
Tallahassee Democrat - 11/28/2021 Page : C01

November 29, 2021 6:25 am (GMT -5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

A list of Camille Friall’s favorite
things includes Saturday dance re-
hearsals at the Ballet Arts Conser-
vatory of Tallahassee (BACT) with
her friends and the ballet history
she learns during her weekly reper-
toire classes with distinguished
dance educator Amy Lowe.

Camille, 16, is a company soloist
in BACT’s Capital City Festival Bal-
let and says that above all else, leap-
ing across a wide-open stage tops
that list. 

“I’ve been dancing for almost as
long as I can remember,” says Ca-
mille. “I’ve grown up with ballet and
fallen in love with it over the years.
It’s not only the structure, but how
everyone moves together and forms
this beautiful picture for the audi-
ence to see. It’s almost like an inter-
active experience that a dancer cre-
ates for the audience.” 

This December, Camille will per-
form in BACT and Capital City Festi-
val Ballet’s “A Few of My Favorite
Things.” The performance will fea-
ture excerpts from three classical
ballets: “The Nutcracker,” “Pas de
Quatre” and “Les Patineurs” to ring

in the holiday season along with live mu-
sic played by local musicians.

Much like the performance, Camille’s
own training in the arts has included both
dance and music. She’s trained in piano
and earned superior ratings in her school
district performances as a percussionist
on tympani, snare drum, and xylophone.

‘Healthy mind and body’

Camille will often learn a piece of music
that she is dancing to in order to study the

work from the inside out. When it comes
to dance, she says her training with Lowe
has proved invaluable, and goes beyond
lessons in ballet technique. 

“Miss Amy focuses a lot on having a
healthy mind and body,” says Camille.
“When I was younger, I remember in the
conditioning classes her explaining to
me that every single body is beautiful
and important. That really hit home with
me because as a dancer there are a lot of 

‘‘MMyy ffaavvoorriittee tthhiinngg iiss

ppeerrffoorrmmiinngg’’

If you go
What: “A Few of My Favorite
Things” 

When: 7:30 p.m. Friday, Dec. 10,
and 2:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 11 

Where: Lincoln High School
Auditorium, 3838 Trojan Trail 

Cost: Range from $20-40, special
pricing for students and children 

Contact: For more information,
call 850-510-1302 or visit
https://28753.danceticketing
.com/. 

This December, Camille will perform in BACT and Capital City Festival Ballet’s "A Few of My Favorite
Things." The performance will feature excerpts from three classical ballets: "The Nutcracker," "Pas de
Quatre" and "Les Patineurs” to ring in the holiday season. AJ ABELLERA

Camille Friall, 16, is a company soloist in
BACT’s Capital City Festival Ballet. KIRA

DERRYBERRY

Festival Ballet dances in the holiday with three classics
Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

See BALLET, Page 3C
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Over the next week, the Tallahassee
Democrat is partnering with Catholic
Charities on the Christmas Connection
to spotlight local families who need help
this Christmas. Here’s how you can help.

CASE #220: Single mom of 4

This single mother has four children.
She is studying to be a special education
teacher. She struggled maintaining em-
ployment during the pandemic and has
attended a Getting Ahead program with
an agency. The mother does not receive
child support.

Critical items: Blankets –three twin,
one queen, one king

Suggested gifts:
Mother, Age 36: King blanket, heater,

gift cards
Daughter, Age 3: Baby doll, Barbie

doll, Minnie Mouse toys, gift card
Daughter, Age 11: Building blocks/Le-

gos, models, bike and helmet, gift card
Son, Age 13: Arts and crafts supplies,

football/sports equipment, video
games for PlayStation 4, gift card

Daughter, Age 14: Arts and crafts sup-
plies, teen jewelry/accessories, Begin-
ning sewing machine, gift card

CASE #221: Mom, son, adopted
daughter 

This single mother is raising her bio-
logical son and adopted daughter. She
should be commended for stepping up
to care for her daughter, without any
support from the other parents. Due to
her place of employment, she is exposed
to sick and immune-compromised pa-
tients daily. She has been exposed to
COVID positive patients several times
which has led to quarantines and loss of
pay. Her employer has recently allowed

her to work at home where she feels saf-
er and does not need to lose pay.

