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TLHLIFE

Attend a no obligation Medicare Seminar
in-person held at:
Capital Health Plan Health Center
1491 Governor’s Square Blvd., Tallahassee

For accommodation of persons with special needs at sales meetings, call one of the numbers above. A sales person will be present with information and

applications. Capital Health Plan complies with applicable Federal civil rights laws and does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin,

age, disability, or sex. ATENCIÓN: si habla español, tiene a su disposición servicios gratuitos de asistencia lingüística. Llame al 1-877-247-6512 (TTY:

1-877-870-8943). ATANSYON: Si w pale Kreyòl Ayisyen, gen sèvis èd pou lang ki disponib gratis pou ou. Rele 1-877-247-6512 (TTY: 1-877-870-8943).

Medicare Annual Enrollment is
October 15 through December 7, 2020.
Learn more about your options with Capital
Health Plan Medicare Advantage (HMO).

Call today to RSVP
850-523-7441
www.capitalhealth.com/AEP

or 1-877-247-6512
(TTY: 850-383-3534 or 1-877-870-8943)
8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m., seven days a week,
October 1 - March 31 and 8:00 a.m. - 8:00 p.m.,
Monday - Friday, April 1 - September 30.

In-Person Seminar:
10/15 at 10am
10/27 at 2pm
11/12 at 10am
11/19 at 2pm

Webinar:
10/22 at 10am
11/17 at 10am
12/01 at 10amWhich Medicare

option is right
for you?

When Rabbi Jack Romberg retired from Tallahas-

see’s Temple Israel in 2019, he might not have

been thinking he would be soon be launching

himself into a new career. h And yet, Romberg

had done it before. Along with his father, he had

had a successful career in the furniture business

before going on to study for the rabbinate.

Now, with retirement from Temple Isra-
el after 18 years, what had been a sweet fa-
milial inquiry into a beloved uncle’s past,
would turn Romberg into an historian and
now author of “A Doorway to Heroism,” a
detailed history of the remarkable life of
Romberg’s “Uncle Richard” Stern, and the
man’s heroism in three theaters of global
conflict.

Rabbi Romberg will speak and sign
copies of his new book at Temple Israel at 7
p.m. Thursday, Oct. 21.

Romberg, who, with his wife, now di-
vides his time between Ponte Vedra, Flori-
da, and New York’s upper West Side, had
known “Uncle Richard” his whole life. In
fact, in many ways, up until Richard Stern’s
death when Romberg was 12, the man was
more grandfather than uncle.

Uncle fought for Germans and
Americans

“Uncle Richard was the one who would
dress up like the Hanukkah Mensch during
the holidays, teaching about the customs
to children and distributing presents.”

He was the easy-going German-born
relative who, after coming to America, de-
lighted in finding that he shared a birthday
with George Washington and would an-
swer little Jack’s telephone calls with a
heavily-accented, “Dis ist George Wash-
ington speaking.”

But what Romberg would not learn until
much later was that his Uncle Richard had
not only been a decorated German soldier
during the First World War — earning the 

Rabbi Jack Romberg, who retired from Temple Israel in 2019, helps Milye Krivit with a Torah reading.
Romberg has written a new book about his uncle. JOE RONDONE/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT FILES 

HERO IN
THE FAMILY
Retired Rabbi Romberg
writes story of his
remarkable uncle 

"A Doorway to Herosim" by W. Jack Romberg. PROVIDED

If you go
What: Book launch of “A Doorway to Heroism” by W. Jack
Romberg. Coordinated by Midtown Reader, where books
are available.

When: 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 21

Where: Temple Israel: 2215 Mahan Drive

Marina Brown
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See ROMBERG, Page 2C

Tallahassee writer Louise Rill’s un-
forgettable debut novel, “From Fragile
Fragments,” grabs your attention from
the first perfect scene and doesn’t let go
until the last word.

The story opens with Marjorie’s
mother reminding her to apply cold
cream. At first glance, this seems sim-
ple enough, but the mother’s “hover-
ing” and “inspecting” quickly cue read-
ers into the oppressive nature of the re-

Book Review
Donna Meredith

Daughter’s
relationship
with mother
dominates
debut novel

See FRAGILE, Page 5C

The Hispanic Graduate Student As-
sociation (HiGSA) is celebrating its
fifth annual “Cinehassee” Iberoameri-
can Film Festival all month long, fea-

turing films that high-
light indigenous com-
munities. Film festival
director, Luis Porto,
says the theme emerged
after careful planning to
highlight the history
and continued cultural
importance of these

communities in Latin America and be-
yond. 

“I find it interesting how we’re influ-
enced by our indigenous communi-
ties,” says Porto. “It is sad how the evo-
lution and transition into modern cul-

‘Cinehassee’
film festival
explores Latin
American
culture
Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

See FILM FEST, Page 3C

Porto
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EZ Pay saves you time & money
with automatic monthly payments for
your Tallahassee Democrat account!

• Safe, secure, and convenient
• No paper statement fee

• Easy to set up

Call 1-800-999-2271 or
Go online tallahassee.com/ezpay

ay saves you time & money

TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT
Subscribers

SAVING MONEY
JUST GOT REAL EZ

RET5576_1558TD00

Because of you, we can support safe housing,
early childhood education, warm meals, and

building better futures.

See grant recipients at
gannettfoundation.org/act

Together we raised
over $5M to help our
communities thrive.

PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

TD-GCI0730189-01

ture has often left behind these indige-
nous communities. The festival
organizers wanted to highlight movies
that bring attention to how indigenous
communities can be found in our mod-
ern culture.” 

