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Artist Brinda Pamulapati’s fingers pull apart slivers
of silk. She carefully places them in long strips on can-
vas and begins to paint around their edges. A symphony
of colors spirals outward from the silver and gold bro-
caded borders.

These 50-year-old sarees once belonged to her moth-
er and are now the repurposed focal points of her “Saree
Series.” These mixed-media works will be featured at
Pamulapati’s solo show, “Revitalization,” at Venvi Art
Gallery this August.

The title of the show is a nod both to the recycling of a
family heirloom as well as her re-emergence from the
COVID-19 pandemic’s quarantine.

“It is sad that the pandemic has put people at home,
made people sick and put the nation in an economic cri-
sis, but it also gave people more time to think through
the present state of their lives,” Pamulapati says.

“COVID meant having to take breaks and slow down
at home, and I revitalized myself and my thoughts. I was
given a different perspective of the world, and it gave me
time to meditate.”

"Crossing the Bridge" is part of the Revitalization show that will be
opening Aug. 6 at Venvi Gallery. PHOTOS BY BRINDA PAMULAPATI
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Brinda Pamulapati gives new life
to heirloom sarees in ‘Revitalization’

See REVITALIZATION, Page 2C

Q. Mark asks why we allow traffic
blocking at Starbucks & Chick-fil-A. 

A. I’ll begin by saying I don’t like a
lane designed for traffic, vehicular or
pedestrian, to be restricted.

Our coalition of teen safe driver pro-
fessionals such as my project, IMPAACT
(Informing More Pupils About Auto
Crash Tragedies), emphasize that oper-
ating a motor vehicle requires those ac-
cepting such a responsibility give full
undivided attention to their driving at
all times.

No distractions. No excuses. Be ready
for the unexpected. A city bus stopped
in a traffic lane, a traffic crash on the
other side of a blind virtual or horizontal

curve, opening nights, football games,
disabled vehicles, stopped school buss-
es, a basketball rolling directly in front
of your car with a child in close pursuit
or any number of hazards presented in
an instant leaving no place for cognitive
distortion.

When prepared, there is no inaccu-
rate perception of the danger, allowing
correct and immediate decisive action
to avoid the hazard. Simply stated: de-
fensive driving. When operating a mo-

tor vehicle you must pay attention to the
traffic picture far in advance of your im-
mediate position in time and space. 

As with Chick-fil-A and Starbucks or
any business providing a consumer
product in such high demand, the op-
tions are limited.

1. Shifting sidewalks to utilize exist-
ing utility right-of-way for construction
of another lane for right turns would be 

Drive defensively around any Chick-fil-A, Starbucks

Street Scene
Philip Stuart

Guest columnist

See STREET SCENE, Page 2C
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Revamping Venvi’s online gallery

The Venvi Art Gallery, like other cultural organiza-
tions worldwide, closed its doors for the first four
months of the pandemic and cancelled several shows.
During that time, gallery owner and founder Pamula-
pati says that very few people would call to book ap-
pointments to see or buy featured artwork. 

Together with the help of her husband, Veernag, she
brainstormed how the gallery could make the art view-
ing and buying process easier for all involved. That’s
when Venvi began to re-vamp their online gallery. 

Updates included simplifying the website’s inter-
face and adding a viewing room where interested pa-
trons could view the price and size of the artwork. An-
other feature resizes the work so that it is shown in
proper proportion on the virtual “wall” and can give
viewers an accurate idea of how it might look in their
homes. 

“The best part is, we can reach thousands of people,
enabling both new and mature collectors to shop from
the convenience of their home,” says Pamulapati. “If
the show is in a physical gallery, we take pictures of the
physical gallery and upload. If the show is online, we
resize the work in proportion to the wall and curate it
online and publish the walls so that viewers can have a
proper perspective of the size and can understand how
it will look on the wall.” 

In person shows, online viewing room

Pamulapati says the “Viewing Room” will soon
move to a “Current Shows” tab on the homepage of the
website, making access to the artwork even easier for
online visitors. There will also be a rotating banner
that displays every work of art in the show along with
its finer details. 

Beyond work in the physical gallery space, this vir-
tual pivot has allowed Venvi Art Gallery to be a plat-
form for artists both locally and outside of the Big Bend
region. Pamulapati is excited to curate shows that will
only exist in the online space.

The gallery will simultaneously host in-person
shows like Mark Messersmith’s “The Lost Garden of
Hesperides” in September. 

