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Some of us prefer Christmas music on the pensive side, with

wistful lyrics about dusky snowfalls and memories. It’s not

joy being sought, but permission to wallow in melancholy. h

Others relish the frisky sounds of sleigh bells and cascades

of horns that embellish so many holiday classics. The season

doesn’t go into effect until they’ve literally rocked around the

Christmas tree. h There just might be a Christmas song for

all tastes – jolly to melancholy – so corralling them into one

list is not only futile, but impossible. h Still, we try. h Our

Christmas guide touches on classic and current artists with

rock, country, R&B and straight-up pop. Maybe you’ll find

something to add to holiday cheer … or prompt a tear.

1. ‘Have Yourself a Merry Little
Christmas,’ Judy Garland

Songwriters Hugh Martin and Ralph
Blane have said the first version they
wrote for Garland’s film “Meet Me In St.
Louis” was so sad, she wouldn’t sing it.
Good to know that this is the happy ver-
sion.

2. ‘All I Want for Christmas
Is You,’ Mariah Carey

It sounded like a classic upon its arriv-
al, and it’s still the most delightful induc-
tee in the hall of modern Christmas
songs.

3. ‘Last Christmas,’ Wham! 

George Michael’s melancholy lyrics as
he laments a fizzled romance might ini-
tially seem like a downer. But instead, the
combination of a satiny melody and his
eventual hopefulness keeps us cheering.

4. ‘Tennessee Christmas,’ 
Amy Grant

The lead track from Grant’s 1983 “A
Christmas Album” is not only a musical
warm embrace but a beautiful ballad
steeped in nostalgia. 

5. ‘Peace on Earth/Little Drummer
Boy,’ David Bowie and Bing Crosby

Not the most obvious pairing on paper,
but the respect between the glam rocker
and the crooner is palpable and the magic
between them is undeniable.

6. ‘Christmas (Baby Please Come
Home),’ Darlene Love

We still miss the nearly three-decade
tradition of Love belting out this classic
on David Letterman’s late-night show.

Melissa Ruggieri | USA TODAY

25 OF THE BEST CHRISTMAS
SONGS TO GET YOU INTO THE

HOLIDAY SPIRIT

See CHRISTMAS, Page 2C

Left to right: Whitney Houston, Nat King Cole, Judy Garland and George Michael. 
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“Chestnuts roasting on an open fire….
Jack Frost nipping at your nose…” Nat
King Cole’s honeyed voice came pouring
from the radio like maple sugar one Christ-
mastime in Miami.

It was headed to 90 degrees and the
palm trees swayed. But for me, in one in-
stant, with the lyrics and the soothing or-
chestra back-up, I was whisked off to Ver-
mont, snow flurries, and hot chocolate on
a cozy afternoon. It was the music — at-
tached to a memory — that held the magic.

Even though science tells us that in the
ranking of the senses and how each can
connect us with a memory or a feeling, the
sense of hearing ranks last beneath smell,
taste, sight, and touch. It is, nevertheless,
when it is associated with music that
sound seems exquisitely poised to cue
mental impressions of long ago.

We know that individuals with demen-
tia and the loss of many other means of
communicating are able to sing complete
lyrics to songs they’ve once known, able to
hum intricate symphonic melodies, and
appear emotionally animated within the
music. 

And so it is that the Tallahassee Demo-
crat began to think about the songs, the
hymns, the seasonal ditties that those in
Tallahassee are humming to themselves
this year —and what memories their mu-
sical earworms might be conjuring up. We
decided to ask a few. 

Music of the
season brings
memories to life
for Tallahassee
residents 
Marina Brown
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See MUSIC, Page 2C

Artist Dan Duggar rents studio space
at the Jefferson Arts Gallery. While he’s
primarily worked in pencil drawings over
the course of his 72 years, he now has his
sights set on oil painting for 5 to 6 days a
week. He subscribes to the belief that you
must put 10,000 hours of practice into
anything that you want to master. 

