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Josh Johnson continually finds intersections between activ-

ism and the arts. His career wends and winds between run-

ning for the Florida House of Representatives Democratic Pri-

mary in 2016 to now serving on 621 Gallery’s Board of Direc-

tors. After launching a successful social justice podcast this

past year, he was poised for a new venture.

Johnson firmly believes in saying yes
as a way of manifesting change, no mat-
ter the when or where. So, when he ran
into the network executive for Roku
TV’s Greater Works Network in his local
supermarket, he was ready with a pitch.
“Art in the Margins” was born right there
in the produce section. 

“The show itself highlights Black and
marginal artists,” says Johnson. “One of
the things that I have seen most palpably
from my line of work in social justice,
and in the art world, is that both of these
things can sometimes be exclusive.
When we talk about access, I’ve tried to
make the arts more inclusive by includ-
ing marginal artists in the conversation.” 

The series kicked off in March and is a
partnership between 621 Gallery, Lee
Berger Media Productions, and The
Greater Works Network on Roku TV. Epi-
sodes are released every Wednesday at
7:30 p.m. both on Roku and online and
feature guests from across art mediums.

Johnson hosts the show, researching
guests and always asking the question
that still remains at the top of his per-
sonal list as an activist to answer: “how
does social justice relate to the arts?”

Combining the arts and social
justice

“It’s inextricable,” says Johnson.
“The arts of the time serve as a vehicle
for the social justice matters of the time,
and the social justice matters of the time
serves as the content for the arts. The
lenses of art and social justice are only
separated in the viewer’s mind, but the
artists and social justice advocates real-
ize that you can’t get one without the
other. Both of these things are key com-
ponents of the culture.” 

Johnson is a Tallahassee native who
has spent his career researching and ad-
vocating for access in culture. He
earned his BA in Political Science and
MA in Global Securities from FAMU and
is a teacher, adjunct professor and polit-
ical consultant. He is a dogged advocate
for criminal justice and environmental
reforms, and has an underlying philoso-
phy stemming from a college job, coinci-
dentally, in another supermarket. 

“If something fell off the shelf, we
were told not to pass it up, but to pick it
up,” says Johnson. “I’ve taken that with
me everywhere I’ve gone. If I see some-
thing’s fallen, I can’t pass it up, I have to
pick it up whether it’s in the arts, educa-
tion, or political worlds.” 

He says he fell serendipitously into
the arts world, but states that the audi-
ence for both the arts and social justice
are largely the same — creative, curious
and progressive people who crave and
make change.

Connecting with guests at 621
Gallery

He loves the environment at 621 Gal-
lery, from the history of the building to
the surrounding Railroad Square Art
Park, and pre-COVID, could always be
found at live shows and gallery open-
ings. 

“These jumps have not been grand
chasms for me because I always have a
lens of access, and if you’re coming from
a lens of access, innately it will put you
in different spheres,” says Johnson of
his wide-reaching experiences. “I be-
lieve in saying yes, especially if some-
thing is worthwhile and I know we really
fought for something and tried for
something.” 

Johnson describes the “Art in the
Margins” show as a renegade

“Art in the Margins” with Josh Johnson kicked off in March and is a partnership between 621 Gallery, Lee Berger Media Productions, and The Greater Works Network
on Roku TV. LEE BERGER MEDIA PRODUCTIONS

A BIGGER
PICTURE

Josh Johnson launches 
‘Art in the Margins’ into the world

Josh Johnson hosts an “Art in the Margins” show that kicked off in
March and is a partnership between 621 Gallery, Lee Berger Media
Productions, and The Greater Works Network on Roku TV.
LEE BERGER MEDIA PRODUCTIONS.

See JOHNSON, Page 2C

If you go
What: Art in the Margins with Josh
Johnson 

When: 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays 

Where: Roku TV’s Greater Works
Network 

Contact: For more information, visit
https://watch.greaterworks.network/
live-stream/ or
https://watch.greaterworks.network/
video-on-demand/.

Amanda Sieradzki Council on Culture & Arts
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Sheriff John M. Spottswood was born
in Key West, Florida, on June 17, 1920
and died Sept. 27, 1975. His short, 55
years were phenomenal. 

