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Painter Joe Roache’s best advice for young artists is to
start growing a thick skin and keep their aesthetic back-
bone intact when it comes to personal preferences. 

Just like the artists who have inspired him —
Marc Chagall, Romare Bearden and Charles

White among them — he believes that
not all work may be appreciated in

the time that it’s created. 
“You have to have your own di-

rection and stay at it regard-
less,” says Roache. “Art is what
makes people human to me
and it’s always been impor-
tant. It’s important now be-
cause we really need to keep
working at that humanity.” 

Roache is one of 54 art-
ists who are sharing their
bold, multi-media works at

this year’s Creative Tallahas-
see 2021.

This is one of many exhibi-
tions curated by the Council on

Culture & Arts for the Art in Public
Places program on behalf of the City

of Tallahassee. The show highlights
the work of established and emerging lo-

cal artists, which can be viewed both at the
City Hall Art Gallery and at COCA’s Online Gallery

now through Aug. 9. 

In the Creative Tallahassee exhibit, Joe Roache’s painting, “Blue Pool Water,” uses acrylic with epoxy, a thick, transparent medium, to create the
illusion of water. BELOW: Joe Roache is one of 54 artists who are sharing their bold, multi-media works at this year’s Creative Tallahassee 2021..
JOE ROACHE

CHART ‘YOUR OWN
DIRECTION’

“ Jefferson County Man,” by Creative Tallahassee artist
Joe Roache.

Amanda Sieradzki Council on Culture & Arts

If you go
What: Creative Tallahassee 2021 

When: 8 a.m.-5 p.m., Monday
through Friday until Aug. 9 

Where: City Hall Art Gallery, 300
South Adams St. 

Cost: Free and open to the
public 

Contact: For more information,
call 850-224-2500 or visit
COCA’s Online Gallery at
cocaonlinegallery.zenfolio.com.
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See ROACHE, Page 2C

Creative Tallahassee artist Joe Roache keeps
‘working at that humanity’ 

I grew up on Montserrat, the pear-
shaped Caribbean island Americans as-
sociated with a volcanic eruption more
than two decades before St. Vincent and
the Grenadines unluckily assumed that
sad distinction.

Montserrat, now reduced to about
5,000 residents, is getting attention for

a reason that cheers my heart and gives
perspective and meaning to my boy-
hood soccer dreams.

Recently, the Montserrat National
Football team beat Grenada 2-1 in World
Cup Qualifying. The team equalized late
in regular time and won in the dying
minutes of the match. Despite an im-
pressive showing, however, the team
failed to qualify for the FIFA World Cup
in Qatar 2022. The ultimate soccer
dream must be deferred until 2026. 

But the team still has an opportunity
for summer soccer glory. On July 2, the
Emerald Boys, as the team is called, will

play against Caribbean giants Trinidad
and Tobago for a spot in the CONCACAF
Gold Cup. 

A land of departure

This is soccer as a love story. This is
also about young men, dreams, migra-
tion, and heritage. It’s also a tale of the
redemptive nature of sports. 

Montserrat is a place of departure.
My homeland, perhaps more than any
other Caribbean island, is defined by its
diaspora. Waves of Montserratian men
and women have left the island’s black

sand shores for economic opportunity
abroad: the Panama Canal Zone, the
cane fields of the Dominican Republic
and Cuba; the tar pits and oilfields in
Trinidad & Tobago, the oil refineries of
the Dutch Antilles. 

During the post-World War II great
migration of Caribbean islanders to the
United Kingdom who we now call the
Windrush Generation, about a third of
the Montserrat population left for cities
like London, Birmingham, and

Somebody is living my Montserrat soccer dream

Andrew Skerritt
Guest Columnist

See SKERRITT, Page 3C
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We can help your community
improvement ideas happen.
Let’s make change, together.

acommunitythrives.mightycause.com

* SEE OFFICIAL RULES FOR DETAILS.

You have ideas?
We have $2 million

in grants.
e $2 million

t

PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

BIRTHDAY
happy

Happy 1st 
Birthday, Lola Jean 

Sutherland!
Love,

Mommy (Micha L. Sutherland)
Daddy (J. Alan Sutherland)

Cody, Coral, DeLauren & Lily

LOS ANGELES – Conan O’Brien
stayed true to form as he wrapped his
TBS show “Conan” after nearly 11 years,

bouncing between self-
deprecating and smart-
aleck humor before al-
lowing himself a touch of
sentiment.

