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TLHLIFE

“I see it as bringing life back to the
United States, bringing life back to the

community,” muses E.
Marie Sissle, chair for the
inaugural Soul of South-
side Arts and Humanities
Festival’s kickoff event.
“Colors always bring back
life.” 

Sissle immediately
volunteered when she

heard about the vision for the brand
new festival. As founder and executive
director of the SoMo Playhouse, Sissle

lives and breathes theater and the arts.
She relocated the playhouse from Mid-
town to South Monroe because she saw
the potential for the arts to blossom in
the community. 

“It became very clear that more
voices needed a spotlight on the south-
side of Tallahassee,” says Sissle. “I
wanted to get involved because this is
my community, and you have to have a
seat at the table.” 

The Soul of Southside Festival will
take place from May 20-22, and features
neighborhood history tours, a youth en-
trepreneurship expo and pitch competi-
tions, food and entertainment.

Sissle is heading up the first day’s
“Drive-By Fish Fry,” mural paintings by

artist April Fitzpatrick and the evening’s
kick-off ceremony which aims to “set
forth purpose and power of equity-in-
practice” with invited speakers from the
City Commission and FAMU. 

Sissle says the goal is to feed 400

seniors with the fish fry. She adds that
they have already begun delivering
meals to those who are still quarantin-
ing away from COVID-19.

Arts help tell story of Soul of Southside Festival
Amanda Sieradzki
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Sissle

See FESTIVAL, Page 2C

If you go
What: Inaugural Soul of Southside Arts and Humanities Festival 

When: May 20-22 

Where: Anita Favors Thompson Plaza at Lake Anita, 116 W. Van Buren Street 

Cost: Free 

Contact: For more information, please visit https://sosfesttlh.com/. 

M
ay marks the start of the

“Season of Emancipation”

in Tallahassee — events

that recall the reading of

the Emancipation Proclamation on the

steps of the Knott House on May 20, 1865.

h That’s when enslaved people in Florida

learned they were free — two years after

the document was issued by President

Abraham Lincoln.

This is the first year it has been an
official city and county holiday.

Also this year, as part of the Club of
Honest Citizens series, Leon County
Government, The Village Square and
Tallahassee Museum will host the sixth
annual “Created Equal: Stretching To-
wards Freedom, A Conversation about
Florida Emancipation Day” on Thurs-
day, May 20 at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom.
RSVP to attend Created Equal, by vis-
iting LeonCountyFl.gov/CreatedEqual.
Participants include Larry Rivers, Alth-
emese Barnes and Paul Ortiz. 

“Freedom” is the theme for the 2021
SOE. Due to COVID-19, many of the
commemorative activities are virtual or
hybrid.

On May 8 instead of a walk through

living history, a drive-thru Living His-
tory Festival and Day in the Park was
held at Speed Spencer Stephens Park,
with historical reenactors engaged in
activities of the era, presented by the
2nd Infantry Regiment United States
Colored Troops (USCT) Living History
Association, in partnership with the
John G. Riley Center/Museum. 

The Emancipation and Abolitionist
Ball will be held virtually on Friday, May
22, 7-9 p.m. Julianne Hare, a longtime
member and supporter of the USCT
Living History Association will receive
the Althemese Barnes Service Award.

It honors extraordinary efforts to
preserve African American history.
Hare has portrayed “Mrs. Baker,” a
schoolteacher and member of the La-

dies Auxiliary for more than 10 years.
Entertainment will be provided by the
Tallahassee Nights Live band.

The purpose of the 2nd Infantry Re-
giment USCT Living History Associa-
tion is to promote the history of the Civ-
il War and the African American pres-
ence. It pays tribute to those who
fought with Union forces in battles such
as Natural Bridge in Leon County and
played a major role in Florida’s Recon-
struction. 

For more on Florida’s Emancipation,
visit www.the2ndusctlha.org, www.ri-
leymuseum.org and www.20thof-
May.com.

