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One of artist Kenny Maguire murals. Maguire has a new exhibit, “Alternate
Realities,” at Tallahassee Community College’s Fine Art Gallery. PROVIDED

A
rtist Kenny Maguire negotiates

time and space with a tangible

and digital paintbrush. His

unique take on the world is informed by his 40 years as a

painter and muralist. h Maguire’s newest exhibit, “Alternate Realities,”

at Tallahassee Community College’s Fine Art Gallery gives viewers an

entirely new perspective on how art can intersect with the metaverse,

and what stories can be told across dimensions. 

“Moving forward where everything is
so cold and hard edged, we have to hold
onto nature, art, music, and organic
things,” says Maguire. “I’m a big fan of
the digital, but we can’t lose track of the
organic, which is why I’m trying to
bridge that. That’s why I’m painting half
on canvas and half digitally, because I
want to keep one foot in our reality while
exploring the other one.” 

Maguire’s larger-than-life artistic
style has left its imprint on many Talla-
hassee locales, including Railroad
Square. His mural, “Alice in Wonder-
land,” sprawls across the Breezeway
Markets — a fantasy painted in blues,
yellows, and greens that is grounded by
its engagement with Black history and
inclusivity. 

If he had to subscribe to a singular
category, Maguire says he aligns himself
with the impressionism movement. He

is always nudging his subject matter
into more fantastical versions of reality,
and had his eyes opened wide when he
received his first virtual reality headset
one year ago.

The QR dimension
Amanda Sieradzki | Council on Culture & Arts

See REALITIES, Page 3C

If you go
What: Alternate Realities: Kenny
Maguire 

When: 12:30-4:30 p.m., Monday-Fridays
until Feb. 10 

Where: Tallahassee Community College
Fine Art Gallery, 444 Appleyard Drive 

Cost: Free and open to the public 

Contact: For more information, call
850-201-9889. 

Maguire 

‘Alternate Realities’ flies into focus at TCC exhibit

Kenny Maguire completed his first three-dimensional digital piece just eight months ago. He has an “Alternate Realities,” exhibit at Tallahassee Community College’s
Fine Art Gallery. PROVIDED
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We’re still getting to know you.
It’s a sweet sixteen year for the Talla-

hassee Democrat’s 25 Women You Need
to Know tradition. A generation of ded-
icated, talented and altruistic women
have grown up or moved to town since
we started in 2006.

Please help us meet them by sending
in your nominations today. The woman
or girl you admire could be your daugh-
ter’s teacher, your mother’s nurse or
your sister’s coach.

We want to know about the many
generous women and girls who have
been busy keeping the good work going
in Tallahassee despite coronavirus and
the delta and omicron variants of the
last two years. It’s time to recognize
them.

Tallahassee’s 25 Women Class of
2021 was honored virtually with a Face-
book Live awards ceremony Nov. 16 on

the Tallahassee Democrat’s Facebook
page. Check out past winners at
tallahassee.com/life/25women/.

Entering its 16th year, the Tallahassee
Democrat has honored more than 375
women and young women for their out-
standing work in making our communi-
ty a better place to live. But there are still
many women and young women de-
serving of the “25 Women You Need to
Know, 5 Young Women to Watch” honor.

Each year, nominations are submit-
ted by friends, spouses, children, co-
workers or just admirers of women and
young women who are passionate about
making positive changes in the lives of
others and our community. 

The award celebrates women who
have not only achieved success in their
careers but have gone above and beyond
outside of their profession to take on
leadership roles in the community or by
giving of their time and talent to volun-
teer and provide public service.

25 Women for 2022: Nominate new group of achievers
From Staff Reports
Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

The 25
Women
You Need
to Know
and 5
Young
Women
to Watch
for 2021.
SPECIAL TO

THE

DEMOCRAT 

See WOMEN, Page 3C
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It was so Logan Roy. 
In October, as Scottish Emmy-win-

ning actor Brian Cox’s memoir was re-
leased in the U.K, portions were revealed
to be worthy of the “Succession” star’s
bombastic media titan and biting Roy
family patriarch. 

Johnny Depp was labeled “overrated,”
action star Steven Seagal called “ludi-
crous in real life,” and Edward Norton “a
nice lad but a bit of a pain in the arse be-
cause he fancies himself a writer-direc-
tor.” 

As Cox’s memoir, “Putting the Rabbit
in the Hat” (Grand Central, 352 pp., out
now) hits U.S. shelves, Cox has diplo-
matically written an addendum that will
be included in the still-unscheduled pa-
perback addition.

“There were certain things I wanted to
clarify as I was accused of being disre-
spectful,” Cox says. “It should be an on-
going conversation. Maybe I will write
Part 2 of this book where I examine more
in my life.”

Until then, “Rabbit in the Hat,” written
while Cox was filming the third “Succes-
sion” season, will have to suffice. The
conversational, unfiltered tome covers
Cox’s rise from poverty to Royal Shake-
speare Company stage actor sharing the
stage with Laurence Olivier to John Giel-
gud with screen appearances from
“Braveheart” to “X2: X-Men United.”

