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TLHLIFE

Tallahassee Community College an-
nounced the honorees for the 22nd
Cherry Hall Alexander African Amer-
ican History Calendar on Tuesday, Feb.
1. The calendar month honorees are as
follows:
(February 2022) Temple O. Robinson,
M.D.: Dr. Robinson is the Chief Exec-
utive Officer of Bond Community
Health Center in Tallahassee. Prior to
this role, she served as the Chief Med-
ical Officer at Bond, dedicating 18
years of service to the center.
(March 2022) R. Jai Gillum: Gillum is
the Director of Foundation Affairs at
the Florida Dental Association. She is
has served as director of numerous
nonprofit organizations. She received
both her bachelor’s and master’s de-
grees from Florida A&M University. 
(April 2022) Dr. Penny A. Ralston: Dr.
Ralston is a professor, the Dean of the
College of Human Sciences at Florida
State University, and the Director of
the Center on Better Health & Life for
Underserved Populations. She has also
been featured in over 65 scholarly
articles, worked to spearhead infra-
structures addressing health dispar-
ities, and has mentored over 150 grad-
uate and undergraduate students.
(May 2022) Fran T. Close, PH.D: Dr.
Close is a professor of Behavioral Sci-
ence and Health Education at Florida
Agricultural and Mechanical’s School
of Pharmacy/ Pharmaceutical Sci-
ences/ Institute of Public Health. She
has spent over 20 years focusing her
research on serving underrepresented
communities.
(June 2022) Robert Meeks Jr.: Meeks
currently works as Tallahassee Com-
munity College’s Campus Recreation
and Athletics Manager. He has worked
with TCC in some capacity for over 25
years including when he played base-
ball for the Eagles from 1997-1998.
(July 2022) Dr. Asha Fields Brewer: Dr.
Fields-Brewer is the owner of Temple
Fit Company, which teaches others
how to succeed in life by prioritizing
wellness. She is also the Director for
Temple Fit Health, a nonprofit 
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Courtney Carpenter is on a mission to
boost her students’ confidence in them-
selves and pride in their school. As the
art teacher at the Tallahassee School of
Math & Science, she is building the
school’s first ever art program and cre-
ating innovative ways to beautify the
campus.

She was brought on the faculty last
year and since then, she’s been working
to introduce the students to art both
during school, though her classes, and
after school, through the newly formed
art club. 

“Due to hybrid learning last year, our
art program could only grow so much.
This year, we are determined to see it
blossom. Our students are excited for
art and can’t wait to share it all over our

school,” said Carpenter. 
Carpenter’s grand plan includes sev-

eral murals which will be designed and
painted by the students themselves. To
realize this vision, Carpenter applied for
and received an Art Education Grant of-
fered by the Council on Culture & Arts,
made possible this year through philan-
thropic support from the Duke Energy
Foundation’s Powerful Communities
program.

Art Club in action

Carpenter’s Art Club is comprised of
4th, 5th, and 6th graders who kicked off
the project by studying murals from all
over the world.

“We talked about the artists and
looked at different collections of street 

Art Club members learn by doing with mural project
Amanda Karioth Thompson
Council on Culture & Arts

Sixth-grader Blake Thompson (center) paints the mural along with other art club
members. COURTNEY CARPENTERSee MURAL, Page 2C

The FSU College of Music will present the 20th biennial Festival of New Music, a

series of concerts featuring a variety of exciting new works for various ensembles

Feb. 3–5. h This year’s program, featuring both guest artist Pamela Z and guest

performers from the International Contemporary Ensemble, includes works by

over 20 composers worldwide. h “For over 40 years, the FSU College of Music has

been a leading champion of new music, highlighted by the biennial Festival of New

Music,” said Greg Jones, associate dean for Outreach and Engagement in the FSU

College of Music. “Current FSU faculty and students will be collaborating with

these guests for three days of creativity, exploration and cutting-edge fun!”

