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A
ctor Tyler Wold feels lucky to be step-

ping out onto the Monticello Opera

House’s stage this month for their pro-

duction of “On Golden Pond,” and it’s

not just because he was once the voice of The Flori-

da Lottery. Wold placed his acting career on hold for

13 years while serving as an announcer for the

state’s lottery drawings, but it wasn’t long before

the theater bug bit him again.
In 2010, he got back onstage at Theatre Tallahassee in

“Witness for the Prosecution” and “Cabaret.” During the
day, Wold works in the radio business as the Key Ac-
count Manager at Cumulus Media. His last show, pre-
COVID, was playing the Stage Manager in the Opera
House’s production of “Our Town.”

Now that live theater is returning, he is soaking in
every moment with his castmates while preparing for
his new role in “On Golden Pond,” as the lead, Norman
Thayer. 

“Theater has been the center of my social and personal
life outside of work,” says Wold. “I missed all of the people
and the connection that you can have with your audiences.
It’s very satisfying to turn in a good performance and do
something that people enjoy and put their hard-earned
money out there to see. It’s very rewarding in that way.” 

Wold moved to Tallahassee in 1978 to work as a radio disc
jockey. He quickly plugged into the theater scene, debuting in
a production of “The Sound of Music.” Currently, he serves as a
board member at large for Theatre Tallahassee, and has enjoyed
working with theater groups in the Big Bend area.

‘GOLDEN’
OPPORTUNITY

TTLLHHLLIIFFEE

You know you’re in for a wild ride
when a book begins with the words
“Nine-one-one, what’s your emergen-
cy?” In “Anguished” (Gatekeeper Press,
2021), George Encizo’s fourth book in
the JD Pickens mystery series, the au-
thor serves up gripping suspense with
small town charm.

Encizo is a member of the Tallahas-
see Writers Association and a retired
banker who turned to writing as a cre-
ative outlet and has published eight
novels.

The story opens with a mysterious
witness watching a late-night attack
outside a convenience store. The Good
Samaritan makes the call but takes

pains to leave the prem-
ises without being identi-
fied. Encizo then back-
tracks to let the reader
know that the victim is
Russell Pickens, father of
the protagonist.

As JD Pickens strug-
gles to balance his roles as doting son
and hard-nosed law enforcement offi-
cial, his subordinates take charge of the
investigation. At the forefront are savvy
playmaker Detective Sergeant Amy
Tucker and high-tech hero Corporal Bil-
ly Thompson, who conveniently be-
longs to a drone club.

As the story progresses, additional
attacks take place, including one that
leaves Pickens’ best friend, Leroy, shot
in the back and left for dead. Soon, the
FBI gets involved, working alongside
the sheriff’s team as they weave their
way through Encizo’s compelling page-
turner.

Aside from the compounding mys-
tery, Encizo provides humanizing mo-
ments and snippets of Pickens’ life be-
fore his law enforcement career that re-
veal the character and allow him to grow.
JD Pickens is a slightly larger-than-life
local gridiron legend who went on to play
football at Florida State University.

Memories of his glory days are sprin-
kled throughout the novel. Pickens’
wife, the county medical examiner, lov-
ingly — and perhaps with tongue in
cheek — calls him by the nickname
“Quarterback.”

Pickens’ parents, wife, and preco-
cious daughter keep him steeped in
family connectedness, although he is
repeatedly running into the string of
broken hearts he’s left behind. JD’s per-
sonal charm and charisma help balance
the weightier issues of violence and
murder.

BOOK REVIEW

Tallahassee writer keeps ‘Anguished’ absorbing

Susan Koehler
Guest columnist

“Anguished” (Gatekeeper Press, 2021),
George Encizo’s fourth book in the JD
Pickens mystery series. PROVIDED

Encizo

See ‘ANGUISHED’, Page 3C

Tyler Wold reconnects with theater
at Monticello Opera House

Amanda Sieradzki Council on Culture & Arts

Tyler Wold will be stepping onto the Monticello Opera House’s stage
this fall for its production of “On Golden Pond.” TYLER WOLD

See WOLD, Page 2C

If you go
What: On Golden Pond 

When: Aug. 20-29 

Where: Monticello Opera House, 185 West Washington St 

Cost: General admission $22, discounts available 

Contact: For more information, call 850-997-4242 or visit
monticellooperahouse.org. 
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Struggling to fill
your open positions?

Get your job openings in front of everyone!

Our editorial team is planning
coverage Labor Day Weekend
that focuses on the local job
markets, with information on
hiring trends and advice for
jobseekers.