One of the final films to be shown in
this year’s festival, “El sueño del Mara’a-
kame” strives to accomplish that goal on
Friday, Oct. 22. The film follows Nieri, a
Huichol Indian who dreams of playing
with a rock band in Mexico City. In this
coming-of-age tale, Nieri’s father, the
shaman of the tribe, wants a different
life for his son.

Porto says the film fit the criteria for
this year’s festival because it juxtaposes
both modern and traditional values and
highlights the Huichol tribe.

As an avid cinephile, Porto is in-
trigued by films that speak to the
breadth of humanity in its many facets.
One of his favorite films is the sci-fi dra-
ma, “The Martian,” starring Matt Da-
mon. 

Problem solving in films and
design

“I like movies where you can see how
mankind is able to do something for the
good of humanity,” says Porto. “I like
those movies where we humans are
challenged and how are we able to cope
with those challenges. Not just in tech-
nical ways, but in social ways as well.” 

Porto’s inclination for films that fo-
cus on problem-solving is reflected in
his background as a mechanical engi-
neer. Porto earned his degree from
Technological University of Bolívar in
Cartagena de Indias. He earned his
master’s degree in renewable energy
from the University of Jaén in the south

of Spain, and worked for two years de-
signing, simulating, and installing PV
solar systems. 

Porto is pursuing a doctorate at Flori-
da State University as a Fulbright schol-
ar, and received information about HiG-
SA from a friend back home in Colom-
bia.

The organization is composed largely

of Hispanic graduate students. 
Their mission is to generate aware-

ness of Iberoamerican social and politi-
cal issues through film. Past festivals
have featured films on social justice, en-
vironmentalism, and the Hispanic ex-
perience. Porto says members focus on
finding alternative movies and directors
who bring unique points of view to the
silver screen.

Films highlight Hispanic culture

The film selection process begins in
late April and early May. Porto is grate-
ful for sponsors like Pragda, the Iberoa-
merican cinema distributor, who pro-
vide a scholarship for HiGSA to screen
films at half the cost.

As films are selected and previewed,
Porto reaches out to other organizations
in Tallahassee to partner with like FA-
MU and the Askew Student Life Center.
HiGSA also provides popcorn and other
food at screenings to immerse the audi-

ence in the Hispanic culture. 
“Through film, we can show people in

the community what matters or what
concerns our culture,” explains Porto.
“Through movies, we are able to see dif-
ferent things that have happened and
taken place in Latin America. People are
able to travel to our culture without
leaving the area and get to know our cul-
ture better.”

Learning new facets about history

Porto says the film festival works
both ways as well. Not only does the
community get informed, but he has
learned a lot as well. He is eager to learn
about new facets of his own home coun-
try from this year’s film, “Ciro and Me,”
which is being rescheduled to show lat-
er this month.

The story follows Ciro Galindo in Col-
ombia in the 1950s. Ciro loses his son to
the war, and subsequently his wife, an
ingenious woman, to sadness over the
loss of their child. 

Though Porto was born many years
after the war, he says he can recognize
some aspects of the conflict from family
stories or recollections on the news. He
had a similar experience watching last
year’s documentary “I Am The People:
Venezuela Under Populism.”

The film shed light on the mecha-
nisms of authoritarian power, and sto-
ries that Porto had no idea existed even
though he grew up in a neighboring
country. 

“Through these films we can see our
countries from a different perspective,”
says Porto. “I connect my experiences
and memories to what I’m able to watch
from the films and I’m able to learn more
about my culture.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella
agency for arts and culture (www.talla-
hasseearts.org).

Film Fest
Continued from Page 1C

Cinehassee: Tallahassee Iberoamerican Film Festival will continue at 6 p.m. on
Oct. 22 at the Askew Student Life Center, 942 Learning Way. PROVIDED

If you go
What: Cinehassee: Tallahassee
Iberoamerican Film Festival 

When: 6pm on October 22 

Where: Askew Student Life Center, 942
Learning Way 

Cost: Free and open to the public 

Contact: For more information, please
visit https://higsa.fsu.edu/cinehassee/
cinehassee-2021. 

Actor Marsha Hunt is 104. Singer
Jim Seals of Seals and Crofts is 79.
Singer Gary Puckett of Gary Puckett
and the Union Gap is 79. Actor George
Wendt is 73. Singer-comedian Bill
Hudson of The Hudson Brothers is 72.
Country singer Alan Jackson is 63. An-
imator Mike Judge (“King of the Hill,”
“Beavis and Butthead”) is 59. Singer

Rene’ Dif (Aqua) is 54. Reggae singer
Ziggy Marley is 53. Actor Wood Harris
(“The Wire”) is 52. Singer Wyclef Jean
of The Fugees is 52. Singer Chris Kirk-
patrick of ’N Sync is 50. Rapper Emi-
nem is 48. Actor Chris Lowell (“The
Help,” “Private Practice”) is 37. Actor
Dee Jay Daniels (“The Hughleys,” “In
the House”) is 33.

BIRTHDAYS

Today is Sunday, Oct. 17, the 290th
day of 2021. There are 75 days left in the
year. 

On this date: 
1777: British forces under Gen. John

Burgoyne surrendered to American
troops in Saratoga, New York, in a turn-
ing point of the Revolutionary War. 

1919: Radio Corp. of America was

chartered. 
1933: Albert Einstein arrived in the

United States as a refugee from Nazi
Germany.

1978: President Carter signed a bill
restoring U.S. citizenship to Confeder-
ate President Jefferson Davis.

1979: Mother Teresa of India was
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. 

HISTORY


