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TLHLIFE

If you’ve ever stepped into a European
cathedral, breathtaking in size and sub-
lime in its handcrafted detail, your mind
may glance against the fact that despite
plagues, wars, famine, and all manner of
other conundrums, there were minds
and sensibilities out there that aimed
high in what they made.

They wanted beauty in their build-
ings.

And in some version of that vision, it
seems that a young businessman who
has chosen Tallahassee as his home,
would hope to accomplish the same
thing — though for him, the structural
medium is housing. 

Hadi Boulos is 46 years old. He was
born in Lebanon, but educated at Maclay
High School. To see him rise up from be-
hind his desk, is to see a tall, handsome
man — in a hand-tailored custom suit —
who combines a mixture of confidence,
deference to a guest, and with the per-
fume of ambition floating about him.

As of this writing, the Boulos Corpora-
tion, which over 20 years ago began pur-
chasing and managing Tallahassee real
estate, is currently developing no less
than seven capital city, multi-residential
properties, along with a townhome/
commercial project, and homes in Carra-
belle.

That adds up to nearly 600 single-
family residences, and over 100 apart-
ments or duplexes — and all at the same
time.

Maclay grad with ‘love for city’

So how does a young man become the
sole owner and driving force behind the
eponymous corporation whose stunning
gold and black logo is now seen across

town and positioned up and down North
Thomasville Road?

In a friendly conversation at his
streamlined offices housed in the old
Florida Theater building in downtown
Tallahassee, Boulos described what

seems like life’s perfect preparation for
the job of entrepreneur/developer.

“My father was a well-known archi-
tect and developer in Lebanon, and later
in the States. In fact, I am the third gener-
ation of those interested in building.”
With homes in the Middle East, and in
Europe, the elder Boulos elected to send
his son to Maclay School to finish high
school.

“There was something so wholesome
about Tallahassee,” he says. “My father
saw the love here for trees, for landscap-
ing, he noted that the people were kind,
and that the environment was safe. I
have come to love the city in the very
same way.”

But first, Boulos went on to graduate
from Roger Williams University in Rhode
Island with a degree in Management and
Finance, and then began what would be
a 20-year career as an investment bank-
er.

Fluent in finance and four
languages

With early schooling in Switzerland,
France, and Germany, Boulos is fluent in
at least four languages. Merrill Lynch,
and later Barclay’s, would use his finan-
cial acumen in New York and London,
and later Citibank would find him in
Switzerland as well.

In the meantime, along with his fa-
ther, Boulos had begun purchasing Talla-
hassee real estate, mainly apartment
complexes at the time, in addition to

Developer Hadi Boulos on site at
Oxford Gates, one of seven Boulos
Corporation housing developments
going up around Tallahassee in June
2021. PROVIDED

Man behind the
GOLDEN LOGO

Entrepreneur Hadi Boulos 
is building a lasting mark 

with housing developments

Boulos Building Exterior Thursday, May 9, 2019 TORI SCHNEIDER/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

Marina Brown
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See BOULOS, Page 2C

The third Saturday in June is a special day for social
dance.

Mayor John E. Dailey proclaimed it as
USA Dance Day two years ago. USA
Dance is a social dance organization,
which board member Rebecca Kelley has
served on for nearly four years. There are
17 chapters in the state of Florida alone,
and countless across the country. 

To commemorate the day in Tallahas-
see, Kelley and her fellow committee has

planned the first ever Florida Sunshine Dance & Sym-
posium, which will span three days and include a talent
show, mini-match and evening dances.

On Saturday, the USA Dance national president Ken

Richard will serve as keynote speaker and talk about
navigating the future of social dance. 

“Our organization wants to make Tallahassee a hub
for ballroom dancing,” says Kelley. “After many board
meetings, we came up with this “a la carte” event. It’s
not a one size fits all and we did that on purpose.”

Friday night will kick off the weekend with social
dancing and spotlight performances by organization
members. Beginners and all levels are welcome to join.
Saturday will feature a roundtable meeting of the minds
to discuss growing the chapter and pushing social
dance to the forefront of Tallahassee’s arts scene. 