Get in front of our local news
audience — online, in print,
and on social media — for
great exposure for your
much-needed hiring boost!

Take advantage of our LABOR DAY special offer
for creative recruitment advertising solutions.

CONTACT US TODAY TO LEARNMORE & GET STARTED!
e. RECRUITADS@LOCALIQ.COM • p. 1-855-288-3272

WWW.LOCALIQRECRUITMENT.COM

This column completes my interview
with the Trial Advocate Quarterly mag-
azine.

Q. What are some things attorneys
can do to make your job easier at hear-
ings? At trial?

A. Read, understand, and follow the
rules of procedure and court orders.
Talk with your opponents and work
through issues. At hearings, actively lis-
ten and make your point quickly. 

I read everything to prepare for hear-
ings. That includes the case files and the
law.

Generally, I am ready for a hearing a
week ahead of time, so don’t wait until

the last minute to file legal memoranda,
depositions, etc. Timeliness is a trait of
professionalism, and often less is more.

At trial, don’t over-object, and do not
make speaking objections. State your
basis, and the judge will ask you for
more if needed. 

Q. What is one feature of the court
system, or the broader legal system, that
you wish could be changed? 

A We can honor the people’s right to
access the courts by having more pa-
tience and compassion for pro se liti-
gants. Doing simple things can make a
big difference. For example, I explain
rules of procedure, the evidence code,
the burdens and standards of proof, and
the court’s expectations to pro se liti-
gants. Lawyers can help by working
with them whenever possible. Ignoring
or being hostile to them is counter-pro-
ductive.

Ultimately, the people’s faith in jus-

tice depends on being heard, treated
with fairness and dignity, and under-
standing what happened and why. 

Q. Based on what you have seen at
hearings and trials, what is the number
one continuing legal education topic
that you think would benefit the attor-
neys who practice before you? 

A. I have always been a big proponent
of on-your-feet learning. Civil lawyers,
particularly young ones, don’t try
enough cases. 

I’d focus on teaching basic trial skills
to inexperienced civil lawyers. The cul-
mination would be their delivery of
opening statements, closing argu-
ments, and conducting direct and
cross-examinations. Peers and instruc-
tors would provide constructive feed-
back.

Q. How do you achieve work-life bal-
ance with your personal life?

I love what I do. In addition to my job,

I write a column for local newspapers,
have published two books. Have I men-
tioned that I will be a candidate to keep
my seat in a six-county circuit in 2022? 

I read a lot and enjoy spending my
spare time with family, playing with my
dog, and watching college football. My
wife and I are blessed, and we count our
blessings daily.

Q. If Hollywood made a movie about
you, what actor would you want to por-
tray you and why? 

A. I’d say the late Brian Dennehy.
Why, because he was a talented actor
who came across as a regular guy. And
my wife thinks he was cute. But I am not
holding my breath waiting on Holly-
wood.

The Honorable J. Layne Smith is a
Circuit Judge, a published author, and a
public speaker. Send your questions to
askjudgesmith@gmail.com

Advice for lawyers: Listen, make points quickly

Street Scene
Philip Stuart

Guest columnist

Some of his favorite roles have been
Canon Penefather in “Murder on the
Nile,” General Waverly in “White Christ-
mas,” Herr Schultz in “Cabaret” and Ju-
ror 4 in “12 Angry Men.” 

He is fearless when it comes to new
roles, and will step out of his comfort
zone to try on characters that are noth-
ing like himself. Working with his voice
his whole career has helped while on-
stage, but mostly he attributes his
growth as an actor to working with top-
notch directors and colleagues. 

“We have so much talent in this
town,” says Wold. “Collectively my cast-
mates and directors have had an impact
on me. They all come to the project with
the same end goal in mind, which is to
do good quality work, and I’ve really en-
joyed working with all of them.” 

“On Golden Pond” is a play written by
Ernest Thompson which was adapted
into the 1981 film starring Katharine
Hepburn, Jane Fonda and Henry Fonda.
The story follows Norman and his wife
Ethel as they care for his estranged
daughter’s stepson, Billy. 

Wold begins detailed research on his
characters before stepping into a new
role in order to fully understand their
nuances. For “On Golden Pond,” he has
avoided watching the Hollywood
award-winning film so as to not take on
Fonda’s mannerisms. 

“We’re familiar with the play, and it’s
been around a long time, but we want to
bring it to people fresh so it’s something
they’ve never seen before,” explains
Wold. 

“We want to do the characters the
way the author intended them to be
done. I’m not trying to be Henry Fonda’s
Norman because there was only one of
him, and will never be another one.” 

