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A
rtistic Director Tyrone Brooks is celebrating his ninth season

with the Tallahassee Ballet this year. This milestone comes

on the heels of another — Brooks turned 60 this past sum-

mer. h “The journey never stops,” remarks Brooks. “You’re

constantly learning because your environment changes, your world

changes, and the community at large and the culture changes.”

Looking back on his distinguished
ballet career, which began at the Dance
Theatre of Harlem as a principal dancer,
to his role now as an educator and artis-
tic director, he is optimistic for what the
future holds for the Tallahassee Ballet.

“We don’t realize the impact one eve-
ning has and what goes into making that
happen,” reflects Brooks, who says the
company is jubilant to be taking the
stage at the Ruby Diamond Concert Hall

after a year and a half hiatus. “We’ve all
learned from this pandemic. We don’t
take things for granted. Like a phoenix
rising from the ashes, there is a need and
desire for the Tallahassee Ballet to exist.”

The Tallahassee Ballet’s “The Nut-
cracker” will feature a live orchestra this
year, bringing together music and dance
for the holiday season. Performances
will take place on Dec. 18 and 19, with a
special children’s performance on Satur-

day at 10:30 a.m.
Brooks notes that the choreography

by Kathryn Karrh Cashin, performance
director and resident choreographer for
the ballet for over 30 years, continues to
be breathtaking in its execution.

His favorite part of the ballet remains
the snow scene towards the end of the
first act — he is awestruck by everything
from the costumes to the gentle snow-
flakes that fall on the dancers at the act’s
conclusion.

Ready for orchestra, action

“It’s been a whole year since we’ve
done the Nutcracker and people are anx-
ious to get out and see it,” says Brooks.
“To hear an orchestra and to feel that en-
ergy. It’s the energy of the Tallahassee
Ballet and what we bring to the commu-
nity. Our goal is to always present qual-
ity.”

The Nutcracker ballet is a staple in
most company repertoires, especially in
the month of December. Brooks guest
starred in several Nutcracker perfor-
mances over the years, including taking
on roles as the Cavalier that dances with
the Sugar Plum Fairy, as well as the
Spanish variation from the second act.

For Brooks, ballet at its core is archi-
tecture. His goal as artistic director has
been to elevate and introduce new archi-
tects into the company’s repertoire — ex-
panding beyond classical ballet and in-
troducing choreographers who work
within neoclassical and contemporary
vocabularies.

Highlights have included hosting
guest artist Christopher Huggins, a for-
mer member of the Alvin Ailey American
Dance Theatre, who created original
works for and on the company.

The Tallahassee Ballet performs a dress rehearsal for The Nutcracker in Ruby
Diamond Concert Hall Friday, Dec. 7, 2018. TORI SCHNEIDER/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

Passion to perform

Amanda Sieradzki Council on Culture & Arts

Tyrone Brooks, Tallahassee Ballet’s artistic director, is preparing for “The Nutcracker,” which will feature a live orchestra this year. Performances will take place on
Dec. 18 and 19. TALLAHASSEE BALLET

Live ‘Nutcracker’ energizes
Tallahassee Ballet’s 
Tyrone Brooks, dancers

See BROOKS, Page 2C
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This year marks the Tallahassee Mu-
sic Guild’s 33rd annual sing-along per-
formance of George Frederic Handel’s
“Messiah.”

The Guild needs your voices for the
performance at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec.14,
at Faith Presbyterian Church as we sing
in the season! The venue is located at
the corner of North Meridian and John
Knox Road (2200 North Meridian Road).
The suggested donation at the door is
$10 for adults and $5 for students and
children.

Vocal soloists, instrumentalists, and
the chorus, made up of attendees, will
bring the Messiah score to life, perform-
ing select movements from all three
parts of the oratorio. Audience members
will “sing along” on choruses such as
“Hallelujah,” “And the Glory,” “For Unto
Us a Child Is Born,” “Glory to God,”
“Worthy Is the Lamb,” and more.

The Guild gratefully acknowledges
the professional musicians who aid in

raising money for scholarships through
their performances at the “Sing-Along
Messiah.”