Season of
EMANCIPATION

As part of Tallahassee’s “Season of Emancipation,” historical reenactors engaged in activities of the era that recall the
reading of the Emancipation Proclamation on the steps of the Knott House in May 1865. ALICIA DEVINE/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

City and county hold
several virtual and
in-person celebrations
From Staff Reports Tallahassee Democrat 
USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See EMANCIPATION DAY, Page 6C

It was one of those unbelievable mo-
ments when you cannot believe your
own eyes. When traveling on I-10 in the
incredibly long drive across the state of
Texas, my husband and I had seen a
large black truck and a black Cadillac
demonstrating aggressive driving be-
havior around the town of Columbus,
Texas.

One would speed up behind the oth-
er, following at much too close a dis-
tance for safety, then zip around the
other and slow down. Because the
speed limit on this stretch of internet
was 80 miles per hour and these vehi-
cles were speeding up beyond the limit
and slowing down below it, the whole
interplay felt frightening for the rest of
us on the road in proximity to the vehi-
cles.

At one point, as my husband was
passing to try and get beyond them, we
both saw it. At 80 plus miles per hour,
the truck bumped the car’s rear bump-
er. We saw in the rear view and side
mirrors that the Cadillac had put on its
right blinker to get off on the shoulder.

We imagined that the truck would
do the same to assess the damage, but
instead the truck sped ahead. It was
then that we decided to get off the in-
terstate and find a place to walk in the
woods for protection and to restore our
peace of mind after the aggression we
had witnessed.

I had heard recently on NPR that
people are driving more aggressively
these days and that experts believe it
may be in part because of pent-up frus-
trations related to the pandemic.

The nonprofit National Safety Coun-
cil reports an 8% increase in traffic
deaths in 2020 over 2019, the first in-
crease in four years. Additionally, the
fatality rate per 100 million miles driven
spiked 24% in 2020, the largest annual
percentage increase since the Council
began collecting data in 1923.

I was stunned that vehicles traveling
at 80-miles-per-hour could hit at all
without crashing and felt deeply trou-
bled that people would risk their own
lives and the lives of others to behave so
irrationally. I still find it distressing to
recall their bumpers colliding and an-
ticipating the destruction that could
have easily involved all of us near this
reckless display.

A few days after this troubling event,

Rev. Candace McKibben
Guest Columnist

Paying it
forward:
‘Your amigos
have you
covered’

See GARCIAS, Page 6C

The nonprofit National

Safety Council reports an

8% increase in traffic

deaths in 2020 over 2019,

the first increase in four

years. 
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SU | DO | KU Dave Green

Enter a numeral
from 1 through 9 in
each cell of the
grid. Each row,
column and region
must contain only
one instance of
each numeral.

Yesterday’s
solution

Note: Puzzles in-
crease in difficulty
from Monday
through Sunday.

Actor-singer Anna Maria Al-
berghetti is 85. Counterculture icon
Wavy Gravy is 85. Singer Lenny
Welch is 82. Actor-singer Lainie Ka-
zan is 79. Actor Gunilla Hutton
(“Petticoat Junction,” “Hee Haw”) is
79. Actor Chazz Palminteri (“Ana-
lyze This,” “Mulholland Falls”) is 54.

Musician Brian Eno is 73. Actor Nicholas Ham-
mond (“The Sound of Music”) is 71. Musician Mike
Oldfield is 68. Actor Lee Horsley (“Matt Houston”)
is 66. Rapper Melle Mel of Grandmaster Flash and
the Furious Five is 60. Actor David Charvet (“Mel-
rose Place”) is 49. Actor Russell Hornsby
(“Grimm”) is 47. Actor David Krumholtz
(“Numb3rs”) is 43. Bassist David Hartley of The
War on Drugs is 41. Actor Jamie-Lynn Sigler (“The
Sopranos”) is 40. Actor Alexandra Breckenridge
(“The Walking Dead,” “American Horror Story”) is
39. Guitarist Brad Shultz of Cage the Elephant is 39.
Guitarist Nick Perri (Shinedown) is 37.