Duggar has possessed a natural knack
for drawing since he was a young boy. Al-
though his life and work often put art on
hold, he’s looking forward to re-dedicat-
ing himself to becoming an artist and
making an impact in Jefferson County.
He wants to start with the “Homespun
Holiday Ornament Show and Sale,” a free
event at the gallery happening now
through Jan. 5. 

“I always admire parents who put chil-

dren in art classes and provide them with
what they need and support them
through all of that,” says Duggar. “My
goal is to help the Jefferson Arts Gallery
to become better known with hopefully
some way to reach out to children. I think
it’s real important that children who have
an innate talent have an outlet to develop
it.” 

Duggar describes the house he was
born in as a “two-room shack” with no
running water in the coal fields of Ken-
tucky. His parents were from the Depres-
sion era and believed in receiving a good
education above all else. However, he
said that didn’t stop his mother from pro-
viding him with paper, pencil and her un-
wavering support. 

Art put on hold

While art was not at the top of his par-

ents’ list of ideal professions, Duggar’s
drawing skills drew the attention of his
teachers from the time he was in first
grade. By the time he was 8 years old,
Duggar was tuning to artist John Gnagy
— “Television’s Original Art Teacher” —
to learn perspective, composition, and
value. In high school, Duggar’s art was
published in two national magazines.

As Duggar readied himself to attend
art school, the Vietnam War drafted him
into the military in 1967. 

“That knocked a dent in the art career
for a while,” remarks Duggar, who fol-
lowed up his service with 30 years of ro-
deoing and contemporary cowboy work
in Texas. “I decided 15 years ago that I
was going to rededicate myself to art.” 

It was only natural that the subject
matter that emerged on the paper would 

Artist’s drawings find a place at Homespun Holiday sale
Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

“Courage and Dignity,” by Dan Duggar
ROBERT COPPER

See DUGGAR, Page 2C
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7. ‘The Christmas Song,’ Nat King Cole

Perhaps the song is a tad overplayed, but the holi-
day season doesn’t officially arrive until we hear Cole’s
pure, dreamy baritone.

8. ‘Christmas Wrapping,’ The Waitresses

Otherwise best known for their New Wave hit, “I
Know What Boys Like,” The Waitresses dropped this
dose of awesome storytelling in 1981.

9. ‘Do You Hear What I Hear,’ Whitney Houston

That soaring voice and that impeccable delivery
that always sounded effortless equate to a worthy
keepsake of Houston’s potency.

10. ‘Wonderful Christmastime,’ Paul McCartney

Filled with a sprightly chorus and a melodic bass
line, this solo hit recorded during McCartney’s ses-
sions for his “McCartney II” album exemplifies his own
consistent cheer.

11. ‘Celebrate Me Home,’ Kenny Loggins

A song for any season with its sentiment of longing
to be somewhere familiar.

12. ‘Santa Claus Is Comin’ to Town,’ Bruce
Springsteen and The E Street Band

This sinewy rock version was recorded by the band
in 1975 at a show in New York and remains a live favor-
ite.

13. ‘Grown-up Christmas List,’ Natalie Cole

Written by David Foster and Linda Thompson-Jen-
ner, the sweet ballad is a vital gut check every holiday
season.

14. ‘Same Old Lang Syne,’ Dan Fogelberg

If you don’t melt at Fogelberg’s delicately rendered
line, “as I turned to make my way back home, the
snow… turned into rain,” then we’re very sorry you are
not in possession of a heart.

15. ‘I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus,’ The
Jackson 5

The vocals of Michael Jackson and his brothers and
the unfettered glee in the 1970 arrangement are undi-
minished.

16. ‘Santa Baby,’ Eartha Kitt

Considered controversial in 1953. Let that sink in.

17. ‘Happy X-mas (War is Over),’ John Lennon
and Yoko Ono and The Plastic Ono Band

An anti-war song that is devoid of typical holiday
sentimentality, the swooping anthem has nonetheless
become an annual necessity. 

