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“My end goal through everything I do is to create
true public spaces for healing, knowledge exchange
and individual and community uplift,” says public
historian Tatiana M. Daguillard. “I keep that at the
forefront of my work. It’s important to keep voices
alive. It’s important to honor voices that have been
historically disenfranchised. That’s what I do.” 

Daguillard is the project manager for Blueprint
Intergovernmental Agency’s History and Culture
Trail, which shares and celebrates the rich history
and culture of the neighborhoods, businesses, and
people living in the areas surround the Capital Cas-
cades Trail and FAMU Way Extension projects. 

Blueprint addresses the community’s pressing
infrastructure needs by building projects that sup-
port community envisioned facilities, alternative
transportation, passive recreation and wildlife-
habitat preservation.

In partnership with the Council on Culture & Arts
(COCA), the History and Culture Trail project is now
accepting original public art submissions to com-
plement the trail’s educational kiosks now through
Dec.10. 

‘Art in their own backyards’

“Art reflects people, and people reflect art,” says
Daguillard. “We heard directly from residents who
wanted there to be an art component and wanted 

Tatiana Daguillard is the project manager for Blueprint Intergovernmental Agency’s History and Culture Trail, which
shares and celebrates the rich history and culture of the neighborhoods, businesses, and people living in the areas
surrounding the Capital Cascades Trail and FAMU Way Extension projects. PROVIDED

‘Spaces for healing’
Drawing on history for the Culture Trail

Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

The Smokey Hollow memorial in Cascades Park
features a fountain and spirit houses to
commemorate the one-time black community
displaced by urban renewal in the 1960s. GERALD
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Learn more
What: Call for Public Art — History & Culture Trail
Project 

When: Application deadline by 11:59 p.m. on Dec.
10 

Contact: For more information, visit
coca.tallahasseearts.orgSee HEALING, Page 2C

When Barbara Bush offered jour-
nalist Jean Becker a position in the
White House, Becker initially hesitat-
ed to accept.

“I loved being a journalist,” Becker
said. “I loved writing.”

But her dad gave her the encourag-
ing nudge she needed: “What in the
hell do you mean you are hesitant? You
should go to work for the First Lady!”
she recalls him saying.

A USA Today reporter and graduate
of the prestigious University of Mis-
souri journalism school, Becker had no
plans to enter the political arena. That
shifted when she covered the 1988
election, during which she served as
Barbara Bush and Kitty Dukakis’ editor
when they agreed to write a weekly
column for USA Today. The future First
Lady saw in this young journalist skills
that would take her down a path she
could never have imagined — especial-

ly considering
she grew up a
Democrat!

Becker went
on to become
the longest-
serving chief of
staff in the Bush
41 administra-
tion. Following
Bush’s presi-
dency, she
moved to Hous-
ton and con-
tinued to work
by his side for
the remaining
25 years of his
life. Now, Becker
has returned to

doing what she loves most — writing —
with her experience in the White
House and beyond as material.

Until recently, Becker said she
hadn’t really considered writing a book
about President Bush. She made it
clear that “tell-all” stories were never
an option. But there was no denying
the fact that she was uniquely posi-
tioned to write about his post-presi-
dency.

After President Bush’s death,
friends encouraged Becker to consider
a book project. Her resulting memoir,
“The Man I Knew: The Amazing Story
of George H.W. Bush’s Post-Presiden-
cy,” is a compelling portrait of the most
experienced and, some consider, un-
dervalued President in modern histo-
ry. 

On Nov. 16, Becker will visit Talla-
hassee for a conversation at Midtown
Reader to discuss her new book, writ-
ten during the pandemic, and the 

Sally Bradshaw
Guest columnist

Author to
speak on
H.W. Bush

“The Man I Knew:
The Amazing Story
of George H.W.
Bush’s
Post-Presidency.”
PROVIDED

See BECKER, Page 2C

What rational person doesn’t think
it’s a good idea to cut back on automo-
bile congestion in Tallahassee?

That’s why the Thomasville Road
Multi-Use Path, which would construct
a wider passageway for bicyclists and
in-line skaters on the east sidewalk of
one of the city’s busiest thoroughfares,
looks so tidy on the website. Hey, I am all
for ….

