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Tallahassee’s history weaves a fascinating story that spans
prehistoric Native American sites to Space Age exploration and
includes some of the most significant museums and sites that
portray Florida’s contributions to American history.

To help share this history, in 2019 a group of community
leaders, citizens and representatives from the City of Tallahas-
see and Leon County came together to form a Heritage Task
Force.

With the goal of showcasing the many rich and diverse heri-
tage sites in Leon County and engaging locals and visitors
alike, the task force will introduce a Heritage Trail project in
2020 offering four themed trails, that will help tell the story of
Tallahassee’s deep-rooted history and culture.

The first of the themed trails to launch is the Downtown Her-
itage Trail. The group has developed an initial list of downtown
sites and is encouraging residents to visit some or all of the
sites over the holidays and share their feedback on what they
believe is a good downtown heritage trail. 

TASK FORCE SEEKS
FEEDBACK FOR

HERITAGE TRAIL
Special to Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See HISTORY, Page 3C

Top: These three bronze statues outside the Museum of
Florida History depict a Miccosukee Indian family in the
1930s. DEMOCRAT FILES Below: Leon High School building
exterior in 2018. TORI SCHNEIDER/ TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT; PHOTO
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Maria Ortiz, founder and publisher of
Cultura Latina magazine, vividly recalls
her childhood festivities surrounding
Three Kings Day. Growing up in Puerto
Rico, her family would fill three shoe-
boxes full of grass and water and place
them under her bed. Ortize fell asleep in
anticipation. 

Similar to the Christmas tradition of
leaving milk and cookies for Santa, Ortiz
says children wait for the three kings to
pass by on their camels and wake up in
the morning to find gifts filling their
shoeboxes. It was important to Ortiz to
keep these traditions alive while living
in Tallahassee, inspiring her to start her
magazine and organize the Three Kings
Day Celebration, which will take place
at The Junction at Monroe on Jan. 4. 

“We fail to see that other cultures are
very alike,” says Ortiz. “When we take a

look at all cultures and all celebrations,
part of that unification is usually food
and dancing. That is why Three Kings
Day Celebration was so important to
me, because I see through communica-
tion and gatherings we can be a stronger
community in all aspects.” 

Ortiz studied business administra-
tion but continues to immerse herself in
art. Her mother taught her to draw fig-
ures and paint. She most enjoys acrylics
and continues to take classes in mixed
media and watercolors. Ortiz looks up to
the late artist Bob Ross, gathering her
brushes and the biggest canvas she can
get a hold of to immerse herself in paint-
ing the natural world. 

“He can take you to a new world just
by painting,” remarks Ortiz, who has fol-
lowed along with the artists’ PBS “The
Joy of Painting” show to create several
paintings. 

Ortiz paints in silence and is private
about her work however—only display-

ing a few on a wall in her home rather
than selling them. Many times the art
will allow her to reflect on her internal

thoughts and feelings. A dark still life
with red circles emotes a somber mood,
while bright oranges, reds, and whites
reflect Ortiz’s personal, eclectic ward-
robe with pops of color bursting. 

Though she spends most of her
morning hours painting, Ortiz takes to
her computer around midnight and will
work until four in the morning on her
designs for Cultura Latina.She started
the magazine in 2007 and acts as the
CEO, publisher, salesperson, creative
and graphic designer. 

“It is my big canvas,” says Ortiz, who
enjoys how the magazine combines her
passions for cooking, dancing, music,
art and culture. “Creating the magazine
is part of the art that has been in me all
these years. It marked a milestone in my
life because it was the unification of my
talents and also a way to unify the com-
munity.” 

Maria Ortiz feeds Latin culture with magazine
Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

See ORTIZ, Page 3C

Ortiz is CEO, publisher, creative and
graphic designer, and salesperson for
Cultural Latina magazine. MARIA ORTIZ
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Take a look at the sites that are under
consideration for the Downtown Heri-
tage Trail. Residents are encouraged to
visit the sites and share their thoughts
and feedback with Katie Kole, Senior
Marketing Director at the Leon County
Division of Tourism at Katie.Kole@Vis-
itTallahassee.com or 850-606-2324. 

Greatest hits for Downtown
Tallahassee Heritage Trail

Museum of Florida History, 500 S
Bronough St. 

