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world‘On top of the world’

Eyes heavenward, the young woman at the
center of Candace Allen’s “We Go High” piece
stands six feet tall. Her box braids, carefully
woven in dark navy and periwinkle, are wind-
swept. She laughs at a sky buzzing with paper
airplanes that cut through technicolor clouds. 

“It’s hyperbolic in the best kind of sense,”
notes Allen. 

Her digital portrait is a centerpiece of her
show “CandiiKismet: A Dream in Col-

or” at the Anderson Brickler
Gallery, on display now

through May 14. Allen is the
first and youngest female

artist to have a solo
show at the gallery.

“We Go High” is sur-
rounded by mobiles of
paper airplanes, which
Allen hopes will im-
merse viewers into
these colorful land-
scapes. Her illustra-
tions have been called
magical realism, but Al-
len grounds her images
in both fantastical and
tangible worlds. 

“It’s real because you
know this girl, she’s
your best friend’s older
sister who you always
thought was cool or
your substitute teacher
or someone who works

at your dentist office,”
says Allen. “She’s tall and

feels good about herself.
She’s important and has her

own agency and voice. She’s on top of
the world. These paper planes are racing past
and piercing these clouds around her, and as
they do, they’re colored themselves. That’s a
feeling. That’s a moment.”

FAMU grad from Quincy

Allen earned her degree in fine art with a fo-
cus in illustration and printmaking from Florida
A&M University.

While in school, she appreciated the push
she received from professors like Dr. Pamela
Kabuya Bowens-Saffo. A longtime lover of liter-
ature, Allen was energized by connections she
made between printmaking and books. The pop
art movement served as another source of in-
spiration, with its repeating colors and pat-
terns. 

A native of Quincy, Allen grew up constantly
drawing characters. Her favorite subject is
Black women. Allen constructs amalgamations
that borrow bits and pieces from the faces, bod-
ies, and stances she sees in her community to 

Candace Allen has a show, “CandiiKismet: A Dream in Color,” at the Anderson Brickler Gallery,
on display now through May 14. CANDACE ALLEN

Candace Allen's show “CandiiKismet: A Dream
in Color” at the Anderson Brickler Gallery, on
display now through May 14. PROVIDED

At the Anderson Brickler Gallery’s new
exhibit, Candace Allen’s “We Go High” piece
stands six feet tall. CANDACE ALLEN

Candace Allen’s
exuberance on display
in ‘A Dream in Color’

Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts
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For the 14th year, The Oasis Center for Women and
Girls will host the community-wide celebration of
Women’s History Month on March 8.

March is recognized as National Women’s History
Month, and March 8 is recognized as International
Women’s Day, celebrated in many countries across the
globe. 

Women’s History Month began as a grassroots ef-
fort by women in response to the invisibility of wom-
en’s accomplishments in the history books. Women
organized locally and regionally to fill the gap by pro-
viding presentations in schools and organizing com-
munity programs to raise awareness.

The formal recognition of women’s historic
achievements on a national level began in 1980 when
President Carter proclaimed the week of March 8 as
National Women’s History Week. In 1987, this celebra-
tion was expanded by Congressional Resolution to an
entire month and became National Women’s History
Month.

Locally, both the Leon County Board of County
Commissioners and the Tallahassee City Commission
have proclaimed March as Women’s History Month

every year since 2009. 
I think it’s phenomenal how many gains women

have made just during my lifetime.

Women making a difference

I feel truly fortunate that on a frequent basis I inter-
act with women who are making history right now. I
appreciate that our community’s children are growing
up seeing women in nontraditional leadership roles
more than their parents did at their age and that every
year we see more women filling leadership positions. 

However, I am keenly aware that many barriers still
exist for women and our community’s children are
growing up without seeing women in hundreds of im-
portant leadership positions. I am also very aware that
racism creates additional challenges for women of col-
or. 

Although women constitute the majority of the
population in the U.S. only 28% of Congress, 37% of
the Florida Senate, 33% of the Florida House of Repre-
sentatives, 28% of the Leon County Board of County
Commission, and 40% of the City Commission are
women.

Our Sheriff, Chief of Police, Fire Chief, State

Oasis Center honorees are blazing the way
Notes on Nonprofits
Kelly Otte

Guest columnist

If you go
What: Women’s History Month and 2022 Trailblazers,
Unsung Shero and Girls Can Do Anything! Honorees at
the Women’s History Month Community Luncheon

When: 11:30 a.m. Tuesday, March 8

Where: Tucker Civic Center

Tickets: Individual tickets are $40, full tables available
for sponsors and both can be ordered through our
website theoasiscenter.net. Proceeds from this event
fund programs for single mothers and girls 

See TRAILBLAZERS, Page 2C

If you go
What:
CandiiKismet: A
Dream in Color by
Candace Allen 

When: Gallery is
open 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
Wednesdays and
2-5 p.m. Saturdays
or by appointment
through May 14 

Where: Anderson
Brickler Gallery,
1747 S Adams St 

Cost: Free 

Contact: For more
information, visit
https://anderson
bricklergallery.com

See ALLEN, Page 3C
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Candace Allen’s “CandiiKismet: A Dream in Color” at the Anderson Brickler
Gallery, on display now through May 14. PROVIDED

create completely original works. Allen
strives to capture the everyday through
her unique lens.