Competitors are welcome to brush up on their skills
by attending a competitive “mini-match” event. There
will also be lessons and workshops taught by Diedre
Manzanares Williams, Joe Mounts and Christian 

USA Dance stepping up to make ballroom ‘hub’
Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

Individuals learn the rumba from Fred Astaire dance
instructor Alex Medina on Monday evening, April 19.
ALICIA DEVINE/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

Kelley 

See DANCE, Page 3C
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Grace. Grace was Kelley’s partner during one of her
most memorable spotlight performances a few years
ago.

A spotlight is similar to an exhibition, where one
couple takes the dance floor and gives a performance.
Kelley says their waltz allowed her to embark on a new
journey with social dancing. 

“It really allowed me to let go of some of the things in
my past,” remembers Kelley. “I incorporated a lot of per-
sonal things into the dance that I needed to express.” 

Kelley joined the USA Dance organization after at-
tending a few Tuesday night swing dances at the local
American Legion. Her mother serves alongside her on
the board, and together they have continued to organize
events around town. 

Music was Kelley’s first introduction to the arts. She
sings and plays piano and trumpet. Given her musical
ear, she has a lot of respect for how musicians and
dancers work together to interpret rhythms and em-
body the intricacies of each song.

Her favorite dance is the foxtrot and its unforgettable
rhythmic signature which can be found in music from
the 1920s through the 1990s. 

“You can hear and dance a variety of different styles
within the foxtrot rhythm,” says Kelley. “There’s a lot of
ad-libbing you can do. For instance, you can incorpo-
rate a tango pattern in the foxtrot. Or you can stop in the
middle, turn it into a swing step, then stop the swing
and turn it back into a foxtrot.” 

Kelley’s dancing genes were inherited from her
mother, who has been a ballroom dancer for almost 20
years.

Her sons, ages 10 and 12, are also quick on their feet
and have joined them at multiple social dance events.
Kelley is not only impressed by how her children soak
up new moves like sponges, but also how their role as
“leads” on the dance floor have helped them to grow
into young gentlemen. 

Kelley had the chance to dance with her sons in a
spotlight performance in 2019. Looking back on videos
from that night, she admires the spark in her sons’ eyes
and the quality time that they’ve shared together. Her
eldest son competed in a team match in Daytona and
won first place with swing dancing in April. 

“He was so proud of the trophy he won, went to
school the next Monday and showed it off,” says Kelley.
“Those are good, proud moments. My mom, her hus-
band, my two kids and me, we’re all out there cutting up
the dance floor and we enjoy it. It’s a family affair.” 

Kelley says their chapter has been able to hold danc-
es since December with extra

COVID precautions. There are hand sanitization sta-

tions and mask-wearing encouraged by members. They
also abstained from holding regular mixers where cou-
ples dance with different people one right after the oth-
er. 

However, now that most of the core group of dancers
are vaccinated, Kelley is hopeful that dances will start
to look like they did pre-pandemic.

The debut of the Florida Sunshine Dance & Sympo-
sium is another opportunity for the community to get
involved as well, whether it’s attending a lesson, learn-
ing about membership to USA Dance or just gathering
for a fun night out with friends and family. 

“We said in February of last year, before everything
started shutting down, to not miss your opportunity to
dance because you don’t know when you might lose it,”
says Kelley. “It just so happened that a month after that,
we lost it for several months. I hope everyone who at-
tends the weekend leaves with an awe-inspiring aspi-
ration to never miss a chance to dance.”

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature writer for the Coun-
cil on Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital area’s umbrel-
la agency for arts and culture (www.tallahas-
seearts.org).

If you go
What: Florida Sunshine Dance & Symposium 

When: 6:30-11 p.m. on Friday, June 18, 9 a.m.-11 p.m. Saturday, June 19, 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Sunday, June 20 

Where: Days Inn & Conference Center, 2900 N Monroe St 

Cost: Prices vary, pre-registration required 

Contact: For more information, call 850-739-3096 or visit usadance6010.org. 

