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TLHLIFE

J
ohn Clark continues to make room – make that, a room – for politics. h Be-

hold the 10x10 space off the living room of his Tallahassee home, where he

keeps nearly two centuries of presidential campaigns alive through posters,

banners, badges, ribbons and relics. h You see William Howard Taft, me-

thodical and mustachioed. You see John F. Kennedy, all dapper and dental. You see

Dwight D. Eisenhower, cute as a button. h “It is kind of like going to the Country Bear

Jamboree with all the heads watching you as you walk by … all the eyes are following

you,” said Clark’s wife, Margaret Anne. h You could call it his political theme park,

maybe even his self-amusement park. h But Clark calls it “my button room.”
John Clark in his political memorabilia
room (pictured above) where he keeps
buttons, posters, banners, and ribbons
from presidential campaigns.
ALICIA DEVINE/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRAT

Pete Reinwald Special to Tallahassee Democrat | USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See COLLECTION, Page 4C

Collector’s
election

keepsakes push
all the political

buttons

‘Essence of history’ 

At the heart of Doell West’s cozy
Monticello farmhouse is usually a single
piece of furniture. Her living room
transforms into an art studio as she di-
vines what exactly the piece is telling
her to paint on it.

She is not concerned with matching
pieces to already existing décor. In-
stead, her daily life revolves around
shaping the work bit by bit —whether
it’s a chair, an antique desk or a side ta-
ble. It stays in her line of sight until one

or another of its nuances catches her
eye, then she takes her brush in hand

and gets to painting. 
“I have an art room,

but I love to work in the
center of things,” says
West, who admits the
challenges to working
this way as well. “My cats
really like it because they
spend a lot of time sitting

on top of pieces. I also have a Labrador
with an active tail that likes to wipe
across wet paint.” 

Currently, West’s hand-painted fur-

niture works are on display at the Gads-
den Arts Center & Museum’s Munroe
Family Community Gallery. Curator An-
gie Barry designed the “Fanciful
Spaces” exhibition, which can be expe-
rienced through Aug. 29, so that the fur-
niture is reflected in West’s hand-paint-
ed mirrors. The end result is a 360-de-
gree view of her pieces from every angle.

“I was just amazed at how well she
composes it in a visually pleasing way,”
says West. “You see the pieces con-
stantly whether your back is to them or
not. That mirror’s reflection is yet an-
other piece in itself.” 

West has worked in many mediums
including oil paints, blacklight photog-
raphy and drawing. She began painting
furniture after a car accident that seri-
ously injured her back. Her artistic side
was frustrated with the limited mobility
she had during her recovery period until
a friend brought her an antique brass
drain embedded in a piece of wood and
asked if she could paint it. The small de-
tailed work was a perfect fit. 

Furniture continues to find its way to
West. Her sister brings thrift shop finds 

Furniture takes on new life in Doell West’s hands
Amanda Sieradzki
Council on Culture & Arts

See WEST, Page 2C

West 
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1777: American forces won the Battle of Benning-
ton in what was considered a turning point of the
Revolutionary War. 

1948: Baseball legend Babe Ruth died in New
York at age 53.

1977: Elvis Presley died at his Graceland estate in
Memphis, Tennessee, at age 42.

2014: Missouri Gov. Jay Nixon declared a state of
emergency and imposed a curfew in the St. Louis
suburb of Ferguson, where police and protesters re-
peatedly clashed in the week since a Black teenager
was shot to death by a white police officer.

TODAY IN HISTORY

Actor Gary Clarke (“Hondo,” “The
Virginian”) is 87. Actor Julie New-
mar is 87. Actor Lesley Ann Warren
is 74. Actor Reginald VelJohnson
(“Family Matters”) is 68. TV person-
ality Kathie Lee Gifford is 67. R&B
singer J.T. Taylor is 67. Director
James Cameron (“Titanic,” “The

Terminator”) is 66. Actor Jeff Perry (“Grey’s Anato-
my”) is 65. Actor Laura Innes (“ER”) is 63. Actor
Angela Bassett is 62. Singer Madonna is 62. Actor
Timothy Hutton is 60. Actor Steve Carell is 58. 

CELEBRITY BIRTHDAYS

Bassett

Aries (March 21-April 19). The day comes at you
all exclamation points and promises and delivers on
them like a proper optimist. So many good things
are lobbed your way that you’ll have to juggle.

Taurus (April 20-May 20). Go for the small win.
Success breeds success, and the scale doesn’t mat-
ter in the least. It’s the feeling – the alignment of
intention, result and subsequent satisfaction – that
creates more of the same.

