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TLHLIFE

‘
Wow!” you say. “It feels like the summer is already gone and I haven’t

done anything I’d wanted to do!” h You’d wanted to take a cruise,

but COVID is out there lurking on the high seas. You’d thought about

a cross-country trip, but the price of gas has you gripping your wal-

let. You’d planned on the long-dreamed-for trip to Europe or the Car-

ibbean, but State Department warnings about everything from insur-

rections to yes, COVID, finds your passport re-stuffed in a drawer. h

“Dang!” you mumble, staring at your own four walls. “I guess I’m just

staying home… some more.” h But that may not be all a restless Talla-

hasseean can do with what remains of a stifling summer and a hoped-

for cooler fall? You have options. And they’re not so far from home.

Little English Guesthouse Bed and Breakfast Owner Tracey Cochran stands inside the business’s front room on Aug. 10. TORI LYNN SCHNEIDER/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

Get a little taste of

England
Marina Brown Special to Tallahassee Democrat | USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

From B&B’s to elegant inns,
local adventure is all around 

See GETAWAYS, Page 3C
This is the London Room at Little English Guesthouse
Bed and Breakfast.

On Aug. 26, 1920, the Nineteenth
Amendment was added to the U.S. Con-
stitution, granting women the right to
vote.

To celebrate the bicentennial of this
milestone event, the Museum of Florida
History spent months planning out the
“Beyond the Vote: Florida Women’s Ac-
tivism” exhibit. Right before it was set to
open in 2020, the museum closed due to
the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Now, one year later, museum director
Lisa Barton is proud of the work her team
put into presenting this historic legacy
despite the challenges of the past year.
Barton notes that the museum will stay
open for extended hours on Thursday,
Aug. 26, to give the public additional
time to see the exhibit, which will stay on
display through Jan. 23. 

“These women, whether they were
fighting for suffrage, civil rights or envi-

Women’s perseverance on display in ‘Beyond the Vote’
Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

Visitors explore a display of woman voter at the “Beyond the Vote” exhibit at the
Museum of Florida History. LISA DUNBAR

If you go
What: Beyond the Vote:
Florida Women’s Activism
Exhibit 

When: 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday, 
10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Saturdays,
noon-4:30 p.m. Sundays
through Jan. 23 

Where: Museum of Florida
History, 500 S Bronough St. 

Cost: Free 

Contact: For more
information, visit
museumoffloridahistory.com/

See VOTING, Page 3C
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If you’re looking for a bit of pamper-
ing, a dose of history, charm-oozing sur-
roundings, even a touch of the foreign,
then you might have a look at some of
the inns and bed and breakfasts both in
Tallahassee and our surrounding cities.

From grand turn-of-the-century
mansions to simple “ensuited” private
rooms, a local vacation may land you in
the antebellum South, or the digs of a bil-
lionaire tobacco magnate, or even a de-
lightful facsimile of an English cottage.

The Democrat spoke with the owners
of only three of these stay-at-home op-
tions, though others are listed below.
Each “innkeeper” sounded like a family
friend who hoped you’d drop in for a day
or two – plenty of time for them to cook
up hearty breakfast fare, and to pass on
information on local sight-seeing that as
a resident, you’ve probably overlooked. 

What they also offered is the opportu-
nity for guests to slow down; to meet oth-
er people and have a leisurely conversa-
tion; to sip a cold drink beneath a pergola
of magnolias – simply to refresh yourself
– near your own backyard – but seem-
ingly so far away.

Ball House and Cottages at
Southwood

We all know about the pre and post-
Civil War days of the plantations that
stretched from Tallahassee north into
Georgia. Several of them remain as tour-
ist attractions. Many have been absorbed
into housing and business develop-
ments, losing their individual identities.

But at the Ball House and Cottages on
the former Southwood Plantation, land
that from the 1840s belonged to the
George T. Ward and Chaires families, and
later, to Edward Ball, owner of the St. Joe
Company, today a local Tallahasseean
can stay in one of five cottages that
though built in 2001, seem to hearken
from 150 years ago.

Gazing at the archetypical plantation-
style main building, one can imagine
Ball, his buddy Alfred Dupont, and other
wealthy entrepreneurs sipping juleps on
the pillared-porch as they survey the
2500 acres where first cotton, then cattle
would thrive. But while Ball House is
now used for gala events, weddings, and
corporate gatherings, it is the charm of
the 800 square-foot, one-bedroom cot-
tages that owner, Josh Kasper, admits
draws guests back.

“I would call it Southern cabin,” says
Kasper. Beneath arching century-oaks,
each interior features brick mantels, re-
claimed submerged river wood floors,
shiplap walls, rustic furniture, and rock-
ing chairs on wide porches. The cluster of
cottages is a refuge, he says, for legisla-
tors in session, as well as for guests who
need only a night or two for refreshing.