In the play, Norman enjoys playing
the board game Parcheesi with his wife,
so Wold spent some time learning the
rules of the game to have a better under-
standing of it. In another scene, his soon
to be step-grandson makes a joke about
author Alexandre Dumas, so Wold took
time learning how to correctly pro-
nounce the French name. 

The rehearsal process, which began
at the start of July, has been easeful in

spite of fluctuating COVID-19 numbers
in the state. 

Wold is grateful to be able to hold re-
hearsals in his home given the cast’s in-
timate numbers.

He remodeled his garage a few years
ago and has enjoyed holding rehearsals
in it over the years. Wold says his dog
joins in on the action from time to time
as well. 

“He’s been in theater too, and played
Sandy in ‘Annie’ a few years ago,” laughs
Wold. “Luckily we have been able to re-
hearse in person. We’re all together and
doing something we love doing, and we
try to do it the very best we can. We’ve
got a cast that has experienced enough
life to bring these roles to life” 

Wold says the heart of the play is its
portrayal of relationships. 

The strained relationship between
Norman and his daughter Chelsea
brings up themes of the power of for-
giveness. The second big relationship is
Norman’s 50-year strong marriage and
how his wife keeps him afloat as he be-
comes preoccupied with dying and los-
ing his memory. 

“It’s a play about things we’re all go-
ing to go through eventually,” says Wold.
“There’s something for everyone to con-
nect to regardless of their age. We plan
to make it two hours well spent with a
lot of laughs and sentimental mo-
ments.” 

“On Golden Pond” runs from Aug. 20-
29 at the Monticello Opera House. Mon-
ticello Opera House’s official COVID-19
statement encourages all patrons and
staff to get vaccinated or wear a mask
and provides hand sanitizing stations
throughout the building.

Wold is hopeful the show will bring
audiences the opportunity to get lost in
the story, while safely re-connecting
with one another and the actors in a live
theater setting. 

“Theater tells very important sto-
ries,” says Wold. “Sometimes it’s funny,
sometimes it’s sad, sometimes it in-
forms an important issue. People can
come and suspend disbelief for a little
bit and see their lives in a different light.
Theater can do all those things and do it
in an intimate way.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella
agency for arts and culture (www.talla-
hasseearts.org). 

T yler Wold in “Antigone” pictured with Zakiya Jas and Louise Ritchie. PROVIDED

“We have so much talent in this town ... Collectively

my castmates and directors have had an impact on

me. They all come to the project with the same end

goal in mind, which is to do good quality work, and

I’ve really enjoyed working with all of them.”
Tyler Wold

Wold
Continued from Page 1C

Songwriter Jimmy
Webb is 75. Actor Larry
Mathews (“The Dick
Van Dyke Show”) is 66.
Actor Zeljko Ivanek
(“Madam Secretary,”
“Heroes”) is 64. Actor
Rondell Sheridan

(“That’s So Raven,” “Cory in the
House”) is 63. Director Alejandro

Gonzalez Inarritu (“Birdman,” “Ba-
bel”) is 58. Actor Peter Hermann
(“Law and Order: Special Victims
Unit”) is 54. Actor Debra Messing
(“Will and Grace”) is 53. Actor Antho-
ny Anderson (“Black-ish”) is 51. Actor
Ben Affleck 49. Singer Joe Jonas of
The Jonas Brothers is 32. Actor Jenni-
fer Lawrence is 31. DJ Smoove da
General of Cali Swag District is 31.

BIRTHDAYS

Affleck

Today is Sunday, Aug. 15, the 227th
day of 2021. There are 138 days left in
the year.

On this date:
1057: Macbeth, King of Scots, was

killed in battle by Malcolm, the eldest
son of King Duncan, whom Macbeth
had slain. 

1914: The Panama Canal officially
opened as the SS Ancon crossed the
just-completed waterway between the
Pacific and Atlantic oceans.

1944: During World War II, Allied
forces landed in southern France in
Operation Dragoon.

1969: The Woodstock Music and Art
Fair opened in upstate New York.

1998: 29 people were killed by a car
bomb that tore apart the center of
Omagh, Northern Ireland; a splinter
group calling itself the Real IRA
claimed responsibility.

2015: Japanese Emperor Akihito ex-
pressed rare “deep remorse” over his
country’s wartime actions in an ad-
dress marking the 70th anniversary of
Japan’s surrender in World War II, a
day after the prime minister fell short
of apologizing to victims of Japanese
aggression. 

TODAY IN HISTORY


