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TLHLIFE

When you’re a writer and you put to-
gether plot snippets garnered from the
professions of lawyer, reporter, profes-
sor and psychologist, and then toss in
coming-of-age dilemmas and dangers
to a band of vulnerable boarding school
girls — you’re likely to come up with a
novel bursting with sometimes terrify-
ingly familiar details.

In “Wayward Girls,” by Claire Mattur-
ro and Penny Koepsel, (Red Adept Pub-
lishing, Aug. 10, 2021) these real-to-life
front-page tales have resulted in a book
filled with enough twists and turns to
keep you rushing toward its last page.

What is even more interesting is that
Matturro and Koepsel wrote more or
less simultaneously, and at other times,
traded off chapters and characters, to
bring off a story that is coherent and
confident. 

Matturro was, until recently, a local
author with a string of other books that

range from romantic mysteries, to legal
thrillers, to cat cozies. Her work has won
a variety of awards throughout Georgia
and Florida, including a Georgia Author
of the Year nomination.

Currently, Matturro lives in Sarasota
where, using her past professions as an
attorney, journalist, and teacher, she re-
mains active in literary societies. This is
her second novel in as many years, with
“Smuggler’s Daughter” launched in
2020.

Koepsel is a former psychologist from
Texas who has spent her career working
in school settings supporting mental

health, but who, for her own pleasure,
has been a life-long writer. 

And what drew these two together to
co-write “Wayward Girls”?

Aside from knowledge of the widely-
published tragic outcome of a young
student housed at Texas’ Artesia Hall in
the 1970s and similar atrocities at the
100-year-old Dozier School for Boys in
Marianna, Florida, which somehow res-
onated with both women, it was the
real-life camaraderie they forged while
at a reunion of students from a girl’s
boarding school they had both attend-
ed.

Though the work is fiction, the truths
about control, about vulnerability,
about the power of authoritative adults
in a setting of isolation ring with truth.
“Wayward Girls” doesn’t whitewash
much in a story that as fiction will keep a
reader needing to unravel one convolut-
ed knot after another.

When four teenage girls, Camille,
Jude, Makena, and Wanda Ann are sent 
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Authors team up to paint harrowing picture in ‘Wayward Girls’
Marina Brown
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“All serious daring starts from within,” said Eudora Welty, Pu-

litzer Prize winner and former Junior League of Jackson, Mis-

sissippi, volunteer. Artists Olivia Barattini and Savannah Sali-

nas agree. * “I admire Savannah’s openness and that she is

game to try new things,” says Barattini. “I admire artists who

aren’t necessarily married to any one media or idea. You can

go farther with people who are adventurous.”

“I really like seeing what
Olivia’s working on be-
cause she’s always experi-
menting,” adds Salinas.
“We both dabble in media
that the other hasn’t really
messed with so it’s fun to
talk about the challenges
and what’s exciting about
those medias.” 

Barattini and Salinas are the daring artists
behind the Junior League of Tallahassee’s new
“Project Daring” mural which will feature Wel-
ty’s quote within the design.

JLT commissioned the mural to transform
the outside wall of the Lumen Technologies
building at the intersection of Calhoun Street

and Park Avenue. The project has garnered sup-
port from the Florida Department of State and
Tallahassee Downtown Improvement Author-
ity. 

Celebrating distinguished women

JLT wanted to commemorate their 60-year
anniversary by visually celebrating female
trailblazers. Tallahassee natives Barattini and
Salinas stepped up to the challenge, integrating
three distinguished women, all of whom have
been inducted into the Florida Women’s Hall of
Fame.

They will paint a collage of portraits of Zora
Neale Hurston, author of “Their Eyes Were
Watching God,” Betty Mae Jumper, the first

female chief of the Seminole Tribe, and Marjo-
rie Harris Carr, a celebrated environmentalist. 

“For me, as a woman of color, I really wanted
to include women of color that I found really in-
spiring,” says Salinas. “I’ve always admired
Hurston and think it’s super cool that she’s from
one of the first established Black cities in Flori-
da. We both wanted to include people that we
found inspiring and cared about similar issues
that we cared about.” 