Little English Guesthouse 

Heading north from Southwood, and
searching for a respite site that feels not

only close, but out-of-the-way, one finds
the Little English Guesthouse, not so far
from the Interstate-10 exit at Thomas-
ville Road.

Tom Cochran, from Michigan, and his
wife, Tracy, from London, have owned
the three-bedroom bed and breakfast for
the last 18 years. Tracy is the first to ex-
plain that the Little English Guesthouse
is not “historic.” In fact, it was built in
1978.

Not grand nor pompous, the ensuite
rooms are homey, with touches of Eng-
land in pillows and period furniture. But
it is the intimacy and tranquility that
Tracy says draws guests back again and
again. Perhaps it is also the breakfasts.
Each morning, fresh croissants, whole
grain muffins, cereals, yogurt, and Eng-
lish tea and coffee are set up in a com-
mon dining area with what seems to be
proper British flare.

On a long, enclosed porch, called the
“conservatory,” a chess set and a “guard”
in a full set of British armor stands
watch. 

“What is wonderful is to see the
friendships that develop when people
have the time to share tea and talk,” says

Tracy. “Parents visiting their college-
student children, a news anchor needing
some time away from the bustle of Mi-
ami, a literal “rocket scientist” from
Huntsville, as well as people who just
come for a once-a-month stay… they all
get to know each other in a way they
wouldn’t staying at a big-chain hotel.”

A restored McFarlin House
in Quincy

And if your original holiday plans
might have included a castle or a manor
house, then there is no need to down-
scale your expectations of spectacular
digs.

As near as Quincy, where, if you look,
you can find dozens of Victorian-style
mansions, there is one that has turned
heads since the Golden Age. McFarlin
House was built in 1895 by a shade tobac-
co plantation owner named John McFar-
lin.

A veritable pastiche of turrets, hips,
pillars, and expansive, curving porches,
it is set on 1.5 acres of manicured lawn in
the heart of Quincy. With nine themed
rooms with baths, the owners, Richard

and Tina Fauble, have, for the last 37
years owned and pampered the house,
which appears as dramatically fur-
nished and polished as in the days when
tobacco was king and the Quincy area
was studded with billionaires.

“McFarlin wanted the very best,”
Fauble said. “Carved fireplaces from
Europe, copper and brass ceilings from
the Northeast, Italian tile, Tiffany
stained-glass windows, as well as a
hand-carved stairway… all have put the
house on the National Register of His-
toric Homes.”

But when Florida shade tobacco fell
out of favor in the 1960s, and when the
second owner, died in 1972, the grand
house fell into decline. “No one lived
here for the next 24 years,” says Fauble.
“There were 20-foot holes in the ceiling,
the structure was tilting, half the win-
dows were gone, and kudzu and vines
covered everything.”

That is when he and his wife bought it
and in a miracle resurrection, restored
McFarlin House to true glory. 

Now, guests can stay in a “Gentle-
man’s Room,” decorated with turn-of-
the-century baseball bats, gloves, and
pictorial memorabilia of America’s
game. Or “Louisa’s Loft,” set on the third
floor where a stained-glass window acts
as headboard, and fringed lamps, Euro-
pean wall-coverings, and delicate wain-
scoting radiate the “Golden Age.”

In other rooms, canopied four-poster
beds, antique plate collections, carved
Victorian furniture, as well as romantic
surprises in the form of an elevated
soaking tub surrounded by marble pil-
lars, and in another room, a sunken tub
surrounded by louvered walls, make
McFarlin House a sure rival to any Euro-
pean venue.

But just as Tallahassee locals haven’t
had an easy time during the last year
and a half, neither have the keepers of
the private bed and breakfasts and inns.
The guests they’ve counted on from the
universities, both as parents of stu-
dents, and team-supporting sports
fans, haven’t shown up.

Neither have the tourists from
Europe and South America who’ve
wanted to see our part of the state. Even
the costs of food have gone up enough to
make a difference. One of the owners
admitted they had gone seven months
with no bookings at all.

But perhaps a symbiosis is in the
making. Tallahasseeans want some
time “away.” Innkeepers want to give it
to them. 

And maybe juleps and crumpets are
as good as French wine any way.

Getaways
Continued from Page 1C

The Little English Guesthouse Bed and Breakfast has operated for 18 years. 

