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TLHLIFE

After a long, pandemic-induced hia-
tus, the Tallahassee Symphony
Orchestra will “Return to Ruby” for its
first concert of the fall season on Satur-
day, Oct. 16.

Violinist Megumi Terry is most look-
ing forward to playing Jessie Montgom-
ery’s composition which is featured on
the program. “Starburst” plays with the
imagery of rapidly forming stars in an
endless galaxy to create a multidimen-
sional sonic landscape. 

“I’m happy to be a part of a group that
is willing to put in the time and the care
to make it a really memorable experi-
ence for the audience,” says Terry. “I’m
excited for people in Tallahassee to be
able to hear it because I think they’re go-
ing to really enjoy it. I hope they want to
hear more of [Montgomery’s] music and
look her up afterwards.” 

Terry is a fan of living composers like
Montgomery and has made it her mis-
sion as a Florida State University School

of Music doctoral candidate to spotlight
a diverse array of female composers in
her research. Part of her thesis work is
creating a collection of underrepresent-
ed works for violin so that both educa-
tors and their students have an easier
time accessing and learning about
them. 

‘Space for other composers’

For example, composer Johannes
Brahms is often used as the leading ex-
ample of the Romantic era of classical
music. Terry wants to provide more op-
tions for teachers so that if a student
wants to learn a romantic violin sonata,
they might also look to composers like
Amy Beach. 

“Bach and Beethoven are important,
but there’s plenty of space for other
composers as well,” says Terry. “Stu-
dents only play something if their
teacher has played it or if they’ve heard
it before, and a lot of these pieces you
can’t find the score in the library or a de-
cent recording on YouTube. It’s different

when you’re learning it on your own for
the first time and kind of trailblazing in a
sense.” 

Terry’s violin journey began at age 3
when she saw a violinist play in her
church. She begged her mother for the
instrument for a year before she started
lessons. The only catch was a promise
she made to her mother, and continues
to keep to this day. 

“She said, ‘if you want to do this, 

Violinist excited with her piece of symphony’s ‘Return to Ruby’
Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

Megumi Terry performs during an
International Piano and Strings
Competition in 2016 at Weill Recital
Hall at Carnegie Hall. Terry will be
performing with the Tallahassee
Symphony Orchestra in October.
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If you go
What: Tallahassee Symphony
Orchestra’s “Return to Ruby” 

When: Saturday, Oct. 16 

Where: Ruby Diamond Concert Hall,
222 S Copeland Street 

Cost: Ticket prices vary 

Contact: For more information, visit
tallahasseesymphony.org.

actually began constructing the trail
from Tallahassee to St. Marks in 1990.
Later, the Department of Corrections
provided incarcerated individuals to
continue it,” writes member Sue Noyes. 

“Today, in conjunction with park
management, we volunteer to maintain
the trails we use and share, says Ken
Hodges, a STA member.

Hauling in their loppers, choppers,
hammers and rakes, the outdoorsy vol-
unteers care for the public properties
they use.

Their website,
southerntrailriders.org notes that Hur-
ricane Michael had left much damage in
Apalachicola State Park, and that STA
helped to clear the trails. They advise
the Florida Forest Service on trail sur-
faces and lay-out, and currently main-
tain two trail systems in the Apalachico-
la Forest and a 50-mile trail at Fort Bra-
den.

On the same website, there are doz-
ens of “reviews” of rides with fellow
equestrians. Glancing through only a
few will have most people yearning for
their own horse and a chance to mean-
der down a verdant trail.

From a May Springhill Forest ride an
equestrian wrote: “…there were planted
pines, oak hammocks, a slow-moving
creek, with wild flowers everywhere…”

Another remembered a September
ride, “We were out about two and one-
half hours winding through beautiful
ancient magnolias, huge pines, red
buckeye (great for hummingbirds),
flowering dogwood, and upland forest-
s…all enjoyed from the backs of our best
friends.”

The rides are usually followed by a
congenial social hour.

The Southern Trailriders will cele-
brate their 30th anniversary at the Lake
Ella American Legion on Oct. 15, 6:30-10 
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Unbeknownst to many walkers, a group of horse lovers has
been busy blazing a path through the forest and keeping many of
Tallahassee's numerous woodsy trails in hiking shape for the last
30 years.

The Southern Trailriders Association monthly rides give
equine friends a chance to walk side by side, munch a treat, or
simply, like their riders, have a chance to truly be in a natural envi-
ronment.

Within the city of Tallahassee, one doesn’t often see too many
mounted equestrians these days. To spy a trailriders contingent of
upwards of 15 riders and their steeds is a rarity. Yet, up to twice a
month, the group gathers to ride out on the miles of trails within
the city limits.

The Miccosukee Greenway, the J.R. Alfred Greenway, Lake
Overstreet at Maclay Gardens, and Oak Hammock Trail at Elinor
Phipps-Klapp Park are nearby, while the Apalachicola State Park,
the St. Mark’s Trail, and Florida Caverns State Park in Mariana are
not far.

Some of these trails are “multi-purpose,” meaning that they are
shared by hikers and cyclists. Some are single track and some wid-
er. But all must be maintained.

Of course, forests will be forests. Branches fall, trees keel over,
roots erupt, muddy depressions occur, and trail markers some-
times get covered with vines, or simply disappear.

All unpleasant or even dangerous for everyone who uses the
forest’s thoroughfares. This is where the Southern Trail Rider’s
Association likes to contribute. And they have done so since their
inception 30 years ago.

