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"Frankly, We Did Win This Election"
PROVIDED PHOTO

Over the course of his 20+ year ca-
reer in journalism, Michael Bender has
interviewed me more times than I can
remember. Now senior White House
reporter for the Wall Street Journal,
Bender spent years as part of Florida’s
capital press corps, writing for the
Tampa Bay Times and The Palm Beach

Post.
But now, Bender

joked, the shoe was on
the other foot, as we set-
tled in to talk about his
first book, “Frankly, We
Did Win This Election:
The Inside Story of How
Trump Lost.”

“I covered Trump for more than five
years,” he told me. (Bender joined the
Journal in 2016 and, over the course of
those five years, published more than
1,100 stories about Trump.) “I’ve al-
ways had book ideas in the back of my
mind, but I knew if I didn’t write some-
thing at this point, I was never going to
do it.”

Bender will return to Florida’s 

Reporter will
sign copies of
Trump book
at Midtown
Reader event
Sandi Poreda
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Bender

See BENDER, Page 2C

If you go
What: Michael C. Bender, senior White
House reporter for the Wall Street
Journal, speaks and signs his new
book, “Frankly, We Did Win This
Election: The Inside Story of How
Trump Lost” 

Where: In-person at Midtown Reader,
1123 Thomasville Road 

When: 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 28 

Details: Contact Midtown Reader
(midtownreader.com) 850-425-2665

Tallahassee Democrat | SUNDAY, OCTOBER 24, 2021 | 1C

TLHLIFE

The past year has brought an immense amount of joy
to violist Nia Morgan. The 17-year-old junior at Leon
High School says she would choose composer Antonin
Dvorak’s fourth movement in the “American” quartet to
accompany this time in her life. 

“It’s this light airy movement that people have de-
scribed as a train ride through the American country-
side,” says Morgan. “This last year of my life has felt like
a journey and I feel like there’s been so much fun along
the way and I’ve been learning so many things. I think
that would be a good soundtrack for where I am right
now.” 

Morgan is a part of the Tallahassee Youth Orchestras
’ award-winning TYO Quartet. TYO will showcase the
quartet among other small ensembles for a free com-
munity concert on Oct. 30.

In addition to sharing live music with the communi-
ty, Morgan is most looking forward to playing music by

composer Florence Price, who was the first African-
American woman to be recognized as a symphonic
composer. 

Excited to play music of black woman composer

“I’m really excited to play her music, one, as a mem-
ber of the Black community and show the talents of
other African American musicians, and two, to explore
this genre of music that doesn’t get enough light,” says
Morgan. “We’re always so into the Mozart’s and Beetho-
ven’s but I feel like there are so many pieces of music out
there that are getting overlooked. I’m excited that we
have the opportunity to show Florence Price’s passion
that she put into the quartet.” 

In fourth grade, Morgan was introduced to a variety
of orchestral instruments. Once she heard the viola’s
sound however, she knew it was the only one she want-
ed to play.

Leon junior ‘has fun along
the way’ with Youth Orchestra

Nia Morgan plays the viola with the Tallahassee
Youth Orchestra quartet. The group is giving a
concert on Oct. 30. TALLAHASSEE

Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

See MORGAN, Page 2C

“When Women Danced With Trees: 35 Unexpected Stories,”

(Gilberte Publishing) by Marina Brown, is an eclectic collec-

tion of short stories, personal essays, and articles that are

simply amazing in their breadth of subjects and vision. The

collection is divided into six sections.

If one technique dominates the collection, it is
the surprise ending reminiscent of O’Henry’s
finest stories, that moment when characters be-
have in unpredictable ways, shattering stereo-
types.

The varied characters range from homeless
men who have given up on “the thinnest of their
dreams,” to a Vietnamese grandfather who gifts
his dying mixed-race granddaughter with a last
concert; from a stuffy matron who lets it all go
and unwinds to popular music, to a little girl
whose “chilly red nose seemed to stretch for the
smell of caramel, whose lips were already wet
with the anticipation of the warm, sticky, candy-
coated apple.”

The first section, “Just Deserts — Served with
a Twist,” offers short stories with a sense of hu-
mor and irony, in settings ranging from a couple
on a sailboat to a salesman in an all-night mat-
tress store. The characters find themselves in
the most unusual situations and the outcomes
are sure to bring a smile and perhaps a chuckle
as well.

Ditching decorum

Several stories share the theme of adults
breaking free of expected decorum to rediscover
joy through childlike play. In “What They Don’t
Tell You in the AARP,” a married couple dining in
a restaurant react to a tableful of rowdy elderly 

Author of “When Women Danced with Trees,” Marina Brown holds her new book featuring 35 short stories for a portrait in
her home Wednesday, Oct. 20. ALICIA DEVINE/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

Twist and shout 
Marina Brown’s
stories dance with
unexpected joy

Donna Meredith
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See BROWN, Page 3C

Book and art
events
Marina Brown gave a
virtual presentation on
“How to Write a Winning
Short Story” for the
Florida Writers
Association event in
Orlando on Oct. 23. Her
novel “The Orphan of
Pitigliano” was named
Book of the Year last
year. 

