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TLHLIFE

The pause brought on by the COVID-19 pan-
demic in early 2020 became one of the most pro-
ductive times for photographer Todd Bertolaet.

Always captivated by the St. Marks Wildlife
Refuge, he found solace walking the trails during
quarantine and taking in north Florida’s unique
landscapes from behind his panoramic camera
lens. 

For Bertolaet, these excursions marked a re-
turn to a series he be-
gan in 1987, capturing
the vistas and water-
ways of the refuge
and the Hickory
Mound Impound-
ment about 30 miles
southeast of St.
Marks on Apalachee
Bay. These images
were originally in-
cluded in his mono-
graph titled “Cres-
cent Rivers” pub-
lished in 1998 by The
University Press of
Florida. 

“My three daugh-
ters grew up in the ca-
noe I took when I was
photographing the St.
Marks River and Wa-
cissa River for what
ended up being my
monograph,” remem-

bers Bertolaet. “For me, it has been about going
out, seeing things, and being captivated by light,
patterns, and textures. There’s a drive to photo-
graph that or to recreate that.”

A RAY OF LIGHT 

Todd Bertolaet has 40 photos on display in St. Marks Revisited at the Artport Gallery through March. TODD BERTOLAET

St. Marks Revisited:
Pandemic launched
photographer’s 
return to the wild

Todd Bertolaet, a retired professor of photography from The School of Journalism and
Graphic Communication at Florida A&M University, revisits St. Marks National Wildlife Refuge
in new exhibit. TODD BERTOLAET

If you go
What: St. Marks Revisited 

When: 8 a.m.-11:30 p.m.,
Sunday-Saturday through March
28 

Where: Artport Gallery, 3300
Capital Circle SW 

Cost: Free and open to the
public 

Contact: For more information,
visit coca.tallahasseearts.org.
These works can be seen
virtually in COCA’s Online Gallery
at
cocaonlinegallery.zenfolio.com.
For more on Todd Bertolaet,
please visit
toddbertolaetphotography.com.

For St. Marks Revisited, Todd Bertolaet used a panoramic camera, which he describes as a
brick with a toilet paper roll stuck through the middle. TODD BERTOLAET

Todd Bertolaet’s St. Marks Revisited exhibit will showcase 40 images from this series at the
Artport Gallery, open now through March 28. PROVIDED

See BERTOLAET, Page 2C

Walt Disney World is not what it used
to be. It never is.

“The Most Magical Place on Earth” is
constantly evolving, but some critics say
it’s heading in the wrong direction.

“The current CEO and upper manage-
ment has put more attention into movies
and Disney+. The parks, which were
once so magical, have suffered,” said Ty-
ler Rosenke, who lives about an hour
away in New Smyrna Beach, Florida. He
estimates he’s visited roughly 500 times
over the past 50 years. “For me and many
others, the Disney magic is gone.”

Walt Disney World responded by
pointing to their more than 50-year
“track record for delivering an amazing
guest experience.”

“We are always listening to our guests
when we make decisions about what to
do next and continue to make significant

investments across every corner of Walt
Disney World Resort,” a parks statement
said.

More than 90,000 people have signed
a petition to fire Walt Disney Co. CEO Bob
Chapek, blaming him for a host of pain
points, from price increases to the way
ride reservations work to how cast mem-
bers interact with guests, but other long-
time fans are quick to point out that “the
magic is still there” and the experience is
what you make of it.

“Yes, there have been some changes
made to how Disney works,” said Emma
Barbour, who was on one of the first
flights to Orlando, Florida, from Man-
chester, England, when U.S. borders
reopened to international tourists for
nonessential travel in November. “But
we haven’t let that dampen our spirits.
Walking down Main Street on our first
day was just magical.”

