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Jerrod Walters never dreamed of a career in education, though his recent success as the

music teacher at Riley Elementary School would indicate otherwise. h Admired by his peers

and students alike, he was recently selected as the school’s Teacher of the Year. Though he’s

relatively new to the position, he has proven himself in just two years as a faculty member. 

Playtime
refreshes

Amanda Karioth Thompson Council on Culture & Arts

See TEACHERS, Page 2C

Teachers renew connections at the drum circle

Teachers 
experimented with 
an array of drums and 
percussion instruments.
AMANDA KARIOTH THOMPSON
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Local is

Better
Visit capitalhealth.com/enrolltoday
or call 850-518-6643.

Don't wait!
FIVE OUT OF FIVE STARS

MEDICARE ADVANTAGE PLANS

PREMIUMS$0

1491 Governors Square Blvd.,
Tallahassee, FL 32301

In-person seminars:

Discover our NEW plan options that pair the quality
benefits you need with the value you deserve — now
including a $0 premium plan! Our Medicare experts
will help you find the right plan for your needs and
budget, so just give us a call or join us at a seminar.

Seminar Nov 18th 10:00
Seminar Dec 1st 2:00
Seminar Dec 3rd 2:00
Seminar Dec 7th 3:00

Damayan means “to help each other” in Filipino,
which is the perfect word to describe the Damayan
Garden Project, a nonprofit organization that was
founded over 30 years ago with one purpose: to in-
crease food security for low-income families. 

For seven years, Damayan was a grassroots, volun-
teer-run organization planting only family gardens.
But, a desire to expand into the community and educa-
tion led to planting community gardens in under-
served neighborhoods, community centers, and
schoolyards.

Now, the mostly volunteer-run organization is look-

ing for partners who want to support local food sys-
tems through community education and collabora-
tion. 

Damayan Garden Project is one of nine local non-
profits being recognized with a $1,000 grant for their
work by the Beatitude Foundation and #GiveTLH, a
community effort underwritten by philanthropist and
businessman Rick Kearney. Each organization’s story
will be shared in the Democrat, along with information
about how you can help.

Damayan partners with community organizations
and schools to establish garden spaces and implement
outreach education. Currently, two gardens are tended
in Frenchtown and one is at the South City Tech 

Damayan Garden planting seeds to expand food project
Heather Fuselier
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

About #GiveTLH
#GiveTLH, underwritten by the Beatitude Foundation
and Rick Kearney, is a look at nine nonprofits in our
community and how you can help them in their
life-changing work. At the conclusion of this series,
Kearney will award grants to the nonprofit that gets
the most votes in an online poll. For more profiles,
visit give.tallahassee.com. See GARDEN, Page 4C

There is much said about the child welfare crisis in
our community, but little said about our societal re-
sponsibility to respond beyond supporting those do-
ing that important work of caring and nurturing chil-
dren in state custody.

The urgency is for our community’s children, be-
fore the state must take the step of removing them
from their parents’ care. An action that, while some-
times necessary and important, creates trauma and
long-term ramifications on a child’s well-being.

On Saturday, Nov. 13, Safe Families for Children is
partnering with the Pregnancy Help and Information
Center, who provides parent education and maternal
and child health outreach, and Angelwinz, a domes-
tic violence and trafficking victim ministry center, to
hold an event of awareness, family fun, and fundrais-
ing for all three organizations.

Baby Steps Life Walk, is being hosted at the Family
Worship and Praise Center, 2344 Lake Bradford
Road, from 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. There will be family-
friendly activities and opportunities to connect with
these organizations and find out how to help.

Getting neighbors involved

Our government institutions are an important
part of our social structure and are staffed and sup-
ported by many people with great compassion and
integrity. But no one has the insight and perspective
on the issues underlying the needs of families more
than their neighbors.

Government intervenes with families when crisis,
abuse, and neglect occur. It is far less equipped, de-
spite its best efforts, to offer the relational, preventa-
tive measures families need before there is a crisis
and their children are vulnerable to abuse.

Of the more than 20,000 reports received by the
Florida Abuse Hotline in July, just 1,682 children were
determined unsafe, and 3,143 met criteria for further
assessments. What happened to the almost 15,000
who did not fall into those parameters? Who should
respond to their requests for help?

According to DCF’s own statistics only about 25%
of the children removed from their homes in Septem-
ber were removed because of abuse, the other remov-
als were due to issues related to poverty, circum-
stance and even emotional distress of the parent.

Someone to call

What if those families had a neighbor to call first?
How could we as a community change that trajec-
tory?

Government-run programs and agencies are gen-
erally not designed to provide the long term, relation-
al support we all need as parents: the friend to watch
our children when we cannot or to call in the middle
of the night to ascertain if a situation is normal or
something more urgent. Many of us living without
that safety network in our lives have not hit rock bot-
tom yet, but we are still isolated and in need of

Cathy Campbell
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Support for
families in crisis
part of community
responsibility

See CRISIS, Page 3C
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Enter a numeral
from 1 through 9 in
each cell of the
grid. Each row,
column and region
must contain only
one instance of
each numeral.