Watercolor Portraits
with Marina Brown:
Marina Brown is
teaching a
watercolor portrait
class at the
Tallahassee Senior Center for four weeks: Tuesdays,
9-11 a.m., Oct 26 – Nov 16, $40

Talk on writing, Nov. 13: the Leon County Library
during NaNoWriMo, (National Novel Writing Month)
based on the three Gold medal-winning novels,
Brown will give a talk on “What makes a good novel
and how to get there yourself.” 

A book signing for “When Women Danced With
Trees” is scheduled for early next year at Midtown
Reader.

“When Women Danced
With Trees” by Marina
Brown DOUG KILIMAN

BOOK REVIEW
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Former Rolling Stones
bassist Bill Wyman is 85.
Actor F. Murray Abra-
ham is 82. Actor Kevin
Kline is 74. Actor B.D.
Wong is 61. Actor Zahn
McClarnon (“Reserva-
tion Dogs,” “Hawkeye”) is
Singer Monica is 41. Rap-
per-actor Drake is 35. 

CELEBRITY
BIRTHDAYS

Aries (March 21-April 19). The prob-
lem can be solved. First, take the pres-
sure off yourself so you can move again.
You’re going to need to walk around this
issue and see it from a few different van-
tage points.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). You’ll fin-
ish what you started. The accomplish-
ment is a significant boost to your confi-
dence. This is true even if no one knows
about it except you.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). You’ll trade
up in some way. High value, in this case,
is relative and will be determined on fit
alone. The option that suits you best will
not be the one with the highest price tag.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). The empa-
thy you feel changes you. When you
open yourself to listen deeply to another
person’s experience, you get a small
taste of the experience yourself and are
broadened accordingly.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You are fo-
cused on the difference you want to
make in the world. However serious you
are about the mission, approach it with
a light heart. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). No need to
hide the flaw or spin the story so it
sounds like you’re getting everything
right. That wouldn’t be relatable, and

therefore, it would only make it harder
to connect with people.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Everyone is
a performer to some extent. Sometimes
you’re a hit. Other times, the act flops.
That just hones your work. To win the
room, you first have to read it.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). How long
you’re in a place matters little compared
with what value you brought to the oth-
ers while you were there. 

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You’ll
feel loved today because there’s a per-
son who knows just how to make you
laugh or get you in the frame of mind to
act.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). The up-
grade isn’t necessarily better, just new-
er. It will stir up fresh energy and ideas,
though, so at least it’s something differ-
ent. Today, different will be good. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). It feels as
though you have a frenemy, or a rival
working at cross purposes to yours.
There is a way to turn this into a win-win
arrangement: Find the common pur-
pose you share.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Since you
can’t make everyone happy, just focus
on doing what needs to be done. Let the
others fend for themselves for a while. 

ASTROLOGY HOLIDAY NATHIS

Today is Sunday, Oct. 24, the 297th
day of 2021. There are 68 days left in the
year. 

On this date in: 
1861: The first transcontinental tele-

graph message was sent by Chief Jus-
tice Stephen J. Field of California from
San Francisco to President Abraham
Lincoln in Washington, D.C., over a line

built by the Western Union Telegraph
Co. 

1931: The George Washington Bridge,
connecting New York and New Jersey,
was officially dedicated (it opened to
traffic the next day).

1940: The 40-hour work week went
into effect under the Fair Labor Stan-
dards Act of 1938.

TODAY IN HISTORY

capital city to speak and sign books at
Midtown Reader at 7 p.m. Thursday,
Oct. 28.

Bender’s unique position afforded
him an incredible vantage from which to
document Trump’s first campaign and
presidential term.

“I covered Trump every day for a ma-
jor newspaper, and I got to know his

people,” he explained. “I could see what
was happening behind the scenes and
realized I really had something to share
— a story that would keep readers en-
gaged and turning the pages.”

Many people could see the chaos en-
circling the President, but few people,
Bender said, realized how far beyond
chaos the situation had evolved. People
said Trump was exhibiting a dangerous
desperation to hold on to power. Deci-
phering the information, however,
turned out to be the most challenging
thing about writing the book.

“For the first time in my memory, you
had a situation where six people could
go into a meeting and 10 versions of
what happened would come back out,”
he said. “This meant nothing in the book
could be single-sourced. I needed mul-
tiple confirmations because so many
people had been empowered to ‘free-
lance’ and create their own narratives.”