Cox discussed some memorable
memoir moments:

Logan Roy was not meant to
survive ‘Succession’ Season 1

Cox says that in initial talks with
“Succession” producers, including cre-
ator Jesse Armstrong, Logan Roy was
supposed to “a one-season part.”

“That was the plan,” Cox says. “But
when I brought that up later, that idea
was quickly crushed. It was clearly going
to be more than one season.”

So Roy recovered from his Season 1
stroke as the show’s creators and fans,
and Cox himself, fell in love with the

bombastic character. Keeping Roy alive
also provides needed story tension that
propels the drama.

“If you think about, as the title sug-
gests, it’s got to be about Logan trying to
find his successor,” Cox says. “Once he’s
gone, there’s no problem.”

Show writers have made clear the
similarities between Cox and Roy, in-
cluding sharing the Scottish hometown
of Dundee: (“I thought that was a weird
thing to do,” he says). Cox feels little in
common with the “tragic” figure, “the ab-
solute antithesis of who I am.”

“I’m a socialist, anti-capitalist, all
things Logan abhors,” Cox says. “If Lo-
gan met me, he wouldn’t stand me for
two minutes.”

Cox turned down 
‘Game of Thrones’

Cox says he turned down HBO’s
“Game of Thrones” one-season offer,
which featured a dramatic death. Timing
also played a factor in Cox passing on
doomed King Robert Baratheon; Mark
Addy took the part and was gored to
death by a boar. In the memoir, Cox
cheekily writes he Googled to recall who
took the part.

“I knew it was Mark Addy that played

it. But when I was writing that, for the life
of me I couldn’t remember who it was.
I’m at the stage where I do lose names.”

While he missed out on the “GOT”
success and fortune, Cox says he “loved”
the HBO series.

“It was a great show,” says Cox, who
worked with co-creator David Benioff in
2004’s “Troy.”

Cox was overlooked in ‘Harry
(expletive) Potter’ franchise

In his tome, Cox playfully ponders
why so many of his revered acting con-
temporaries landed roles in the franchise
he jokingly calls “Harry (expletive) Pot-
ter.” 

“It was kind of weird, really,” says Cox,
who figures the part he might have
played was Mad-Eye Moody, portrayed
by Brendan Gleeson onscreen. He’s still
not sure how he missed out on all eight
movies.

“It’s a hard lesson to learn, but an
agent of mine once told me, ‘You know
Brian, not everybody likes you,’ ” says
Cox, who insists he simply expresses his
opinions. “But you could see people dis-
cussing it and saying: ‘What about Brian
Cox? And then, ‘No, he’s a bit difficult.’
It’s absolute bollocks, but there you go.

I’m the easiest person in the world to
work with.”

He was the OG big-screen 
Hannibal Lecter 

“Succession” fans now stop Cox on
the street to request Logan Roy swears.
Before the show, fans would ask the Cox
to repeat lines from 1986’s “Manhunter,”
the first screen appearance of author
Thomas Harris’ cannibalistic Dr. Hanni-
bal Lecter. “It’s a fantastic role,” Cox says.
“The thing about Lecter is don’t oversell
him. Let him be his mysterious self.”

Cox was never approached for Jona-
than Demme’s 1991 drama “The Silence
of the Lambs,” in which Anthony Hop-
kins played Dr. Lecter to an Oscar and
screen villain immortality. Cox hasn’t
broached Lecter with his friend Hopkins.

“We discuss many things, but that
doesn’t come into the conversation, and
quite right too.” 

Cox jokes that he got “my revenge” di-
recting Demme in a 2000 episode of
HBO’s “Oz.”

“I had to tell (Demme) not to look into
the camera, ‘That’s something we don’t
do as actors,’ ” Cox says, laughing. “That
sort of joking. But he was so considerate
and nice. And he had brilliant vision. It’s
a pretty fantastic film.”

Book’s addendum 
mends celebrity fences

In Cox’s two-page memoir adden-
dum, the author concedes he was “a bit
harsh and sometimes too hasty for my
own good, appearing somewhat glib at
times” when discussing fellow actors.

He comments on Depp’s “loyal and
powerful fan base (which I have often
borne the brunt of),” noting that Depp
“has the gifts of a great silent screen
player.” Norton has become a writer-di-
rector and “showed his worth with his
excellent creation ‘Motherless Brook-
lyn.’ ” Seagal is not mentioned.

Cox ends the addendum noting his
wife of two decades, Nicole Ansari (his
third marriage). “She has been my rock,”
he writes.

Brian Cox rethinks ‘Rabbit’ memoir after fur flies
Bryan Alexander 
USA TODAY

Brian Cox as Logan Roy in “Succession,” a role that was supposed to be a
one-season gig. DAVID M. RUSSELL/HBO

We are looking for those women
whose passion is making Tallahassee
the best place for all of us to live while
still achieving professionally. 

Previous honorees include business-
women, state representatives, a Florida
Supreme Court Justice, attorneys, edu-
cators and volunteers and more.

