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Long-time actor Jim McMurtry
hopes he won’t have to take the stage at
the Capital City Amphitheater when the
Southern Shakespeare Company pre-
sents “Twelfth Night” May 6-9 at Cap-

ital City Amphitheater.
He recognizes that this

statement is fairly bi-
zarre, but as the under-
study for Malvolio, the
play’s main antagonist,
he is more than happy to
take on the challenges of
memorization and pre-
paring for the unexpect-

ed. 
“Some actors think of [the under-

study] as a thankless job, but it is very
necessary, especially in the times of CO-
VID when you have to be ready for any-
thing,” says McMurtry. “It’s a large line
load, but at my age that’s not easy. So, I
took this as a challenge to learn all the
lines without the benefit of the blocking
or the interaction with other actors, and

to still be ready to step in if needed.”
McMurtry, 71, enjoys tackling the

mental and time-consuming puzzle of
memorization, especially since retiring
from his 30-year career as a letter carri-
er. This role will be his first chance to
flirt with the possibility of being onstage
since the pandemic shut down theaters
across the world.

McMurtry received his jab of the CO-
VID-19 vaccine a few weeks back and is
ready to venture out of his quarantine
routine. Pre-COVID, he could be found
on the dance floor at The Moon sur-
rounded by fellow adrenaline seekers or
working with companies like Tallahas-
see’s Irish Repertory Theater, for which
he has served on the board. 

“I love a crowd,” says McMurtry. “I’m
very much ready to get out and see peo-
ple again.” 

McMurtry performed with the cast for
Southern Shakespeare’s “Comedy of Er-
rors” three years ago. While he enjoys the
liveliness of large, outdoor works, he
earned his acting chops primarily in in-
timate, small theater settings. He first 

‘Twelfth Night’ understudy preps for the unexpected
Amanda Sieradzki
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Rehearsals for “Twelfth Night,” Southern Shakespeare’s sixth outdoor festival
set for May 6-9. PROVIDED

See MCMURTRY, Page 3C

Jim
McMurtry

If you go
What: Southern Shakespeare Company presents Twelfth Night 

When: 6:30 p.m. May 6-9 

Where: Capital City Amphitheater, 1001 Gadsden St. 

Cost: Free 

Contact: For more information, call 850-320-0882 or visit
southernshakespearefestival.org

It’s spring and it’s cherry blossom time in the nation’s capital. A time when America glories in the beauty of the 3,000

cherry trees gifted to us in 1912 by the mayor of Tokyo to celebrate friendship between America and the Japanese people.

h Last week was also the one-month anniversary of the killing of six Asian women in Atlanta and a vigil was held on the

Florida State University Campus. h NBC reports there have been 3,800 reported attacks this year on people of Asian

descent, up nearly 1,000 from the year before. h On Thursday, the U.S. Senate passed an Anti-Asian Hate bill in a 94-1

vote, after hearing testimony from Asian-Americans, including Senator Amy Duckworth, about their own experiences

of discriminatory behaviors. The bi-partisan legislation now heads to the Democratic-led House. h The recent violence

has left Tallahassee Asia Americans unsettled but hopeful. We talked to four about their experiences.

Artist Yoshiko Murdick worries

Yoshiko Murdick is a sought-after Talla-
hassee watercolor painter. She is now 70
years old and has lived in the United States
since her 20s when, as an exchange stu-
dent, she fell in love with her English profes-
sor. “Convenient subject,” she deadpans
with gentle humor.

Murdick is self-deprecating at times,
funny, and like many ethnically diverse
people who know they are easily identifi-
able by their physical features and some-
times behaviors, she finds herself with a
constant, low-grade anxiety.

“I know I act 'funny',” she says, describing
her tendency to still make an honorary bow
in greeting or gratitude. “Old habit.” But
what Murdick says she didn’t know was the

“hatred that exists here.”
Lately, when she walks her cuddly dog,

she says she doesn’t make eye contact with
other walkers any longer. “I try to avoid
looking at other people… maybe they are
looking at me.”

She, in fact, has been worried enough to
buy a stun gun. “A friend of mine in New Jer-
sey was also worried. She quit her job in
Manhattan. She did not want to ride the
subways or go into the city where the old
woman was beaten and nobody helped.”

Murdick says that she is concerned
about those she loves. “As a first-generation
American, we hear, “Go home!” But the sec-
ond-generation people can only answer,
“Where?” Home is here.”

Although she believes the politics of the
previous four years and identifying the CO-
VID virus as a product of Asia set the stage,
Murdick also feels it exposed a lot of atti-
tudes she never had suspected.

From left to right: Tallahassee residents Aurora Hansen, Yoshiko Murdick and Portia Campos. Hansen is involved in planning an Experience Asia Mini Festival for May.
ALICIA DEVINE/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

anxieties’
Tallahassee’s 
Asian Americans 
grapple with 
hidden hatred

‘Quiet
Marina Brown Special to Tallahassee Democrat | USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

“As a first-generation 

American, we hear, “Go home!”

But the second-generation

people can only answer,

“Where?” Home is here.”

See ANXIETY, Page 3C
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Aurora Hansen plans mini Asia fest

Aurora Hansen, of Filipino descent, is
a woman whose influence and involve-
ment in the Tallahassee community
stretches far and wide. Artistic Director
of Tallahassee Community College’s
Dance Company; Community Liaison
for the Asian Student Union at FSU, Past
Chair of the Asian Coalition of Tallahas-
see, are among her many contributions
to the city.

