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“A photographer is a light chaser, we
chase light,” says Elizabeth George, one
of the selected artists for this year’s Pho-
tofest 2021 exhibition. “I chase beauty,

not just light. I am hoping to bring light into peo-
ple’s lives. Light meaning awareness.” 

The Photofest 2021 exhibition at the Artport
Gallery features fine art photographs by 33 local
artists. This is one of many rotating exhibitions
curated by the Council on Culture & Arts on be-
half of the City of Tallahassee as part of the Art
in Public Places program. In addition to the
physical exhibition, all 100 individual artworks
submitted to the show can be viewed in COCA’s
Online Gallery. 

This will be George’s fifth Photofest since
2014. Her image, “Exclamation Point,” in the
Artport Gallery is an encapsulation of her pho-
tographic style and philosophy. George enjoys
zooming in on the small joys of life and amplify-

ing them.
Her photo-
graph cap-
tures the
moment a
droplet of
water glid-
ed off a
palm
frond.
George
says she
took a rap-
id fire
burst of
photos to
capture
the shot.

“I have
some pho-
tos where
there is
water defi-
nitely drip-
ping off the
palms, but
this one

caught it right at the moment when it’s a solid
drop and it looks like an exclamation point,”
says George. “It’s kind of like capturing the mo-
ment of conception. The moment of a birth, the
moment that happens that will never ever hap-
pen again. It’s such a rare, beautiful moment
and it’s fleeting.” 

Friends and family referred to George as a
photographer long before she considered her-
self one. Her parents are Hungarian, making
George a first generation American. When she
was 9 years old, her family went to visit rela-
tives in Hungary. George begged her mother to
take photos at the zoo during the trip. 

Childhood hobby

George snapped photos of the animals on an
instamatic camera and waited weeks for them
to develop. One photo of the ducks caught her
mother’s eye and earned such a positive reac-
tion that George was hooked. She cut out pho-
tos from National Geographic magazine, wrote
short poems and haikus about the photos, and
dreamed of gracing the cover one day. 

"Exclamation Point," photo by Elizabeth E. George. ELIZABETH E. GEORGE

"Circle of Life," by Elizabeth E. George, who is among 33 photographers in the Photofest exhibit
at the Artport Gallery. ELIZABETH E. GEORGE 

If you go
What: Photofest 2021 

When: 8 am-11:30pm, Sunday to Saturday through January 10 

Where: Artport Gallery, 3300 Capital Circle SW 

Cost: Free 

Contact: For more information, visit coca.tallahasseearts.org. To view the online gallery, please
visit cocaonlinegallery.zenfolio.com/. 

‘I CHASE BEAUTY’
Photographer amplifies
the world with focus 
on an ‘inner light’
Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

George

See GEORGE, Page 2C
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Squints arrived at the animal shelter
after he was picked up by Leon County
Animal Control. He had a large wound
and was accompanied by two small kit-
tens (which were later adopted).

The shelter vet team treated his
wound but he also had painful eyes that
were always squinted shut (hence his
name). The condition he had was called
entropion (the eyelids roll inwards and
can cause hairs to rub on the surface of
the eye). His case was very severe and
affected both lower eyelids and one up-
per eyelid. 

The shelter vet team performed sur-
gery in-house to help correct the condi-
tion and were able to improve his com-
fort greatly and provide some pain re-

lief, however they noticed Squints was
still some rolling of his eyelids a few
weeks after his surgery.

The Animal Shelter Foundation was
called on to help with the additional sur-
gery that Squints needed and Squints
was referred to the Animal Eye Clinic
where the surgery was performed at a
discounted rate. The surgery went well
and Squints never had to go into foster
care because he was adopted!

The Animal Shelter Foundation
works closely with the shelter. Shelter
staff will call on ASF to help when a de-
serving animal needs more financial
help and support than shelter resources
can withstand. 

ASF is funded through donations,
and community support is crucial to
saving animals. ASF was able to help
965 animals last year. All donations go

directly to helping our local animals.
If you would like to donate during the

ASF Giving Tuesday Campaign, your
donation will be doubled thanks to the
gifts from matching donors. Donations
can be made on the website, www.ani-
malshelterfoundation.org, by check
sent to ASF, P.O. Box 13858, Tallahassee,
FL 32317, OR you can stop by the animal
shelter near Tom Brown Park on Giving
Tuesday, Nov. 30, from 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
ASF board members and volunteers will
be available to accept your check or cash
donation.

ASF is the all-volunteer, local non-
profit (501c3) organization that sup-
ports the needs of shelter animals in the
care of Tallahassee Animal Services
(the Shelter) and animals in need in our
community. 

Squints is saved with help from Animal Shelter Foundation
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

The Animal Shelter Foundation was
called on to help with the additional
surgery Squints needed and was
referred to the Animal Eye Clinic
ANIMAL SHELTER FOUNDATION
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SU | DO | KU Dave Green

Enter a numeral
from 1 through 9 in
each cell of the
grid. Each row,
column and region
must contain only
one instance of
each numeral.