Hold on, just a minute. I must gather
my thoughts, again. My new home office
is right next to Thomasville Road. Near
South Ride. The umpteenth auto that
obviously has a bazooka for a muffler
just rattled the walls. I have gotten used
to the constant whir of car wheels and

ambulance wails on the four lanes of as-
phalt, but the muscle cars fly by with the
intense cacophony of a NASCAR race.

Anyway, where was I? Oh, yeah. The
first widening segment of the proposed
Thomasville Road Multi-Use Path is set
to take place between Betton Road,
which is shut now for months of reno-
vations, to Armistead Road, which bor-
ders the walker friendly Guyte McCord
Park.

Studying the feasibility stage

The second segment stretches north
from Armistead, past Tallahassee Nurs-
eries, to Metropolitan Boulevard. Again,
it looks good on the website (crtpa.org). I
just wonder why it took so long for the
Capital Region Transportation Planning
Agency (CRTPA, for you alphabet-soup
fans) to notify the path’s feasibility stage
to all homeowners along the way?

Let’s talk about the Multi-Use Path over din of traffic

Mark Hinson
Guest columnist

See PATH, Page 2C
Two women take a morning walk through McCord Park on Thursday, Oct. 21.
ALICIA DEVINE/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT
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the art to reflect the African American voices, artistry
and historicity of the area. Public art would be able to
communicate a level of playfulness and vibrancy, to
the children especially. They wanted the local commu-
nity children to have art in their own backyards.” 

Most of the work for the History and Culture Trail
has taken place through citizen work groups and com-
mittees. Daguillard says the project is rooted in a 2015
FAMU historical survey conducted by the history de-
partment and the City of Tallahassee. In 2016, Blue-
print began the trail project to honor adjacent resilient
neighborhoods, civil rights advocates, and the eco-
nomic engines of the communities located along FA-
MU Way. 

Daguillard was first introduced to Blueprint’s work
via The John G. Riley Center and Museum. As an un-
dergraduate history major at Florida State University,
she had interned at museums around town, including
Mission San Luis, the Goodwood Museum and Gar-
dens, and the Museum of Florida History. In all her
roles, she was curious as a historian how to contribute
to the community beyond written scholarship. 

“I asked myself, how do you bring history to where
the people are?” says Daguillard. “Where they work,
live and play?”

Her mentor at the Museum of Florida History rec-
ommended she work with the Riley Museum. Daguil-
lard fell in love with the Riley Museum’s mission as an
African American minority institution and began
working there full-time after graduation. 

“They were really bringing the history to people in a
way that was fun, consumable, and sometimes life-
changing,” says Daguillard. “For me that was the key
moment in my life where I realized I can be a public
historian. I can champion preservation without work-
ing in a gallery, archive, library or museum. There are
tangible ways to get people excited and energized
about what’s around them.” 

Collecting oral history, life stories 

Daguillard gained experience through her work at
the Riley Museum and throughout Florida through the
African American Heritage Preservation network.

When the museum partnered with Blueprint for a
historic sidewalk project, she became interested in
how infrastructure and transportation planning could
preserve community history within artful designs and
projects. 

Daguillard earned her master’s degree with a focus
on historical preservation from FAMU while working
for the Florida Department of Transportation before
beginning her dream job at Blueprint. She had the op-
portunity to work on the Smokey Hollow Commem-
oration project as a part of the Cascades Park Trail,
and has watched the History and Culture Trail come
together piece by piece over the last six years.

“There’s a lot of great history in this area, but not

much of it has been written down so if you try to look
for some local books on the history of the neighbor-
hoods near FAMU Way you’re not going to find a lot,”
says Daguillard, who worked with the citizen work-
ing groups and committees to gather research. “For
this project we’ve been consulting living room repos-
itories and meeting legacy citizens where they are,
typically in their homes to collect interviews.”

Once the team collected and compiled oral and
written histories from the community, a consulting
team allowed this research to inform the design for
the educational kiosks. Daguillard says this ap-
proach has ensured that the community’s narrative
is what is driving the project, and the citizen’s group
has been a part of every step of the process with fre-
quent meetings and open houses.

Daguillard has been moved by the depth of infor-
mation shared with the project team. The citizens
who shared their life stories— “the highs, lows, the
heartaches, the tragedies, and the blessings”—have
all motivated her as a public historian to represent
their voices in a way that empowers and gives agen-
cy.