Yesterday’s
solution

Note: Puzzles in-
crease in difficulty
from Monday
through Sunday.

Blues singer Bobby Rush is 87. Ac-
tor Albert Hall (“Ally McBeal,” “Be-
loved”) is 84. Country singer Donna
Fargo is 80. Lyricist Tim Rice is 77.
Actor Jack Scalia is 71. Actor-come-
dian Sinbad is 65. Actor Mackenzie
Phillips (“One Day at a Time”) is 62.
Actor Hugh Bonneville (“Downton

Abbey”) is 58. Comedian Tommy Davidson (“In
Living Color”) is 58. Actor Michael Jai White is 57.
Country singer Chris Cagle is 53. Comedian Tracy
Morgan (“30 Rock”) is 53. Actor Ellen Pompeo
(“Grey’s Anatomy”) is 52. Actor Orny Adams (TV’s
“Teen Wolf”) is 51. Rapper U-God of Wu-Tang Clan
is 51. Rapper Warren G is 51. Actor Walton Goggins
(“The Unicorn,” “The Shield”) is 50. Contemporary
Christian singer Matt Maher is 47. Singer-guitarist
Jim Adkins of Jimmy Eat World is 46. Rapper Eve is
43. Bassist Chris Joannou of Silverchair is 42. Ac-
tor Heather Matarazzo is 39. Country singer Mi-
randa Lambert is 38. Actor Josh Peck (“Drake and
Josh”) is 35. Singer Vinz Dery of Nico and Vinz is 31.
Actor Genevieve Buechner (“UnREAL”) is 30. Actor
Zoey Deutch (“Vampire Academy”) is 27. Actor
Kiernan Shipka (“Mad Men”) is 22. Actor Macken-
zie Foy (“Twilight”) is 21.

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Morgan

Aries (March 21-April 19). You will align yourself
with a timeless strength as you call on the ideas of ad-
mired thinkers and brave ones who paved the way for
what you want to accomplish.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Sometimes you follow
your muses, but today, they follow you, tugging at your
sleeve, whispering in your ear, pulling your attention to
the things with most creative potential.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). You’ve given slightly more
than you had to give, which put you in a deficit. So if
you find yourself struggling in some way, the answer is
to stop and replenish. This will keep you from getting in
way over your head.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). There is so much that is
at least somewhat true, you will need to narrow the cri-
teria to move efficiently through the day. Instead of
asking, “What is true?” ask, “What will help me move
forward?”

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You’ve the urge to wander
and take in new views. No need to plan the excursion,
as the agenda could only get in the way of following
your felicitous impulses – of which you’ll have many!

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Playing around is a good
way to figure out what might work, but the only way to
know what will work is to go in for the real deal. You’re
ready, and the world is also ready for you.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Believe those seeking an-

swers but doubt those who claim to have found them.
Their solutions won’t necessarily be false or wrong, but
you need a custom-fitted result.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Could you contribute to
the elevation of the collective spirit of humanity? Of
course! The spiritual tides rise with every gesture you
make to uplift yourself and others.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Question your level of
daring. Is it enough? You haven’t made very many mis-
takes, which is a sign you may not be leaning into your
adventurous spirit at the level you could be.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You’ll deal with people
whose values are similar but not the same. Creating
mutually satisfying solutions will be easier when you
stay curious and make no assumptions.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). An heirloom, family sto-
ry or genetic inheritance will affect the way your plot
moves, making you aware of the influence of a lineage.
You’ve a talent for working with or building on what-
ever you’re given.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Making things pretty in
your home will make them pretty in your mind. Wheth-
er visitors see the end result is irrelevant. You see it,
and your self-image improves with every upgrade.

Today’s birthday (Nov. 10). You have many power-
ful ideas, and your thought patterns can be strong
enough to motivate you through weather fair and foul. 

ASTROLOGY HOLIDAY MATHIS

Today is Wednesday, Nov. 10, the 314th day of
2021. There are 51 days left in the year. 

On this date: 
1775: The U.S. Marines were organized under au-

thority of the Continental Congress. 
1871: Journalist-explorer Henry M. Stanley found

Scottish missionary David Livingstone, who had
not been heard from for years, near Lake Tanganyi-
ka in central Africa.

1928: Hirohito was enthroned as Emperor of Ja-
pan.

1944: During World War II, the ammunition ship
USS Mount Hood (AE-11) exploded while moored at
the Manus Naval Base in the Admiralty Islands in
the South Pacific, leaving 45 confirmed dead and
327 missing and presumed dead. 

1951: Customer-dialed long-distance telephone
service began as Mayor M. Leslie Denning of Engle-
wood, New Jersey, called Alameda, California, May-
or Frank Osborne without operator assistance. 

1969: The children’s educational program “Sesa-
me Street” made its debut on National Educational
Television (later PBS).

1975: The U.N. General Assembly approved a res-
olution equating Zionism with racism (the world
body repealed the resolution in Dec. 1991). 

1982: The newly finished Vietnam Veterans Me-
morial was opened to its first visitors in Washing-
ton, D.C., three days before its dedication. 