Dance
Continued from Page 1C

The Betton
Road Construction Project is a major project which is
designed to be done in five phases over approximately
one year.

Phase 1, scheduled to begin Monday, June 14, 2021,
runs between Thomasville Road and West Randolph
Circle/ Marion Avenue intersection and is slated for two
months ending Aug. 14, or thereabouts.

We can expect delays due to weather and the unfore-
seen.

Phase 2 runs to Lee Avenue. Phase 3 consists of in-
tersection improvements at Lee Avenue. Phase 4 runs
between Centerville Road and East Randolph Circle/
Spruce Avenue. Phase 5 completes the project between
East Randolph Circle and Lee Avenue. 

The entire 5 phase project is expected to take 9 to 12
months to complete and will include upgrading pedes-
trian safety by reducing lane widths to increase the
physical distance between vehicular and pedestrians
which is accomplished by adding to the easement sep-
arating the roadway and the sidewalk. 

Betton Hills residents will not be isolated during any
part of construction even if construction phases over-
lap for some reason. Armistead Road and Trescott Drive
provide access to your neighborhood through winding
picturesque travel-ways. 

The proposed detours to the south include rerouting
traffic to 7th Avenue off Centerville Road and to 6th Av-
enue off Thomasville Road. Something I know the I-7
and I-6 “Avenues” residents won’t like. 

Utility upgrades, additional I-10 lanes

Utility upgrades continue during “nighttime” along
Thomasville Road south of I-10 to Betton Road. 

The Federal Highway Administration and Florida
Department of Transportation are ready to embark on a
couple of projects of interest to Tallahassee. The east-
bound I-10 (SR-8) exit ramp at Thomasville Road
(SR-61) will get an additional lane which will carry
through Raymond Diehl Road to Capital Circle NE. If
they find the money, sometime next year I-10 will even-
tually be widened to six lanes between east of Capital
Circle and S.R. 59 in Jefferson County. 

I recommend Tallahassee residents monitor
nwflroads.com if you would like to stay in the loop of
major road construction in Florida. Street Sceners in
Georgia, Alabama and the rest of the country will have
the same type access to highway projects in each state
by first going to the FHWA website: highways.dot.gov.

Severe weather flashers now OK

Retired firefighter turned Florida House (of Repre-
sentatives) member Ed Hooper introduced a bill to
make it legal to drive with flashers on during severe
weather and fog. 

As Gov. Ron DeSantis approves several bills, Florida,
beginning July 1, 2021 will join 40 other states in the U.S.
to permit drivers to lawfully use their vehicles flashing

lights during severe weather. Which many of us do al-
ready. 

Runners out the door 

Local attorney extraordinaire and avid runner, David
Yon in his column recently reported good news, people
are happy to roll out the door and enjoy a run. I join Da-
vid by reminding all motor vehicle operators that we are
all venturing outdoors to enjoy the freedom of running,
walking, jogging, cycling once again.

And when we are not enjoying the aforementioned
healthful physical fun, and instead enter our travel-
ways in a motor vehicle, we are to remain in constant
vigilance for those who are enjoying outdoor activity.
Stop at the stop bar, do not creep into the crosswalk un-
til you know the way is clear, don’t only look for vehicu-
lar traffic to enter an intersection, look also for cyclists
and pedestrians.

The right turn maneuver becomes critical when
turning right against a red light or stop sign. Remember
to watch for all pedestrians entering the crosswalk on
green. This includes our most dear sight impaired ones
who are gaging your vehicles speed and direction with-
out the ability to see you. 

Dangers of canopy roads and ditches 

Q. Mark, representing himself and some of his
neighbors asks about the safety of narrow canopy roads
with trees and deep ditches in close proximity to the
road. 
A. Mark you and your neighbors are valid in your

concern for the unsafe condition Old Bainbridge Road
brings to the motoring public. Yes I have addressed the
subject of insufficient lane widths, trees adjacent to the
edge of pavement, deep ditches and other perils (seri-

ous and immediate danger) inherent with “canopy”
roads. Canopy roads have a well funded lobby of sorts,
"protectors" if you will, looking for anyone voicing the
slightest hint of removing a tree. 