Magic may fade, but not for all fans
Eve Chen
USA TODAY

“The Most Magical Place on Earth” is constantly evolving, but some critics say
it’s heading in the wrong direction. MATT STROSHANESee MAGIC, Page 3C
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Amernet String Quartet
Sunday, January 23, 2022

Opperman Hall
4:00 p.m.
Also available as
livestream or video.
Tickets: 850-445-1616
www.theartistseries.org

2C | SUNDAY, JANUARY 16, 2022 | TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

TD-GCI0731582-24

2522 Capital Cir Ne, Ste 14
Tallahassee, FL 32305
www.FunSeas.com

ATTENTION LUXURY CRUISERS
You and a guest are cordially invited to a

Viking Appreciation Dinner
Hosted by Viking River & Ocean Cruises

with special Past Passenger Discounts and Benefits
Monday, Jan 24th at 12 pm OR 6 pm

at Holiday Cruises & Tours

To receive your invitation
Please visit www.funseas.com/Viking

or give call us at (850)386-7327

You MUST have an invitation to attend. Space is limited.

UPCOMING TRAVEL PRESENTATIONS

RSVP is required to attend
Please visit www.funseas.com/rsvp or give us a call at (850) 386-7327

Join Holiday Cruises & Tours for our IN-PERSON presentations!
If you prefer, you have the option to join VIRTUALLY.

Presentations start at 6:00 PM

Experience the Passion Play
Thursday, January 20th

All About Alaska Night
Tuesday, February 1st

Join Art Myers on a Greek Isles Hosted Cruise
Thursday, February 3rd

Discover Europe with Trafalgar
Tuesday, February 8th

What's New with AmaWaterways
Thursday, February 17th

Opera singer Marilyn
Horne is 88. Singer Bar-
bara Lynn is 80. Country
singer Ronnie Milsap is
79. Singer Katherine An-
derson Schaffner of The
Marvelettes is 78. Coun-
try singer Jim Stafford is

78. Director John Carpenter (“Hallow-
een” films) is 74. Actor-dancer Debbie
Allen is 72. Singer Maxine Jones of En
Vogue is 63. Singer Sade is 63. Singer-

songwriter Jill Sobule is 63. Bassist
Paul Webb of Talk Talk is 60. Actor Da-
vid Chokachi (“Baywatch”) is 54. Co-
median Jonathan Mangum (“Whose
Line Is It Anyway,” “The Drew Carey
Show”) is 51. Actor Richard T. Jones
(“The Rookie,” “Judging Amy”) is 50. Ac-
tor Josie Davis (“Beverly Hills 90210”)
is 49. Supermodel Kate Moss is 49. Ac-
tor-playwright Lin-Manuel Miranda
(“Mary Poppins Returns,” “Hamilton”)
is 43. 

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Miranda

Today is Sunday, Jan.
16, the 16th day of 2022.
There are 349 days left
in the year. 

On this date in: 
27 B.C.: Caesar Au-

gustus was declared the
first Emperor of the Ro-
man Empire by the Sen-
ate.

1865: Union Maj.
Gen. William T. Sher-
man decreed that
400,000 acres of land in
the South would be di-
vided into 40-acre lots
and given to former
slaves. (The order, later
revoked by President
Andrew Johnson, is be-
lieved to have inspired
the expression, “Forty
acres and a mule.”) 

1912: A day before
reaching the South Pole,
British explorer Robert
Scott and his expedition
found evidence that
Roald Amundsen of
Norway and his team
had gotten there ahead
of them. 

1920: Prohibition be-
gan in the United States
as the 18th Amendment
to the U.S. Constitution
took effect, one year to
the day after its ratifica-
tion. (It was later re-
pealed by the 21st
Amendment.) 

TODAY IN
HISTORY

40 images in St. Marks Revisited 

Between October 2020 and April 2021, Bertolaet
uncovered new interpretations of his surroundings
with his Noblex 35mm panorama camera and Kentm-
ere 400 B&W 35mm film. His St. Mark’s Revisited ex-
hibit will showcase 40 images from this series at the
Artport Gallery, open now through March 28. These
works can also be accessed virtually by visiting CO-
CA’s Online Gallery. 