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Breckenridge

Aries (March 21-April 19). Take a step back and
remember why you wanted to do a thing in the first
place. Much has happened since; your purpose has
evolved to fit the circumstances. But that initial ker-
nel of intention is still the heart of this venture.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Confident in your
abilities and choices, you’ll find it unnecessary to
compare and contrast with what others are doing.
The habit of minding your own business will benefit
20 different ways today.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). People will pick up on
things that you’re dwelling on, which is why you’ll
consciously steer yourself to dwell on the things
that you’ll be happy for them to know about you.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). Whether consciously
or unconsciously, you keep placing yourself on the
path of self-discovery. The respect and love you
gather up is a natural byproduct you’ve earned
along the way.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Egos are like those pot-
bellied pigs sold as “miniature.” Actually, those pigs
can grow to any size, according to their feeding. At-
tention is the food of the ego. A small ego is the re-
sult of a restricted-attention diet.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). As much as you try to
live in the moment, something keeps pulling you
back. These memories are worth investigating.
They hold the key to unlocking a fuller experience of
the present.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). Amusingly, attractions
and aversions can sometimes be obvious to every-
one around except the person in the thick of the
spell. In such a case, the value of honest friends be-
comes apparent.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Every face has a de-
fault position, a latent pose that reveals the median
mood of a person. You can’t go wrong if by steering
toward those with a pleasant resting face.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You don’t have to
like all the same things to like the person, but there’s
magic in the common ground. Where your taste in-
tersects with another person’s is not only a conflu-
ence of aesthetics; it’s a soul connection.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). The volume with
which people comfortably express themselves can
vary widely between individuals. It’s a thing to be
aware of as you match and mirror your way into es-
tablishing trust and connection.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). Today’s situation
warrants a contemplative pause. Sometimes, the
very best way to help is by not helping.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). Today’s plot is a swirl
of complexity. Before you reward the hero of the day,
just make sure this person didn’t actually cause the
problem to begin with.

Today’s birthday (May 15). Instead of waiting for
the work that fits your skills and talents, you quite
brilliantly fit your skills and talents to the work at
hand, thus multiplying all factors. And the skills,
talents and opportunities aren’t the only things
swelling because money and relationships also ex-
pand in this ever-burgeoning year of abundance. 

ASTROLOGY HOLIDAY MATHIS

Today is Saturday, May 15, the 135th day of 2021.
There are 230 days left in the year. 

On this date in: 
1918: U.S. airmail began service between Washing-

ton, D.C., Philadelphia and New York. 
1948: Hours after declaring its independence, the

new state of Israel was attacked by Transjordan,
Egypt, Syria, Iraq and Lebanon.

1954: The Fender Stratocaster guitar, created by Leo
Fender, was officially released. 

1967: The U.S. Supreme Court, in its unanimous In
re Gault decision, ruled that juveniles accused of
crimes were entitled to the same due process afforded
adults. 

1972: Alabama Gov. George C. Wallace was shot and
left paralyzed while campaigning for president in Lau-
rel, Maryland, by Arthur H. Bremer, who served 35
years for attempted murder.

2000: By a 5-4 vote, the U.S. Supreme Court threw
out a key provision of the 1994 Violence Against Wom-
en Act, saying that rape victims could not sue their at-
tackers in federal court. 

TODAY IN HISTORY

Jeff VanderMeer, local author with an international
following, will discuss how nature serves as an inspira-

tion for his writing along with thoughts
about the rewilding of his Tallahassee
yard at Apalachee Audubon Society’s
last program before the summer break.

The Zoom presentation takes place
from 7-8 p.m. Thursday, May 20. Zoom
registration: https://bit.ly/2LAhX9W

VanderMeer’s New York Times-be-
stselling Southern Reach trilogy has

been translated into over 35 languages. The first novel,
"Annihilation," won the Nebula Award and Shirley Jack-
son Award, and was made into a movie by Paramount in
2018. Recent works include "Dead Astronauts," "Borne"
(a finalist for the Arthur C. Clarke Award), and "The
Strange Bird."