2009: John Allen Muhammad, mastermind of
the 2002 sniper attacks that killed 10 in the Wash-
ington, D.C. region, was executed. President Barack
Obama visited Fort Hood, Texas, where he somber-
ly saluted the 13 Americans killed in a shooting ram-
page, and pledged that the killer would be “met with
justice – in this world, and the next.”

TODAY IN HISTORY

TD-GCI0731582-02

opment opportunities like this have been rare over the
past few years, the drumming seminar felt like “a
breath of fresh air. We got to learn and play a little bit.
As a teacher, you’re always a student as well. I’ve got-
ten a lot of creative ideas from this workshop that I can
add to what I already do and some new things I can try.
It keeps the excitement in it and it’s always good to get
more ideas and reboot yourself as a teacher.”

Walters echoed those sentiments and said “this has
been invaluable because it’s given me so many options
on how to engage students. Drumming is something
that every student can be involved in no matter their
skill level. The networking is the best part to me be-
cause you can gather ideas and hear what other people
are doing.”

Drumming renews smiles and energy

Register was hoping for that outcome and recogniz-
es that “as music teachers, we’re islands in our own
schools. There’s one elementary music teacher in ev-
ery school, so coming together like this is a way for us
to connect and to support and encourage each other.” 

“This was a good shot in the arm. We don’t know,
from week to week, what the next change is going to
be. The teachers’ faces when they came in this morn-
ing, they looked pretty stressed. Everyone is tired but
there are now smiles everywhere and people have
more energy. They’re connecting,” said Register. 

Turner’s main goal is to facilitate these kinds of
connections through drumming, and he wants teach-
ers to experience it so they can pass it on to their stu-
dents. “Drums don’t care what color you are, who you
love, who you worship, or where you were born. They
just give people an opportunity to connect. That’s the
most important thing for the future of our world.” 

This article is part of COCA’s Creativity Persists col-
lection and highlights how area arts educators are
continuing to teach and inspire during the COVID-19
pandemic. Amanda Karioth Thompson is the Assis-
tant Director for the Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is
the capital area’s umbrella agency for arts and culture
(www.tallahasseearts.org). 

In that time, Walters has drawn heavily on his back-
ground in music which began in middle school with
piano. As a college student at Florida A&M University,
he played alto saxophone in the Marching 100 and was
a member of FAMU’s symphonic band, jazz band, gos-
pel choir, and concert choir.

Even with all his experience as a musician, he leans
on fellow music educators to learn best instructional
practices. “I get a lot of help from my colleagues, and
they are so generous with their knowledge and exper-
tise,” Walters said. “I can’t do it without these people.”

Continuing education for teachers

Mary Register is one of those people. She’s a veter-
an music teacher at Springwood Elementary School
and serves as the district’s music developer. She rec-
ognized a need for teacher professional development
opportunities which have been significantly curtailed
because of the pandemic. Continuing education is im-
portant for all teachers, especially new ones like Wal-
ters.

“We’ve had a lot of teacher turnover in the past few
years and it’s been a long time since we’ve had any
drumming in-service,” explained Register. “We have a
lot of new teachers that might be coming fresh out of
their degree programs and they may not have a lot of
hands on drumming experience in their classroom.”

School budgets are especially tight these days and
Register knew she’d need to identify an outside source
to support the seminar she envisioned. What she
didn’t know was that the Council on Culture & Arts
(COCA) had just received a grant through the Duke En-
ergy Foundation’s Powerful Communities program to
fund exactly these kinds of professional development
opportunities. 

Register and COCA invited Giving Tree Music, Inc.
to lead a six-hour “playshop” open to all elementary
school music teachers in the district. This nationally
recognized organization facilitates teacher trainings
and drum circles and Steve Turner has been doing this
kind of work for more than 20 years. 

“There’s really not a group I haven’t worked with at
this point, from nuns to jails and everything in be-
tween,” said Turner. He wants teachers to see that they
don’t need a classroom full of drums for their students
to have a meaningful music making experience. “Ev-
erything can be used as a drum,” he emphasized. This
concept provides freedom for teachers who have a lim-
ited collection of instruments.

‘A breath of fresh air’

Turner brought an array of drums and other percus-
sive options for attendees to experiment with. Teach-
ers were encouraged to bring some of their own class-
room percussion instruments to learn new ways of in-
corporating them into their instruction. Mich’ele Bar-
rington brought her favorite boomwhackers which are
lightweight, hollow, color-coded, plastic tubes, tuned
to a musical pitch by length. 

Barrington is the music teacher at Sabal Palm Ele-
mentary School. She said “boomwhackers are one of
the least expensive ways to apply music and the kids
love them. I don’t have a lot of the tubano and djembe
drums so I’m going to try a drum circle with boom-
whackers, hand drums, and some of our other percus-
sion instruments.”

Barrington added that because professional devel-

Mary Register conducts the drum circle musicians. TALLAHASSEE

Jerrod Walters and Mich’ele Barrington listen to
Steve Turner’s instructional strategies. AMANDA

KARIOTH THOMPSON

Teachers
Continued from Page 1C