Beginning with President Trump’s
first impeachment and ending with his
second, “Frankly, We Did Win This Elec-
tion” brings readers inside the Oval Of-
fice, aboard Air Force One, and into the

front row of the movement’s signature
mega-rallies, telling the story of an epic
election-year convergence of COVID,
economic collapse, and civil rights up-
heaval — and an unorthodox president’s
attempt to battle it all.

The book debuted at No. 3 on the New
York Times bestseller list in July and is
already on its third printing, with an au-
diobook already completed. 

Sandi Poreda blogs about books and
authors for Midtown Reader for the
sheer love of reading. She also owns a
public relations firm and a bulldog.

Bender
Continued from Page 1C

She participated in Sealey Elemen-
tary’s Strings program before continuing
on to Raa Middle School. Currently, she
balances her role in the TYO quartet with
Leon High School’s orchestra, the Cap-
ital Singers Choir, the Melodious Cham-
ber Choir and the Steel Pan Ensemble. 

Morgan is dedicated to her craft, and
will aim for an hour and a half of practice
each day after school. She juggles several
pieces of music at any given time, in ad-
dition to her private practices and per-
sonal repertoire. Morgan makes a prac-
tice plan at the start of the week and as-
sesses which pieces she needs to brush
up on before rehearsals. 

Thriving on practice and
mentorship

“I once told a friend I’d rather practice
five minutes a day for five days rather
than go a day without practice,” says
Morgan. “Every day you’re building your
skill and muscle memory to keep it fresh
in your mind. My teacher tells me it’s im-
portant to stay consistent.” 

Morgan is grateful for the mentorship
and continued guidance of Dr. Megan
Sahely who served as her orchestra di-
rector at Raa Middle, and now at Leon
High. Morgan says Dr. Sahely has con-
nected her with several opportunities in
the community, and she strives to meet
the standards set by her teacher in the
classroom. 

Among these lessons are being a lead-
er and taking initiative in ensemble
work. Morgan says that while it can be
easy to compare yourself to other musi-
cians or orchestras, its most important
to stay positive and encourage everyone

you work with to be better. She’s also
learned a great deal form Dr. Pedro Maia
who served as the TYO Quartet’s coach. 

“He was adamant about how detail
oriented you should be as a string mu-
sician and how you should hold yourself
to a high standard,” says Morgan. “Ev-
erything you do should be mindful and
every single note should have some type
of thought or passion behind it. There is
no note that’s going to fly away and be
something that didn’t matter.” 

Driven by this passion, Morgan de-
scribes her own style on the viola as be-
ing focused and intense. Her goal is to be
vessel for the composer and to interpret
the music as accurately as possible.

For Morgan, the viola’s rich, warm and
bold sound is heavier than the violin, and
requires her to dig into the instrument
when she plays. Her favorite composers
reflect a similar kind of intensity. She
prefers music from the Romantic era,
which was defined by its individualism
and inspired by its surroundings. 

Inspired by the music community

Similarly, she’s been continually in-
spired by her environment at TYO and
the opportunities that the quartet has af-
forded her in the last year. She was part

of a chamber music intensive camp that
prepared the group for a virtual chamber
music festival competition in New Or-
leans. Morgan was over the moon when
the quartet not only performed at the
competition, but won. 

She’s continued to feel a growing ap-
preciation for her peers and mentors in
the TYO community and plans to pursue
a viola performance degree after gradua-
tion. She’s also interested in pedagogy
and connecting people with the viola by
opening her own private studio. 

“Music has connected to me to some
of the most positive and valuable experi-
ences in my life,” says Morgan. “I am so
in love with the community it’s opened
me up to.” 

As for the October performance, she is

hopeful the audience will listen with
open ears, hearts and minds. 

“I want them to walk away and con-
tinue searching for hidden gems such as
Florence Price, and to break away from
the standards in whatever they’re work-
ing towards,” says Morgan. “Look for
those hidden gems, those underdogs.
The people who are putting in all that
work and passion that are being over-
looked. I’d love for them to continue look-
ing for those people and continue seek-
ing out and appreciating their work.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature writ-
er for the Council on Culture & Arts. CO-
CA is the capital area’s umbrella agency
for arts and culture (www.tallahas-
seearts.org). 

Morgan
Continued from Page 1C

If you go
What: TYO Fall 2021 Small Ensemble
Concert 

When: 2-3 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 30 

Where: Cornerstone Presbyterian
Church 2904 Kerry Forest Pkwy,
Tallahassee, FL 

Cost: Free admission 

Contact: For more information, visit
tallahasseeyouthorchestras.com/. 

Nia Morgan and the Camerata Ensemble. Morgan is a part of the Tallahassee
Youth Orchestra’s award-winning TYO Quartet. TYO will showcase the quartet
for a free community concert on Oct. 30. PROVIDED