18. ‘Do They Know It’s Christmas,’ Band Aid

Oft-maligned now, but there can be no denying the
incredible feat Bob Geldof executed to corral some of
the U.K.’s finest – from Bono to Bowie, Duran Duran to
George Michael – all in the name of charity.

19. ‘Silent Night,’ Kelly Clarkson, Reba
McEntire, Trisha Yearwood

Though usually best appreciated in hushed ver-

sions, the glorious vocalizing of this trio captivates.

20. ‘Gloria (Angels We Have Heard on High),’
Michael W. Smith

An underrated maestro whose piano and synthe-
sizer compositions are consistently emotional and tri-
umphant.

21. ‘White Christmas,’ Bing Crosby

The Irving Berlin standard, written for the 1942 film
“Holiday Inn,” won an Academy Award for best origi-
nal song at the 15th annual ceremony.

22. ‘Winter Wonderland,’ Jason Mraz

It might not be the most popular version of the
jaunty 1934 song (that honor goes to Perry Como and
later, Eurythmics). But Mraz’s unique vocal stylings
are the most memorable.

23. ‘The Twelve Days of Christmas,’ John
Denver and The Muppets

The endearing folkie’s vocal quirks are appealing
enough, but add in the contributions of Fozzie Bear,
Miss Piggy and Kermit and resistance is futile.

24. ‘Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer,’ Gene
Autry

A singalong directed at children, yet who among us
hasn’t gotten swept up in that chorus?

25. ‘I’ll Be Home for Christmas,’ Josh Groban

Written as a tribute to soldiers overseas who yearn
to be with their families at Christmas, the original by
Bing Crosby is the standard-bearer. 

But Groban admirably communicates the song’s
deep poignancy. 

Christmas
Continued from Page 1C
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GLENN MILLER ORCHESTRA

Monday, January 24th, 2022, 7PM
TCC Turner Hall

444 Appleyard Drive, Tallahassee, FL 32304
Reserved Ticket Prices: $29-$43

Purchase at:

www.eventbrite.com
Call 321-441-9135 ext 2 for Group Sales

Though this year there may be fewer
public settings where we hear Christmas
music played, surprisingly, people in
their 60s, 70s, and 80s will likely be able
to identify most of 2021’s Top Ten Christ-
mas Song list.

‘Jingle Bells’ and ‘Ave Maria’ 

Writer Rhett DeVane says she has
loved “Jingle Bells” from childhood, find-
ing it easy to play on the piano and help-
ing her conjure pictures of dashing
through the snow on a sleigh… so far from
North Florida. She added “Ave Maria” as
an adult to her favorite Christmas music.
“I still recall the sense of awe and wonder
it evoked.”

‘It Came Upon A Midnight Clear’

“Vivid images of harps of gold and an-
gels bending near the earth” as heard in It
“Came Upon a Midnight Clear” have re-
mained with David Wheeler since he
was a boy. “…a cold, starry night, peace
and goodwill to men… it is a glorious song
of old!”

‘Grandma Got Run Over by a
Reindeer’

Grayal Earle Farr remembers a local
radio disc jockey who upon being fired
around Christmas, took revenge by barri-
cading himself in the station studio and
playing “Grandma Got Run Over by a
Reindeer” on continuous loop for hours.
“People who’d never heard of that station
tuned in!”

‘I’ll Be Home for Christmas,’
‘Celebrate Me Home’

Geoffrey Brown waxes nostalgic
when he hears “I’ll Be Home for Christ-
mas,” reminding him of a friend’s father
who’s served in World War II and who
teared up each time he heard it. Kenny
Loggins’ “Celebrate Me Home” reminds
Brown of missing his own home when
away at college.

