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Tallahassee native Christina Stanton was there
on 9/11. She felt it. She breathed it. She watched
from the balcony of her Manhattan apartment as
the second plane slammed into the South Tower, its
concussion knocking her and her husband back on-
to the floor of their living room.

h By some estimates (The Washington Post), 25

percent of Americans are too young to remember
what happened on 9/11/2001. 

h Many were under 10, and though they saw the
attacks on television, today have no real under-
standing of what occurred.

h And even today, comments like the one from a
22-year-old college sophomore that, “I think of 9/11
as something in the distant past… sort of like the
history of World War II,” are common.

On Veterans Day in 2019, the Mina Jo Powell Alumni Green at Florida State University was dotted with 6,973 U.S. flags,
each representing one member of the military killed in action since 9/11. TORI SCHNEIDER/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

Christina Stanton poses with her husband, Brian Stanton, in front
of the Twin Towers in New York. COURTESY OF CHRISTINA STANTON

Presentations on 9/11
Christina Stanton the author of “Out
of the Shadow of 9/11,” and “Faith in
the Face of COVID-19,” will be giving
9/11 presentations in the area. Her
books are available at Midtown
Reader. She can be contacted at
christinastanton.com. Here’s her
schedule:

Tuesday, Sept. 7 - Midtown Reader,
10:30-12:30 a.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 8, Thomasville
First United Methodist Church 6-7
p.m.

Thursday, Sept. 9 - Southwood at 6
p.m.

Friday, Sept. 10 - Wildwood
Presbyterian, 10 a.m.

LLEESSTT WWEE
FFOORRGGEETT 

Tallahassee native’s 9/11 experience was turning point 
Marina Brown Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See STANTON, Page 8C

Next spring, starting at a mere
$1,209 per night a person, with prices
going north from there, fans can stay at
the Star Wars: Galactic Starcruiser role-
playing hotel in Central Florida.

Now that is a Jedi mind trick.
When Disney took over the “Star

Wars” universe in 2012, fans of the
space opera predicted that The Mouse
would ruin everything. There was a dis-
turbance in The Force and its name was
Walt.

Well, sorry to say, nearly a decade
later, exactly how does a greedy mega-
corporation disrupt something so me-
diocre in the first place? 

In 1977, my brother, Randall, and I
drove 50 miles to watch the original
“Star Wars” the day it opened at the
Panama City Mall. We went to a mati-
nee in a sparse theater. The “Star Wars”
addiction had not yet spread through
the bloodstream and burrowed into the
brain of America.

Hey, Randall, are you still awake?
Randall is a fan of monster movies and
the space critters in “Star Wars” mostly
look cute and rubbery.

As we walked out of mall, a line
formed for the next showing of “Star
Wars.”

Mark Hinson
Guest columnist

Why can’t
‘Star Wars’
go to a
galaxy far,
far away?

Luke, Leia and Han: the first golden
trio of “Star Wars.” LUCASFILM LTD.

See STAR WARS, Page 9C

For Quia Z. Atkinson, artist and own-
er of the QZ Design Gallery, Tallahassee
is home.

As she goes from station to station in
her garage converted to art studio, she
takes joy in pouring technicolor liquid
acrylics and resins across her canvas.
The flow of paint redirected across the
smooth, shiny surfaces resembles the
fluidity Atkinson felt while moving
around as a child. 

Both her parents served as U.S. Ma-
rines, which means Atkinson grew up
calling Virginia, South Carolina, New
York, Pennsylvania, Illinois and Norway

home for a time.
Her paintings in the “In

Flux” exhibit at the Art-
port Gallery reflect on this
nomadic upbringing via
the work’s experimental,
flowing techniques. 

“Moving around
taught me resilience as a kid,” says At-
kinson. “You have to be able to adapt and
meet new friends fast. It also opens you
up to different cultures, people, and
ways of life, and I’m thankful for that. I
think that’s shown in my art.” 

Out of the many states and countries
Atkinson lived in, Rabat, Morocco, was
by far her favorite. She can vividly recall
the vibrancy of Moroccan culture, from

shopping in the marketplaces filled with
rich spices, meats, bejeweled scarves,
and fabrics, to admiring the intricate
trellis designs and basket weaving done
by the women in the city. 

Refining a ‘signature’ look 

While she was in school, Atkinson got
the chance to deepen her understanding
of the sculptural arts and made pottery
and three-dimensional crafts. Moroccan
design still permeates her household to-
day with its bright colors and geometric
patterns. When Atkinson started her art
journey seven years ago, she found

‘In Flux’ artist Quia Z. Atkinson goes with the flow
Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

Local artist Quia Z Atkinson’s “Kintsugi
in Violet.” PROVIDEDSee ATKINSON, Page 2C

Atkinson
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Merz Trio
Sunday, September 12
Opperman Hall
4:00 p.m.