John Spottswood was elected sheriff
of Monroe County on Jan. 15, 1952 and
served until Jan. 4, 1963. After his ser-
vice as sheriff, he was elected to the
Florida Senate serving from Jan. 3, 1963

until Jan. 3, 1971. He was
an original Keys “Conch,”
with his lineage being
traced back to Colonel
Walter C. Maloney, Sr.
who arrived in the Keys in
the 1820s and served as
the Monroe County Clerk

of the Court, Mayor, and State legislator. 
The Florida Keys certainly have a col-

orful and interesting history. The Keys
were occupied by pirates for hundreds
of years, before the U.S. Navy estab-
lished the Pirate Fleet in 1822. The Navy
still has a strong presence in the lower
Keys. No Name Key, located in the lower

Keys, has always been an isolated area.
Cuban revolutionaries had used the

area to prepare for the Cuban Revolu-
tion of 1895 which resulted in the Span-
ish American War in 1898. On Jan. 1,
1959, Cuban President Fulgencia Batista
was overthrown by General Fidel Cas-
tro’s 26th of July Movement. With Cas-
tro being influenced by the Communist
U.S.S.R., the Central Intelligence Agen-
cy established several training areas in
Florida to train Cuban exiles for the 1961
Bay of Pigs invasion to overthrow the
Castro regime with one of the main sites
being on No Name Key.

With no bridges for vehicular traffic

and few prying eyes, it was a perfect
area for training insurgents. While the
Bay of Pigs invasion was considered a
dismal intelligence failure, the Cuban
patriots were considered heroes. 

The early years 

John enlisted in the U.S. Army and
served as a paratrooper in the Philip-
pines during World War II rising from an
enlisted soldier to Captain in two years.
After being discharged, he returned to
Key West and established the first radio 

Florida history: ‘Conch’ sheriff led remarkable life

David Brand
Guest Columnist

Spottswood

See HISTORY, Page 7C
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MISSION: To present residents of Leon and the surrounding counties

with live concerts of choral masterworks of the highest caliber, to provide

educational opportunities in the community, and to showcase Tallahassee’s

cultural distinction via national and international travel. The Tallahassee

Community Chorus strives to maintain one of the finest non-auditioned

mixed community choral ensembles in the nation.

Nominate Us For Best Family Amusement!

850-597-0603

http://tcchorus.org

Filling Tallahassee with Song!
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Holiday Cruises & Tours

Tuesday, June 1

Join Holiday Cruises & Tours for our IN-PERSON presentations!
If you prefer, you have the option to join VIRTUALLY.

Presentations start at 6:00 PM

TRAVEL
PRESENTATIONS

Join Monika, our representative from Princess, to learn about your Alaska cruise
options in 2022! This is one Alaska presentation that you won't want to miss.

Alaska Vacations in 2022 with Princess

Cruise the Greek Isles

Space is Limited!
RSVP at

www.funseas.com/rsvp
or give us a call!

Tuesday, June 8
The Greek Isles are currently open for U.S. travelers so we are going to
share all the current ways to cruise in Greece during 2021 and in 2022!

Hawaii by Land & Sea
Tuesday, June 15

Another popular U.S. vacation destination, Hawaii! We plan to share all of the
current options you have to visit Hawaii this year and in 2022, by land or sea.

Viking Mississippi River & Great Lakes
Tuesday, June 22

Get the insider info on the Mississippi River as well as Viking's
newest itinerary, the Great Lakes! This is one popular itinerary that is

filling up fast, so don't miss out!

Actor Barbara Barrie is 90. Actor
Joan Collins is 88. Actor Charles
Kimbrough (“Murphy Brown”) is 85.
Comedian Drew Carey is 63. Actor
Melissa McBride (“The Walking
Dead”) is 56. Actor-playwright John
Pollono (“This is Us”) is 49. Singer
Maxwell is 48. Singer Jewel is 47.

Actor LaMonica Garrett (“Designated Survivor,”
“Sons of Anarchy”) is 46. Comedian Tim Robinson
(“Saturday Night Live”) is 40. Actor Adam Wylie
(“Picket Fences”) is 37. Director Ryan Coogler
(“Black Panther”) is 35. Singer Sarah Jarosz is 30.