Lisa M. Foltz continues in her fifth
year as TMG Music Director and Con-
ductor and sixth year as Mezzo-Soprano
for the 33rd performance. Also celebrat-
ing five years of participation is Baritone
Ed Lyon. Trumpeter Longineu Parsons
and Pianist Joanna Sobkowska-Par-
sons return in their third and fourth
years, respectively, as TMG soloists,
and Adam Ravain returns for a third 

Add your voice to grand sing-along ‘Messiah’ tradition
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Tallahassee Music Guild Dec. 3, 2019 “Sing-Along Messiah” Concert: An audience
member sings along on the choruses with two little ones. ELIZABETH E. GEORGE

PHOTOGRAPHY

If you go
What: Tallahassee Music Guild 33rd
Sing-Along “Messiah”

When: 7 p.m. Tuesday, Dec.14

Where: Faith Presbyterian Church, 2200
North Meridian Road)

Cost: Donation at the door is $10 for
adults and $5 for students and children 

See SING-ALONG, Page 3C
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ENGAGE JOB SEEKERS

TAP INTO THE POWER OF OUR NETWORK
TO GET A HEAD START FOR YOUR

2022 HIRING NEEDS.

CONTACT US TODAY TO LEARNMORE & GET STARTED!
e. RECRUITADS@LOCALIQ.COM • p. 1-855-288-3272

WWW.LOCALIQRECRUITMENT.COM

Get in front of our local news
audience over the holidays and
into the new year - online, in
print, and on social media - for
great exposure for yourmuch-
needed hiring boost!

Take advantage of our seasonal
advertising offers + secure your
space now for the January 16,
2022 special publication edition
that focuses specifically on local
job markets, with information
on hiring trends and advice for
job seekers.

In this candidate-driven market in which
recruitment costs can be high, don’t miss
out on our seasonal offers to SAVE BIG on
recruitment advertising solutions.

Scan and Find Your
Dream Job, Now!

Plus, learn tips and tricks on how to get started
on your job search journey, or visit:

Localiq.com/recruitment/job-seekers-search

too late to make
a career change

It’s

Q. Steve writes: This issue may not be
within the scope of Street Scene but I
wanted to bring attention to it so some
preventative measures can be taken be-
fore a tragedy occurs.

Steve is duly concerned for the safety
of young children sitting on the concrete
bridge railing where U.S. 98 crosses over
the Wakulla River in Wakulla County.
Some of these kids are on the other side
of the railing. Steve suggests a fence or
some type of barrier be erected.
A. Any condition which may poten-

tially bring harm to any citizen, young or
old, is addressed here, Steve. We did no-
tify the Wakulla County Sheriffs Office
when we received Steve’s email, now
through this column we respectfully ask
our FHP Troopers to join Sheriff Miller’s
Deputies in routinely patrolling this lo-
cation to help prevent the tragic situa-
tion Steve brings forward.

Secondly, we ask the Florida Depart-
ment of Transportation safety people to

take a look at this and recommend a
safety project to restrict access to the
ledge on the river side of the concrete
railing.

Now a confession: my brothers and I
could have been part of the group of kids
mentioned here.

Although it was a long time ago while
living in Michigan, we found a similar
bridge over a similar stream where we
would not fall into the water, but after
our lookout gave the ‘all clear’ (no cars
coming) we would jump in. At the time, a
more fun summer afternoon had not yet
been devised or dreamed-up by Walt
Disney.

Roundabout education

Q. Craig and others have legitimate
concern when navigating a multilane
traffic circle. Craig is becoming more
aware of the craziness of the design each
time he finds himself in one.
A. Education is the only answer for

people who don’t understand how to
safely navigate traffic circles/round-
abouts but the question is how best to
educate? Perhaps the traffic safety de-
partment’s of the city, county and blue-
print could mail their little circulars to

every household. How about a full or half
page tutorial in this newspaper.

I surely say it enough times, these
things can work, in many jurisdictions
they do work, but here, as Craig says,
they are designed too small for more
than a single lane. However if we take it
slow, place our concentration far enough
ahead of our current position, and be
prepared for more than one trip around
we will find driving a roundabout less
hazardous. The craziness is not only in
the design, it is in the vehicle operator.

Tricky proposition

Q.Donna has an idea to relieve traffic
congestion at the Thomasville Road/
Capital Circle Interchange. Reverse the
traffic flow on the south to southwest fly-
over. AKA dual left turn lane.
A. A bold idea to say the least Donna,

an idea that will have heads spinning at
the Florida Department of Transporta-
tion and Federal Highway Administra-
tion. I could see how to get afternoon
Capital Circle northbound traffic onto
the thing at the south to southwest
dump-off location but getting everyone
back into the northbound lanes on
Thomasville Road prior to Village Square

Boulevard will be, I'll be kind in using the
word, tricky.