The London Room at Little English Guesthouse Bed and Breakfast.
PHOTOS BY TORI LYNN SCHNEIDER/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

A few other getaways 
Thomasville 

Thomasville B & B: 429 N. Crawford St.
229-227-1749 

Monticello

The Daffodale House: 620 W.
Washington. St. 850-997-1111 

The Cottage B & B: 295 W. Palmer Mill
Road 850-342-3541

ronmental causes, stood firm in the face
of opposition and challenges and perse-
vered,” says Barton. “They worked for
what they believed was right and I find
that very inspiring.” 

Role models and love of history 

Barton looks to her mother as an in-
spirational woman and educator as well
as a constant source of support. As far as
other her childhood female role models
go, she always ranked Harriet Tubman at
the top. Barton checked out a biography
on Tubman from her elementary school
library and was in awe of her courage,
bravery and determination. 

In elementary school, Barton present-
ed historical research in social studies
fairs, including a project on another
woman activist, Susan B. Anthony.

Her presentation brought her to the
state competition in Montgomery, Ala-
bama, where she recalls being over-
whelmed by the sheer size and variety of
history museums. Barton went on to
pursue a history degree at the University
of Alabama and her master’s degree in
public history from Florida State Univer-
sity. 

“One of my professors in Alabama in-
troduced me to the area of public history
which has to do with how history profes-
sionals interpret history for the public
through archives, museums and histori-
cal preservation,” says Barton. “Preser-
vation is another passion of mine. We
not only create exhibits, but we preserve
history and keep artifacts in perpetuity
for the public interest.” 

Volunteering opens doors

Barton began volunteering for the
Museum of Florida History and the Knott
House Museum in 1999. As she began her

career in museums, Barton aspired to
step into the shoes of former museum di-
rector Dr. Jeana Brunson, always admir-
ing her leadership and high standards of
excellence. Barton took on the role of
senior curator at the museum for many
years, developing exhibitions and work-
ing with more than 46,000 historical ob-
jects and artifacts. 

She was the exhibits manager at the
Florida Historic Capitol Museum for a
few years before returning to the Mu-
seum of Florida History as director. Bar-
ton says her favorite part of the job is col-
laborating with her colleagues. 

“They’re some of the most creative,
smart, energetic, problem-solving peo-
ple that I’ve ever met,” says Barton. “It’s
really great to be involved with people
who really want to make the museum
shine for the public. Everyone feels pas-
sionate about bringing history alive, and

it’s rewarding to see visitors come in and
really appreciate and learn more about
Florida history.” 

All hands on deck for exhibits

When it comes to curating and creat-
ing exhibits, it’s an all hands on deck af-
fair. Barton says the head curator over-
sees researching the topic and finding
related artifacts, photos, and other visu-
al and audio aids to enhance the text.

From there, exhibit designers, fabri-
cators and registrars all pitch in to decide
colors and presentation of information.
It can take anywhere from six to nine
months to complete a single exhibit. 

For “Beyond the Vote,” Barton says cu-
rator Lisa Dunbar was able to find a
plethora of film and photographs to bring
these women to life. 

She particularly enjoys the section on

Mary McLeod Bethune, one of the fore-
most black educators, civil and women’s
rights leaders and government officials
of the twentieth century. Bethune set the
education standards for colleges across
the country and is recognized for her role
as an advisor to President Franklin Dela-
no Roosevelt.

Barton notes that one of the promi-
nent artifacts in the exhibit is Bethune’s
cane, which was once Roosevelt’s, and
gifted to her by his wife Eleanor. 

Putting votes into action

“Beyond the Vote is about what has
been made possible for women after get-
ting the vote in 1920,” says Barton.
“Women were able to advocate for so
many different causes. They were able to
be engaged in the political process and
run for office. More laws passed that
gave them more equal rights.” 

Barton hopes visitors will walk away
from the exhibit with a renewed appreci-
ation for how far the women’s rights
movements have come in one hundred
years.

The exhibit can be viewed for free at
the museum seven days a week. Addi-
tionally, a preview on the museum’s
website has a taste of these stories and
artifacts under the “Exhibits Now On
View” page. Barton encourages visitors
to visit both online and in person. 

“Knowing history makes people bet-
ter and more informed citizens,” says
Barton. 

“It’s important to understand the past
to make decisions about the present day
and the future. These women never gave
up and kept on lobbying and doing what
they needed to do to raise awareness and
make positive changes for their commu-
nity. Despite obstacles and challenges,
they never gave up.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature writ-
er for the Council on Culture & Arts. CO-
CA is the capital area’s umbrella agency
for arts and culture (www.tallahas-
seearts.org). 

Voting
Continued from Page 1C

Lisa Barton spent months preparing the Museum of Florida History for the
“Beyond the Vote: Florida Women’s Activism” exhibit, which will have extended
hours on Thursday. FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF STATE