Their public service ranges from
starting organizations to helping girls
and teenagers to organizing AIDS walks
to volunteering with local homeless and
domestic abuse groups to serving on the
boards of numerous civic, nonprofit and
charity groups.

Just as important as honoring this
year’s 25 Women You Need to Know, is
finding the 5 Young Women to Watch.
These high school age girls are on the
way to change not only our community,
but the world. 

They give of their time and talents to
others and still manage to succeed in
sports or other extracurricular activities
while maintaining their impressive
GPA’s.

Once all the nominations are in on
Feb. 15 at 5 p.m., the judges take on the
challenging task of finding the best of
the best. Check out past winners at 

So, take a moment and go to data.
tallahassee.com/nominate-25-women
and fill out the short nomination form.
Your nomination form matters, so make

sure you detail all of the great volunteer
and community service work she has
contributed. Show the judges though
your words, what an asset she is to Tal-
lahassee.

Throughout March — Women’s His-
tory Month — the Democrat will publish
individual profiles on the 30 chosen
women and 5 young women in the
newspaper and on Tallahassee.com.

Nominate someone today. The dead-
line is Feb. 15.

Women
Continued from Page 1C

Three-dimensional freedom

Messing around in the paint program
that was installed on the device, Ma-
guire completed his first three-dimen-
sional digital piece just eight months
ago. After consulting multiple online
videos for guidance, he added new skills
to his repertoire and steadily grew his
body of digital work. 

“I was amazed to see that when you
light something in the computer you
don’t have to mix colors or simulate
light, you can just flip a button and it will
give you a light to shade your models,”
explains Maguire, who says the learning
curve was greatly aided by his own ar-
tistic intuition. “Before, computer art
looked painstakingly hard, but having
my analog art experience does translate
into digital art. I was amazed to find how
easy it was.” 

Maguire says he has been an artist
since he was old enough to hold a pencil.
He grew up drawing and painting in
Youngstown, Ohio, and completed his
first mural before he was 10 years old.
His grandfather volunteered his talents
to paint a logo on the side of a local res-
taurant. The job was his first experience
with the medium, and one he never for-
got. “Growing up, we were very poor and
I had pencils and pens from school but
no extra art supplies,” says Maguire.
“When that restaurant owner bought
me paint to paint the side of his wall, I
was instantly hooked. I just had more
fun than I’d ever had in my young life
and convinced myself that was what I
was going to spend the rest of my life do-
ing.” 

Large-scale projects 

With a clear direction, Maguire con-
tinued painting murals and got a job at
age 15 at a local newspaper as a compos-
ing artist. He attended Kent State Uni-

versity and has completed a variety of
large-scale community projects over
the course of his career. Maguire carved
a veteran’s monument out of granite in
upstate New York and etched glass for a
courthouse in Ohio. 

Typically, his subject matter will in-
form what media he uses for any partic-
ular art piece, whether it’s a sculpture,
mural, or painting. Oftentimes his ideas
will come from looking at a stretch of
canvas, or he will find inspiration in his
everyday surroundings. When it comes
to traversing the terrain between two-
dimensional and three-dimensional art,
Maguire has embraced the technical
challenges of each. 

“The beautiful thing about the meta-
verse is that it defies the laws of space
and gravity,” says Maguire. “For an art-
ist, that’s a coup because you can do
anything you want. You don’t have to
follows those rules of physics, and if
you’re willing to go there in your mind, it
opens the doors up creatively. The tools

we have available now as artists, there’s
nothing you can’t create now.”

Stretching the limits 
with a QR code

For “Alternate Realities,” Maguire has
stretched the limits, quite literally pixel
by pixel, for what viewers can experi-
ence in these hybrid works. Each two-
dimensional canvas in the gallery has a
QR code that can be scanned by a cell
phone, bringing the three-dimensional
modeling to life on the screen.

The centerpiece of the show is a
painting of Maguire’s wife that is slowly
assembled as silver puzzle pieces float
through the air and fit together on the
wall. 

Another piece, titled “Stardust,” was
inspired by an extraterrestrial encoun-
ter Maguire had while staying at a hotel
in New Mexico. Right off of Route 66, he
looked to the sky and saw what he be-
lieves was an unidentified aerial object. 

For the augmented reality painting in
the show, viewers can see what he saw
— a UFO zipping through the night sky
above his two-dimensional canvas of
the hotel. Maguire was excited to have
that particular piece rendered in all
three dimensions using the virtual reali-
ty headset during the opening recep-
tion.

Beyond being a platform for these
out-of-this-world artistic experiences,
Maguire feels fulfilled as an artist when
he’s able to elicit a visceral reaction
from viewers. 

“I have a genuine, pure love for art
and for what it does,” says Maguire. “I
think art is a powerful thing for the hu-
man race. When we make art, whether it
be music, paintings, or acting, it is good
for your soul.”

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella
agency for arts and culture (www.talla-
hasseearts.org).
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Kenny Maguire,, who recently began experimenting with digital art, has a new exhibit, “Alternate Realities,” at Tallahassee
Community College’s Fine Art Gallery. PROVIDED