‘Amplify the voices’

“We have to remember that everything we do re-
flects back to the communities that we are working
with and we have a civic duty to respect and amplify
the voices that we are working with without inserting
ourselves into that,” says Daguillard. “I love people
and I think part of being a good historian is listening.
Listening with intent to people and trying to under-
stand them where they are and figuring out ways you
can best get their voice across to others.”

Daguillard says the goal of the public art call is to
allow artists locally and nationally to propose pieces
that will highlight aspects of the community’s histo-
ry beyond what’s included on the informational ki-
osks. Interested artists can find the historical content
and research on COCA’s digital prospectus, as well as
view a recorded information session about the pro-
ject. 

“I’m really hoping that they add another level of
interpretation to the trail and I’m really excited to see
what artwork ideas are complimentary to the sta-
tions,” says Daguillard, who has been emotionally
overwhelmed by many aspects of this project. 

“We have cultural trails around the state of Flori-
da, but none like this. A lot of folks did not see them-
selves, their lived experiences, their stories and
friendships, joys, and cries as a part of this evolving
community history,” Dauguillard said.

“For a lot of people this was a healing project and
process. They started viewing themselves as a part of
their own community history, and not as these isolat-
ed individuals that just lived. It’s a triumphant mo-
ment when we breakthrough that you are important
because you are. Just because you existed.”

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature writer for the
Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital area’s
umbrella agency for arts and culture (www.tallahas-
seearts.org). 

Smokey Hollow Barbershop is part of the History in Your Hands storymaps. HISTORY IN YOUR HANDS

Healing
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I found out about the Multi-Use plan when opposi-
tion activists told me about it in September. A post-
card from the CRTPA arrived in the snail mail a month
later.

Wait, I am having a hard time hearing myself think.
Yet another car with speakers blasting at the volume
of an air-raid siren is passing on Thomasville Road.
The metal license plate holders on the front and back
of the car vibrate with a metallic rattle because the
bass speakers are so loud. A vocalist yells indecipher-
able gibberish over the pounding music. From here, it
sounds like one of those psycho-rant speeches by
Adolf Hitler. Or maybe Alf.

Considering the cyclists

Like I was saying, I am friends with many avid bi-
cyclists. One pal kicks much bike butt in organized
competitions on the weekends. Another puts 2,000
miles per year on his bicycle. Online, I follow The
SpokesPeople, a roving bike gang so non-intimidat-
ing that artists are members, as they pedal on outings
in quaint Monticello and the marvelous Tallahassee-
St. Marks Historic Railroad State Trail.

I try to block out my high-school friend’s death on
a bike (thanks to a drunk driver) and the recent near-
fatal collision of a former colleague who got hit on a
country road near Havana (thanks to a drunk driver).
Operators of autos always seem to be the natural ene-
my of bicyclists. That’s why I look both ways to make
sure no bicyclists, joggers, dogwalkers, e-scooters,
motorized wheelchairs or pedestrians might be on the
sidewalk before I pull out into the chaos of traffic on
Thomasville Road because ….

Holy cannoli, did you see how fast that motorist
was barreling down the roadway?

Where the hell is the four-alarm fire, buddy? The
speed limit on Thomasville Road is 45 mph. It must be
a suggestion because hardly anyone drives 45. The
cars and trucks race along at 55 mph and up. No won-
der there are so many rear-end collisions and pileups
along this stretch.

Reviewing deadly statistics 

Every time I’m heading north and drive toward Tal-
lahassee Nurseries, which is located atop a hill on
Thomasville Road, I slow down because I know some
motorist might make a sudden left turn in front me or
a car might bolt out of the nursery’s entrance. I have
always found it harder to make a sudden stop going
60 mph. That doggone physics.

Now where was I? Oh, yeah. I have visited bike-
friendly cities such as Portland, Oregon, Williams-
burg, Virginia, and Amsterdam in Holland. In those
cities, the motorists must power down and take a
backseat to bicycle traffic. A compromise between
the fossil fuel-driven engines and the power of hu-
man legs, if you will.

Good luck bringing safety to Florida. Currently,
Florida is the deadliest state in the union for bicy-
clists. We’re, gulp, No. 1.

Excuse me. Is the Luftwaffe taking off from Thom-
asville Road or are more belching Harley Davidson
motorcycles passing by? 