Critical items: Toiletries and clean-
ing supplies; blankets – one king

Suggested gifts:
Mother, Age 34: Pots and pans, glass-

ware, household items
Daughter, Age 13: Tablet, ear buds/

headphones
Son, Age 3: Arts and crafts supplies,

Remote control toy, PJ Mask toys

CASE #230: Mom with cancer, teen
daughter 

This single-parent mother has been
diagnosed with Multiple Myeloma Can-
cer and a broken neck in two places. She
wears a Turtle Shell brace to stabilize
her bones and takes over 14 pills daily 

Day 4: Give blankets, Barbie dolls and bikes 
Democrat staff
Tallahassee Democrat

See CONNECTION, Page 2C

There has been a long-standing re-
lationship, beginning when Florida
was a Territory of the United States,
between our Florida sheriffs and what
is now called the State Division of Al-
coholic Beverages and Tobacco. 

Florida sheriffs and the Division of
Alcoholic Beverages and Tobacco have
a long-standing symbiotic relation-
ship dating back to 1822 when Florida
was still a Territory. The sheriffs and
the “Revenuers” collected taxes on al-
cohol, regulated sales, and enforced
laws designed to protect public health. 

The genesis of the Florida sheriff
can be traced back to when Florida, as
a Spanish colony, came under the
Stars and Stripes when President
James Monroe appointed Andrew
Jackson the Commissioner and Provi-
sional Governor.

The president wrote to Jackson, “I
have confidence that your appoint-
ment will be immediately and most
beneficially felt. Smugglers and slave
traders will hide their heads, pirates
will disappear, and the Seminoles
cease to give trouble.” 

Consequently, jurisdiction estab-
lishing East Florida took place at St.
Augustine on July 10, 1821. A week lat-
er, on July 17, Andrew Jackson himself
accepted the transfer of West Florida
at Pensacola. 

Section 4 of a lengthy ordinance
promulgated by the governor on July
21, 1821, provided that a sheriff and a
clerk would be appointed for the
courts of the territory’s first two coun-
ties, Escambia and St. Johns, thereby
establishing the Office of Sheriff in
Florida. Later statutes assigned the
sheriff a myriad of duties including
managing jails, taxes, various aspects
of county government, and interaction
with other judicial and administrative
officials. 

Liquor and Prohibition

On March 3, 1845, Florida was ad-
mitted to the Union and became a
state. From 1845 through 1915, the sale
of intoxicating liquors in Florida was
primarily regulated on the local level.
The federal government primarily reg-
ulated and taxed the manufacturing of
alcoholic beverages. 

In the early 20th century, public
opinion about the consumption of al-
cohol was so predominant that it
pushed a gubernatorial candidate into
the Capitol in Tallahassee.

Governor Sidney Johnston Catts,
Florida’s 22nd governor, won the Dem-
ocratic gubernatorial nomination in
1916. However, the Florida Supreme
Court ordered an election recount, re-
scinding his nomination. He then left 

David Brand
Guest columnist

A history of
moonshiners,
Revenuers and
Florida sheriffs

See HISTORY, Page 3C
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Aries (March 21-April 19). You know
what’s going on and you can’t believe
others aren’t paying attention. No mat-
ter. You’ll remedy the situation and get
everyone up to date, and you’ll even be
generous enough to spell out some com-
plicated intricacies.
Taurus (April 20-May 20). You’ll

mingle. The perfect question isn’t the
mannered one. Conversation that
doesn’t involve risk doesn’t involve fun.
Find out people’s connection to the
event. Small talk leads to big talk.
Gemini (May 21-June 21). The past is

a prologue to the decisions you’ll make
today. What happened back there will
play into your current confidence level.
You’ll clearly see the route to creating
thought patterns that support self-suffi-
ciency.
Cancer (June 22-July 22). You’ll en-

joy yourself. You’ll work and play in your
favorite way. Your chances for connec-
tion are highest when you’re in this
mode. People feel your joy and want to
be a part of it.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You admire de-

cisive people, and today you’ll be one,
too. It’s not that you know what you
want, it’s that you just choose and com-
mit to the choice. This is the way of win-
ners.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). You will be

