
Tallahassee Democrat - 12/05/2021 Page : C01

December 6, 2021 5:17 am (GMT -5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

Tallahassee Democrat | SUNDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2021 | 1C

TLHLIFE

Besides coach Bobby Bowden, Tallahassee has lost
a lot of legends lately. 

Composer Carlisle Floyd, who erupted on the inter-
national scene at Florida State with his 1955 folk opera
“Susannah,” died in late September. Carol Knox, who
helped found the female-driven bands the Rolling
Mothers Review as well as Wanda and the Iguanas, left
us in November.

I still miss bass player Jiggs Walker — who played
with J.B.’s Zydeco Zoo, “Sauce Boss” Bill Wharton and
appeared in bit parts in movies by director pal Jona-
than Demme (“The Silence of The Lambs”). 

But none of the deaths hit with more of an end-of-
an-era mortality check than the June passing of Bill
McCluskey, 66, the vocalist and guitarist for the leg-
endary Tallahassee band The Slut Boys. A public me-
morial service is planned for McCluskey in December.

Punk swagger

The Slut Boys are usually called a bunch of punk
rockers because they swaggered onto the unsuspecting
Tallahassee club scene in the late ‘70s, not long after
punk sneered and mutated to life.

They weren’t technically punk (well, OK, maybe the
don’t-care attitude was punk rock) and shared more in
common with the garage-rock primitives such as The
Standells, The Kingsmen and Question Mark & the
Mysterians. Toss in the sweet spot of The Rolling
Stones and the early days of The Kinks, and there you
have The Slut Boys raw sound.

The four-man lineup featured McCluskey out front,
usually toying with the audience. As writer Steve Dol-
lar said of him, “(McCluskey was) a magnetic assem-
blage of clown, emcee, lounge daddy and performance
artist whose comedic tendencies often teetered at the
edge of anarchy, when they didn’t tip all the way over.”
McCluskey was fun to watch, sure, but there was al-
ways a serious side, too.

McCluskey’s band cohorts included shaggy-haired
bassist Jim Ballard, whose vocals had a Southern twang
and a soulful delivery with a slight edge. The so-called
“quiet one,” Ben Wilcox, added a touch of natty style in
well-tailored outfits as his portable Vox Jaguar organ
went nuts. Wilcox is still the only player I have ever seen
play an outdoors gig beneath the searing Tallahassee
sun while wearing a suit jacket and never breaking a
visible sweat. 

A memorial to a legendary band’s hometown anti-hero

Mark Hinson
Guest columnist

The Slut Boys under wraps were, from left, Donny
Crenshaw, Bill McCluskey, Ben Wilcox and Jim
Ballard. RIKO CARRION

See MCCLUSKEY, Page 3C

The new year will begin with a boost
for three local nonprofit organizations
who received grants this week in the
conclusion of the GiveTLH campaign,
sponsored by Tallahassee philanthro-
pist and entrepreneur Rick Kearney’s
Beatitude Foundation.

In September, nine local organiza-
tions were selected to receive a $1,000
grant towards their mission. On Giving
Tuesday, three of them received
enough votes from the community to
win the top prizes. Reach One Youth,
Born 2 Be a Man, and Beyond the Pan-
try received $10,000, $5,000, and
$2,500 respectively.

The impact of COVID-19 on local
nonprofit organizations has meant
cancelled fundraisers, fewer meet-
ings, and a new way of offering ser-
vices. #GiveTLH was designed four
years ago to boost the funding to these
groups, their volunteers, and their ef-
forts by awarding each group a micro-
grant and encouraging Tallahassee
residents to support their work with
their own donations in a time when
giving has seen a decline nationwide. 

Over 5,000 votes were cast by read-
ers, and Kearney announced the three
top recipients in a video posted on so-
cial media. “Thank you to everyone
who voted for these organizations and
congratulations to all nine organiza-
tions chosen as recipients for the 2021
GiveTLH program. We hope their sto-
ries will help inspire you to continue to
find ways to give back to our communi-
ty this holiday season,” Kearney said.