I don’t know what’s worse, the burping rumble of
Hogs or the high-pitched whines of imported motor-
cycles. Everyone is in a hurry to see Interstate 10, I
guess. 

Meeting up with obstacles

In early November, I drove up Thomasville Road to
a meeting about the Multi-Use Path plans at the
School of Arts & Sciences, near Dorothy B. Oven Park.
I wanted to get different views on the pros and cons.
What I got was sunshine and roses from a PR firm that
had displays set up that were basically the website.

I wanted to ask why a phone company had just put
up a new 5G utility pole next the sidewalk by Talla-
hassee Nurseries and was it going to be relocated?
And was the construction project going to be over-
seen by the same brainiacs who closed off Betton
Road, detoured traffic to Sixth Avenue and then cut
Sixth down to one lane to make way for sidewalk ren-
ovations? I was invited to fill out a form. This column
must be it.

Is someone flying a Huey helicopter up the center
of Thomasville Road? Or is a crew filming a sequel to
“Mad Max: Fury Road” by my office? Pretty sure The
Road Warrior would feel at home here.

Devoted bicyclists are naturally jazzed for the Mul-
ti-Use Path. Opponents who live on Thomasville
Road have pointed out that there are 44 driveways
and street crossings along the first and second seg-
ment. 

They see lawsuits galore in the future.
How much this road-on-top-of-a-sidewalk project

will ultimately cost seems to be a closely guarded se-
cret – but I know who’s paying for it. Look in the mir-
ror.

The CRTPA Board decides whether to move for-
ward with the Multi-Use Path matter in January
2022.

Contact Mark Hinson, whose riverfront family-
farm in Marianna is now mostly a preserved state
park, at mark.hinson59@gmail.com

Path
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singular life she has led as the longest-serving chief of
staff to the 41st President.

“The Man I Knew” is a story only Becker could tell.
Through letters, emails, and memories, she takes her
reader on a fascinating front-row journey through the
years that followed the 41st presidency. Filled with
personal stories, Becker’s book is a reminder of what
public service can and should be.

How many former presidents are joined by former
heads-of-state Mikhail Gorbachev, John Major, and
Brian Mulroney at their 80th birthday party? How
many statements of condolence does a former Presi-
dent have to issue (and what happens when Becker’s
sister is enlisted to write one)? How do you confirm
the suspected assassination of the Crown Prince of
Saudi Arabia? And Lady Gaga? Unsure who she was,
he nonetheless found her “quite charming.”

Becker details Bush’s unusual relationship with
Bill Clinton as they came together to raise funds for
the massive tsunami that hit South Asia on Christmas
Day 2004, then later for Hurricane Katrina. Among
the many moving anecdotes is Becker’s travel with
Bush upon his return to Chici Jima, the Japanese is-
land where he was shot down as the youngest pilot in
the US Navy during WWII. 

“He was a bigger-than-life person who lived life
with so much joy and fun and energy, and as a result
there were all these great stories,” Becker said. 

With so many years’ worth of stories, Becker said
she agonized over which ones to include. She noted

that her editor “gave [her] a great gift” in directing her
not to interview anyone for the book. “I just want you
to tell your story…this is the behind-the-scenes look at
a former president and what happens to our presi-
dents when they leave office,” he told her.

At a time in our nation’s history where political di-
vide has left us feeling under siege, it’s refreshing to
read about a man for whom personal relationships
were more important than the political and whose
service to country significantly exceeded his short
four years in office.

Those of us fortunate to serve in the Bush admini-
stration know Jean as clever, tough, loyal, funny and
always gracious — not unlike her boss. As a very
young White House staffer, I considered Jean a rock
star, and am grateful that she eventually became a
mentor and friend.

Sally Bradshaw is the owner of Midtown Reader, an
independent bookstore in Tallahassee’s Midtown,

Becker
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If you go
What: Jean Becker, former Chief of Staff to President

George H. W. Bush, speaks and signs
her new book, The Man I Knew: The
Amazing Story of George H. W. Bush’s
Post-Presidency

Where: In-person at Midtown Reader,
1123 Thomasville Road

When: 7 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 16. Arrive
early; crowd expected.

Details: Contact Midtown Reader at 850-425-2665 or
visit midtownreader.com

Becker
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