Also available as
livestream or video.
Tickets: 850-445-1616
www.theartistseries.org

Q. Robert has experienced traffic
swerving into his lane to avoid vehicles
waiting in line at Chick-fil-A and be-
lieves the restaurant management
doesn’t care about creating a hazardous
traffic condition.
A. Robert perhaps you hadn’t had a

chance to read Street Scene published
Aug. 22, 2021 wherein I mentioned that
some Chick-fil-A restaurants are offer-
ing home delivery.

You may also have missed a number
of Street Scene columns which address
what the managers of Chick-fil-A have
done over the evolution of their suc-
cessful business model by bringing on
additional student employment posi-
tions to take orders of people waiting in
line to expedite moving the traffic, con-
structing overhead shelters to protect
those kids and then joining them work-
ing the lines.

In fact, the Chick-fil-A on Apalachee
Parkway at the Target Store location has
moved lock-stock-and-barrel to the
Winn Dixie parking area at North Mag-
nolia Drive and Governor’s Square Bou-
levard. 

This tells me they are indeed con-
cerned about the potential for inatten-
tive drivers putting themselves in a situ-
ation requiring sudden evasive maneu-
vers and possibly involving others with
their carelessness.

As readers rely on Street Scene to
know what is happening and why, I can
attest a percentage of those vehicles on
Capital Circle are waiting to access the
Texas Roadhouse also enjoying similar
success as Chick-fil-A with parking, in-
door seating and curbside pickups over-
flowing capacity. 

When it comes to dining, we know
what we want.

Safe driving for teens

Working closely with the insurance
industry, the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration and others, our
Florida Teen Safe Driving Coalition,
with our very dedicated Melissa Valido
at the helm, provides a wealth of under-
standing safe driving for young Florida
drivers of which I share two examples:

1. Keep both hands on the wheel and
your eyes on the road; and this, one of
my favorites, that gets the attention of
students and teachers alike;

2. The Event Data Recorder (EDR) in
your vehicle will not allow you to blame
anyone other than yourself if your vehi-
cle is subjected to and records sudden
evasive maneuvers. You cannot blame
the car, your parents, not your driving
instructor, not even restaurant man-
agers. Your vehicle responds and rec-
ords inputs from you only. The State
Trooper investigating your crash will
tell you what happened. 

Thanks Melissa and your FTSDC
staff and volunteers for teaching our
young drivers the awesome responsibil-
ity of operating a motor vehicle and how
to keep themselves and others safe. 

Every month should be bike month

Mary Kay wrote to Street Scene in
May, so I’m a little late bringing this in-
formation to you which could have re-
sulted in some missing great fun during
the month of May. May is important be-
cause it is national bike month promoted
by The League of American Bicyclists
celebrated nationwide. 

Also celebrated with full gusto in
communities in and around Tallahassee
thanks to the Citizens Multimodal Advi-
sory Committee Chair, Mary Kay Falcon-
er. Although some of us missed the five
neighborhood rides each Saturday in
May, Kay reports not only the great turn-
out but the trend of increased bicycle
sales is a positive for this fun healthy ac-
tivity. Let’s jump on our bicycles to follow
Kay’s lead during the cooler less humid
fall months fast approaching. It’s a good
time to pass along Kay’s enthusiasm for
safe cycling and enjoy this sport as we
explore the countryside’s wide open
beauty on a bicycle.

Local speed limit history 

Vanessa responds, with a tiny piece of
local history, to Street Scene’s not-so-

new idea. 
Some time ago I suggested changing

the standard 30 mph, 45 mph designa-
tions on speed limit signs to 29 mph and
44 mph. When Vanessa was a kid during
the 1980s and '90s she remembers this
community doing exactly that. They in-
stalled 44 mph signs on Miccosukee
Road. The signs became a problem since
they were constantly having to replace
them because people were stealing them
as an unusual novelty. Vanessa writes,
it’s unfortunate the experiment would
end due to theft and thinks it would be
neat if someone in Tallahassee still has
one of those 44 mph signs. Yes indeed, it
would be neat if somebody has one but I
think it unlikely that person would want
to show it. Removing a traffic control de-
vice is not considered a prank even if it is
a sign. Thank you Vanessa for an inter-
esting peek into Tallahassee’s past.

The book report

Q. Many are asking when my book,
"Dangerous By Design," will be available.
A. If reading your emails and writing

Street Scene is like drinking from a fire-
hose, which it is, incorporating your full
Street Scene stories into the book is like
being a firemen responding to five sep-
arate fires at the same time. Sometimes
in five different cities. 

Book editors have a tendency to rear-
range things so there is some back and
forth that goes with it. And remember,
since traffic problems are everywhere we
go, I’m getting letters from all over the
country.