Yesterday’s
solution

Note: Puzzles in-
crease in difficulty
from Monday
through Sunday.

Guitarist-actor Little Steven of
The E Street Band, “The Sopranos” is
71. Actor Lin Tucci (“Orange Is The
New Black”) is 70. Singer Lawrence
Gowan of Styx is 65. Actor Richard
Kind (“Spin City”) is 65. Actor Jamie
Lee Curtis is 63. Actor Mariel Hem-
ingway is 60. Actor Mark Ruffalo is

54. Actor Scarlett Johannson is 37. Actor Dacre
Montgomery (“Stranger Things”) is 27.

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Curtis

Aries (March 21-April 19). Many think things,
and much less actually do the things they are think-
ing. You’ll take it further by acting consistently in
one direction – the habit of superstars.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). New people are com-
ing into your life. You’re about to experience an ex-
pansion of the heart.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). You will click with
someone online, but you won’t know if there’s real
chemistry until you’re face to face.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). In injury, the hand
automatically goes to the hurt. It’s because touch
heals. It keeps it together. It establishes an energet-
ic bond. Today, use touch to remedy the situation.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Building on the knowledge
of our elders isn’t old-fashioned, it’s practical. You’ll
benefit from a return to tradition.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Rough patches are na-
ture’s usual way. It would be weird if you didn’t hit
them. So, keep going, fully aware that this is a chal-
lenging situation, and your own personal limita-
tions are not to blame for the trouble.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Pull back and work on
what pleases you without worrying about publicity
or marketing. Allow your desire to find you.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Silver linings are not
just for clouds. Look for the gleaming glint of value
behind the unfavorable circumstance.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). If life is a school,
lately it requires you to cobble your own curriculum.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). There is no right
way to be successful, but there are ways that feel
easier. Achievement doesn’t have to be painful.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Supply the small
things that seem to matter to others. Doing so will
be the win of the day. Side note: Addressing people
by their names will make a difference.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Being drawn to a thing
doesn’t make it good. Being repelled doesn’t make it
bad. Don’ confuse a bad fit with a lack of merit.

Today’s birthday (Nov. 22). An adventure leads
to a project, then a new stream of income. Confi-
dence grows as your habits get healthier, which is
worth more than money, but the financial bonus
you get in January is also fun! Your lucky numbers
are: 6, 33, 20, 1 and 7.

ASTROLOGY HOLIDAY MATHIS

Today is Monday, Nov. 22, the 326th day of 2021.
There are 39 days left in the year.

On this date:
1906: The “S-O-S” distress signal was adopted at

the International Radio Telegraphic Convention in
Berlin.

1963: John F. Kennedy, the 35th President of the
United States, was shot to death during a motor-
cade in Dallas; Texas Gov. John B. Connally, riding
in the same car as Kennedy, was seriously wound-
ed. Suspected gunman Lee Harvey Oswald was ar-
rested. Vice President Lyndon B. Johnson was
sworn in as president.

1967: The U.N. Security Council approved Reso-
lution 242, which called for Israel to withdraw from
territories it had captured the previous June, and
implicitly called on adversaries to recognize Israel’s
right to exist.

1977: Regular passenger service between New
York and Europe on the supersonic Concorde began
on a trial basis.

TODAY IN HISTORY

“I realized that I could positively impact somebody
with photos,” says George. “I saw something beautiful
and captured it in a photo, and somebody else saw it
and saw the joy and the beauty in it too. That really hit
home for me.”

George took photography classes throughout her
four years in high school. She learned how to use a 45-
millimeter camera and navigated the dark room with
aplomb. In college, she decided to pursue an education
degree rather than photography which sent her on a
path into teaching in adult community education for
28 years. 

Around age 50, George realized how much she was
missing her first passion. With the encouragement of
her family and friends, and the gift of a digital camera,
she was back behind the lens. George wanted to pho-
tograph it all—pets, cars, people, weddings, babies.
After dabbling in everything, she was drawn to wildlife
and landscape photography along with capturing mu-
sicians at concerts.

Seeking ‘inner light’

“When you start believing in yourself, that’s where
the magic happens,” says George. “I love watching
people do what they love to do because they’re so pas-
sionate and in the moment with their art. It’s an artist
capturing another artist.” 

George stays away from studio work or staged pho-
tographs. Instead, she strives to capture the “essence
of our inner light” and photograph honest moments
when people are acting as their true selves. When she
lifts up her camera, she feels herself become invisible
and only focuses on what’s going on through her lens. 

Some of her favorite photographs have happened in

these moments. During a drive through St. Mark’s
Wildlife Refuge, she saw a hawk flying in the distance
and hung her camera outside her car door, snapping
away. She managed to capture the exact moment when
the hawk was flying parallel to her car, turned its head,
and stared into her lens. 