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Collins

Aries (March 21-April 19). The muses are with you
now when you speak or write, and you’ll be communi-
cating from the heart. With easy eloquence and ef-
fortless persuasion, you’ll enjoy the warmth of other
hearts shining your way.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Your fantasy-world es-
cape is offering free admission for brief visits. If you
find yourself staying too long in the dream, however,
the dream will start charging you rent.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). Do you eat last and clean
up first? Do you listen way more than you talk? Do you
have the oldest phone in your family? Your self-sacri-
ficing style may not always be fun, but you are deeper
and richer for it.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Your empathetic talents
will serve you well. You’ll mentally put yourself in
someone else’s place and make a good guess about
what behaviors would be necessary in order to uphold
that position.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Try not to think too far into a
circumstance or dwell mentally on things that can
only be experienced. There is no substitute for being
there, so just go.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Since what you seek is
also seeking you, all this shifting you’re doing only
makes it harder for the thing to catch up with you. Be
still. Stop searching for it and let it find you.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Confucius said, “To be
wronged is nothing unless you continue to remember
it.” Arguably, some offenses are more memorable than
others. You’ll be judicious about which grievances to
carry.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). It’s not always obvious
how to best share. There are those who would accept
your contributions but don’t really need them, and
others who need them very much but don’t know to
ask. Stay aware and awake to those who need you.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). Force is, by defini-
tion, a conflict with the reality of the moment. Maybe
it’s what’s necessary, though other considerations
might be entertained. To do more than what’s neces-
sary is a waste of energy.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). When you were a
child, there was much you looked forward to with ex-
cited anticipation. Now there’s even more. A different
and varied set of expectations alights the buzz of gid-
diness. Sometimes it comes on for no reason at all.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Your plate is full be-
cause people trust you to get the job done. They have a
high level of faith in you – something you can effec-
tively pay forward, as you’ll be needing to delegate
some of this.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Freedom isn’t always a
process that takes forever. Sometimes, it’s a state of
mind that can be achieved in an instant. The way out
may be just to get out – to rise above and find some-
thing different to care about.

Today’s birthday (May 23). You’re not the only one
going for a prize, but you’ll be the only one who takes it
home. You’ll be impressed by who follows you. In fact,
you could gain more support and attention than you
know what to do with, at least at first. The inner jour-
ney will mirror the outer one and vice versa. Both in-
volve great distances. Gemini and Scorpio adore you. 

ASTROLOGY HOLIDAY MATHIS

Today is Sunday, May 23, the 143rd day of 2021.
There are 222 days left in the year. 

On this date in: 
1430: Joan of Arc was captured by the Burgundi-

ans, who sold her to the English.
1533: The marriage of England’s King Henry VIII

to Catherine of Aragon was declared null and void
by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas Cranmer.

1934: Bank robbers Clyde Barrow and Bonnie
Parker were shot to death in a police ambush in
Bienville Parish, Louisiana. 

1945: Nazi official Heinrich Himmler committed
suicide by biting into a cyanide capsule while in
British custody in Luneburg, Germany.

TODAY IN HISTORY

movement at its start, but it quickly gained momen-
tum as the partnership with Berger built an infra-
structure for filming and releasing episodes. Outfit-
ted with three cameras and 16 lights, 621 Gallery
serves as the backdrop for each interview and music
is provided by Artisan P and DJ Proof. 

Backstage, Johnson gets a chance to connect with
his guests. Before Eluster Richardson’s interview,
they spoke about what it means to be a working artist
for so many decades. As Richardson described life as
a pyramid — broad at the bottom and narrow at the
top — Johnson took notes for his own teaching phi-
losophies. 

“To be elite at your craft, you have to intrinsically
accept the fact that as you get higher it becomes easi-
er to knock you off and it becomes easier to fall,” re-
calls Johnson of their conversation. “I had never
heard of it put like that and I thought that was bril-
liant.” 

Shining a light on the artists 

Even though he is hosting the show, on camera
Johnson strives to minimize his role altogether. He
opts to wear all black versus some of his more col-
orful wardrobe selections, and instead allows one la-
pel pin to be a standout accent piece. The pins have
all coincided with the guest’s individual qualities and
artistic styles. 

Johnson wore an ornate, crystal rooster to sym-
bolize artist Quia Atkinson’s mastery of color. For
Chef Shac, he elected to wear a button that said,
“Make It Scream, Make It Burn,” which is the title of a
collection of rambunctious, colorful and exciting es-
says that he felt mirrored Shac’s own work. 

An upcoming episode will feature muralist Chris
Clark, who Johnson has termed “the lion of the arts.”
He wore a turquoise lion pin to match that sentiment
and is looking forward to viewers tuning in and con-
tinuing to expand their definitions of the arts in the
Panhandle. 

“Each of these episodes have been individual
gifts,” says Johnson. “The only reach that I’m con-
cerned with on the show is from my guests’ eyes to
the camera and whoever’s watching eyes are back on
the TV. I want people to be exposed. I’ve never lost
sight of that.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature writer for the
Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital area’s
umbrella agency for arts and culture (www.tallahas-
seearts.org).

The series kicked off in March and is a partnership between 621 Gallery, Lee Berger Media Productions, and
The Greater Works Network on Roku TV. Episodes are released every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. both on Roku
and online and feature guests from across art mediums. LEE BERGER MEDIA PRODUCTIONS
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“The show itself
highlights Black
and marginal
artists,” says Josh
Johnson. LEE BERGER

MEDIA PRODUCTIONS