As Sandy the globe trotter writes: the
one constant when traveling by car is
poor traffic conditions and the weather.
Both are everywhere.

For the book I write the full story. Be
patient, Your book is coming.

Philip Stuart is a retired Florida State
Trooper, Traffic Operations Projects En-
gineer and Forensics Expert Witness.
Write to crashsites@embarqmail.com.

Chick-fil-A improves access with new location

Street Scene
Philip Stuart

Guest columnist

The new Magnolia Drive Chick-fil-A opening in July, 2021. CHRISTOPHER CANN

herself going back to those same images
and memories she made while living in
Morocco’s capitol. 

“It took me a long time to find my sig-
nature look, but I finally feel like people
can look at my work and recognize it as
mine,” says Atkinson. “Every time I do
something I haven’t done before I re-
search and go through a series of trial
and error. I welcome those challenges
because it makes me better as an artist
and opens up my brain to creating
something new.” 

Atkinson has found artistic mentors
online by watching video tutorials or
messaging artists over social media
with questions about their work. At the
top of her list is German artist, Stepha-
nie Walberer, known as MRS. COLOR-
BERRY. Atkinson draws inspiration
from the color and three-dimensional
embellishments in Walberer’s large-
scale geode works. 

Almost every piece in the Artport ex-
hibit places resin, crystals, glass,
stones and color on display. Her most
embellished piece is the 5x4 foot “Ka-
leidoscope,” which is comprised of a
dozen geode clusters. Atkinson says
she worked on the painting for six
hours a day over the course of two
weeks.

Color and crystals

“I wanted to make a piece that gave a
sample of all kinds of color combina-
tions,” says Atkinson. “I wanted it to
look like multiple paintings within one
painting. You can look at it ten times
and see something different every time
you walk by it.” 

Atkinson says to create a piece that
resembles geodes takes multiple lay-
ers. For “Kaleidoscope,” she hand-
painted each section, then went back
with layers of metallic pen and paint to
create fine lines before adding glass
and crystals. Each crystal was placed
individually to give shape to the signa-
ture clusters. 

“I threw the whole kitchen sink onto
that canvas,” laughs Atkinson. 

In stark contrast to her brighter
works are a few black and white, mini-
malistic pieces like “Monochrome Fan-
tasy.” For these works, Atkinson used
fluid acrylic and a blow dryer to nudge
the colors into a pattern she found aes-
thetically pleasing. Then, she added
fine lines in gold detail to bring out the
edges. 

Acrylics and resin

Atkinson says the fluid acrylic is not
as forgiving as resin — although resin
has its own fickle tendencies if not
mixed correctly or kept at the right tem-
perature. When working with resin

however, Atkinson says she can always
add another layer to cover up imperfec-
tions. Like a fingerprint, fluid acrylic
works cannot be recreated or redirected
in the same way. 

“Sometimes it’s harder to make a fluid
acrylic painting because you can’t cover
it up with glass or resin,” says Atkinson.
“Those have to be done right the first
time. When it comes out perfectly it’s a
rewarding feeling.” 

Atkinson has found a similarly satis-
fying feeling from sharing her process
via video tutorials on her website, as well
as opening her home for art classes.

She loves watching clients melt away
the stress from their day as they create
their one-of-a-kind masterpieces. At-
kinson has found it therapeutic to teach
and hopes her works at the Artport Gal-
lery give visitors flying in and out of the
city a similar feeling. 

“I want people to be able to stare at a
painting and figure out what it is,” says
Atkinson. “Some people might say a
painting looks like a lake or a view from
space or a topographical map. I want it to
be an edifying experience to whoever is
walking past. Each painting is a story in
itself.”

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature writ-
er for the Council on Culture & Arts. CO-
CA is the capital area’s umbrella agency
for arts and culture (www.tallahas-
seearts.org).

If you go
What: In Flux, Artworks by Quia Z.
Atkinson 

When: 8 a.m.-11:30 p.m., daily through
November 8 

Where: Artport Gallery, 3300 Capital
Cirlce SW 

Cost: Free and open to the public 

Contact: For more information, call
850-224-2500 or visit
coca.tallahasseearts.org. To see a digital
version of this exhibit, visit COCA’s
Online Gallery at
cocaonlinegallery.zenfolio.com.

Atkinson
Continued from Page 1C

The Amazon is part of the In Flux
exhibit at the Artport Gallery. PROVIDED

Today is Sunday, Sept. 5, the 248th
day of 2021. There are 117 days left in the
year. 

On this date: 
1975: President Gerald R. Ford es-

caped an attempt on his life by Lynette
“Squeaky” Fromme, a disciple of
Charles Manson, in Sacramento, Cali-
fornia.

TODAY IN HISTORY