Salinas’ primary media is in ceramics and
printmaking. This will be her first mural. Sali-
nas met Barattini at Florida State University
when they were both studio art students. Now,
they work at Omnia, an art auction company in 

Mock-up of “Project Daring” mural featuring Zora Neale Hurston, author of “Their Eyes Were Watching God,” Betty Mae Jumper, the first female chief of the
Seminole Tribe, and Marjorie Harris Carr, a celebrated environmentalist. OLIVIA BARATTINI 

Three
Florida
muses

Junior League celebrates 60 years
with ‘Project Daring’ mural
Amanda Sieradzki Special to Tallahassee Democrat
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See MURAL, Page 2C
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town. “Project Daring” will be their first
creative endeavor together. Barattini,
who focuses on drawing, painting and
digital art, completed her first mural in
2017. 

“A friend of mine, Sarah Painter, was
putting together a project to design the
side of a building and it was something
I’d never done before,” recalls Barattini.

“The idea behind this JLT pitch was
coming up with something adjacent to
the three muses using women in areas
of important interests. So, we have the
Author, the Leader, and the Steward of
the Environment.” 

Combining history and photoshop

Both Barattini and Salinas share a
love for history. They spend their days
cataloging and researching historical
and timeless pieces of art and photog-
raphy. Stylistically, they first sketched
out these women’s portraits in a da-
guerreotype style, an old-type of 1800s
photography, which is something they
handle on a semi-regular basis. Instead,
they decided to keep the figures in the
mural monochrome in the style of Greek
sculptures and have the textiles they’re
wearing pop with a variety of colors. 

Salinas created the illustrations for
these figures’ clothing, and incorporat-
ed imagery that alludes to what each
woman is historically known for. Carr
sports a shirt of stylized leaves, Hur-
ston’s outfit is a blinking cacophony of
eyes, and Jumper is swathed in tradi-
tional Seminole textiles. The Welty
quote encircles Jumper’s chest. 

“We were so struck by that quote be-
cause it’s so fitting for these powerful
women,” says Salinas. “These women
are inspirations, and they are muses.
You can aspire to be like them.”

“It undulates between all the figures
and, if nothing else, it reads like a man-

tra,” adds Barattini. “As people look at
this, they can put all the elements to-
gether and this mantra can translate
into all sorts of experiences for people
who need that extra kick.” 

Barattini is constantly struck by art’s
ability to present opportunities for cre-
ative problem solving. It’s what moti-
vates her to keep pushing her bound-
aries as an artist.

When it came to plotting out the de-
sign for “Project Daring,” she used pho-
toshop to compose the figures and then
projected the image on the wall to ascer-
tain scale. This process allowed her and
Salinas to “sketch” in real-time as they
began the preliminary steps for com-
pleting the mural. 

Unveiling in the works

With the final unveiling still in the
works, Barattini is curious what pass-
ersby may take away from her and Sali-
nas’ composition. She is hopeful that
these women will inspire them to look
within and imagine what their own
power and strength can achieve. 

“Not everyone has time to unpack all
the information inside the work, but art
can be that package that delivers either
a feeling, a message or an emotion of
some sort,” says Barattini. 

“Art is vital because it’s in every as-
pect of our lives,” adds Salinas. “It’s the
street signs, the architecture, the cars
we drive, the advertisements we see. It’s
in every facet and it’s what makes ev-
erything so beautiful. For me, making
art and making it loud and where people
can see it and can understand why it’s
important, that’s why it matters to me.
There’s so much magic in the world you
can’t help but be inspired by it.” 

For more information on the Talla-
hassee Junior League or the “Project
Daring” mural, visit jltallahassee.org.

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella
agency for arts and culture (www.talla-
hasseearts.org). 

Indya Watercolor And Ink 2021 by Savannah Salinas TALLAHASSEE
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as strangers to the crumbling Talbot
Hall, each referred by the same psychol-
ogist who has pronounced them “crazy
girls who lie,” or worse, a kind of mis-
trustful bond is established among
them.

An overbearing housemother, nick-
named, “Twitch,” and the school’s
Headmaster, “Ic” are aloof and seem to
carry secrets, as does Ic’s wife, Grace,
whose recent pregnancy becomes one
of the book’s most shocking twists. But
above all, it is the psychologist, Dr.
Headstrom, whose malevolent appear-
ances and whose obvious “grooming”
behaviors leave the four girls, and over
time, others, terrified.