Pamela Z will collaborate with the Burgin String Quartet, the college’s resident student quartet, to perform her piece
“The Unraveling” at 7:30 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 5 in Opperman Music Hall. DONALD SWEARINGEN

‘CUTTING-EDGE 

FSU’s 20th biennial Festival of New Music lets loose

Pamela Z, a composer/performer and media artist working with voice, live electronic
processing, sampled sound and video, part of FSU’s biennial Festival of New Music.
ARS ELECTRONICA

See NEW MUSIC, Page 2C

Anna Prentiss | FSU Communications
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Actor Bridget Hanley (“Here Come The Brides,”
“Harper Valley P.T.A.”) is 81. Actor Blythe Danner is 79.
Guitarist Dave Davies of The Kinks is 75. Singer Mela-
nie is 75. Actor Morgan Fairchild is 72. Actor Pamela
Franklin (“The Prime of Miss Jean Brodie”) is 72. Actor
Nathan Lane is 66. Guitarist Lee Ranaldo of Sonic

Youth is 66. Actor Thomas Calabro (“Melrose Place”)
is 63. Drummer Lol Tolhurst (The Cure) is 63. Actor
Michele Greene (“L.A. Law”) is 60. Country singer
Matraca Berg is 58. Actor Maura Tierney (“ER,”
“NewsRadio”) is 57. Actor Elisa Donovan (“Clueless”)
is 51. Singer Daddy Yankee is 46. Actor Isla Fisher is
46. Singer Jessica Harp (The Wreckers) is 40. Actor
Brandon Micheal Hall (“God Friended Me”) is 29.

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Aries (March 21-April 19). You’ll tick five things
off of your to-do list before you even get close to the
part about your own enjoyment. Avoid future burn-
out by constructing these lists with more of an eye
to pleasure.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Keep looking for that
special something to add to your collection. It’s out
there for you. The search will be an adventure that
makes your ultimate find all the more valuable.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). You know what type of
person you want to become, and you take action ev-
ery day to move toward this glorious creature until
you ultimately merge as one.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). You’re like a car dealer
encouraging potential buyers to take a test drive of
your offerings. Once people try the merchandise,
they will be hooked!

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You’re not afraid to rock
the boat in the name of justice or even for lesser rea-
sons, like your own amusement. How hard should
you rock it? That depends on how much you care
who tumbles out.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You feel somewhat de-
pendent on the good opinion of others, which
makes you human, but also keeps you tethered. To
be free, you’ll have to give up the notion that every-
one should like what you’re doing.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You’ve struck on a
method that works, and not just for you – this will
work for anyone. And though there will be clear
benefits to all who do it your way, it’s still important
to recognize that this is not the only way. Stay open-
minded.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). The day invites com-
parison between A and B. Hint: Just because two
things are next to each other doesn’t mean there’s a
logical intrinsic relationship between them.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You’ll solve the
problem and get a surge of gleeful excitement. This
kind of charge could get addictive. And who do you
have to thank for it? The problem itself, without
which none of this would be possible.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). When you think
about it, most people throughout human history
have believed incorrect things. What sets you apart
as a leader and a forward-thinker is that you ques-
tion and continually update your beliefs.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Behavior tells you ev-
erything you need to know. Listen to what people
do, not what they say. What they do is soundless
and yet it rings out with the loudest truth.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). What’s happening
now is something you didn’t choose, but you still
have plenty of power in the situation, most notably,
the power to call your trouble a teacher. Lift its
heaviness and grow strong.

Today’s birthday (Feb. 3). You’re strategic and
competitive. You’ll shine in a formal setting for key
moments. Even so, the most memorable events will
be silly and strange interpersonal dynamics. 

ASTROLOGY HOLIDAY MATHIS

Today is Thursday, Feb. 3, the 34th day of 2022.
There are 331 days left in the year. On this date in:

1943: During World War II, the U.S. transport
ship SS Dorchester, which was carrying troops to
Greenland, sank after being hit by a German torpe-
do in the Labrador Sea; of the more than 900 men
aboard, only about 230 survived. (Four Army chap-
lains on board gave away their life jackets to save
others and went down with the ship.) 

1995: The space shuttle Discovery blasted off
with a woman, Air Force Lt. Col. Eileen Collins, in
the pilot’s seat for the first time in NASA history.

2006: An Egyptian passenger ferry sank in the
Red Sea during bad weather, killing more than 1,000
passengers. 

2009: Eric Holder became the first black U.S. at-
torney general as he was sworn in by Vice President
Joe Biden.