She appreciates artists like Norman
Rockwell whose artistic approach ele-
vated the everyday lives of people in his
paintings. The subjects that Allen cre-
ates come from her own everyday en-
counters. 

‘The most beautiful people’

“I’m always looking at Black women
and Black people because I think we’re
the most diverse group of people in the
world given the nature of our diaspora,”
says Allen. “When I’m creating, I take
from every person I’ve seen. It’s the ba-
rista’s eyes and the nurse’s lips and the
mail lady’s hair. I look at the shape of
their nostrils, the way they have this
beauty gap that no doubt comes from
West Africa. I think African Americans
are the most beautiful people in the
world.” 

When Allen sits down to capture a
person, she considers not only what
they’re doing, but how they feel about
what they’re doing. While digital art can
be intimidating given the multitude of
computer programs available, Allen
confesses that she only uses four of the
brush tools on her computer to create
her work, emphasizing the importance
of simplicity and finding creative ap-
proaches that fit the artist. 

Ideas for drawings come from fleet-
ing thoughts or moments in her day. Al-
len recently finished a drawing that
came to her after seeing a nature docu-
mentary on flamingos.

Imagination and ‘childlike nature’

The show reminded her that flamin-
gos are pink because of the food they
eat, which made her wonder what
would happen if they were fed some-
thing different. A few hours later, she
had drawn a little girl feeding a flock of
flamingos Rubik’s cubes as their feath-
ers transform into multi-colored check-
erboards. 

“That’s the childlike nature in what I
do,” laughs Allen.

Beyond whimsy, Allen’s artistic con-
tributions center on, and celebrate,
Black women in hopes of promoting
more widespread representation in the
media. Included in the show are some of
Allen’s medical illustrations that she
creates for Beloved Birth Black Center-
ing, a birth justice center in California.
The organization is run by all Black mid-
wives, doctors, and nurses, and the fa-
cility commissioned Allen to create art-
work for their programming.

Allen has created art for instructions
on everything from swaddling a baby to
mixing formula to best labor practices.
These illustrations live side-by-side in
Allen’s exhibit, which she hopes will not
only inspire, but emotionally touch the
gallery patrons who see the work in per-
son. 

“I think the most rewarding thing is
that people get to see themselves in my
work,” says Allen. “The closer you get to
my work, the more you realize it is you. I
think it’s exciting, not just for young
people, but it’s important and validating
for me too.”

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella
agency for arts and culture (www.talla-
hasseearts.org). 

Allen
Continued from Page 1C
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OUR COMMITMENTS

PEOPLE:We support a diverse,
inclusive, and equitable culture by
offering opportunity for growth.
We invest in our employees by
providing resources and programs
to empower personal and
professional advancement.

COMMUNITIES:We are your
neighbors! We build community
through storytelling and events
that connect readers and
communities to empower action
that enhances the neighborhoods
we share.

PLANET:We strive to minimize
the environmental impact through
responsible and sustainable
business practices for sourcing,
consumption,
and waste.

SCAN TO VIEW
OPPORTUNITIES

We look forward
to getting to
know you!

For the full list of career opportunities, visit
usatodaynetworkcareers.com

COME JOIN OUR AMAZING TEAM!

COME J

What fits
you best?

• Sales
• Marketing
& Design
• IT & Analytics

• Accounting
& Finance
• Operations
& Production

• Editorial -
National,
Local, Sports
& more

EZ Pay saves you time & money
with automatic monthly payments for your

Tallahassee Democrat account!

• Safe, secure, and convenient
• No paper statement fee

• Easy to setup

Call 1-800-999-2271 or
Go online tallahassee.com/ezpay
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SAVING MONEY
JUST GOT REAL EZ

Actor Joanne Wood-
ward is 92. Actor Barba-
ra Babcock is 85. Actor
Debra Monk is 73. Actor
Timothy Spall (“Swee-
ney Todd,” “Enchanted”)
is 65. Singer Johnny Van
Zant (Van Zant, Lynryd

Skynyrd) is 62. Actor Adam Baldwin
(TV’s “Chuck”) is 60. Actor Grant Show

(“Devious Maids,” “Melrose Place”) is
60. Guitarist Mike Cross of Sponge is
57. Actor Noah Emmerich is 57. Singer
Bobby V (Mista) is 42. Singer Josh
Groban is 41. Banjoist Noam Pikelny of
Punch Brothers is 41. Actor Kate Mara
(“American Horror Story”) is 39. Reality
show star JWoww (Jenni Farley) (“Jer-
sey Shore”) is 36. Actor Lindsey Mor-
gan (“The 100”) is 32.

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Farley

Today is Sunday, Feb. 27, the 58th
day of 2022. There are 307 days left in
the year. On this date in: 

1922: The Supreme Court, in Leser v.
Garnett, unanimously upheld the 19th
Amendment to the Constitution, which
guaranteed the right of women to vote. 

1933: Germany’s parliament build-
ing, the Reichstag, was gutted by fire;
Chancellor Adolf Hitler, blaming the

Communists, used the fire to justify
suspending civil liberties. 

1939: The Supreme Court, in Nation-
al Labor Relations Board v. Fansteel
Metallurgical Corp., effectively out-
lawed sit-down strikes. 

1942: The Battle of the Java Sea be-
gan during World War II; Imperial Jap-
anese naval forces scored a decisive
victory over the Allies. 

TODAY IN HISTORY