Billy and Sandra Auguste, founders
of the Reach One Youth Organization,
have big plans for their $10,000 grant. 

Grants
help 3
nonprofits
expand
missions 
Heather Fuselier
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Reach One Youth Organization, Inc.,
has been reaching high-risk youth
through sports and into life. PROVIDED

See #GIVETLH, Page 2C

When Althemese Pemberton Barnes founded
the John G. Riley Museum in 1996, her mission to
was ensure that African Americans’ historical con-
tributions to the city of Tallahassee and beyond
would be preserved for generations to come. 

She entered her role at the John G. Riley Foun-
dation as the youngest person serving on the
board. In her time as executive director at the mu-
seum, she worked with more than 70 interns and
numerous staff. Together, they have made incred-
ible strides towards that goal.

Now, as founding director emeritus, Barnes,
who retired in 2020, is continually inspired to see
the work being completed by new generations of
historians and she is ready to pass the torch. 

“I think the Riley House lit a spark so that all of
these young people could see that scholarship is
good, but until you touch the root of a people, you

still don’t have that genuine history,” says Barnes.
“They’ve had experiences presenting at national
conferences, and many now are working in mu-
seums as curators and executive directors.” 

Statewide conference on Emancipation

The upcoming “Journey to Emancipation” state-
wide history conference on Dec. 5-7 is one such
event where Barnes is proud to see many familiar
faces from her 24 years at the museum.

The conference will engage with historians, edu-
cators, archivists and political leaders on the history
of the journey to Emancipation for enslaved Afri-
cans in America. Presentation topics span the histo-
ry of the Civil War and Emancipation to Florida Ma-
roon Societies and the Underground Railroad.

Conference attendance is limited to 100 people
given COVID-restrictions and has been sold out,
though Barnes says there will be recordings of the
presentations. 

The idea for the conference was first spearheaded
two years ago. Barnes heard of a bill being submitted
by Florida legislators that would recognize the day
that enslaved peoples in Texas were freed — June 19
— as a Florida holiday.

Althemese Barnes with a portrait of John G. Riley. The founding director emeritus of the Riley Museum, who retired in
2020, is inspired to see the work being completed by new generations of historians. BECKI RUTTA

‘Riley House
lit a spark’ 

Althemese Barnes widens
sense of history with
Emancipation conference

Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

“I think the Riley House lit a spark so that all of these young people could see that scholarship is
good, but until you touch the root of a people, you still don’t have that genuine history.”

Althemese Pemberton Barnes
Founder, John C Riley Museum

See HISTORY, Page 2C
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Seasons
Greetings
featuring familiar songs of the
winter season

DEC 14, 2021 | 7 :30 PM
TCC 'S TURNER AUDITORIUM

2021-22 CONCERT SEASON
DR. LESLIE HEFFNER, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Sponsored by

Civ icChora le .org
purchase tickets at

Actor Morgan Brittany (“Dallas”)
is 70. Actor Brian Backer (“Fast
Times at Ridgemont High”) is 65. Co-
median Margaret Cho is 53. Actor
Alex Kapp Horner (“The New Ad-
ventures of Old Christine”) is 52. Ac-
tor Paula Patton (“Precious”) is 46.
Actor Amy Acker (“Person of Inter-

est,” “Angel”) is 45. Actor Nick Stahl (TV’s “Carni-
vale,” film’s “Terminator 3”) is 42. 

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Cho

Aries (March 21-April 19). Talk to yourself. Say
encouraging and compassionate things. Could you
do it out loud? That’s the way that will most help.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Take on the small,
easily won challenges. Building up a track record of
success will give you the confidence you can apply
to opportunities coming your way.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). You feel like you’re in
your own world, but others are aware. “If you reveal
your secrets to the wind, you should not blame the
wind for revealing them to the trees.” – Kahlil Gib-
ran

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Self-discipline is not a
magic ingredient that some possess and others
don’t; it’s a skill. You’ll make real progress.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You’re creative and open
as you do the rough work and sketch out plans in
loose and messy lines. This process is exciting.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You try to surround
yourself with good influences, yet you can’t control
how others behave at any given moment. Even the
most principled will fall down from time to time.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). You’ll think you have too
much on your plate, but handling all this is com-
pletely doable. Don’t let your mind tell you other-
wise. “The trick is, you bite off more than you can
chew, then you still chew it.” – Will Smith