“Try to do what you
love with people you love,
and if you can manage
that, it’s the definition of

heaven on Earth,” he said, marking the
end of his third late-night show over 28
years. It’s a tenure second only to John-
ny Carson’s 30 years on “Tonight.”

O’Brien’s next venture is a weekly va-
riety series for HBO Max, set to arrive in
2022 with an as-yet unannounced for-
mat.

The hour-long “Conan” finale Thurs-
day was largely a trip down memory
lane with clips of guests including Steve
Martin, Tom Hanks and Sarah Silver-
man, and highlights of specials taped
outside the United States. Will Ferrell
appeared by Zoom from Boston, with
Jack Black on hand to salute O’Brien.

Ferrell noted that he’s been a guest
for the conclusions of O’Brien’s previous
shows, “Late Night With Conan O’Brien”
and “Tonight,” both on NBC but with
widely varying runs: the former from

1993 to 2009, the latter for less than
eight months in 2009-10.

“It’s kind of become a tradition,”
O’Brien said of Ferrell’s presence.

“It’s become (expletive) exhausting,”
Ferrell replied. He then proceeded to
perform farewells that he suggested
O’Brien should bank for probable future
need, including for his new HBO Max
series.

“People would say six episodes isn’t a
lot, but you packed enough entertain-
ment in them for eight episodes,” Ferrell
said. He then lauded him for a string of
projected talk show flops on Al Jazeera
and Delta Airlines, and his YouTube
“classic unboxing videos.”

O’Brien, a writer for “The Simpsons”
in his salad days, sat for his exit inter-
view with surprise HR rep Homer Simp-
son, who was unimpressed when re-
minded that O’Brien was a talk show
host.

“Wow, a dying breed,” Simpson told
the animated version of O’Brien.
“There’s only like 800 of you left.”

Black limped onto the stage wearing
an orthopedic boot, which he and O’Bri-
en explained was because of a badly
sprained ankle Black suffered during
pre-taping of what was supposed to be a
big-finish action and dancing skit.

In its place, Black serenaded O’Brien
and his longtime sidekick Andy Richter
with revamped lyrics set to the signa-
ture Frank Sinatra standard, “My Way.”

Conan O’Brien ends late-night
show with snark, gratitude
Lynn Elber 
ASSOCIATED PRESS

O’Brien

Work habits and important
mentors

Roache uses oil, acrylic and comput-
er paintings and drawings to bring both
figurative and abstract works to life. He
completed his undergraduate studies at
Florida A&M University and his MFA in
painting and graphics at the University
of Wisconsin. Roache has taught 3D
animation, painting and design courses
at FAMU, and is currently an instructor
at LeMoyne Arts. 

“A lot of what I stressed when I was a
teacher in university was good work
habits,” says Roache. “The students I
work with now are taking a course for
pleasure to learn something new. It’s
more about enjoying what you do. I try
to find out what it is that they want and
give them whatever instruction that
takes them from wherever they are to
somewhere better.” 

When he was younger, Roache en-
joyed drawing and painting but didn’t
have many mentors in his community
who made a living as working artists to
look towards for a clear path. He com-
pares his journey to walking blind but
kept at his dream regardless.

During his time at FAMU, he benefit-
ted from the mentorship of several pro-
fessors. Among them was Bill Hender-
son, who shared his precise illustrating
skills, and Kenneth Falana, who in-
stilled the importance of having social
and political meaning in one’s work. 

Experimentation and creation

Roache says he has experimented
with several painting styles. He strives
to keep work open-ended so that people
can uncover their own meanings inside
narrative and abstract landscapes and
figures.

There are juxtapositions between na-
ture and portraiture, as well as past and
present. Paintings from his jazz musi-
cian series entrance the viewer with col-
or and texture and have won best in
show and first place awards. Other por-
traits place black and white figures in
the foreground against vibrant, rural
landscapes. 

“Some are painted from photos of
friends or people that I’ve met,” says
Roache. “Some images I have re-
searched and pulled from someplace
else to make the point of what I’m trying
to say.”

‘Visual and philosophical’

Roache might feel inspired after a
walk around his neighborhood, or time
spent in his yard gardening. If an idea is
politically or socially directed, he might
start to compile images that express his
ideas. Regardless of where he begins,
Roache tends to work intuitively, taking
weeks to develop an idea before a paint-
ing takes shape. 

