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“Tina Williams has created a place where kids can be stars, parents can be
proud, and performers can shine.” - Jordan Hiltz, YAT Class of 2021 and “Rizzo” in
Grease

F
orty-six years. That’s about what it takes for a loving parent to

feel well and truly sure that an “off-spring” — birthed and

raised, nourished and protected — has made it. That that be-

loved creation is prepared to carry on for years and years. That

a legacy will continue. h That is perhaps how Tina Williams, the Exec-

utive Director — for the next month — of Tallahassee’s Young Actors

Theatre is feeling about now. h Nearly a half-century ago, she created

what has become one of the largest acting venues for young people in

the nation.

On Aug. 1 she will turn over that title, and the daunting heritage of YAT to Sarah
Doolin Roy, a professional Arts administrator with a stunning resume’ and her own
deep connection to the Young Actors Theatre — Sarah Doolin Roy is the niece of its
founder. 

Indeed, in looking back at Tina Williams’ life and legacy, the YAT has truly been a
“family affair.” 

Family moves and Tallahassee roots

Williams was born in Tallahassee, but would immediately
begin what was to be a peripatetic youth. Zoltan Farkas, Wil-
liams’ father, was a Hungarian-born art-educated photogra-
pher. Taking his young family to New York City, he became
sought after for high-fashion shoots by the likes of Vogue,
Mademoiselle, and even photographed Grace Kelley, whom
he advised to “go back to Philly.”

He had met Williams’ mother on a photo shoot while she
modeled the full-skirted designs of the time. But by the time
little Tina was in the fifth-grade, the family decided to shift
locales from the big city — and even Farkas’ profession — and
return to the small-town security of Florida.

While in Florida, Tina took some drama and dance classes,
and posed for fashion shots taken by her father. But by the
time she entered high school, the family had returned to New 

Tina Williams, left, watches as the Young Actors Theatre cast of “Grease” warms up before performing in front of a live audience on Thursday.tthe Younggg Actors Theatre cast of “Grease” warms upp before pep rformingg in front of a live audience on Thursdayy.

Exit stage right 

Marina Brown | Special to Tallahassee Democrat | USA TODAY NETWORK — FLORIDA

Tina Williams, executive director of Tallahassee’s Young Actors Theatre, has
created what has become one of the largest acting venues for young people in
the nation. On Aug. 1, she is retiring. 
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As Tina Williams directs final show,
thriving YAT stays in the family

The Young
Actors Theatre
cast of
“Grease”
warms up
before
performing in
front of a live
audience
Thursday.

Music has no borders for violinist Pe-
dro Maia. At the age of 15, he debuted
with the ArtBrasilia Symphony Orches-
tra and currently plays with the Talla-
hassee Symphony Orchestra (TSO).
Maia will play during TSO’s concert at
the City of Tallahassee’s Celebrate
America event this Fourth of July. 

This free community event begins at
7 p.m. and will end with a fireworks dis-
play and TSO’s rendition of the “1812
Overture” during the grand finale. While
the concert celebrates America’s inde-
pendence, it also echoes Maia’s belief
that no matter the country or continent,
music has the power to bring people to-
gether. 

“Music is an international language,”
says Maia. “People are more willing to
get to know you as a person and get to
know your culture because they’re in-
terested in your music.” 

Maia is pursuing his doctorate in vio-
lin performance at Florida State Univer-
sity and has founded two chamber

groups, including Cosmos New Music
ensemble. He feels connected to his
friends and fellow players in both cham-
ber groups, many of whom are interna-

tional students and colleagues hailing
from across the globe. 

From Brazil to Mississippi

Maia began his journey in music at a
young age, and at the insistence of his
parents. He slowly came around to prac-
ticing the violin on his own and fell in
love with the instrument in his teen
years. Maia earned a full scholarship to
the University of Southern Mississippi,
and it was during undergraduate stud-
ies he met Dr. Shannon Thomas who
would become his mentor at FSU. 

“The teaching I had in Brazil had a
more traditional, European influence,”
says Maia. “[Thomas’] way of teaching
and pedagogy was totally fresh and
new. She has so many ideas about how
to approach a musical phrase and exe-

Violinist eager to connect with audience on 4th of July
Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

Pedro Maia plays with the Tallahassee Symphony Orchestra and is pursuing his
doctorate in violin performance at Florida State University. He has founded two
chamber groups, including Cosmos New Music ensemble. PERRONE FORD, PTFPHOTOSee MAIA, Page 4C
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Find a home that fits your family in
a neighborhood that fits your life.
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Weekend
Showcasewww.Tallahassee.com/Homes

Find Tallahassee's best new listings,
open houses and other distinctive

properties in these pages every Saturday.
Over 3,000 more available every day at

To advertise in the Weekend Showcase,
Call me TODAY! Tracy Dobridge 732-643-2516

tdobridge@localiq.com
It’s the smart MOVE!

