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“
There’s a time to dance, a time to

sing,” quotes Darryl Tookes from the

opening lines of his song “Forever

Free.” * The song will set the stage for

his “Arts-in-the-Heart” concert performance

with the Javacya Elite Chamber Orchestra on

Thursday, Feb. 24. Tookes will perform along-

side his four children, Christian, Tessa,

Channing, and Ryan. He felt the opening lyr-

ics captured both the healing powers of live

music and audiences’ longing for together-

ness as theater spaces reopen their doors.*

“When I wrote that all those years ago, we

hadn’t experienced COVID-19, a two-year

shutdown, or losing close friends and family,”

notes Tookes. “It has a new meaning now.”

‘Getting it HONEST ’

Darryl Tookes aims to
amplify Tallahassee’s
role in music history
Amanda Sieradzki Council on Culture & Arts

See TOOKES, Page 2C

A documentary telling the story of Fannie Lou Ham-
er will make its national debut on PBS thanks to the
contributions of a Florida State University professor,
alumni and students. 

“Fannie Lou Hamer’s America” will launch the land-
mark 10th season of America ReFramed with a special
presentation on PBS at 9 p.m. Tuesday, Feb. 22, fol-

lowed by its broadcast on WORLD
Channel Thursday, Feb. 24. 

Davis Houck, FSU’s Fannie Lou
Hamer Professor of Rhetorical Studies
in the College of Communication and
Information, helped assemble the pro-
ject team and has served as a researcher
and consultant for the production. 

“This project was hard — hard to research, hard to

produce, hard to fund, hard to edit,” Houck said. “But
with a wonderful and talented team, comprising of
many FSU students and graduates, Fannie Lou Hamer
will finally get to tell her own story. Her words are more
urgent and relevant than ever.” 

Airing during Black History Month, the film is pro-
duced by Hamer’s great-niece Monica Land and

Fannie Lou Hamer gets to ‘tell her own story’
FSU Communications

See HAMER, Page 2C

Houck
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In “Fannie Lou Hamer’s America,” Hamer tells her own story “from beginning to
end,” according to a press release, as opposed to a documentary created from
secondary sources. In the 90 minutes, Hamer’s story is told in her own words
with archives and video footage that has rarely been seen. KATE CLIFFORD LARSON

Selena Lauterer and directed by Joy
Davenport, a two-time graduate of the
School of Communication. Pablo Cor-
rea, a graduate of FSU’s School of Com-
munication, is a videographer and pro-
ducer on the film. Davenport and Cor-
rea were both Houck’s students at FSU. 

“Fannie Lou Hamer’s America” fo-
cuses on the incredible life of one of the
Civil Rights Movement’s greatest lead-
ers and the injustices that made her
work essential. Hamer tells her story in
her own words in the 90-minute film
through archival audio recordings and
rarely seen video footage. Instead of re-
lying on secondary sources and ex-
perts, the team of filmmakers and aca-
demics wanted Hamer to narrate her
own story from beginning to end. 

A co-production of WORLD Channel
and American Documentary, Inc.,
America ReFramed is a documentary
anthology series that brings compel-
ling stories, personal voices and experi-
ences to life. Since 2012, the series has
premiered 170 films from more than 370
filmmakers. 

For more information about America
ReFramed and the new season pre-
miere, visit worldchannel.org. 

Hamer
Continued from Page 1C

Fannie Lou Hamer. PHOTO BY WARREN K.

LEFFLER/HANDOUT/UNIVERSITY OF MISSISSIPPI

“With a wonderful and talented team,
comprising many FSU students and
graduates, Fannie Lou Hamer will fi-
nally get to tell her own story.”

Davis Houck
FSU
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“To you, it’s the perfect lift chair.
To me, it’s the best sleep chair

I’ve ever had.”
— J. Fitzgerald, VA

You can’t always lie down in bed
and sleep. Heartburn, cardiac
problems, hip or back aches – and
dozens of other ailments and
worries. Those are the nights you’d
give anything for a comfortable chair
to sleep in: one that reclines to exactly
the right degree, raises your feet and
legs just where you want them, supports
your head and shoulders properly, and
operates at the touch of a button.

Our Perfect Sleep Chair® does all that
and more. More than a chair or recliner,
it’s designed to provide total comfort.
Choose your preferred heat and
massage settings, for hours of
soothing relaxation. Reading or
watching TV? Our chair’s recline
technology allows you to pause the
chair in an infinite number of settings.
And best of all, it features a powerful
lift mechanism that tilts the entire chair

forward, making it easy to stand. You’ll
love the other benefits, too. It helps
with correct spinal alignment and
promotes back pressure relief, to prevent
back and muscle pain. The overstuffed,
oversized biscuit style back and unique
seat design will cradle you in comfort.
Generously filled, wide armrests provide
enhanced arm support when sitting
or reclining. It even has a battery
backup in case of a power outage.

White glove delivery included in
shipping charge. Professionals will
deliver the chair to the exact spot in
your home where you want it, unpack
it, inspect it, test it, position it, and even
carry the packaging away! You get
your choice of Genuine Italian Leather,
plush and durable Brisa™, stain and
liquid repellent DuraLux™ with the
classic leather look or plush MicroLux™
microfiber, all handcrafted in a variety
of colors to fit any decor. Call now!

