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The Florida Sheriffs Bureau, organized in 1955, was
the first state-wide criminal investigation agency de-
veloped specifically to assist local law enforcement
with complex cases. Headquartered in Tallahassee, it
sent personnel trained in forensics and investigations
all over the state. 

In Florida, our county sheriffs are independently
elected by the citizens they serve. The first sheriffs
were appointed by Territorial Governor Andrew Jack-
son in 1821. The Florida Sheriffs Association was cre-
ated in 1893 to provide a collective voice for the sher-
iffs.

In 1955, the FSA was instrumental in creating the
Florida Sheriffs Bureau that provided forensic, tech-
nical, and investigative expertise for local law enforce-

ment making it, in effect, the first state-wide major
crimes investigation agency. 

The genesis 

In 1953, the Florida legislature debated creating a
state police force after its proposal by Attorney General
Richard Ervin. The initiative was met with resistance
by Florida sheriffs who were concerned a state police
department would overstep into county criminal inves-
tigations and possibly create a political divide.

In 1955, Attorney General Ervin, possibly recogniz-
ing that the bill needed the support of the sheriffs,
commented that he favored a Bureau over a state po-
lice force because it preserved local law enforcement.
As such, the legislature created the Florida Sheriffs
Bureau on Oct. 1, 1955 with Governor LeRoy Collins
calling on the FSA to pick the Bureau Director. This led
to Don McLeod, Marion County sheriff, being appoint-
ed as the first director. 

David Brand
Guest Columnist

The Bureau’s activities attracted the attention of
Hollywood. A television series was created,
Tallahassee 7000, starring veteran actor Walter
Matthau. 7000 was the Bureau’s telephone number.
It ran for one season in 1961. PROVIDEDSee BUREAU, Page 4C

A
fter a one-year hiatus, Downtown Tallahassee

has brought back the summer Sundown Concert

Series. Musician Jason McMillan of Two Foot

Level can’t wait to hop on his mandolin and bring

live music back to Cascades Park for this free event.

“Live music transports you into
another way of being,” says Mc-
Millan. “I’ve noticed now more
than ever people are appreciative
at shows and you can see it’s ful-
filling for them. It’s such an impor-
tant part of a lot of people’s lives.
There’s something freeing about
seeing live music being per-
formed.” 

McMillan was born and raised
in Tallahassee, and at this point,
says he feels like part of the fabric
of the community. He began his
journey in the arts at Leon High
School in a beginning guitar class.

From there, McMillan con-
tinued putting together bands
with friends and exploring visual
art. When his wife encouraged
him to pursue teaching, he decid-
ed to complete a degree in art edu-
cation from Florida State Univer-
sity.

Playing music, teaching art

McMillan has taught art at W.T.
Moore Elementary for 18 years.
His proudest moments are wit-

nessing students make meaning-
ful, expressive pieces, and McMil-
lan believes art should always be
fun. He curates his classroom to
be a safe space for students to
make mistakes and express their
ideas. 

“I’ve always thought art should
be for the individual,” says McMil-
lan. “Even though sometimes we
have projects that strive towards a
common goal, I expect everyone’s
art to be slightly different because
of the individuality that exists. My
art room has always been a space
where kids could feel comfortable
and didn’t have to be any certain
way. They have freedom within
parameters.”

Music has been a constant
throughout his teaching career.
Sometimes he brings his guitar to
his classroom and plays a count-
down song for his students to sing
along with. His students have also
greeted him at Food Truck Thurs-
days after his sets with Two Foot
Level. 

Two Foot Level performs at Goodwood Jams. The band will perform
at the Sundown Series Aug. 28 at Cascades Park. PROVIDED

‘FINDING 
BALANCE’

Art 
converges 

for Two Foot
Level

performer

If you go
What: Sundown Concert Series 

When: Frank Jones Band on July 24 and Two Foot Level on Aug. 28 

Where: Cascades Park, 1001 S. Gadsden St. 

Cost: Free 

Contact: For more information on the concert series, visit
visittallahassee.com. For more on Two Foot Level, visit
twofootlevel.net/. 

Amanda Sieradzki Council on Culture & Arts

The Sundown Concert Series will feature the Frank Jones Band and
the Common Taters on July 24. Two Foot Level, shown here, and Slow
Low Crow will finish out the series on Aug. 28. PROVIDED

See MCMILLAN, Page 2C

Sheriffs Bureau gained fame with murder, TV show
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Voting Period:
July 2 - 18
Vote online at:
tallahassee.com/contests

OFFICIAL RULES: NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER. To vote and be eligible for
the $250 prize, at least 25 categories must be filled in. $250 prize is a Gift Card.
For complete official rules go to: tallahassee.com/contests.

YOU COULD WIN $250
#TallahasseeRC

VOTE
TODAY!

ThankYou for ChoosingUs!
We're thrilled to be chosen as a finalist in the

2021Non-Profit category. Be sure to

vote for Boys Town every day to show your support

for the children and families you help us heal.

Tallahassee.com/ReadersChoice

McMillan started the band in 2008
with childhood friend and guitarist Ru-
ben Fields. Fields had written several
original songs, and together they asked
drummer Dillon Bradley-Brown, bassist
Todd Bevis and banjo-player Ross Beck
to round out the quintet. 

Building tool is band’s namesake

Two Foot Level’s sound encom-
passes everything from Americana,
bluegrass and folk to indie, reggae and
rock music. They’ve released four stu-
dio albums over the years, most recently
“Until We Meet Again” in 2020.

Most songs are constructed as a band
with Fields often taking the lead on
bringing ideas to the table. McMillan
describes the process as democratic be-
cause members chime in when they
have a suggestion and are open to see-
ing where a song can go. 