Voting Period:
July 2 - 18
Vote online at:
tallahassee.com/contests

OFFICIAL RULES: NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER. To vote and be eligible for
the $250 prize, at least 25 categories must be filled in. $250 prize is a Gift Card.
For complete official rules go to: tallahassee.com/contests.

YOU COULD WIN $250
#TallahasseeRC

VOTE
TODAY!

SARAH EDEN
850.933.9600

Laura Jo Hewitt (NMLS 775253)
Home Finance Specialist

Happy
Fourth of July!

cution. She changed my way I looked at
music and I felt super inspired every
time I left her class.” 

Maia can be found practicing be-
tween four or five hours a day when pre-
paring for a solo concert. 

He considers himself a “technique
man” and focuses on the bow move-
ments and the use of his right hand. 

For chamber music rehearsals, he
enjoys the camaraderie of creating a co-
hesive sound and making sure the
whole group has the same timing and
ideas about how to match each other
technically.

While Ludwig van Beethoven, Wolf-
gang Mozart and Igor Stravinsky are
among Maia’s longstanding favorite
composers, he is constantly seeking out
fresh new, voices in the field. 

Maia picks up on the feelings that
can live inside a composition regardless
of composer and strives to make those
emotions clear to the listener, whether
it be passion, anger or excitement. 

Performing work by 
living composers

“It’s important because you keep
music alive,” says Maia. 

“If all musicians do their part to pro-
mote living composers, we’ll have even
greater music in the future like people
did in the past. Without those musi-
cians back in the day playing living
composer’s music, we wouldn’t have
composers like Beethoven today. You
have to keep exploring, and with music
there’s an infinity of possibilities.
There’s always more to be explored.” 

Maia has shared numerous perfor-
mances in music halls that echo with
the history of musicians from the past.
Some of his most memorable perfor-
mances have been at Carnegie Hall in
New York City and Palazzo Ducale di Ur-
bino in Italy. 

He jokes that it is hard to make a bad
sound in those historic halls given the
acoustics and ability to hear every mu-
sician with total clarity. 

Maia has served on faculty at festi-
vals in the U.S., Brazil, Chile, Columbia
and Mexico. 

He gives private lessons and coaches
middle and high school students in the
Tallahassee Youth Orchestras. In his
last concert with TYO, he got a chance to
play with his students and was so proud

to hear them let their personalities out
through their music-making. 

Joy in connecting 
with group, audience

Time in the classroom is spent
showing students how to fall in love
with their instrument so that they will
be motivated to go home and practice
on their own. 

Maia emphasizes artistry so that
students can listen and be aware of
sounds they make to communicate
their own thoughts and feelings. He
recognizes his own joy in their jour-
neys. 

“I’m lucky to have some of my best
friends playing with me,” says Maia.
“It’s really rewarding if you can make
the audience connect with the group
and the music because you can see
their reaction and they understand
something without you having even
said a word.” 

Maia joined TSO in 2015 and has en-
joyed being a part of the “family” of lo-
cal musicians and professionals.

The Fourth of July concert at Tom
Brown Park will be the group’s first
performance for a live audience since
the COVID shut-down. Maia cannot
wait to connect with listeners both old
and new. 

“Music is a bonding experience for
any community because it brings ev-
erybody together,” says Maia. 

“A chamber group is a small com-
munity. We have rehearsals where we
have to listen to each other, respect
each other’s opinion and help each
other. Chamber groups and the orches-
tra can be seen as an example of how a
community should work and poten-
tially how a city, state or country could
work.”

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture &
Arts. COCA is the capital area’s um-
brella agency for arts and culture
(www.tallahasseearts.org). 

Maia
Continued from Page 4C

If you go
What: City of Tallahassee’s Celebrate
America Event 

When: 7-10 p.m. on Sunday, July 4th 

Where: Tom Brown Park 

Cost: Free and open to the public 

Contact: For more information, call
850-891-3866 or visit
facebook.com/COTparks