The Perfect Sleep Chair®
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Three Chairs
in One

Sleep/Recline/Lift

REMOTE CONTROLLED
EASILY SHIFTS FROM FLAT TO

A STAND-ASSIST POSITION
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ACCREDITED
BUSINESS A+

Innovative Comfort Technology

Your upgrade from couch to
first class has been approved.
Whether you want to sleep, read or watch TV the perfect sleep chair is . . . Just perfect

NOW
also available in

Genuine Italian Leather
and New Chestnut Color

(as pictured here)

MicroLux™ Microfiber
breathable & amazingly soft

Burgundy Cashmere Chocolate Indigo

Long Lasting DuraLux™
stain & water repellent

Burgundy Tan Chocolate Blue

Genuine Italian Leather
classic beauty & style

Chestnut Saddle
Coffee
Bean

Brisa™
plush & durable

855-260-7265

TD-GCI0815318-02

Music has always run deep in
Tookes’ family roots. His maternal
grandmother, Benveneta Washington
was a Broadway star. His parents en-
couraged his interests in music from a
young age, providing him with a piano
to practice his gift — Tookes only has to
hear something once to be able to repli-
cate it. Now, he’s proud to share the
stage with his children and their tal-
ents. 

‘Our first language’

“Music is our first language, it’s our
primary language,” says Tookes. “I no-
ticed with my children (when they were
younger) when I’d play a simple melody
for them and ask them to sing it back to
me and they’d always sing it in the
same key that I’d play it. That gave me a
sense that there’s something primal
and instinctual about music.” 

With an illustrious career spanning
more than three decades, Tookes was
one of the first African-Americans to
chart in the Adult Contemporary cate-
gory of Billboard magazine.

He has worked with numerous in-
dustry icons including Quincy Jones,
Leonard Bernstein, Michael Jackson,
Diana Ross, Roberta Flack, Sting,
Aretha Franklin, Stevie Wonder, Elton
John, Ray Charles, Bobby McFerrin, Li-
onel Ritchie and Christina Aguilera,
among many others. He has performed
at Carnegie Hall, The Apollo Theater,
Radio City Music Hall, Madison Square
Garden, and the White House for Presi-
dents Clinton and Obama.

Adderleys ‘transformed modern
music’

Currently, Tookes serves as the di-
rector of music industry studies in FA-
MU’s Department of Music. He’s a
proud FAMU alumnus who grew up in
Tallahassee while spending his sum-
mers in NYC.

For Tookes, Tallahassee sounds like
the incomparable FAMU Marching 100.
In his role at the university, he hopes to
bring more of an awareness to just how
large a role Tallahassee plays in music
history — especially when it comes to
local legends “Cannonball” and Nat Ad-
derley. 

“I don’t think Tallahassee has really
understood the reach we have among
us,” says Tookes. “People like the Ad-
derley Brothers, along with John Col-
trane and Miles Davis, completely
transformed music. There’s no Jimi
Hendrix or the Beatles without their in-
fluence. When they hit the scene to-
gether, they transformed modern mu-
sic. One thing I hope to do in my time
here is to get us to start realizing what
we have, our resources, and who we
are.” 

Songwriting at FAMU

As part of this initiative, Tookes was
instrumental in authoring and estab-
lishing the first songwriting course for
the state system at FAMU.

Titled, “The Art and Craft of Song-

writing,” Tookes strives to share his
brand of creative process with stu-
dents. He lectures on saying yes “hon-
estly with authenticity” and rising to
composer Stephen Sondheim’s chal-
lenge to dedicate time to getting a lyric
right. 

Tookes has taught Voice at New York
University in the Clive Davis Institute
of Recorded Music and Tisch School of
the Arts, been a Lecturer in Music at
The State University of New York at
Purchase College, and taught on Voice
Faculty at Fairfield University. He was
the founding Musical Director of “Black
to Broadway,” presenting Tony winners
Melba Moore, Jennifer Holiday, Sheryl
Lee Ralph and Billy Porter. 

Every morning, Tookes sets out to
fulfill his own artistic challenges, in line
with mentor Miles Davis who asked,
“what can I do with my life today that is
creative?” Sometimes that means
spending hours at his own grand piano
practicing or working with students on
growing their compositions and tal-
ents. 

‘Getting it honest’

“It’s not about getting it right, it’s
about getting it honest,” says Tookes.
“You can teach people a lot of things,
but whatever part of it that’s a gift
comes with a lot of responsibility to de-
velop it, protect it, and share it. In my
case, every single song I perform has
evolved over the years in meaningful
ways.” 

Tookes is looking forward to taking
yet another step in his ever-evolving
musical journey and sharing the stage
with both the Javacya Orchestra and
his loved ones.

He is hopeful that audience mem-
bers will leave the concert with new
questions and allow themselves the
comfort and freedom to be uplifted. At
his daughter Tessa’s request, he will
play Nino Rota’s “Love Theme From Ro-
meo and Juliet” during his solo piano
set. 

“Rota posed the question of the art-
ist’s dilemma…how do we do this when
I see war all around me?” says Tookes,
who explains how Rota wrote and
played during the height of World War
II. “You know you can either ignore it, or
lean into it, and shine some light in the
world everywhere you go as much as
you can. We do it because we do it. This
is who we are. We must.”

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella
agency for arts and culture (www.tal-
lahasseearts.org). 

Darrly Tookes will perform with his four children, also accomplished musicians –
Christian, Tessa (shown here) Channing, and Ryann. Audiences may recognize
Tessa as a contestant on the current season of The Bachelor. PROVIDED

Darryl Tookes and Family – A Time to
Dance will be held at 7 p.m. on Feb. 24
at St. Peter’s Anglican Cathedral.
PROVIDED

If you go
What: Darryl Tookes & Family in
Concert 

When: 7-8:30 .pm. on Thursday, Feb.
24 

Where: St. Peter’s Anglican Cathedral,
4784 Thomasville Road 

Cost: Free, donations accepted 

Contact: For more information, visit
javacyaarts.com

Tookes
Continued from Page 1C