Closed New Year’s Eve. Open noon-
4:30 p.m. on New Year’s Day. 

Opened in 1977, the Museum of Flori-
da History collects, preserves, exhibits,
and interprets evidence of past and pre-
sent cultures in Florida, and promotes
knowledge and appreciation of this her-
itage. As the State's History Museum, it
focuses on artifacts and eras unique to
Florida's development and on roles that
Floridians have played in national and
global events. Through exhibits, educa-
tional programs, research, and collec-
tions, the Museum reflects the ways
that people have shaped and reacted to
their cultural and natural environ-
ments.

World War II Monument, 500 S
Bronough St. 

Located outside of the Museum of
Florida History, this stone monument is
a replica of Florida's pillar in the Nation-
al World War II Memorial in Washing-
ton, D.C. and includes a marker for each
of Florida's 67 counties. These markers
connect and honor local contributions
to the overall war effort.

Tallahassee-Leon County Civil
Rights Heritage Walk, East Jefferson
Street

The Heritage Walk honors more than
50 civil rights activists, also known as
foot soldiers, who took part in Tallahas-
see’s 1960s lunch counter sit-ins and the
1956 bus boycott, which was considered
the second major bus boycott in the
United States.

Florida Historic Capitol Museum,
400 South Monroe St.

Since 1845, the Historic Capitol has
symbolized Florida state government.
Restored to its 1902 appearance, the
Historic Capitol stands as an icon at the
center of Florida’s Capitol complex; the
modern-day nerve center of Sunshine
State government. Under the stained-
glass dome, political history and tradi-
tion come alive in the exhibits.

Vietnam Veterans Memorial, Inter-
section of North Monroe and Apa-
lachee Parkway

Florida’s Vietnam War Memorial,
with its 28 by 15 foot U.S. flag, contains
the names of all known Floridians killed
in the war. The Sunshine State is cur-
rently home to more than 496,000 Viet-
nam veterans.

John G. Riley House Museum and
Smokey Hollow, 419 East Jefferson St. 

John G. Riley House Museum is
closed for the holidays, through Jan. 5 

The John Gilmore Riley Center/Mu-
seum for African American History &
Culture, Inc. is a historical and cultural
gem that represents the thriving black
neighborhood, known as Smokey Hol-
low, that once existed in what is just
east of downtown Tallahassee. It is es-
pecially significant when compared to

other such historical sites in that it is the
last vestige we have of the accomplish-
ments of an entire group of people, the
black middle class, which emerged in
the latter part of the nineteenth century.
Established in 1996, the museum’s pro-
grams provide an environment and
means to encourage and empower par-
ticipants to develop an awareness of
and gain an appreciation for the educa-
tional and social contributions of Afri-
can Americans to Florida’s history.

The Grove Museum, 902 North
Monroe St.

Closed New Year’s Day 
The mission of The Grove Museum is

to preserve and interpret the Call-Col-
lins House, its surrounding acreage, and
its historical collections, in order to en-
gage the public in dialogue about civil
rights and American history. Built by
enslaved craftspeople, the ca. 1840 Call-
Collins House at The Grove is one of the
best preserved antebellum residences
in Florida. Home to several generations
of the Call and Collins families, mostly
recently LeRoy and Mary Call Collins,
the site was listed on the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places in 1972. 

First Presbyterian Church, 110
North Adams Street

Built in 1838, this prominent Classic
Revival style building is the only Talla-
hassee church still remaining from ter-
ritorial days and still has its original gal-
lery set aside for slaves who were mem-
bers of the church but sat apart from
their masters. 

Knott House Museum 310 East Park

Avenue
Built in 1843, this historical home is

the former residence of state official
William Knott and his wife, Luella. In
1865 the home served as temporary
Union Headquarters and it is where the
Emancipation Proclamation was read in
Florida, on the front steps. Restored to
its 1928 grandeur, the home is now a
museum.