TODAY IN HISTORY

art and neighborhoods that have been renovated using
public art. We watched a video about how public art
can bring a community together and we made that the
core of why we were creating our murals.” 

After working in teams to conceptualize and revise
mural designs, the students got to work painting the
first one.

Sixth grader Blake Thompson explained, “the mural
is the word ‘learn’ painted in the school colors of red
and blue. Inside each of the letters, we painted the
word learn again but in different languages.”

He added, “Ms. Carpenter used a projector and then
we traced it on the wall and then started painting.
There were two tall students that got the part up high.
Everybody in our art club worked on it.”

‘Part of their school’

Because of the community building focus of the art
club, it was essential that everyone participate.

Carpenter said, “it is so important, with this mural
concept, for students to feel that they are a part of their
school. It’s not just a place for them to come and then
go home. This is their community.” The group is cur-
rently working on a second mural concept that will
highlight that philosophy. 

“The design is of a bunch of kids of all different sizes
and colors, all wearing different flags that say we are
creators, explorers, learners, and lots of different
things,” explained Carpenter. “We want to see our-
selves on the walls and in the halls. I’ve put bulletin
board strips everywhere so we can put our artwork up
so it’s a space that’s theirs. It’s so important to help
them feel valued in their community.”

Learning how to paint

The mural project has been an additional opportu-
nity for the students to learn and grow in their own
artistic abilities. “Before I got here, most of the kids
had not held a paint brush,” said Carpenter. “That was
an extra thing that we had to learn, how to hold your
brush and painting lightly, using the tip to get nice
crisp lines and then using the flatter part of the brush
to fill in larger spaces.”

“It’s been really awesome to step back and see that
the students now know what they’re doing and I can
just let them do it. I am learning how to trust in them
because they’re so brilliant and they can do it.” Blake
echoed those sentiments and shared, “I feel way more
confident now after creating this mural.” He also
expressed his pride in being part of the collaborative
effort and that’s exactly what Carpenter was hoping
for. 

“It’s their space,” she said, “and though these mu-
rals, they’re making it unique to them and they helped
make it that way. That’s how we can help build those
relationships with our kids. It can be so impactful and
take their education to another level. I want them to
feel seen and comfortable because the space around
them reflects them and makes them feel included.”

“I want this to be theirs and I want them to feel like
they get to leave this legacy here. These murals will
positively impact student achievement and can stand
as a building block for students, teachers, and all oth-
ers who enter our doors.”

This article is part of COCA’s Creativity Persists col-
lection and highlights how area arts educators are
continuing to teach and inspire during the COVID-19
pandemic. Amanda Karioth Thompson is the Assis-
tant Director for the Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is
the capital area’s umbrella agency for arts and culture
(www.tallahasseearts.org).

Mural
Continued from Page 1C

Pamela Z is a composer/performer and media artist
working with voice, live electronic processing, sam-
pled sound and video. A pioneer of live digital looping
techniques, she processes her voice in real-time to cre-
ate dense, complex sonic layers.

Her performances range from small concerts in gal-
leries to large-scale multimedia works in theaters and
concert halls. She also has a growing body of installa-
tion works using multi-channel sound and video.

Described as “America’s foremost new-music
group” by The New Yorker, the International Contem-
porary Ensemble has become a leading force in new
music throughout the past 20 years. The ensemble has
premiered more than 1,000 works and been a vehicle
for the workshop and performance of thousands of
works by student composers across the United States.

The ensemble performers are flutist Isabel Lepanto
Gleicher, bassoonist Rebekah Heller, clarinetist Josh-
ua Nathan Rubin, oboist Michelle Farah, saxophonist
Erin Rogers and percussionist Ross Karre.

The festival will stage six concerts as well as several
masterclasses and presentations. 

“I am grateful for the wonderful cooperation be-
tween committee members in selecting among a huge
number of musical submissions to create our concert
programs,” said Evan Jones, a Festival of New Music
committee member and program performer. “It is also
tremendously gratifying to experience the direct in-
volvement of so many faculty, staff, administrators
and students from across the College of Music, all
working together to make each festival a success.”

Pamela Z will collaborate with the Burgin String
Quartet, the college’s resident student quartet, to per-
form her piece “The Unraveling” at 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
Feb. 5 in Opperman Music Hall. 