Gemini (May 21-June 21). You’ll wonder if there’s
something you’re not doing but should be doing to
help your loved ones live better. Keep in mind that,
in certain instances, pulling back and not helping
can be the biggest help.

Cancer (June 22-July 22). What you’ve longed
for year after year is still coming together. Do not
doubt that some of the important geography of your
life is forming in its own time, slowly and inevitably.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). You will remember things
differently than the other people around you. Write
down your impressions to preserve the details be-
cause, later, you’ll be glad for these notes.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). The key to success is
three-pronged: know what you want; make a plan;
stick with it. This sounds simple, but if it really
were, everyone would be doing it all of the time.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). There are many differ-
ent kinds of revenge, but the best one is the private

acknowledgment from you to you that you have ris-
en so far above a situation that it no longer impacts
your mind.

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 21). Good fortune follows
socially astute moves, such as including everyone,
making introductions and lobbing the conversa-
tional ball in excellent, interesting and positive di-
rections.

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21). You live like it’s
nobody else’s job to make you happy. With the re-
sponsibility squarely on your shoulders today, the
world becomes your personal theme park.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19). It’s always fascinat-
ing the way different people’s demeanors improve
when they get around that attentive person who lis-
tens and laughs with them. This sort of high-quality
interaction doesn’t need to be such a rarity.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18). It’s not every day
that you come across an endeavor that can capture
and hold your full attention. Once you give yourself
over to it, there is no going back.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20). You may not have a
great deal of support from the outside right now, but
you are skilled at being a supportive person and will
do well to turn that energy in on yourself. 

Today’s birthday (Aug. 16). Your superpower is
your incredible imagination. Direct it to create rela-
tionships you want, pursue far-flung interests and
pull together scenes that others wouldn’t have
thought possible.

ASTROLOGY HOLIDAY MATHIS

along on visits while friends will call her
when they happen upon an antique
piece. West typically evaluates the
wood, and if the “bones” are good, she’ll
bring the forlorn piece back to life in
bursts of color.

“I realized how much I enjoyed taking
a neglected piece that looks like it’s had
its time and turn it into functional art,”
says West. “The piece dictates to me the
design. There’s very rarely a piece I start
where I know what I’m going to do, and I
enjoy watching it transform.” 

West considers herself born into art.
Her mother was a high school art teach-
er who instilled in her a sense of work
ethic and dedication to visual problem
solving. She attended a graphic arts pro-
gram but always found satisfaction in
teaching herself new mediums. 

When it comes to furniture, West
looks to images of old-world donkey
carts from Rome and Mexico for inspira-
tion. Each incorporates brightly colored
designs to enhance the character of the
piece. 

West uses a wide array of colors and
remains fearless when it comes to her
creativity. Every piece of furniture is
first coated in opaque black, and if a de-
sign isn’t working for her, she has no
qualms about blacking it out and start-
ing over again. 

“I think in terms of filling negative
space when I’m working on a piece,”
says West. “Everything gets based out in
black before I paint because then my
colors are true. When you put a yellow
on there, it is a true yellow.” 

One of her favorite pieces in the “Fan-
ciful Spaces” exhibit is a small side table
with a sea turtle at its center. The entire
table is an ode to the ocean with scallop
shells along its spindly legs. Another is a
Victorian style chair that took three
days to finish. She became obsessed
with the lines of the arms and curves at
the top, the physical shape in harmony
with her color combinations and ideas. 

In her home, West is especially fond
of an antique sewing cabinet that she is
unable to part with or sell. Her favorite
commissions are often for clients who
share a similar emotional attachment to
a piece of furniture. She painted a high-
chair for one friend so that it could re-
main a family heirloom for their grand-
children. For another work, West

adorned a table and chair set with im-
ages of a family’s dog and farm animals
that now “lives” in their son’s room. 

“I like doing family heirlooms be-
cause it gives it a new purpose,” says
West. “When I started this journey, it

was a selfish journey to put my mind,
body and soul into a better place. The re-
sponse I have gotten from people has
been lovely and I love to get photos of a
sold piece in its new home to see where
it is. It’s like passing it on.” 

West is especially proud to have been
welcomed into the Gadsden for a second
exhibition. Attendees can make a reser-
vation to see the gallery in person, or
check it out online. 

“I love that [Gadsden] appreciated

my type of medium as art and saw the
beauty,” says West. “It means the world
to me, because it’s not just a piece of fur-
niture, it’s a piece of art.” 

She pauses, then laughs. 
“And it doesn’t have to match your

couch.” 
Amanda Sieradzki is the feature

writer for the Council on Culture & Arts.
COCA is the capital area’s umbrella
agency for arts and culture (www.
tallahasseearts.org).

