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TLHLIFE

Nefetari Dennard had a mini-viral moment in the throes of 2020. The

CEO and founder of The Fuzzy Pineapple had placed the annual Art +

Craft Festival on hold in 2019 with plans to come back full force in 2021.

The timing was opportune for Dennard given the COVID-19 pandemic

and subsequent lockdown. * Despite that historic year’s setbacks,

Dennard’s online shop got the attention of social media influencers.

Many re-posted her merchandise and content to show solidarity with

black-owned businesses during the height of the Black Lives Matter

protests. One company shared Dennard’s store with their 2 million fol-

lowers which resulted in six months’ worth of orders being placed in

the span of two days.

“That was the avalanche,” recalls
Dennard. “I closed my business down to
focus on that.” 

Dennard’s sights are set on re-open-
ing her business at a new physical loca-
tion by November. Preceding that to-be-
determined date, she is excited to
launch the fifth annual The Fuzzy Pine-
apple Art + Craft Festival: TFP Fest on
Saturday October 16. 

The fifth annual The Fuzzy Pineapple Art + Craft Festival: TFP Fest is scheduled
for Saturday, Oct. 16, 2021. TALLAHASSEE

Space for 
diversity

Nefetari Dennard adds the finishing touches to her booth full of art and fashion accessories at the Tallahassee Automobile Museum for the inaugural Capital Craft
Fest on March 16, 2019. Dennard is now preparing for her Fuzzy Pineapple Fest on Oct. 16, 2021. ALICIA DEVINE/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

Performers at a previous Fuzzy Pineapple event. TALLAHASSEE

If you go
What: The Fuzzy Pineapple Art + Craft
Festival: TFP Fest 

When: 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 16 

Where: 1205 S. Adams St 

Cost: Free 

Contact: For more information, call
850-566-5661 or visit
thefuzzypineapple.com

Fuzzy Pineapple reboots Craft 
Festival, plans new storefront
Amanda Sieradzki Council on Culture & Arts

See CRAFT FESTIVAL, Page 2C

In a place with as much history as
Florida, there’s bound to be a ghost or
two left behind. 

Spooky theaters, haunted highways,
creepy lighthouses and restaurants
with the occasional spectral visitor
abound in Florida.

To find some of the Sunshine State’s
darker corners, we asked USA TODAY
Network staffers to identify the creepi-

est places in their communities. 

St. Augustine Lighthouse and
Maritime Museum one of ancient
city’s most haunted sites

More than 450 years since its Euro-
pean founding, St. Augustine is home to
many reportedly haunted sites, and the
St. Augustine lighthouse is one of the
city’s most famous.

A look at spooky, most
haunted places in Florida

St. Augustine L
ighthouse & Maritime
Museum ST. AUGUSTINE

LIGHTHOUSE & MARITIME

MUSEUM

St. Augustine Record

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See HAUNTED, Page 2C
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Most Advanced
Medical Alert

System

“A top-notch medical alert system for users and caregivers alike.”
- PCMag/Editors’ Choice

Caregivers stay
connected and get real
time updates in the app.

GET PEACE OF MIND
STARTING AT LESS
THAN $1/DAY*

*For Mobile Companion.
Plus One-Time Hardware Costs Starting at $99.99
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SU | DO | KU Dave Green

Enter a numeral from
1 through 9 in each
cell of the grid. Each
row, column and
region must contain
only one instance of
each numeral.

Yesterday’s
solution

Note: Puzzles in-
crease in difficulty
from Monday
through Sunday.

Country singer Gene Watson is
78. Singer Daryl Hall of Hall and
Oates is 75. Saxophonist Andrew
Woolfolk (Earth, Wind and Fire) is
71. Country singer Paulette Carlson
(Highway 101) is 70. MTV VJ Mark
Goodman is 69. Actor Joan Cusak is
59. Rapper Cardi B is 29.

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Zimmer

Today is Monday, Oct. 11, the 284th day of 2021.
There are 81 days left in the year. 

On this date: 
1779: Polish nobleman Casimir Pulaski, fighting

for American independence, died two days after be-
ing wounded during the Revolutionary War Battle of
Savannah, Georgia. 

2002: Former President Jimmy Carter was
named the recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize.

TODAY IN HISTORY

This will be the first time the festival
is hosted at the new storefront. Dennard
says this is one of the few festivals
where there is no fee to apply which
makes it a perfect first step for burgeon-
ing creative businesses. 

A space for diverse artists

“I remember what it feels like to not
know what to do,” says Dennard. “When
you get into the festival world there’s a
lot of gatekeeping and most people
don’t know what they need to do. Noth-
ing is worse when you’re first starting
out, and you’re already questioning
yourself, and then you’re not getting any
sales. I like to help people get their busi-
nesses and their confidence up.” 

Dennard’s mission is to provide
space for diverse, independent artists
and generate artistic and economic
growth in the Tallahassee area. 

She has built a bridge for new and
emerging artists that she wishes would
have existed for her when she first start-
ed out. 

Her business has grown significantly
since she began at age sixteen. 

Dennard earned her degree in
graphic design from FAMU with a focus
on fine arts and photography. While
jewelry and accessories served as the
foundation of her business for many
years, she’s since expanded into appar-
el, especially tie-dye given its current
ascent into the fashion spotlight. 