“I feel very fortunate to be performing [the piece]
with the composer,” said Megumi Terry, violinist of the
Burgin Quartet and doctor of music student at FSU. “I
think it is such an engaging piece and the audience will
hear something really special.” 

New Music
Continued from Page 1C

SCHEDULE OF CONCERTS 
Feb. 3, 7:30 p.m. Opperman Music Hall 

Opening Concert 

Feb. 4, 11:15 a.m. Dohnányi Recital Hall 

Matinee Concert 

Feb. 4, 2 p.m. Opperman Music Hall 

Polymorphia Concert 

Feb. 4, 7:30 p.m. Opperman Music Hall 

Pamela Z and FSU Composers 

Feb. 5, 1 p.m. Dohnányi Recital Hall 

Electroacoustic Concert 

Feb. 5, 7:30 p.m. Opperman Music Hall 

International Contemporary Ensemble and Pamela Z 

All events are free and open to the public except for
the final concert at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 5, which will not be
livestreamed. For tickets and more information,
please visit tickets.music.fsu.edu and
music.fsu.edu/FNM. 

organization focused on creating healthier churches
and communities.
(August 2022) Dr. Darice E. Richard: Dr. Richard is a
Pharmacist Clinician who currently works as a Clinical
Governmental Consultant at Anthem/Ingenio Rx
Health Services. She is the recipient of the NAACP
James Hudson Humanitarian Award because of her
commitment to the chapter and the community. Dr.
Richard also serves as a board of director for many
organizations including Florida A&M University’s Col-
lege of Pharmacy & Pharmaceutical Sciences/ Institute
of Public Health.
(September 2022) Tracy A. Thomas, PT, DPT, PH.D.:
Dr. Thomas is the Director and a Professor of the Phys-
ical Therapy Research Program at Florida A&M Univer-
sity. She is the only African American with a PH.D in
Pharmaceutical Sciences and a Doctorate of Physical
Therapy in the nation.
(October 2022) Shairi R. Turner, M.D., M.P.H: Dr. Tur-
ner is the Chief Medical Officer of Crisis Text Line, a
nonprofit organization providing 24/7 help, support-
ing those in crisis. She is also a member of the Re-
search Faculty for Florida State University’s College of
Social Work.
(November 2022) Anika C. Fields, PH.D.: Dr. Fields is
the Director of Florida A&M University’s Office of
Counseling Services. She has been a volunteer with
the Special Olympics for over 25 years. She currently
serves as the accreditation site visit coordinator of the
International Accreditation of Counseling Services

(IACS).
(December 2022) Cynthia M. Harris PH.D.: Dr. Harris is
the Director and Professor of the Florida A&M Univer-
sity Institute of Public Health. She has over 25 years of
experience with community-based participatory re-
search, health disparities, and environmental toxicol-
ogy and risk assessment.
(January 2023) Lyndria N. Jones, MSN, RN: Jones is
an adjunct Nursing Instructor at Tallahassee Communi-
ty College and big influence in her community. Be-
cause of her passion for health education, she ob-
tained a grant from Leon County Coronavirus Vaccina-
tion Community Education and Engagement Task
Force to educate and decrease hesitancy of the CO-
VID-19 vaccine. She has also partnered with Second
Harvest Mobile Food Bank to distribute food in rural
communities around Tallahassee.
(President’s Honoree) Dr. A.J. Brickler III: Dr. Brickler
is a doctor of Gynecology and Obstetrics at North
Florida Women’s Care in Tallahassee. He is board certi-
fied in Obstetrics and Gynecology and is a Fellow of
the American College of Obstetrics and Gynecology.
Dr. Brickler has an extensive background in medicine
including, being recognized by Consumers Research
Council of America as one of “America’s Top Ob/Gyn’s”. 
(Student Highlight) Samuel Omeke: Omeke is a sec-
ond-year Tallahassee Community College student that
has taken advantage of every opportunity to advance
his college career, including becoming chapter presi-
dent of Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society. He was re-
cently selected to serve as a Writing Champion, a
scholarship tutoring program for students enrolled in
composition courses. Omeke plans on transferring to
the University of South Florida to major in biomedical
engineering. 
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