“We have elements of a jam band
without exclusively being that,” says
McMillan. “A lot of the songs that we do

will have a lot of structure, but we also
have moments within the song to im-
provise where it’s your turn to do what
you want to do.” 

Using his visual arts skills, McMillan
has designed T-shirts, logos, stickers
and flyers for Two Foot Level. The
band’s namesake comes from the build-
ing tool and is often incorporated into
the band’s promotional graphics.

One of his favorite designs showed a
swooping owl holding a level in its tal-
ons. Another depicted a level with in-
struments balanced on top. While many
of the band members have experience in
construction and home improvement,
there’s also a metaphorical connotation
to the name. 

“It also transcends being a construc-
tion tool with the idea of having two feet
level in life and finding balance in that
way too,” says McMillan. 

Performing again

The group has performed locally and
regionally at the Spirit of Suwanee Mu-
sic Park, Gainesville’s Heartwood

Sound Stage among other festivals.
During the height of the COVID-19 lock-
down, they had a hard time getting to-
gether to rehearse, but eventually held
an outdoor rehearsal at a farm which
they recorded for their fans. 

As venues have begun opening back
up, they’ve played outdoors in spaces
across Apalachicola as well as the stage
at Hurricane’s Grill & Wings.

The Sundown Concert Series will
feature the Frank Jones Band and the
Common Taters on July 24. Two Foot
Level and Slow Low Crow will finish out
the series on Aug. 28. 

“Playing onstage, I get to really enjoy
what’s going on and let the music come
through me a bit,” says McMillan. “As a
band, we’ve always enjoyed playing mu-
sic together and we’ve always had
something we’ve wanted to share.
You’re going on a journey that takes all
kinds of twists and turns along the way.”

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella
agency for arts and culture (www.talla-
hasseearts.org). 

McMillan
Continued from Page 1C

Musician Jason McMillan of Two Foot
Level. PROVIDED

Q. Judge Smith, what does personal
jurisdiction mean? Robert
A. Personal jurisdiction is a court’s

authority over you. 
If you reside in Florida, the Sunshine

State has personal jurisdiction over you.
Indeed, you expect to bring and defend
lawsuits in Florida but not in other
states. Other states’ courts lack personal
jurisdiction over you unless you: 

1. Own real property there, 
2. Commit a crime there, 
3. Breach a contract there, 
4. Commit a tort there, or 
5. Conduct enough business there. 
Be forewarned that if a plaintiff sues

you in another state, you must immedi-
ately assert the court’s lack of personal
jurisdiction over you. Otherwise, you’ll
waive the defense. Ignoring a lawsuit or
responding to one without the benefit of

legal advice will be an expensive mis-
take. 

Suppose you’ve never had any con-
tact with the State of Idaho. You don’t
live there, haven’t visited, or conducted
business there. Suppose your arch-ene-
my moves to Idaho and files a lawsuit
against you. An Idaho state court lacks
personal jurisdiction over you. 

Suppose you cause a car accident in
Jefferson County, Alabama. In that case,
you can expect the plaintiff to sue you
there, and an Alabama court would have
personal jurisdiction over you. 

Suppose the Sheriff of Fulton County,
Georgia, arrests you for possession of co-
caine. The local prosecutor will charge
you there, and a Georgia court would
have personal jurisdiction over you. 
Q. Judge Smith, what does subject

matter jurisdiction mean? Faith
A. Subject matter jurisdiction is the

court’s authority to hear and decide par-
ticular cases. A state court derives its
subject matter jurisdiction from the
state’s constitution and statutes. A court
either has subject matter jurisdiction, or
it doesn’t. 

Florida’s county courts have subject
matter jurisdiction over misdemeanor
cases, civil cases involving $30,000 or
less, violations of city and county ordi-
nances, and anything else authorized by
statute. Florida’s circuit courts have sub-
ject matter jurisdiction over everything
else. 

For example, a negligence lawsuit to
recover $8,250 for property damage be-
longs only in the county court. Felony
and family law cases belong only in the
circuit court. 
Q. Judge Smith, what does venue

mean? Nathan
A. Venue concerns the fairness of su-

ing a defendant in a particular county. It
governs where a lawsuit can be filed and
prosecuted. Generally, by statute, a
plaintiff may file a civil suit in the county
where the defendant resides, commits a
tort, or breaches a contract. Thus, a
plaintiff may have the option of filing the
claim in more than one county. 

Suppose you operate a store at the
Tallahassee Mall where a shopper suf-
fers a slip and falls. Suppose the plaintiff,
who is a resident of Miami-Dade County,

sues you for negligence there. By law, you
can ask the judge in Miami-Dade County
to transfer the case to Leon County to
avoid defending the lawsuit in a distant
county. 

Let’s cover a related concept—an in-
convenient forum. Suppose the venue
for a case properly lies in either Leon or
Palm Beach Counties. The plaintiff filed
suit in Leon County, but 26 out of 27 wit-
nesses live in Palm Beach County. The
defendant may move to transfer the case
to Palm Beach County as the more con-
venient location to try the case.

The law of jurisdiction and venue is
nuanced, and cases can turn on a single
fact. I recommend getting professional
help upfront. If sued, promptly notify
your lawyer, insurance agent, and liabil-
ity carriers and provide them with a copy
of the summons and lawsuit papers. 

If you grasp these concepts, I’ve
taught you a semester of civil procedure
in under 600 words!

The Honorable J. Layne Smith is a Cir-
cuit Judge, author, and public speaker.
Send your questions to askjudges-
mith@gmail.com.

Jurisdiction, venue play role in court’s authority

Ask Judge Smith
Layne Smith

Guest columnist