“I did a promotion where [people who
ordered an item] got a surprise hoodie,”
says Dennard. “I got great reviews from
people after that, and it snowballed
from there.” 

Turning tie-dye into a science

Tie-dye is a new process for Dennard,
who says she prefers a set of paints and
a brush when it comes to artistic out-
lets. Tie-dying is labor intensive, and
Dennard explains that it can take as
long as a month to test a new item.

Since many of her orders are whole-
sale, which means they must all be uni-
form, she has learned how difficult it is
to reproduce tie-dye effects given fac-
tors like the amount of water used and
the humidity and temperature indoors
and outdoors. 

Dennard built a 10 foot by 9 foot wall
covered in swatches to boil down tie-dy-
ing to a science. She keeps a log of how
much dye she uses for each swatch and
“sketches” out ideas on fabric to see how
the chemical processes will translate
into designs. 

“I would never have known how diffi-
cult it is to get things exactly the same,”
says Dennard. “You can have so much
dye in a bottle and it won’t flow the same
way, or it might dye faster or the chem-
ical process of adding water might make
it heat up and burn your fabric.”

While she enjoys the business and
science behind creating merchandise,
Dennard is slowly starting to transition
from creator to administrator. 

She says that once she establishes a
process, she has started outsourcing
and delegating production to other peo-
ple. Slowly, she hopes to reclaim her
time and get back to painting as her
main artistic outlet. 

Art 'has no rules'

“Art is therapy,” says Dennard. “I’m
passionate about art because it has no
rules. It has an audience, but it doesn’t
require an audience. It’s completely lim-
itless and I really enjoy that notion of
freedom.” 

In the meantime, she is looking for-
ward to stepping back into another sat-
isfying role—mentoring new artists and
presenting their work at the festival.
Just like a swirl of tie-dye, the festival’s
offerings are an explosion of literal col-
or. 

There’s the pineapple costume con-
test, art installations, photo booths, a
body art show, scavenger hunt, yoga,
watercolor, fashion shows, and count-
less activity booths hosted by local or-
ganizations. 

Dennard always introduces a new
component each year and plans to bring
back a mobile art station and human-
sized board games. 

“There’s a certain level of elation I get
from seeing other people succeed,” says
Dennard. “I always equate it to watching
a kid open up their Christmas gifts.
That’s my favorite part. I would like this
to be a carefree place of happy, sun-
shine, rainbows and unicorn magic.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella
agency for arts and culture (www.talla-
hasseearts.org).

Craft Festival
Continued from Page 1C

The Pittee sisters are among the people who some
believe haunt the grounds today. According to St. Au-
gustine’s tourism and convention bureau, they were
the “daughters of Hezekiah Pittee, who oversaw the
construction of the St. Augustine Lighthouse. Unfortu-
nately, one summer day in 1873, a cart carrying the girls
flipped into the water, trapping two of the daughters
and a friend underneath. “Since the accident, strange
occurrences have been repeatedly attributed to the
spirits of the girls including footsteps heard by a relief
Lighthouse Keeper. There have always been sightings
of a small girl standing by the bed of the Keeper’s house
renter. And time and time again, there are apparitions
of the girls playing hide and seek during tours and on
the grounds.” The St. Augustine Lighthouse and Mari-
time Museum, a nonprofit, offers ghost tours in addi-
tion to regular tours of the lighthouse and surrounding
buildings. — Sheldon Gardner, St. Augustine Record

Gator Club in Sarasota rumored to be haunted

There are lots of great bars in Sarasota with decades
of history, but none boast a past like the Gator Club,
which can be seen in the 1998 film “Palmetto,” starring
Woody Harrelson and Elisabeth Shue. For starters, the
two-story structure originally called Worth’s Block
dates back to 1913, making it the oldest brick building
on Main Street and listed on the National Register of
Historic Places. Then there’s Gator Club’s more inter-

esting history: Bootleg whiskey during Prohibition. Il-
legal gambling. An upstairs brothel. Ghosts! — Wade
Tatangelo, Sarasota Herald-Tribune

Ghost at Florida Theatre in Jacksonville has its
own seat 

The ghost that purportedly haunts the Florida
Theatre in downtown Jacksonville isn’t malevolent,
and the theater has gone out of its way to keep it that
way. As part of a $10 million renovation project in 2020,
the theater replaced every seat in the house, except for
seats E1 and E2 in the balcony. Those seats, where a
local paranormal TV show captured ghostly move-
ments, were instead sent off to be refurbished, then put
back in place. Ghost hunters suspect that the appari-
tion could be that of an organist who worked at the
theater in the 1920s and later died from suicide. — Tom
Szaroleta, Florida Times-Union

Walt Disney World’s Haunted Mansion has
plenty of (fake) spirits

Disney’s Imagineers do a heck of a job making the
Haunted Mansion ride look haunted, with creepy
changing portraits, ride-along ghosts, an otherworldly
bride and a seance. 

But is the place really haunted?If there are real
ghosts to be found in the Haunted Mansion, it’s not
Disney’s doing. Ever since the ride opened, there have
been rumors of people sprinkling the ashes of departed
loved ones on the tracks. But don’t do it — it’s against
the law and the ashes will just get swept up by mainte-
nance workers. — Tom Szaroleta, Florida Times-Union

Haunted
Continued from Page 1C

The Haunted Mansion at Walt Disney World has loads of fake ghosts, and possibly a few real ones as well.
PROVIDED