‘Silent Night’

Pat Stanford and Pat McVety re-
member beautiful carols sung in German
and in Latin. Singing in choirs since
childhood, Stanford remembers candle-
light a cappella voices singing “Stille
Nacht, Heilige Nacht” (Silent Night), and
for McVety, lifting her voice with “O
Come All Ye Faithful” in Latin is her fa-
vorite childhood memory.

Bruce Ballister, another writer, used
to sing soprano in a church choir. “Silent
Night”… those words still get me. I re-
member in my New Jersey backyard as a
heavy snow was falling through the hard-
woods, the sound of the soft “hissing” of
snowflakes hitting the bare branches…
That song was never more poignant.”

‘Have Yourself a Merry Little
Christmas’

Poet and photographer Katie Clark
uses “Have Yourself a Merry Little Christ-
mas” by Bing Crosby to recall her grand-
mother putting up a 50-year-old tree, un-
tangling the lights, and unwrapping trea-
sured ornaments. “I like to think of her
being with me as I decorate my own tree
and listen to Bing… having my own merry
little Christmas.”

See MUSIC, Page 5C

reflect his surroundings in the cattle in-
dustry. Striving for photorealism, Duggar
uses a variety of pencils, blending
stumps and paper towels to achieve his
highly detailed drawings. 

Capturing cowboy way of life 

Cowboy art and western landscapes
continue to capture his imagination.
While timed rodeo events have become a
patriotic sport, he also wants to preserve
the methods of roping and handling cat-
tle that a working cowboy knows and
performs in the fields. Duggar is proud of
his son, a cowboy in Montana, for carry-
ing on these traditions, and starring in
Western films as a stunt double for actors
like Nicholas Cage. 

“That way of life is vanishing,” says

Duggar. “I wanted to record as much of it
as I could for that reason. The true cow-
boy is a vanishing way of life.” 

Duggar usually draws from reference
photographs that he either finds or takes
himself. He is always looking for intrigu-
ing compositions and aesthetically
pleasing subject matter that has a clear
focal point. For his drawing “Ponder,” he
snapped a photograph of a fellow cowboy
working the field. 

“That particular individual there was
sitting on his horse and looking at 750
head of cattle,” remembers Duggar. “I
rode up beside him, picked up the camera
and asked him not to move. I had to seek
a lot of balance in that drawing to get the
negative space on the mane of the horse.
I wanted someone to look at that and
know what it feels like to sit on a horse
like that.” 

Mission to bolster Jefferson Arts

Another drawing titled “Courage and

Dignity,” could be a photograph for the
amount of detail included inside of it.
Duggar captured the likeness of a Co-
manche chieftain by studying bone
structure and focusing his pencil on
shading the weathered look of his skin
given its exposure to Texas’ near-con-
stant sun and wind. Duggar says the
drawing took over 300 hours to complete. 

“I wanted to give him character that
involved pride, some anger, and a little bit
of everything,” says Duggar. “I like to get
some emotion out of the viewer. If the art
doesn’t touch anybody you might as well
not even do it.” 

For the “Homespun Holiday” show, he
is proud to support his wife, Tamara, who
is displaying and selling her handmade
stockings. It was his wife that brought
him from Texas to Monticello. Since ar-
riving four years ago, Duggar has prom-
ised himself to fully immerse into art and
find ways to fundraise and increase
awareness for his new community. 

“Whatever you dedicate yourself to

and put in the hours for, you can accom-
plish,” says Duggar. “I’m looking forward
to being a part of the Jefferson Arts Gal-
lery and working with the community.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature writ-
er for the Council on Culture & Arts. CO-
CA is the capital area’s umbrella agency
for arts and culture (www.tallahas-
seearts.org). 

Duggar
Continued from Page 1C

If you go
What: Homespun Holiday Ornament
Show and Sale 

When: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Wednesday to
Saturday through Jan. 5 

Where: Jefferson Arts Gallery, 575
West Washington St., Monticello 

Cost: Free 

Contact: For more information, call
850-997-3311 or visit
jeffersonartsgallery.com/. 

Music
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