Merry Christmas to all 

Dear Street Sceners, I have some ex-
tensive travel plans this year which will
keep me busy until after the New Year so
I wish one and all a very Merry Christ-
mas and happy and safe New Year. The
traffic will be getting a little more hectic
from today until after the holidays so
please take your best manners and
Christmas Spirit with you each time you
get behind the wheel.

Relax, listen to your favorite music,
don’t let yourself be distracted and be
ready for out of school exuberant chil-
dren with their new toys and pets giving
chase and taking to our neighborhood
streets for various fun play and riding of
bicycles.

To borrow a quote, “here’s a deal you
can’t refuse,” I’ll promise not to break my
neck on the ski slopes if you promise not
to do the same in a vehicle. Done! See you
next year.

Philip Stuart is a retired Florida State
Trooper, Traffic Operations Projects En-
gineer and Forensics Expert Witness.
Write to crashsites@embarqmail.com.

Children flirt with danger along Wakulla River bridge

Street Scene
Philip Stuart

Guest columnist

Expanding diversity, looking ahead

“My focus was bringing the institu-
tion into the 21st century in terms of
what the dance world is looking for,” says
Brooks. “If we’re going to prepare artists
to go out into the world and compete,
that meant changing the repertoire so
that it became more diverse. I want
something that’s going to be created on
the dancers and that’s going to challenge
them.”

While always looking to expand his
dancers’ horizons, Brooks is a champion
of “going back to basics” when it comes
to improving dance technique and be-
coming an artistically expressive per-
former. He credits his mentor and former
founder and director of the Dance Thea-
tre of Harlem, Arthur Mitchell, with in-
stilling this philosophy. 

When preparing lesson plans, Brooks

looks at what will be performed onstage
and works backwards from there. In-
stead of focusing on tricks, he prefers to
focus classes on the basic steps needed
to achieve specific choreography and ac-
complish it at a high level of execution.

‘There for a purpose’

“Dancers think you need high legs and
pretty feet in order to perform,” says
Brooks. “No, you do not. It’s the passion
and what you’re bringing to the table. It’s
my responsibility as the artistic director
to nurture and bring out those certain
qualities that I see. Each dancer at the
Tallahassee Ballet is there for a purpose
because there is something that I saw
that made them different.”

Brooks cares deeply for his students
and company members. Before begin-
ning class or going onstage, he gathers
dancers into a circle to set a clear inten-
tion for the day.

Brooks says his responsibility as di-
rector is to concentrate on three main
pillars for students’ growth and develop-

ment: education, artistic excellence and
social awareness.

Many times this means discussing
and contemplating current events as a
means of setting an intention for a class
or performance. In the wake of the recent
Michigan school shooting, Brooks had
his classes take a moment of silence and
send positive thoughts out into the
world. In the first exercise at the ballet

barre, he encouraged all to “plié for
peace.”

Brooks recalls the lyrics of a gospel
song his mother used to sing to him—
“may the work I’ve done speak for me.”

This sentiment continues to serve as
the basis for every step he’s taken with
the company. He’s witnessed many stu-
dents grow up, start families, branch out
into new careers, and is proud of them all
for what they’ve achieved.

“Getting back into the studio has been
so therapeutic for me and the dancers,”
says Brooks. “They’ve gone through a lot
and I make an effort to mentally stimu-
late them in a positive way. These are
young minds and if they’re not healthy
mentally, they won’t be healthy physical-
ly. It’s very important to have a balance
in the studio. Yes, let’s get the work done,
but it’s OK to laugh and be real people,
too.”

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature writ-
er for the Council on Culture & Arts. CO-
CA is the capital area’s umbrella agency
for arts and culture (www.tallahas-
seearts.org).

Brooks
Continued from Page 2C

If you go
What: The Tallahassee Ballet’s The
Nutcracker LIVE

When: 10:30 a.m. (children’s perfor-
mance) 7:30 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 18 and
2:30 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 19

Where: Ruby Diamond Concert Hall,
222 Copeland St.

Cost: Ticket prices vary

Contact: For more information, call
850-224-6917or visit
tallahasseeballet.org.