“I went down to St. Mark’s to get out because every-
body was told you can’t go anywhere, you have to quar-
antine, but you can be out in nature,” says Bertolaet.
“When I got down to the refuge there were more people
there in the last three years than I’ve witnessed in 30
years. Once you get a quarter mile onto the trails
though you have the whole place to yourself. I thought,
‘this is great, this is what I’m going to do.’ That’s why I
revisited it.” 

Bertolaet is a retired professor of photography from
The School of Journalism and Graphic Communica-
tion at Florida A&M University. During his tenure, he
was awarded a John Simon Guggenheim Foundation
Memorial Fellowship along with three Individual Art-
ist Fellowships from The State of Florida, Division of
Cultural Affairs. His work has been exhibited in over
200 hundred juried, invitational, group and solo exhi-
bitions. 

Learning from grandfather

Bertolaet has been behind a camera since 1971 when
he took his first photography class in high school. He
was inspired by his grandfather, who had been a
small-town doctor, and was made the head of public
health over two Wisconsin counties.

Bertolaet recalls being taken along to various town
events, and his grandfather always had his camera
equipment handy. 

“During that time period when I was a kid there was
all the vaccinations that were going on, and of course
he was in charge of that,” recalls Bertolaet, who even-
tually inherited his grandfather’s equipment. “He’d
take his camera with him and photograph the measles
vaccinations leading up to the polio vaccinations. I’ve
got tons of (photo) negatives of kids getting vaccinated
in schools. No one thought anything of it. They were
being patriotic.” 

In spite of his guidance counselors who cautioned
against a career in the arts, Bertolaet attended Utah
State University to simultaneously study fine arts and
commercial photography. During graduate school, he
fell into teaching and decided to get his K-12 teaching
certificate. 

Students came first

When he was designing the program at FAMU, Ber-

tolaet was resolved to provide a multi-dimensional
program situated within the School of Journalism, and
include classes in portraiture, commercial illustration,
black and white photography, and more.

He’s proud to have had former graduates flourish
and eventually become photography professors and
program coordinators at several colleges and universi-
ties. 

“During my 38 years of teaching, it was about my
students first, and then photography later,” says Ber-
tolaet. “It’s not about subject matter. It’s about your
students.” 

As a practitioner, Bertolaet always remains open to
several types of subject matter. He’s photographed
city squares throughout the southeast, and more re-
cently has decided to focus closer to home, photo-
graphing Gaines Street and Tallahassee’s downtown.

However, the intricacies of Florida’s outdoor land-
scapes remain a strong draw. 

Best of old and new

When developing his film, Bertolaet uses the Agfa
Rodinal formula, a liquid black-and-white film devel-
oper, which dates back to 1890s. Since the manufac-
turer no longer exists, he creates the solution from
scratch. Bertolaet enjoys utilizing the best of all worlds
however, and will also scan his photographs into com-
puter programs to digitally edit and print them. 

For St. Mark’s Revisited, Bertolaet used a panoram-
ic camera, which he describes as a brick with a toilet
paper roll stuck through the middle — there are slits at
both ends, so that when the camera is rotated, it ex-
poses the film to capture vast horizons.

Bertolaet is most proud of a vertical image he was
able to capture in this series, which he believes encap-
sulates Florida’s true nature. 

“I’ve been trying to do it successfully for years,” says
Bertolaet. “In this photograph I have the ferns in the
foreground and they’re down where my toes would be
right at the bottom of that photograph. When it ex-
posed, it worked its way up to the treetops above me.
That’s what I’ve been trying to do because the Florida
landscape is so packed, it’s so primordial. I wanted to
get something that really shows how the Florida land-
scape is so macro, and what’s going on in the big pic-
ture.”

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature writer for the
Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital area’s
umbrella agency for arts and culture (www.tallahas-
seearts.org). 

Bertolaet
Continued from Page 1C

Todd Bertolaet’s Hickory Mound shot captures
everything from ferns to pine trees.

When developing his film, Bertolaet

uses the Agfa Rodinal formula, a liquid

black-and-white film developer, which

dates back to 1890s. Since the manu-

facturer no longer exists, he creates

the solution from scratch. 