“We curate the physical space according to how one
artwork interacts with another artwork,” says Pamula-
pati. “The artwork will speak for itself and will ask for

where it wants to be, and we try to accommodate that.
It’s a visual language.” 

Solo show a celebration in red, yellow

For her upcoming solo show, Pamulapati continues
speaking that language by using movement, textures
and patterns of acrylic paints. She is also taking the
opportunity to branch out with her mixed media work
and create dynamic paintings inspired by her upbring-
ing in India surrounded by colorful clothing and fauna.

In a two-dimensional photograph, “Saree Series
#4” is a celebration of reds, yellows and blues that
build and cascade in shocks of filigree and flowers. In
person, Pamulapati incorporates a third, textural di-
mension by layering the paint so that the canvas be-
comes just as tactile an experience as feeling the silky
saree between fingertips.

Her triptych, “1965,” uses the saree in Rothko-like
contrast by focusing on big blocks of color bordered by
the fabric’s vertical and horizontal columns.

Pamulapati says that when she is in the studio
working on these pieces, it feels as if she’s fallen down
a rabbit hole, losing all sense of time and her surround-
ings. Painting feels different from her daily medita-
tions where she feels wholly present.

In the studio, minutes turn into hours and she finds
herself transported into another realm altogether.
Continuing on these creative explorations, Pamulapa-
ti remains optimistic about the future and her goals for
Venvi Art Gallery. 

“Learning the business has been an undertaking
and learning experience the past six years, and I could
only do it because I’ve had a lot of community support
and people guiding me,” says Pamulapati.

“The Tallahassee community has so many re-
sources. We want to continue being a platform for art-
ists to be creative and motivate the younger genera-

tion to pursue art.” 
Amanda Sieradzki is the feature writer for the

Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital area’s
umbrella agency for arts and culture (www.tallahas-
seearts.org). 

Brinda Pamulapati's “Saree Series” mixed-media
works will be featured at Pamulapati’s solo show,
“Revitalization,” at Venvi Art Gallery this August.
BRINDA PAMULAPATI

Revitalization
Continued from Page 2C
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Research Participants Needed
Are you 60 or older and experiencing problems

with thinking, memory, or concentration
due to stroke, injury, or impairment? If so, this

contactless study may be for you.

Discuss issues with everyday activities, helpful

technology, and how those technologies might be

improved in a paid series of surveys and phone

interviews. The study is NIDILRR funded and led by
Dr. Boot of FSU’s Department of Psychology.

To see if you qualify, contact us at:

ENHANCE@PSY.FSU.EDU or call
(850)-644-8839

Receive compensation for participating!
♏♋♒♎♊♐�	
☽
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Singer-
guitarist
Bruce
Woodley
of The
Seekers is
79. Drum-
mer Jim

McCarty of The Yardbirds
is 78. Bassist Verdine
White of Earth, Wind and
Fire is 70. Guitarist Jem
Finer of The Pogues is 66.
Supermodel Iman is 66.
Cartoonist Ray Billing-
sley (“Curtis”) is 64. Gui-
tarist Thurston Moore of
Sonic Youth is 63. Celebri-
ty chef Geoffrey Zakar-
ian is 62. Country singer
Marty Brown is 56. Actor
Illeana Douglas is 56. Ac-
tor Matt LeBlanc (“Joey,”
“Friends”) is 54. Actor
Wendy Raquel Robinson
(TV’s “Grand Hotel,” “The
Steve Harvey Show”) is
54. Cellist Paavo Lotjo-
nen of Apocalyptica is 53.

Actor D.B. Woodside
(“24”) is 52. Actor Miriam
Shor (“Swingtown,”
“Hedwig and the Angry
Inch”) is 50. Actor David
Denman (“Parenthood,”
“The Office”) is 48. Actor
Jay R. Ferguson (“Mad
Men”) is 47. Actor James
Lafferty (“One Tree Hill”)
is 36. Actor Shantel Van-

Santen (“One Tree Hill”)
is 36. Actor Michael
Welch (“Twilight” films,
TV’s “Joan of Arcadia”) is
34. Actor Linsey Godfrey
(“The Bold and the Beau-
tiful”) is 33. Classical sing-
er Faryl Smith is 26. Ma-
son Cook (TV’s “Speech-
less”) is 21. Pierce Gag-
non (“One Tree Hill”) is 16.