Yes, there is teen-age drug use, there

is murder, there is sexual violence, even
an inferno, along with the pervasive fear
of the powerless in the face of power.
But there is also deep friendship, brave
decisions taken out of compassion, and
in the end, true growth, self-accep-
tance, and peace.

The writers have convincingly placed
their characters in the middle of the
1970s, with allusions to vernacular
products and styles of speech, even the
mores of the time.

And it is this veracity, seemingly so
close to the recollections the authors
must have of their own time as “way-
ward girls” in a remote boarding school
not so very far away in memory-time,
that gives “Wayward Girls” its punch.

Contact Marina Brown at
mcdb100@comcast.net. Brown is the
author of the 2020 RPLA Gold Medal
and Book of the Year-winning, The Or-
phan of Pitigliano, and other books.

Wayward Girls
Continued from Page 1C

“How to Spot a Best
Friend,” by Bea Bird-
song and Lucy Fleming
(Rodale Kids)

Sometimes a picture
book is worth a thou-
sand words, and “How
to Spot a Best Friend” is
one of those. In it, au-
thor Bea Birdsong offers
a universal message
with some interesting
specifics. For instance:
“A friend lends you a
crayon. A best friend
lends you a brand-new
extra-sharp green
crayon. Even if you are
drawing a tree with 3,811
green leaves.” That is
the summation on one
of the first double-page
spreads of the book,
complete with vibrant
illustrations by Lucy
Fleming. The simple but
universal sentiment re-
peats.

“A friend helps you
build a block tower. A
best friend helps you
build it twice. Even if
she suspects there will
be a third time.”

“A friend invites you
to join a game of zombie
tag. A best friend lets
you be the tagging zom-
bie. Even if it is his turn
to lurch.”

“A friend swings on
swings with you. A best
friend gives you a push.”

An alternate title for
this charmer could have
been “How to Be a Best
Friend.” It’s no surprise
that Birdsong, who is
known for other books

such as “I Will be Fierce”
and ”Sam’s First Word”
has turned in another
winning story. She is a
former teacher who “be-
lieves in the awesome
power of books.

Adults looking for a
way to make the fun last
and who want to start
emphasizing the strong
connection between

reading and writing can
do an after-storytime ac-
tivity. Ask youngsters to
contribute their own no-
tions of what makes a
best friend. Be sure to
take notes so that you
have an original Part II to
“How to Spot a Best
Friend.” Don’t forget to
request illustrations, too.
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Kids will love ‘How
to Spot a Best Friend’
Brandy Hilboldt
Allport
Special to Jacksonville Florida

Times-Union

USA TODAY NETWORK

“How to Spot a Best Friend” by Bea Birdsong and
Lucy Fleming RODALE KIDS

Aries (March 21-April 19). A relation-
ship will make you happier, as well as
more creative and energetic. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20). What you
do for the good of the group will also
bring about your own personal best.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). You hunger
for excitement, attention, experience
and passion. Just do what feels healthy.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). The day
plays out like a Cinderella story in which
unappealing work must be handled.
Then, onto the glamour and fun!

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You’ll deal
with the unrealistic expectations of
children and the childlike. 

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Revel in fu-
ture fantasies both reasonable and im-
possible. Planning will save days of
work. 

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). If you are
flying too close to the sun through ex-
cessive publicity or dealing with other

such demands on people’s attention,
burnout is certain.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). When you
say to yourself, “I don’t want this,” what
you are saying is that you’re attached to
something else. Happiness is letting go.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Doing
what you love and creating opportuni-
ties for others charges you up.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). In the-
ory, it wouldn’t be too hard to acquiesce
to what’s being asked of you. You resist
due to something like justice, principle
or the desire to restore balance.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Would
you rather be the one bending the rules
or the one trying to enforce them?
Whichever role you choose, you’ll gain
intimate knowledge of the limits.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). For some
reason, many people will be reluctant to
ask for what they want. You’ll step in
and save the day. 

HOROSCOPES