The “Fanciful Spaces” exhibition, which can be experienced through Aug. 29, shows the furniture reflected in West’s
hand-painted mirrors. The end result is a 360-degree view of her pieces from every angle. DOELL WEST

West
Continued from Page 1C

West’s hand-painted furniture works
are on display in Quincy. DOELL WEST

West is showing hand-painted furniture at the Gadsden Arts Center. DOELL WEST

If you go
What: Fanciful Spaces 

When: 10:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Wednesday
to Saturdays through Aug. 29 

Where: Gadsden Arts Center &
Museum, 13 N. Madison Street, Quincy 

Cost: $5 nonmembers, $3 college
students, children and museum
members are free 

Contact: To make a reservation, visit
https://gadsdenarts.org/visit or call
850-627-5023.

Q. Ermine asks that Street Scene get
in touch with the city to put frames
around the west bound traffic lights on
Seventh Avenue at Gadsden and Thom-
asville Road. The late afternoon sun is
blinding. Noteworthy is this message ar-
rived at Street Scene early one morning
after midnight.

A. Frames, backplates in traffic engi-
neer speak, are placed on each side, top
and bottom of traffic signals for exactly
the reason Ermine gives, to reduce glare
from the sun. The description Ermine
uses is reminiscent of Judge Smith’s
“let’s eat Nancy,” or in the Mary Poppins
movie, when JB, (aka Dick Van Dyke),
the hard boiled banker, understands the
joke of “a man with a wooden leg named
Smith.” I can hear the all- points bulletin
over the police radio: west bound traffic
signals last seen on Seventh Avenue at
Gadsden and Thomasville Road. No

doubt, the result of late night messaging. 
I received an email from our Traffic

Engineer announcing backplates have
been installed as requested. Thank you,
Ermine, and thanks goes to our traffic
engineering department for shielding us
from the hazardous blinding glare.

Q. John is concerned Street Scene be-
lieves growth with the resulting traffic
congestion is just something we must
live with instead of implementing sound
land use and growth management and/
or exploring other ways of moving people
with less dependence on automobiles.
John dislikes the idea of destroying for-
ested wetlands compromising the Flori-
da Aquifer to extend Weems Road which
won’t solve the congestion at US 90 and
Capital Circle.

A. John I am on record in support of
hybrid vehicles and for exploring alter-
native transportation. Also, I have had
the luxury of trying to be part of the solu-
tion rather than part of the problem.

As a youngster riding in the back seat
of a car that seemed much bigger than
necessary (we were a family of five but
this thing had room for 50) I became cu-
rious about the seemingly never ending

development and subsequent road con-
struction. As a teen I began to not only
wonder aloud, but voice my concern of
buildings and home sites going in where
roads didn’t exist or were obviously in-
sufficient. Watching cranes hoisting sky-
scrapers and then later trying to navigate
afterthought roadways took me to the
traffic engineering profession.

To prevent growth we could convince
the Chamber of Commerce to tell people
to stay away. However that doesn’t work
either, I’ve tried it. There are many rea-
sons Tallahassee is on the market and we
must be ready with homes and shops. I
predict the future of the workplace is, for
the large part, likely to be in the home. 

As for the overpass at 90 and Capital
Circle, I am in favor of lifting turning ve-
hicles over an intersection rather than
playing bumper cars wait-wait don’t tell
me. If you do a little checking you will
find residents screaming to high heaven
when the dual left overpass was pro-
posed for southbound Thomasville Road
to southbound Capital Circle. Just try
taking it down. 

Q. Kip, award winning contractor and
Leon County’s first certified aging in

place specialist and proud father of two
grown daughters, has investigated vehi-
cle crash testing over the years to keep
his family safe. 

A. Kip prefers to rely on testing pro-
vided by the Insurance Institute of High-
way Safety. Patricia, with two sons, one
arriving at driving age plus many of you
curious about vehicle crash testing, here
is a sampling of those testing vehicle
safety: National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA), Insurance In-
stitute of Highway Safety (IIHS), United
States New Car Assessment Program
(US NCAP), and European Car Assess-
ment Program (EuroNCAP). Many vehi-
cle manufacturing countries offer their
own testing such as the Japan New Car
Assessment Program (JNCAP).

Also J. D. Power is a go to analyst team
when examining product worth. When
considering a vehicle not sold as new (a
title has been issued) I recommend
checking a CARFAX report. 

Philip Stuart is a retired Florida State
Trooper, Traffic Operations Projects En-
gineer and Forensics Expert Witness.
Write to him at: crashsites@
embarqmail.com.

Traffic light frames now prevent glare on Seventh

Street Scene
Philip Stuart

Guest columnist