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Iman

If you go
What: Revitalization 

When: Opening Reception 5-8 p.m. on Aug. 6
Exhibit open Aug. 6-25 

Where: Venvi Art Gallery, 2901 East Park Ave. 

Cost: Free 

Contact: For more information, call 850-322-0965
or visit www.venviartgallery.com.

very costly, would take years and won’t be permitted.
Require the establishments purchase the right-of-way
to construct a right turn lane. (see option 1). 2. Allow
vehicles to drive onto utility easements (bad idea can’t
be done) 3. Install traffic warnings (signs/signals),
doable but somewhat costly in time and money.

I don’t like to see a traffic lane obstructed, but such a
condition is inevitable. 

Chick-fil-A operates 2,672 restaurants in the U.S.
and Canada serving 6 a.m. breakfasts, afternoon and
evening sandwiches, including a variety of chicken
dishes, since 1967.

There are 9 locations in Tallahassee, one inside the
FSU campus at P. O. D. Market. Apparently there are
18,354 Starbucks in the U.S., Canada and Latin Amer-
ica, with 10 Starbucks in Tallahassee with some on
campus at FSU and FAMU. Each or any one of these
locations at any given time may cause traffic tie ups
and or parking problems. 

A flashing light at Chick-fil-A?

Q. Suzan is also concerned about Chick-fil-A and
Starbucks causing drivers approaching the line of
waiting vehicles to swerve away to avoid a crash. Su-
zan proposes we somehow pressure the city or the
businesses to post a flashing light of sorts to protect
our drivers. 

A. Advance warning is always a viable option but it
brings to mind that some drivers don’t see red traffic
lights at an intersection. 

Even more curious, some drivers continue through
red flashing railroad signals to crash into the side of a
moving train occupying the tracks traversing the road.
Which brings me back to the “why” I endeavor to instill
proper and safe driving technique in high school stu-

dents recently granted the privilege to drive. 

Turn lane time

I’ll take a moment to address transportation safety
officials with our USDOT/ FHWA, FDOT, Leon County
and Tallahassee Public Works: If ever there was a time
to construct a dedicated north to east right turn lane at
North Monroe Street aka U.S. 27, aka State Road 63 at
Old Bainbridge Road it is now while the underground
utilities work is underway. The egregious unsafe de-
sign flaw (nonexistent right turn lane) has for years re-
sulted in driver frustration, anxiety and aggression. To
describe the intersection in a word: unsafe.

Roundabout guidance

Q. Robert asks that I offer guidance to drivers navi-
gating roundabouts, specifically a multi-lane round-
about where one driver enters the inside lane and
plans to exit directly across from him (moving right) as

another driver enters the outside lane but wants to exit
to his left.

A. In the case of a two-lane circle at a 4-way inter-
section which I assume is the design to which you re-
fer, Robert, both drivers have entered legally if not ide-
ally. Plan carefully and get a picture in your mind of the
traffic ahead, slow considerably as you would entering
a school zone.

The slower you enter the circle the more time to
study each possibility of conflict(s) with vehicular and
pedestrian traffic, yield to pedestrians and vehicles al-
ready in the circle and cleanly navigate to a divergence
point, marked by small painted skip-lines, for access
to the lane best suitable for your destination.

By that I mean, you may find it necessary to bypass
your exit and continue around the circle in order to
avoid conflicting traffic. As you travel, change lanes
within the circle for a smooth transition to your de-
sired exit even if doing so requires a complete 450-de-
gree venture. While in the circle don’t drive alongside
large trucks as they may swing wide.

I prefer the larger traffic rotaries not the confines of
little roundabouts that only add to frustrations already
built into the things. Remember the reason traffic engi-
neers decided to move away from 4-way intersections
and into circles came about primarily because drivers
have become so inept they increasingly ignore red
lights and stop signs.

For your personal safety 

If you ride a motorcycle or drive a small car don’t
find yourself in the left lane when cresting a hill on a
one-way street. Wrong way traffic is not uncommon. 

When operating a front-wheel-drive car, van or
light truck in the rain, disengage the cruise control.
FWD vehicles can lose traction on wet pavement re-
sulting in loss of control.

Philip Stuart is a retired Florida State Trooper, Traf-
fic Operations Projects Engineer and Forensics Expert
Witness. Write to: crashsites@embarqmail.com.
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A line of cars is wrapped around the building of the
Apalachee Parkway Chick-Fil-A. This location will
serve its last customer Friday. CHRISTOPHER CANN