Currently, she is involved in planning
for an Experience Asia Mini Festival, the
precursor to the annual large Experi-
ence Asia festival held in the fall. “The
Mini Festival, set for May 22, in a down-
town park, is much like the big one, with
Asian music, performers, and food,” she
says. “Details will be released soon.”

And how does Hansen feel about the
current racial climate in the country?
Does she wonder if now is a good time to
put on an Asian festival?

“Yes, there are quiet anxieties,” she
says. “Even here in Tallahassee, I, my-
self have experienced a 'situation.' ”
Hansen says that recently, in Midtown,
she was accosted by someone who
pushed her and said, “Get out of my
America.”

Hansen was not cowed, she says, and
stood up for herself. But she notes there
is often more subtle discrimination, be-
yond bullying and name-calling.

She notes that Asian associations
around the country have been meeting
to offer one another support and re-
minders of safe behaviors such as “hav-
ing a buddy go with you into parking ga-
rages, and being aware of places you
may be vulnerable.”

Portia Campos is 'horrified and
angry'

Hansen is working with Portia Cam-
pos, an Assistant Teaching Professor as
FSU. Her husband is President of the Big
Bend Filipino Association of Tallahas-
see and she is equally involved in advo-

cacy groups which offer up insights and
the ability to experience Asian culture.

“I am horrified and angry at the tar-
geting,” she says, noting that she wor-
ries about elderly parents in Jackson-
ville and an autistic brother. “I stay
home more now and don’t go certain
places alone.”

But Campos is nevertheless feeling
excited about the planned Asian festi-
vals. “I believe the local authorities are
aware, and though I am a little nervous,
we have been putting on these festivals
for 18 or 19 years, and I feel good about
the Tallahassee community.”

FSU student Tanvi Marulendra
calls for empathy

Tanvi Marulendra, who is of Indian
descent, will graduate this year from
FSU. She is the Director of the Asian
American Student Union.

While she notes there has been no vi-
olence on campus, she says racial slurs,
and insensitive comments have always
been present, and not just this year.

“It is our families that we worry about
at the moment,” she says. “So many
Asian people work in the nail salon and
hair industry, and the Atlanta violence
felt much closer.”

Marulendra says the Asian American
Student Union has met with the admini-
stration advocating for greater diversity
in teaching faculty and staff, and for cul-
tural sensitivity training. “They have
been pretty attentive in the past few
weeks,” she says.

The group held a campus vigil on the
evening of April 16 in memoriam for the
six lives lost in Atlanta.

Most of all, Marulendra asks of Talla-
hasseeans — is that they remember that
each of us is part of a family group, with
people we love and worry about, and
that that doesn’t change, no matter our
ethnicity.

“What I hope for and urge is simply
for people to lean into their empathy,”
she says — to look beyond superficial
differences, to look out for one another.

And then inhale the aroma of cherry
blossoms.

Marina Brown can be contacted at
mcdb100@comcast.net.

Anxieties
Continued from Page 1C

Matsuriza performs on the drums at Experience Asia 2018. ASHLEY WHITE/DEMOCRAT

caught the theater bug in high school and
attended Perry Mansfield’s theater camp
in Colorado while studying with Ste-
phens College in Columbia, Missouri. 

When McMurtry arrived in Tallahas-
see, he joined the Etcetera Theater
Company and was enthralled with the
modern, adventurous plays and play-
wrights he got a chance to explore.
When that group disbanded, he joined
Off Street Theater and worked for a
number of years with Theater Tallahas-
see.

With the guidance of mentors, Rich-
ard Fallon and Chuck Olsen, he was able
to sink his teeth into memorable roles

like Willy Loman in “Death of a Sales-
man,” C.S. Lewis in “Shadowlands” and
George in “Who’s Afraid of Virginia
Woolf?” 

“I try as an artist to be a blank slate
and put the character on,” says McMur-
try. “I always try to find something I can
physicalize. In one of my earlier roles, I
played a country fellow that made me
think of a stubborn mule, so I started to
think of the animal characteristics of a
mule. One of the things I love about
theater is being able to slip into another
skin.” 

Embodying the physical attributes of
a character is just one inroad for
McMurtry when preparing for a role. He
will spend hours analyzing the words a
playwright chose to gain further insight
into his characters. He notes that the
vocabulary and sentence construction

will often reveal how to inflect or project
a line in the script. 

In McMurtry’s interpretation of Mal-
volio, he sees the character as a super-
cilious narcissist and a social climber.
Even throughout the trickery that
makes “Twelfth Night” one of Shake-
speare’s memorable comedies, McMur-
try sees the play as a satire that pokes
fun at people like this character who act
out of their own self-interests rather
than the common good. 

He has enjoyed watching the show
come together behind the scenes while
attending rehearsals. This will be
Southern Shakespeare’s sixth outdoor
festival and is free to the public to at-
tend.

In compliance with COVID-19 safety
guidelines, attendees must reserve
seating. A pre-recorded screening of

The Bardling’s “ShakespeaREtold V: In-
spiring Social Change” will begin at 6:30
p.m. each night before the performance. 

Regardless of whether or not McMur-
try will view the show as an audience
member or costumed from the wings, he
is looking forward to the spontaneity
and excitement that live theater like this
large-scale festival offers. 

“I realize we’re a long way from get-
ting this pandemic under control, but
I’m enjoying the rehearsals,” says
McMurtry. “I am looking forward to be-
ing able to see it onstage with all the cos-
tumes and all the energy that outdoor
theater brings.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the writer for
the Council on Culture & Arts. COCA is
the area’s umbrella agency for arts and
culture (www.tallahasseearts.org).
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