These novels, set in the Borne universe, are being de-
veloped for TV by AMC and continue to explore themes
related to the environment, animals, and our future.
Current work includes "A Peculiar Peril" (FSG Kids) and
"Hummingbird Salamander" (MCD/FSG), which has
been optioned by Netflix and Michael Sugar (Anony-
mous Content). Called “the weird Thoreau” by The New
Yorker, VanderMeer frequently speaks about issues re-
lated to climate change and storytelling. He lives in Tal-
lahassee with his wife Ann, cat Neo, and a yard full of
native plants.

Apalachee Audubon series
features author Jeff VanderMeer

VanderMeer

Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Honoring ‘unsung’ heroes with murals

Additionally, she helped to poll the community and
identify “unsung” heroes who will become the fea-
tured faces of Fitzpatrick’s murals. The honorees are
U.S. Representative Carrie Meek, former NAACP Talla-
hassee Branch President and Leon County Commis-
sioner Anita Davis, and community leader Steve Beas-
ley. 

During the kick-off, community members will also
be invited to contribute additional names of family
members and impactful mentors, as well as drawings
and paintings to an adjacent mural. When it comes to
the mentors that Sissle has had in her own life, she
would add her theater professor Dr. Stan DeHart at
Tallahassee Community College to that list. 

“If I would not have had him as my first person
teaching me theater, I don’t know if I would have kept it
up,” admits Sissle. “He knew theater and was very pas-
sionate about it. He really awakened something in me
and I owe a lot to him.” 

Sissle says she started in theater by accident. When
she was looking for an elective credit in school, she de-
cided to try a theater class and was immediately drawn
to the art form’s malleability when it came to inhab-
iting other people and diving deep into the mind. Siss-
le says theater changed her whole outlook on life, in-
cluding her work ethic, vision and passions. 

She didn’t realize that the theater tradition might
have been hereditary. When her father passed away,
she found a plaque of his dubbing him as “Best Actor”
from FAMU. She credits her father for giving her a
voice and teaching her to sing. The night he passed
away, she performed in a concert as a tribute to him at
his insistence to always honor commitments. 

Pursuing love of theater

“I was always an actress and didn’t even know it,”
says Sissle. “I always pretended to be different charac-
ters growing up and had fun getting into the world of

what they were feeling and thinking. I feel like charac-
ters are all in me no matter who they are, good or bad.
You just have to tap the right nerve so they can be ex-
posed.” 

Her first production at TCC, “The Dining Room,”
challenged her with seven distinct roles. She is still
holding out for her dream role as Rose in August Wil-
son’s “Fences.” At her core however, Sissle is an educa-
tor. She went back into the classroom full time during
the pandemic and teaches theater and leadership at
the Governor’s Charter Academy and the School of
Arts and Sciences on Thomasville Road. 

She doesn’t want any child to have to wait until col-
lege, like she did, to find out they have a love and pas-
sion for theater. It’s part of her motivation with the
educational programming at SoMo Playhouse as well.

All of her students keep actor’s journals where they
write down their roles, emotions and reflections in or-
der to have a portfolio of work at the end of each year. 

“Even in my leadership classes we talk about public
speaking and representing yourself well,” says Sissle.
“I see so many leadership qualities in the kids, and I
am always speaking joy into them and speaking posi-
tive thoughts into their heads. When I see them doing
innovative things with their talents, that is what in-
spires me to keep going. That’s when I find my joy,
when I see something is awakened in other people.” 

Even as the pandemic has taken a toll on daily life,
Sissle remains a strong advocate for keeping the arts
alive as a salve for the soul. She is energized by the
momentum of the Southside Arts and Humanities
Festival and is most looking forward to seeing hoards
of happy people. 

“Art to me tells the story of who a generation is and
what they believed in,” says Sissle. “If we divest in the
arts, we’re losing our history. When we find people’s
cultures and go dig in the dirt, we’re digging up pottery
and someone’s hands that made something. I hope the
arts continue to show that we value people and their
stories more than anything. Storytelling is what we do
and who we are.”

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature writer for the
Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is the capital area’s
umbrella agency for arts and culture (www.tallahas-
seearts.org). 

Festival
Continued from Page 1C

SoMo
Playhouse
founder E.
Marie Sissle is
chair for the
inaugural Soul
of Southside
Arts and
Humanities
Festival’s
kickoff event.
PROVIDED


