of the museum’s
growth. 

“We really want people to feel like
The Grove is a place that you can come
and spend time with friends and family
and enjoy the space, and I would like to
see that happening whenever we’re
open,” says Hamon, who cannot imag-
ine a world without spaces like mu-
seums. “History gives you hope to do
better and gives us a chance to celebrate
our accomplishments. It contributes to
a better world.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture & Arts. 

Grove Day
Continued from Page 1C

With its 16th annual competition now
complete, the Florida Book Awards an-
nounced on March 1 the winners for
books published in 2021. More than 130
eligible publications were submitted
across the 11 categories of competition. 

The Florida Book Awards, coordinat-
ed by the Florida State University Li-
braries, is the nation’s most comprehen-
sive state book awards program. It was
established in 2006 to celebrate the best
of Florida literature. Authors must be
full-time Florida residents, except in the
Florida nonfiction, visual arts and cook-
ing categories, where the subject matter
must focus on Florida. 

The winning authors from across the
state will be honored at the annual
awards banquet on April 7 at Parkview
at Cascades in Tallahassee. The public is
invited to attend. Please contact florida-
bookawards@gmail.com or (850) 644-
5211 for more information or tickets. 

Here are the Florida Book Awards
2021 winners by category.

Young Children's Literature

Gold: Alexandra Alessandri (Miami),
“Isabel and Her Colores Go to School”
(Sleeping Bear Press) 

Silver: Moira Rose Donohue (St. Pe-
tersburg), “Stompin’ at the Savoy: How
Chick Web Became the King of Drums”
(Sleeping Bear Press) 

Bronze: Rob Sanders (Brandon),
“Stitch by Stitch: Cleve Jones and the
AIDS Memorial Quilt” (Magination
Press)

Older Children's Literature

Gold: Christina Diaz Gonzalez (Coral
Gables), “Concealed” (Scholastic) 

Silver: Rodman Philbrick (Marathon),
“Wild River” (Scholastic) 

Bronze: James Ponti (Orlando),
“Golden Gate” (Simon and Schuster)

General Nonfiction

Gold: Les Standiford (Pinecrest),
“Battle for the Big Top: P.T. Barnum,
James Bailey, John Ringling, and the
Death-Defying Saga of the American
Circus” (PublicAffairs, Hachette Book
Group) 

Silver: Brandon T. Jett (LaBelle),
“Race, Crime, and Policing in the Jim
Crow South: African American Law En-
forcement in Birmingham, Memphis
and New Orleans, 1920-1945” (LSU
Press) 

Bronze: Larry Loftis (Altamonte
Springs), “The Princess Spy: The True
Story of World War II Spy Aline Griffith,
Countess of Romanones” (Atria Books)

General Fiction

GOLD: Lauren Groff (Gainesville),
“Matrix” (Riverhead Books) 

SILVER: Patricia Engel (Key Bis-
cayne), “Infinite Country” (Avid Reader
Press) 

BRONZE: Dantiel W. Moniz (Jackson-
ville), “Milk Blood Heat” (Grove Atlantic) 

BRONZE: Brenda Peynado (Lutz),
“The Rock Eaters” (Penguin)

Florida Nonfiction

GOLD: Jason Vuic (Fort Worth, Tex-
as), “The Swamp Peddlers: How Lot
Sellers, Land Scammers, and Retirees
Built Modern Florida and Transformed
the American Dream” (University of
North Carolina Press) 

SILVER: Larry Eugene Rivers (Tal-
lahassee), “Father James Page: An En-
slavedPreacher’s Climb to Freedom”
(The Johns Hopkins University Press)

BRONZE: Austin J. Bell (Marco Is-
land), “The Nine Lives of Florida’s Fam-
ous Key Marco Cat” (University Press of
Florida)

Poetry

GOLD: Gloria Muñoz (St. Petersburg),
“Danzirly” (University of Arizona Press) 

SILVER: Julia Koets (Tampa), “Pine”
(Southern Indiana Review Press) 

BRONZE: John Davis Jr. (Riverview),

“The Places That Hold” (EastOver Press)

Popular Fiction

GOLD: Noel Zamot (Tarpon Springs),
“The Archer's Thread” (Palmetto Pub-
lishing) 

SILVER: Al Pessin (Delray Beach),
“Blowback” (Kensington) 

BRONZE: Jenna Kernan (Sarasota),
“A Killer's Daughter” (Bookouture)

Spanish Language

GOLD: Hernán Vera Álvarez (Miami),
“Vacaciones sin hotel: Antología de au-
tores del Sur de la Florida” (Ediciones
AGUAMIEL) 

SILVER: Carmen Duarte (Miami), “Et-
nia, raza y sexualidad en la dramaturgia
femenina hispano-caribeña en los Esta-
dos Unidos” (Letra Capital) 

BRONZE: Uva de Aragón (Miami), “El
reino de la infancia- Memorias de mi vi-
da en Cuba” (Eriginal Books)

Visual Arts

GOLD: Jim Miller (Tallahassee),
“The Art of Birds: Grace and Motion in
the Wild” (University Press of Florida)

Young Adult

GOLD: Neal Shusterman and Jarrod
Shusterman (Jacksonville), “ROXY” (Si-
mon and Schuster) 

Submissions for the 2021 awards
were read by juries of three members.
Jurors are authorized to select up to
three medalists (one gold winner, one
silver runner-up and one bronze medal-
ist) in each of the 11 categories; jurors are
also authorized to make no selections in
a given year. The Florida State Univer-
sity Libraries coordinate the Florida
Book Awards with assistance from co-
sponsors, including the State Library
and Archives of Florida, the Florida Hu-
manities Council, Midtown Reader and
Word of South. 

Learn more about the Florida Book
Awards at floridabookawards.org/. 

Tallahassee authors 
among award winners
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Actor-director Rob
Reiner is 75. Actor Tom
Arnold is 63. Actor Con-
nie Britton (“Nash-
ville”) is 55. Actor Shaun
Evans (“Endeavour”) is
42. Rapper-producer
Tyler, the Creator is 31. 

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Reiner

HOROSCPES