expanded by learning how others think.
Your version of the truth is not the same
as another person’s, but both are equal-
ly true. You don’t have to lose yourself to
tolerate the truth of another.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). There’s a

sense of anticipation, though you’re not
sure exactly what you’re looking for-
ward to. All the same, waiting idly is not
advised. Light busywork will clear your

decks so you’re ready to receive.
Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). You just

have to be stubborn. No matter how dif-
ficult the task, how slowly the work
comes together, how altogether discou-
raging the odds seem to be, persistence
will win out.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You

show people how to treat you by the way
you treat yourself. You give off strong in-
dicators today that you’re to be respect-
ed and delighted. Others pick up the
cue.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Circum-

stances change. Try and see this as a
neutral event. Stand strong and curious,
watching it all unfold. Get an accurate
overview of the scene, and your next
great move will be obvious.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Your ef-

fectiveness depends on a balanced un-
derstanding of your emotions. Seek
clues from the outside. What you’re at-
tracted to in music and other media will
say a lot about your internal state.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). It is nor-

mal and healthy to question yourself.
Your doubts will not thwart your pro-
gress unless you stop and examine them
in excruciating detail. So, don’t dwell on
the hiccups. Keep it light and move for-
ward.
Today’s birthday (Nov. 28). There’s

nothing like the pleasure and satisfac-
tion of seeing the difference you make.
You’ll overcome barriers to economic
ease. You’ll connect with kindred spirits
for the common good. You’ll grow so
happy in a situation that you’ll wish to
freeze time. Nonetheless, even better
configurations will lie ahead. Scorpio
and Capricorn adore you. Your lucky
numbers are: 8, 30, 1, 33 and 18.

HOROSCOPES

harmful stereotypes out there. Being
told that it’s OK to look different and
dance, and that you’re still beautiful,
really warmed my heart and made me
love it more.” 

Camille is adamant that diversity is
part of the conversation in ballet. She
is continually encouraged to see pro-
fessional ballerinas like Misty Cope-
land, who made history as the first Af-
rican American female principal danc-
er at the American Ballet Theatre.

Being the change on diversity 

Camille recently played the lead role
of Clara in last year’s “The Nutcracker,
Reimagined” at BACT. 

“There was a time when I was talk-
ing to a family friend and she was real-
ly upset because she didn’t get the role
of Clara at her studio and said there
was never going to be a black Clara,”
recalls Camille. “I was able to show her
that I did it and that it’s possible. The
hope I saw on her face was heartwarm-
ing, it really made me feel like I was
making a difference and solidified this
as something I want to do.” 

Camille felt a similar inspiration af-
ter seeing the Hiplet ballerinas per-
form in town. The company merges
hip-hop with ballet’s pointe work to
create an entirely new dance form. Ca-
mille was ecstatic to purchase her first
pair of skin-tone appropriate pointe
shoes from Capezio, a dance shoe
brand who released a line of shoes
made for black and brown skin. 

“It’s a very new concept in the
dance world,” says Friall. “That got me
so excited because as I’ve gotten older,
I’ve wanted to demonstrate those as-
pects of me.”

Setting goals

Camille describes her style as a
dancer as revolving around strength
and precision, but that it is a tough bal-
ancing act with grace and gentleness.
She always aims to draw the audience
in with her joy and playfulness. Even
when a move requires a great amount
of muscular effort, her goal is to look
effortless.

When she approaches the ballet
barre each day, she sets her intention

for the class. Camille says that by set-
ting a goal right at the start, she has
seen incremental improvement over
the past year or so in her artistry. This
also kept her motivated during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic shutdown when the
studio was temporarily closed and
holding classes online. 

Friall’s makeshift home studio in-
cluded pieces of dance floor distrib-
uted by Lowe and a ballet barre she
bought online. Even in those tough
months dodging her couch and tuning
out her dog barking, Friall remained
hopeful. She was relieved to return to
the studio and dance again, even with
masks and distancing. 

“During COVID we worked really
hard to be able to still perform for ev-
eryone,” says Friall, who remembers
the challenges of last year’s perfor-
mance. “In rehearsal, all the levels,
from seniors to the little girls, all line
up in our costumes to get checked and
make sure everything is shipshape for
the show. That was a moment where I
realized this will happen, and we really
would be performing and sharing our
gift with the community again.”