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). The day brings con-
centrated work, intense activity and thorough en-
joyment. You don’t really have to add anything to
get all this. It’s like life just got more saturated.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). One of your least
favorite things is to tell a person no when they des-
perately want a yes. You can avoid this by recogniz-
ing when things are headed in that direction.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You’ve tried to im-
prove the situation through intellect, technology,
psychology and more to no avail. Move it to the spir-
itual realm. Prayers will make a difference.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Is your dream im-
probable? So what? So are you. We live an existence
against the odds, and anything we make of it is icing
on the improbable cake.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). You know you’re lov-
able, but it sure feels nice to get feedback to that
effect. When that happens, be sure to enjoy it.

ASTROLOGY HOLIDAY MATHIS

Today is Sunday, Dec. 5, the 339th day of 2021.
There are 26 days left in the year. 

On this date in: 
1792: George Washington was reelected presi-

dent; John Adams was reelected vice president. 
1848: President James K. Polk triggered the Gold

Rush of ’49 by confirming that gold had been discov-
ered in California. 

1932: German physicist Albert Einstein was
granted a visa, making it possible for him to travel to
the United States. 

TODAY IN HISTORY

“We are extremely grateful to God and are humbled by
this great opportunity to continue coaching high-risk
youth in more than just sports,” they shared. “We get to
continue impacting lives through team building, char-
acter building, mentorship and so much more.” 

They have plans to expand academic and mental
health support services, start an academic scholarship
fund for graduating seniors, and expand other program
areas to support the at-risk youth community that they
serve.

Born 2 Be a Man, recipient of a $5,000 grant, is a vol-
unteer driven organization that offers mentoring pro-
grams for boys aged 4 to 14 throughout Quincy, Talla-
hassee and the surrounding area. “We are extremely
grateful for the opportunity that was given for us to en-
ter the GiveTLH grant program,” shares founder Russell
Harrison. “As we move forward in making a difference
in the lives of these young men, they will get the full
benefits of this grant.” 

Harrison will expand their travel program, helping
young men envision themselves in college or careers
they might not have access to otherwise, saying, “we
will change the narrative whether it’s one at a time or by
the dozen.”

Receiving $2,500 is Beyond the Pantry, which began
as an informal collaboration among a group of friends
during the first year of the COVID-19 pandemic and has
now grown into a full-fledged nonprofit organization
that works to fortify the stocks of local food pantries.

“The Beyond the Pantry team is so humbled and
honored to learn that we have been awarded a grant
through the GiveTLH program,” said co-founders Emi-
ly Saras, Amy Thorn, Emily Bruno, and Kirsten Mood.
“This funding will do wonders to help us serve the
most vulnerable members of the Tallahassee Commu-
nity over the coming months.”

As 2021 draws to a close and a new year is on the
horizon, the future of Tallahassee’s most vulnerable is
brighter, thanks to the work of these organizations and
others dedicated to the welfare and success of all.

“We understand no one can do it alone, it takes a
village and a community to come together to see real
change,” say Billy and Sandra Auguste. “Thank you for
being our destiny helper. Together we will make a dif-
ference by reaching youth, impacting lives, and inspir-
ing greatness for generations to come.”

Russell Harrison is the founder of Born 2 Be a Man,
an organization that offers mentoring programs for
boys age 4 to 19 throughout Quincy, Tallahassee and
the surrounding area. PROVIDED

Emily Saras, left, and Amy Thorn created the
nonprofit Beyond the Pantry to help supply personal
items to those in need. PROVIDED

#GiveTLH
Continued from Page 1C

About #GiveTLH
#GiveTLH, underwritten by the Beatitude Foundation and Rick Kearney, is a look at nine nonprofits in our
community and how you can help them in their life-changing work. At the conclusion of this series, Kearney
awards grants to the nonprofit that gets the most votes in an online poll. For all the profiles, visit
give.tallahassee.com. 