Old City Cemetery, Martin Luther
King Blvd and Park Avenue

The oldest public cemetery in Talla-
hassee, Old City Cemetery is one of the
city’s most distinctive historic sites. It is
the final resting place for many of the
men and women who contributed to the
development of Tallahassee and the
state of Florida. Because it was Talla-
hassee's only public burying ground
(nearby St. John's Episcopal Cemetery
was established for its congregation in
1840), Old City Cemetery represents a
cross-section of Tallahassee's people
during the 19th century -- slaves and
planters, governors and store clerks,
veterans of wars and victims of yellow
fever are all buried here.

Leon High School, 550 East Ten-
nessee Street

Leon is Florida’s oldest continually
accredited high school, founded in 1871
just 26 years after Florida became a
state. It was five years later when a two
story building was erected on the pre-
sent day site of the Hobbs Federal Build-
ing along Tennessee Street. This facility
was used until a new building was erect-
ed in 1911. That structure was located on
the current site of the Leon County Pub-
lic Library along Park Avenue.

Frenchtown Walking Trail – Soul
Voices, 435 North Macomb St. (loca-
tion of first of nine markers)

Recently launched by the John G. Ri-
ley House, Soul Voices of Frenchtown
features nine markers with audio com-
ponents that tell the history of French-
town, one of Tallahassee’s oldest Afri-
can American communities. Through
them, visitors will discover and cele-
brate a time when Frenchtown was a
thriving, self-sustaining community of
families, homes, businesses and pride –
a time when Frenchtown had it all.

History
Continued from Page 1C

Emancipation Proclamation celebration at the Knott House Museum downtown
on Sunday, May 20, 2018. JOE RONDONE/DEMOCRAT

The Tallahassee Veterans Day parade
pauses for an 11th Hour Ceremony in
front of the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial on South Monroe street. 
TORI SCHNEIDER/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

Blueprint Intergovernmental Agency held a grand opening for the Smokey
Hollow Barber Shop at the Smokey Hollow Commemoration in Cascades Park on
April 2, 2018. HALI TAUXE/DEMOCRAT

Protesters rallied at First Presbyterian
Church, built in 1838 and the only
Tallahassee church still remaining from
territorial days, in support of
Amendment 4 on Oct. 7, 2019. 
TORI SCHNEIDER/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

Her first magazine featured Mexican
culture, which Ortiz said opened many
people’s eyes to the true history behind
Cinco de Mayo and the Battle of Puebla.
Her second favorite publication fea-
tured her home country, Puerto Rico,
and shared her family recipe for arroz
con gandules — a rice specialty with pi-
geon peas, bacon, ham, onion, peppers,
tomato, cilantro and achiote. 

“It is one of my favorite plates,” says
Ortiz. “My abuela was the one that
showed me how to cook.” 

Much of what Ortiz cooks is a fusion
of her and her husband’s heritages. His
Mexican influence has her making tacos
some days, while other times she will try
making something new like bandeja
paisa from Colombia.

In Tallahassee she samples many
dishes from different Latin American
restaurants to gather inspiration. Simi-
larly, she connects with many of the
same countries’ music and dance dur-
ing Latin nights across the city’s differ-
ent venues. She loves moving to salsa,
merengue, and bachata beats. 

Ortiz says that dance is a major part
of the Three Kings Day Celebration.
Sometimes called Epiphany, this year’s
third annual celebration will feature
music by Jacksonville based group Cari-
be Groove. Since it will overlap with
New Year’s celebrations, Ortiz is excited
to bring in live music for the dancing.
The evening will also include raffles and

has a $10 entrance fee. 
When it comes to bringing people to-

gether, Ortiz firmly believes in creating
from the heart. No matter if she is unit-
ing cultures through movement, music,
art or food, she is passionate about get-
ting the word out any way she can. 

“Art is a sentiment that we plaster on
canvas, that we need to express,” says
Ortiz. “We are talking through our art,
that’s why you have to do it from the
heart.” 

Amanda Sieradzki is the feature
writer for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella
agency for arts and culture (www.talla-
hasseearts.org).

Ortiz
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Maria Ortiz, creeator of Cultura Latina magazine, most enjoys acrylics and
continues to take classes in mixed media and watercolors. MARIA ORTIZ

If you go
What: Three Kings Day Celebration

When: 9:30 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 4

Where: The Junction at Monroe, 2011 South Monroe St.

Cost: $10

Contact: For more information, visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/three-kings-
day-celebration-tickets-74385255301.
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