To your question of crashes occurring on canopy
roads; there have been many. Some resulting in injury,
some resulting in death. Tragedy to families, lives
changed for ever, costs to us all via insurance increases
and the negative impact on the local economy are but a
few of the consequences we seem to be willing to accept
in order to maintain the existing canopy over some of
our roads. 

There is a section of Miccosukee Road where a large
oak tree was getting larger, placing itself ever more in-
trusive to vehicles on Miccosukee Road. To give you an
idea of clout wielded by oak trees, instead of removing
the tree, the road was shifted north. To this day that
little curve in the road is reminder to Miccosukee Road
residents such as myself of the, as you say, deep seated
love, many have for our canopy roads. 

There exists a Canopy Roads Citizens Committee,
however safety of the motoring public traveling Old
Bainbridge Road ultimately rests with, and is, the re-
sponsibly of Leon Country Commissioners.

We all love trees, but to ask a professional in the field
of public safety to ignore the terrible consequences of
trees adjacent to a roadway edge is asking too much. If
we removed the trees which are so close to traffic to be a
danger to all who travel, we would still maintain a cano-
py. There are sufficient trees behind the ones posing the
public danger that the canopy would not be lost.

Let’s hope your inquiry and this responsible solution
to imminent tragedy will garner the well justified atten-
tion it deserves.

Philip Stuart is a retired Florida State Trooper, Traf-
fic Operations Projects Engineer and Forensics Expert
Witness. Write to: crashsites@embarqmail.com.

Prepare route to avoid Betton Road project

The City of Tallahassee provided images for the Betton Road project, which kicks off Monday, June 14. CITY OF

TALLAHASSEE

Street Scene
Philip Stuart

Guest columnist

Aries (March 21-April 19). You’re curious, but you
also appreciate the wonderment that comes before
knowing. Finding beauty in a lingering mystery, you’ll
refrain from asking questions you don’t want to know
the answer to.
Taurus (April 20-May 20). “Measure twice and cut

once” is the adage. But if you’re not planning to cut
anything, is the measuring really necessary? Compari-
son can be problematic now. Don’t let “measuring up”
take too much of your time and energy.
Gemini (May 21-June 21). When you’re in it for the

journey, the scenic (though indirect) route has merit.
There’s a decision to make. You won’t regret choosing
what appeals most to your senses.
Cancer (June 22-July 22). You now see how the ob-

stacle blocking your forward movement is at least par-
tially self-created by limits you imposed with your
mind. Terrific news! Now you can get around it by
thinking a different way.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You put smiles on the faces of
those you love for fun. To put smiles on faces you don’t
know earns you karma points. If you want to go for true
nobility, extend goodwill to the enemy.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). There are ideas that have

an actual presence you can feel. It’s not unlike the
presence of a person. You sense an idea hovering near,
wanting to cross into your world. You need only wel-
come it in.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Once you accept that you

are human, you give up trying to make everything so
perfect and allow for a little of that primal instinct that
is your birthright to kick in, too, some of which will be
extremely helpful.
Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Living too safe gets bor-

ing. You don’t have to do anything too wild to get that
charge of vitality that sends you to the higher realms of
joy, though you do have to be willing to take a risk and
get uncomfortable.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Attraction, curiosity
and interest are not guaranteed to be reciprocal, and
that’s what makes it so wonderful when mutuality
presents itself, as it does today! You wonder about
them; they wonder about you.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). Being a good person

doesn’t make you immune to bad moods, or bad be-
havior. Take things situation by situation. Try not to
judge yourself for whatever you’re going through. Wel-
come the full range of your feelings.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). A vague inward feeling

haunts. Quite simply, this one is a little like math
homework in that it won’t resolve itself. The good news
is it’s really only one problem and the minute you face
it, you know the answer.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). You go forward, with

each step thinking of what you want – and your back-
up plan, too. You’re ready to fuel what’s working, catch
what falls and leverage resources to greater effect.

HOROSCOPES