Growing up in Tallahassee during the civil rights era
and segregation, Barnes says that May 20, 1865 was
widely recognized and celebrated in the African Amer-
ican community as the date slaves were emancipated
in Florida. 

“We felt we should do an education initiative on
Dec. 6, which was the ratification of the 13th amend-
ment that put an end to all slavery, period,” says
Barnes. “The conference will bring people in to not
only look at emancipation, but also other statewide
initiatives like the Governor’s task force on abandoned
African American cemeteries and making sure school
curriculums embrace factual history, not perspectives,
based on primary sources.” 

Service to community

This conference represents the essence of Barnes’
decades of service to the community. In 1997, she es-
tablished the Florida African American Heritage Pres-
ervation Network, a statewide professional museum
association. Prior to restoring the John G. Riley House,
she worked for 30 years with Florida’s Departments of
Education and Labor. 

She is a member of the American Alliance of Mu-
seums, the Florida Association of Museums, the Na-
tional Association of African American Museums, and
the National Trust for Historic Preservation and re-
ceived her bachelor’s and master’s degrees from Flori-
da A&M University. In 2012, she was appointed by
President Barack Obama to the National Museum and
Library Services Board. In 2015, she received Tallahas-
see’s Greater Chamber of Commerce Lifetime Leader-
ship Award. 

“I was always moving around in circles that dealt
with people and trying to help make their lives better,”
says Barnes. 

Barnes grew up in a large family of nine children.
Her family’s roots and background in Leon County en-
compass the days of the Jim Crow era, tenant farming,
and slavery. Her maiden name, Pemberton, preserves
the history of her father’s family — the road it is named
for and the acres of land they owned and farmed.

Every weekend, Barnes says her family would travel
up Centerville Road or Miccosukee Road to visit nu-
merous grandparents, aunts, uncles and cousins. 

Recognizing importance of family

“I admired the older people and the way they would
sit and have a love for each other and shared out at the
May 20 celebrations,” describes Barnes. “As time went
on and they passed, there was a sadness that these
people were leaving. I didn’t see in society what they
stood for or what they had accomplished. The families
they had and the kids they put through college. There
was a lot of writing going on, but it was not written in
color.”

Using her large family network, Barnes grabbed her
camcorder and began recording oral histories that
eventually evolved into cultural development projects,
historical publications, heritage trail maps, guides,
and documentaries. She says her mentors have always
been the educators, ministers and religious leaders

she grew up alongside— the hard-working people she
says who don’t often appear in history books. 

Barnes is looking forward to those histories receiv-
ing their due during the “Journey to Emancipation”
conference. 

The conference will open with a showing of film-
maker Valerie Scoon’s Emmy-nominated documen-
tary, “Invisible History: Middle Florida’s Hidden
Roots.” Among the presenters are Sharyn Thompson
from the Center for Historic Cemeteries Preservation
and distinguished Florida A&M professor, Larry E. Riv-
ers who will discuss his book “Father James Page: An
Enslaved Preacher’s Climb to Freedom.” 

“When people know where they come from or have
some idea of what the past was like and how systems
came about and how they were built up and torn down,
it makes them a whole person,” says Barnes.

“I think the living is limited in its wholeness when
there is no understanding, honor, or respect for the el-
ders. To forget the past denies future generations their
heritage and a foundation for hope. If you don’t see
people like you doing these great things and building,
where’s your inspiration? Where’s your hope?” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature writer for the
Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital area’s
umbrella agency for arts and culture (www.tallahas-
seearts.org). 

Re-enactors from the 2nd Infantry Regiment, United
States Colored Troops Living History Association,
are shown here at an Emancipation Day event JOE

RONDONE/DEMOCRAT FILES

History
Continued from Page 1C

If you go
What: Journey to Emancipation Statewide History
Conference 

When: Dec. 5-7 

Where: AC Hotel Marriott, 801 Gadsden St. 

Cost: $200 

Contact: For more information, visit
rileymuseum.org/event/2021-journey-to-
emancipation-conference/. 