Dancing into the future 

Camille plans to keep dance as a
part of her future plans after high
school and is currently dreaming
about studying abroad. In the mean-
time, she looks forward to being on-
stage and performing for a second time
in “A Few of My Favorite Things.” 

Camille remembers her first role in
the show at the age of 6 or 7 as a “baby
skater” in the “Les Patineurs” section
which celebrates ice skating out on a
frozen pond during the Victorian era.
Now, as a part of the senior company,
Friall is looking forward to dancing
more technically challenging parts in
that ballet, as well as performing the
Chinese Tea variation in “The Nut-
cracker.”

“My favorite thing is performing,”
says Camille. “Getting to share dance
with people, showing them all my hard
work, and having them enjoy what I
have to offer creates a really good feel-
ing. I always hope people walk away
feeling a bit lighter than when they
came in.”

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture &
Arts. COCA is the capital area’s um-
brella agency for arts and culture
(www.tallahasseearts.org). 
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the Democratic party and was elected as
a Prohibition candidate.

He served as governor from Jan. 2,
1917 to Jan. 4, 1921. His election may have
reflected the mood of the country be-
cause on Jan. 16, 1920, the 18th Amend-
ment, or Volstead Act, became effective
making the possession of alcoholic bev-
erages unlawful. 

Enforcement was complicated and
dangerous 

Some saw prohibition as a positive
crusade while others viewed it as de-
signed to enact social control by a mi-
nority on the majority.

In April, 1919, Florida Sheriffs Associ-
ation members met in Jacksonville for
their annual meeting. Perry Gilbert
Ramsey, Alachua County sheriff, pre-
sided as president. While the “moon-
shine problem” was discussed, it was
decided to take the matter up again in
Tallahassee on April 8 when the legisla-
ture was in session.

The law that passed in 1919 revised
the alcohol fee system and reflected, at
least in part, the association’s requests.
During this time some counties were
“dry,” or did not allow the sale of alcohol,
while others were “wet.”

Enforcement, considering the differ-
ence between rural and urban areas
along with local, state, and federal laws
that were ever changing, made enforce-
ment difficult.

Enforcement, seasoned with the
mood of the country changing towards
alcohol sales, presented a challenging
environment for the sheriffs. 

In harms way

Sheriffs went in harm’s way, some-
times alone in rural counties, to enforce
the alcohol prohibition laws. One exam-
ple occurred on Aug. 20, 1927, when Fla-
gler County Sheriff Perry Hall raided an
establishment where moonshine was
being consumed.

Outnumbered, yet undaunted, Sher-
iff Hall ordered James Smith, one of the
occupants, to raise his hands as he
moved into the room to make the arrest.
Smith suddenly spun around and struck
the sheriff in the head with a whiskey
bottle. Sheriff Hall never regained con-
sciousness and died hours later. James
Smith was later gunned down by a pos-
se after a 21-day manhunt found him
hiding out in Brookfield, Georgia. 

The National Prohibition Act was re-
scinded on Dec. 5, 1933, with the pas-
sage of the 21st Amendment. After-
wards, legislation began to appear pro-
viding for the taxing the regulation of al-
cohol.

The birth of the Florida
enforcement agency

On June 27, 1935, the Florida State
Beverage Department was created after
the Beverage Act of 1935 was passed.
This act provided the authority to tax
and regulate the liquor industry. Mr. J.A.
Cormier was appointed by Governor Da-
vid Sholtz as the first Director. 

Over the years, the partnership be-
tween ABT, sheriffs, and police depart-
ments has increased to address local is-
sues as well as creating a force multipli-
er. 

David Brand, Law Enforcement Co-
ordinator of the Florida Sheriffs Associ-
ation, is an occasional guest columnist
for the Tallahassee Democrat and lives
in St. Teresa. 

A photo of a moonshine raid in Pinellas County. PROVIDED
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The law that passed in 1919 revised the alcohol fee system

and reflected, at least in part, the association’s requests.

During this time some counties were “dry,” or did not allow

the sale of alcohol, while others were “wet.”