“The group that became the Southern Trailriders Association

Top: Members of the Southern Trailriders Association during the Crowders benefit ride in 2019. The group will be celebrating its 30th
anniversary in October. PROVIDED

For 30 years, Southern Trailriders have been

BLAZING A PATH
If you go
What: The Southern Trailriders Association 30th
anniversary

When: 6:30-10 p.m. Oct. 15, with food and music, followed
the next day by a celebratory trail ride in Crawfordsville’s
Apalachicola State Park.

Where: Lake Ella American Legion Hall, 229 Lake Ella Drive

The Southern Trailriders Association is a group of horse lovers
who have helped develop and maintain many trails in the parks in
Tallahassee and Leon County. PROVIDED

Marina Brown Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See TRAILRIDERS,
Page 3C
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Come and experience our family tradition. We’ll see you soon!e

for voting us
as Best Bakery

Best Dessert

for voting us

1355 Market Street, #A-5, Tallahassee, FL 32312
850-893-3752

TD-GCI0734922-01

CONTACT JOHN KRAFT
AT 850.222.2001

JKRAFT@MURPHYBUSINESS.COM

TALLAHASSEE
LOCK & KEY SHOP

FOR SALE!

PRICE: $335,000

OWNER CASH FLOW OVER $200,000!

SAME BUSY LOCATION FOR OVER 20 YEARS!

OVER $230,000 IN ASSETS
INCLUDED IN THE SALE

TRAINED EMPLOYEES IN PLACE

CLASSIC TURN-KEY OPPORTUNITY

ATTRACTIVE OWNER
FINANCING AVAILABLE

p.m. with food and music, followed the next day by
a celebratory trail ride in Crawfordsville’s Apalach-
icola State Park.

Visit southerntrailriders.org for contact and
participation information.

Two additional October rides are planned for the
Miccosukee Greenway on Oct. 9 and the JR Alfred
Greenway on Oct. 23. The Southern Trailriders As-
sociation welcomes new members.

Trailriders
Continued from Page 1C

you’re not allowed to quit until you’re 99,’” laughs Ter-
ry. “Through my teenager years there were moments
when I wanted to quit, but my mom would always ask,
‘are you 99 yet?’”

Introducing music to students

Terry is grateful for her undergraduate professor at
Brigham Young University who guided her through her
“formidable teenage years” and continued to be a men-
tor in college. A laureate of the International Stradivari-
us Competition — a high caliber competition for young
violinists — Terry has performed with the Utah Philhar-
monic Orchestra, Southwest Symphony, The Orchestra
of Southern Utah, and Pleasant Grove Orchestra. 

Currently, she plays for the Sinfonia Gulf Coast and
the Northwest Florida Symphony Orchestra in addi-
tion to TSO. Given her focus on music as it intersects
with social activism, she is part of a new TSO string
quartet initiative sponsored by the Tallahassee-Leon
County Nonprofit Services Grant program.

The quartet’s goal is to share music from female
composers in an interactive format. Terry is looking
forward to giving students at 32 elementary and mid-
dle schools the chance to hear live music, especially
given the dearth of live performance opportunities due
to the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“Our goal was to bring women composers or com-
posers of color to the community because they’re un-
derrepresented,” says Terry. “I think music can be a
means for change. As long as you’re doing something
in your own little corner of the world and helping peo-
ple in the way that you can, that is the best you can do. I
feel as a musician, I can highlight these composers
that people have never heard of even though their
works are amazing and they should be performed just
as much as other composers.” 

Inspiration and practice 

As far as inspiring female violinists, Hilary Hahn
and Midori are at the top of Terry’s list. She looks to
Hahn for her ability to engage community on social
media, and Midori for her level of precision and care for
detail. 

“She’s also a Japanese violinist and I’m half-Japa-
nese, so to see another Asian woman being successful
is really inspiring to me,” adds Terry. 

Terry describes her own style as a violinist as pas-
sionate and raw. She strives for every note to be expres-
sive and have intention behind it so that the audience
can more readily connect with her. Her practice sched-
ule is meticulously written out so that she can cover as
much ground as possible in a day. 

After a technique warm-up, she’ll go down her list of
solo pieces that need learning and fine-tuning.

Her best advice for musicians is to schedule practice
performances to more easily gauge how to play the
piece under pressure. Terry says performing with a

large group like TSO is a completely different feeling
given its size and sound.

She can’t wait to be back in the expansive Ruby Dia-
mond Concert Hall with her fellow musicians and the
community. 

“I truly feel like music is what brings people togeth-
er,” says Terry. “Music is what can change people’s
hearts.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature writer for the Coun-
cil on Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital area’s um-
brella agency for arts and culture (www.tallahas-
seearts.org). 
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Megumi Terry’s violin journey began at age 3 when
she saw a violinist play in her church. MEGUMI TERRY

“Our goal was to bring women composers or com-
posers of color to the community because they’re
underrepresented ... I think music can be a means
for change. As long as you’re doing something in
your own little corner of the world and helping
people in the way that you can, that is the best
you can do.

Megumi Terry
Violinist

Actor Kent McCord (“Adam 12”)
is 79. Actor Mary Beth Hurt is 75.
Singer-actor Olivia Newton-John is
73. Country singer Carlene Carter is
66. Actor Linda Hamilton is 65.
Singer Cindy Herron of En Vogue is
60. Actor Melissa Sue Anderson
(“Little House on the Prairie”) is 59.

Actor Jim Caviezel (“The Passion of the Christ”) is
53. Actor Zoe Perry (“Young Sheldon”) is 38. 

BIRTHDAYS

Hamilton