Memories from Forgotten Coast

After Hurricane Michael, George put together a cal-
endar of photographs from the Forgotten Coast to sell.
These photos from Port St. Joe, St. Andrews, Panama
City, St. Marks and Mexico Beach portrayed places
that were wiped out due to the storm. She donated all
proceeds from the calendars to Second Harvest to help
the storm survivors. 

“It means a lot to me to know I’ve saved a memory
for somebody,” says George. “That’s a real special thing
to look back at your photos and relive an experience
that maybe we forgot or want relive again. I realized
photos can make a difference in people’s lives because
you don’t know when something or someone is going
to go.” 

George’s photographs have appeared in Florida Jazz
and Blues magazine, and most recently Florida Farm
and Family. She’s delighted to be a part of Photofest
once again, and hopes the stories inside the images
resonate with viewers. 

“When people say a photo moved them and brought
them to tears or joy, they honor me when they say
that,” says George. “It makes me feel like I’m doing
something good in this world. Every photo tells a story.
Some stories are poems, some are long novels. That’s
what I’m doing, I’m telling stories by capturing an es-
sence.”

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature writer for the
Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital area’s
umbrella agency for arts and culture (www.tallahas-
seearts.org).

"Online Dating," by Elizabeth E. George, who is part of the Photofest exhibit at the Artport. ELIZABETH E. GEORGE

George
Continued from Page 1C

Indy (A193555) is an adorable, and super sweet 10-
month-old pup. He came into shelter life as gentle as
he could be, but definitely on the shy-side. He was
pretty overwhelmed and so our team realized he was
much more likely to thrive and show his true self in the
comfort and safety of a foster home.

Indy is now more relaxed and enjoying life with his
foster family. Indy's foster mom says: "It's amazing
that he's only 10 months old because he seems like a
mature dog. He's amazing about not being under feet/
tripping, and he's very gentle on the leash and taking
treats. He doesn't demand attention but definitely ap-
preciates it. And he adorably naps next to me on the
couch. This little dude is an absolute sweetheart." 

Indy is also great with other dogs and according to
his foster mom, is very housebroken and while he oc-
casionally gets the zoomies, is more of a couch potato.

Interested in making this superb pup part of your
family? Get started today by emailing our Foster Team
at fosterpets@talgov.com and referencing his unique
animal ID# - A193555

h If you have an immediate question, you can give
us a call at 850-891-2950 (option 0) 

h The first step is to apply; you will need to fill out
the adoption questionnaire ahead of time by visiting
https://talgov.com/animals/asc-adopt.aspx

h Email the completed application to foster-
pets@talgov.com 

h Once approved, we will arrange the meet-and-
greet to see if Indy is the right fit for you!

Indy’s adoption fee would be $30, which includes
his neuter surgery, vaccines, microchip and registra-
tion. 

Animal Service Center, 1125 Easterwood Drive (Tom

Brown Park); 850-891-2950; www.talgov.com/ani-
mals. Open by appointment only, Monday-Sunday,
10-6. 

ADOPTABLE PET

Meet Indy

Indy’s adoption fee would be $30, which includes his
neuter surgery, vaccines, microchip and registration.
ANIMAL SERVICE CENTER

Animal Service Center

“Left-Handed Twin” by Thomas Perry (Mysteri-
ous Press)

Since she married a wealthy surgeon, Jane White-
field has been trying to leave her old life behind, but
when a friend sends a terrified young woman named
Sara to her, Jane feels compelled to help.

Working with her boyfriend, Sara had been making
a lot of money as a Hollywood party planner. But that
was before she cheated on him and he found out. After
he killed her lover right in front of her, she testified
against him. But when a jury failed to convict him, he
vowed to kill her for her double betrayal.

So begins “The Left-Handed Twin,” the ninth novel
in Thomas Perry’s series featuring Whitefield, a mod-
ern woman with the sensibilities of her Seneca Native
American ancestors, who is an expert at helping terri-

fied people disappear.
This time, however, it isn’t just the person Jane is

helping who is being hunted. 
Sara’s boyfriend seeks the Russian mafia’s help to

track her down. They agree, but not because they care
about finding Sara. They’ve heard whispers about the
mysterious woman who has helped dozens of people
disappear and know that there are others who would
pay dearly to learn the woman’s secrets.

So it is Jane, not Sara, whom they are really after.
The result is a dangerous cat-and-mouse game that

unfolds as Jane, intent on protecting Sara even at the
expense of her own life, leads pursuers on an often vio-
lent chase that begins in the Buffalo, NY, suburbs and
veers from New York City to Boston to Maine’s Appa-
lachian wilderness. 

The tension is thick, the story unfolds at a rapid
pace, the characters are well developed, and, as usual
in a Thomas Perry novel, the tale is tightly written. 

BOOK REVIEW

A hider is hunted in ‘Left-Handed Twin’
Bruce DeSilva 
ASSOCIATED PRESS