One painting, “Secret Garden” is an
explosive floral fantasia with a hidden
statue in the grassy greens. Roache says
the work went through several drafts
and features an African fertility statue. 

“If a woman is having problems with
childbirth, they give them that statue to
carry around and help them become fer-
tile, which adds a lot of meanings relat-
ed to that image,” says Roache. “I enjoy
creating and spending time making an
image. In some ways it’s not necessarily
narrative storytelling, but you’re telling
something that is visual and philosoph-
ical in a way.”

Keeping an air of mystery

In the Creative Tallahassee exhibit,
Roache’s painting, “Blue Pool Water,”
uses acrylic with epoxy, a thick, trans-
parent medium, to create the illusion of
water.

Roache often swims and wanted to
craft a whimsical scene from memory
that would be both pleasing to the eye
while experimenting with depth and
imagined landscapes. His other paint-
ing, “I Built Pyramids,” is a study in rep-
etition and pattern, with a title that
leaves it’s meaning completely up to
viewers. 

“I like to keep things a little mysteri-
ous, so people have to bring something
to the piece themselves,” says Roache.
“If you preach to the people, I think you
lose them. If you ask them a question
about what they see, you can engage
with them and hopefully that makes
someone come back.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture &
Arts. COCA is the capital area’s umbrel-
la agency for arts and culture
(www.tallahasseearts.org).

Roache
Continued from Page 1C
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viewers.

“I enjoy creating and spending time
making an image. In some ways it’s
not necessarily narrative storytelling,
but you’re telling something that is
visual and philosophical in a way.”

Joe Roache

Actor Julia Duffy (“Newhart”) is
70. Country singer Lorrie Morgan is
62. Writer-director J.J. Abrams
(“Lost,” “Alias”) is 55. STV personal-
ity Jo Frost (“Supernanny”) is 51. Ac-
tor Christian Kane (“The Librari-
ans”) is 49. Actor Tobey Maguire is
46. Singer Leigh Nash of Sixpence

None the Richer is 45. Christian rock singer Zach
Williams is 43. Reality star Khloe Kardashian is
37. Actor Drake Bell (“Drake and Josh”) is 35. Actor
Sam Claflin (“Hunger Games” films) is 35. Actor
Matthew Lewis (“Harry Potter” films) is 32. Actor
Madylin Sweeten (“Everybody Loves Raymond”) is
30. Singer Lauren Jauregui of Fifth Harmony is 25.
Singer H.E.R. is 24. Actor Chandler Riggs (“The
Walking Dead”) is 22.

BIRTHDAYS

Abrams

Aries (March 21-April 19). A few
hours here and there will turn into sub-
stantial blocks of time, and then a com-
mitment, and then your lifestyle.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Let your
curiosity lead you to the questions that
will spring interactions to life. 

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Your envi-
ronment is full of optional experiences,
some of which present themselves as
givens. There are no givens. You get to
choose how or if you want to engage.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Just be-
cause you can name a feeling doesn’t
mean you have to claim the feeling,
which is just energy moving through
you. 

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). The power
source is already inside you. Run your-
self through a series of checks that will
tell you where the energy is coming
from and where it’s going.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). In your
mind, a trajectory seemed like an easy,
singular ascent. In practice, there is no
such a thing. Learning to fly is messy.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). A picture
assimilates in the ether and is sent
straight to the email inbox of your
mind. This can be a working map, as it’s
a kind of overhead shot of where you
are going and the path to getting there.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Your con-
tribution will feel like something you
are doing for you and you alone, but
when you elevate yourself, you elevate
the collective spirit.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21).
Adaptability is a willingness to change
when the tactic isn’t working. Stick to
the plan a little longer.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). You are
attracted to what is good for you. You’ll
be drawn to the people who pull you
into life’s fullness.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Certain
loyalties seem so cemented in place
that you don’t think to test them. It’s a
day to think deeply aboutrelationships.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). You will
have the satisfaction of helping anoth-
er person in a way money cannot buy.

HOROSCOPES

Today is Sunday, June 27, the 178th
day of 2021. There are 187 days left in
the year. 

On this date in: 
2005: The Supreme Court ruled, in a

pair of 5-4 decisions, that displaying
the Ten Commandments on govern-

ment property was constitutionally
permissible in some cases but not in
others. BTK serial killer Dennis Rader
pleaded guilty to ten murders that had
spread fear across Wichita, Kansas, be-
ginning in the 1970s. (Rader later re-
ceived multiple life sentences.) 

TODAY IN HISTORY


